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Tii£ unaccountable attempt to depriv^c Gertru^ 
of an innocent enjoyment and a vitluabie acqiii"* 
eition, and the noeane used to acpomplittb it, 
though never in any way referred to l>y ]V{r. i^ttarT 
lin^, had a very serious effect on his mind ; ud 
the spirit that had dictated to him, stood befiM^ 
his judgment invested in darker colors thaQ its 
'own. His niece had been nothing morp febflfi 
jealous ; he presumed her malicious : he did nf t 
perceive, or he would not allow, th$it we m^y 
be equally wrong, mch very difirrgnt di^ees ^f 
V^L. III. JB guilt; 
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guilt; but, as if Lady Luxmore had sinned against 
every light of conscience and the most informed 
morals, he evinced the most decided aversion to 
her.. Brooding over distorted images, be became 
gloomy : he shunned her company^ and courted 
Gertrude's ; and each now endeavoring to disgust 
her with the otlier, they bid for her attention and 
regard in different ways, but with emulation. He 
deplored his misfortune in being condemned to 
live with a woman, who, as he said, had no more 
power of appreciating him, than a fly of compre- 
hending the circumference of St. Paul's cupola; 
and she, by such self-pity as * Poor me ! I am 
always in fiatult,'— strove to interest the justice, if 
tiot the affection, of her dependent. 

A pair of twelve-inch globes, the best book on 
the use of them then published, with several pre- 
sents connected with her pursuits, together with tiie 
often-repeated wish, that he could do any thing to 
oblige her, were tlie fruits of tliis change ; and he 
became anxious to make friends for her : ^ I have 
been,' said he, ^ myself too fastidious : you ought, 
by thb time, to have a few connexions with persons 
of your own time of life. Neither Lady Luxmore 
nor I can expect to live many years — and God 

• knows ! — I see not what is to become of you." 

Sentiments like these, wounded Gertrude, and 
she feared mult be painful in the utterance : hh& 
therefore always met them chearfully, aud an- 
swered ingehuously, that, considering what bad 

' been done for her as inestimable^ she doubted not 

rlipect 
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respect for the care she had been under, would 
always procure for Iier such friends as would be 
most valuable to her. 

But the making connexions (or her^ was 'hot to 
be attempted with any safety. The countess was, 
indeed, much improved in kindness ; but engage- 
ments would have drawn Gertrude off. Except, 
therefore, in on« instance, where Mr. Sterling in- 
sisted on introducing her to the daughter of an old 
friend, she had no visitor. Some attempts had been 
made to notice her, and she found on her return 
from airing, sometimes, a visiting-ticket; but Lady 
Luxmore always espied it, and before she could 
reach it, it was pocketed, or thrast between the 
bars of the stove-grate. Even when an arrange- 
ment had been made for her passing a few hours . 
with her one friend, the countess contrived to be ill^ 
or to give the coachman a holiday. 

The winter, and her increasing infirmities^ 
settled her ladyship by the fire-side; and Mjr. 
Sterling, entirely regardless of her, made more fre- 
quent engagements than heretofore, and visited, 
en garfofif at many houses where he met persons 
of the first pretensions, to whom his knowledge, 
which was out of the common track, and his mod^ 
of communicating it, which was peculiarly be-^ 
nignant, rendered him very agreeable. 

Unwilling to enjoy these pleasures alone, whem 
he knew there was dne to whom they would be 
equally advantageous and gratifying,iie sometimes 
andst^ on Gertrude's preparing to accompany 
him, and brought her the kindest invitations; but 
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she could not yield in this point When he was 
not satisfied with lier excusi^, founded on tlie pro- 
bable censure of the world, she said, ' Were 1 not 
dependent, were Lady Luxinore my mother, I 
should still decline leaving her — I could not be 
happy in doing it : the fear of her falling asleep 
near the fire, would distress me.' 

* Why cannot her maid sit with her?' 

* O ! no sir ; I cannot turn her, nor could I 
were she tny mother, to the care of a servant, 
while I sought amusement. It has often astonished 
me when I have beard of young women leaving 
their mothers in this way. Is a servant company 
fit for a lady? or is there any pleasure in the 
world tliat can justify our quitting our duties? 
Beside?, I really consider myself : there is a 
satisfaction to one*s own feelings, in giving up for 
the sake of another ; and I am sure it^is easier to 
give up wholly, than partially. Sometimes Lady 
Luxmore will let me read to her, and then I am 
quite hapfly ; and when I cannot do what 1 like, 
it makes me enjoy opportunities.' - 

* You will be cheated of die best years ©f your 
life, Gertrude.' 

* It may be so, ^ir, in one sense ; but I seem 
to chuse to be clieated ; and I can never repent 
it, because I hope I mean what isoight Mine is 
no sudden whim. When I have lieard good Mrs. 
Merit excuse her niece's unfeeling absence, and 
endeavor to shew how attentive she was in writing, 
and how pleasant her return would be made by 
iier Jong Yksits to lier friends, I>ne\*er could he 

satisfied 
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saikiieU th{it 3he wad right. ' Mrs. Merit alw'ays 
talked of tbe autbority she was oblige^ to use to 
driv^ ber out; butsbe cogld wt bay^ driven 7M€.^ 
I claim no pmiae ; X memw no cGu$^re :i->-I cau 
only say, it is rpy i)eculiar feeling*.' 

• We mean our facts and their circumstances, for gentle 
admonition ; and tlic altcntion due to the aged and infirm, 
is a serious subject, we will strcngtiicn our hint by the simpk 
detail of a' morning call. We drove to the house of a gooU 
cliearfui wealthy old la4y» ^vho was blessed with a son of 
uncommon filial piety, bhc had resided, unmolesting and 
unmohsted, with him during his marriage, and continued to 
do so, subsequent to the irreparable loss of his wife. Aftct 
tho lapse of several years, he had manricd again ; and this lie^f 
wife was in the high-day of a novel exaltation, when we made 
our visit. Beijig introduced to her, we waited the entrance 
of the old lady, but she not coming, we cn(|uired for her— * 
and were answered, * O ! she <h)es not sit with us — she koe(>s 
lier room/- ■* is she ill V — * O ! no— do, Hmma, go and sep 

if she likes to have company.' A request to uk to go io 

her, was brought, and we a^cendt'd to the second story, where, 
instead of seciug her, as we had beeu accustomed, in an elegant 
drawing-room, and with every thing becoming her situation 
in life, we found her sitting within tour feet of ber bed, by a 
dirty fire, and so surrouuded by boxes aud pieces o( furuitute, 
which she seemed anxious to secure^ that there was little space 
to move in. She was dres* as haiidsonu'ly as ever, in deep 
mourning for a son by her fii-st marriage !— We asked the 
cause of all ihis change. — Her answer was — * 1 tamiot bear 
their noiser-day aiid uigfit there is iio peacer-^ompany all day 
loogl—out all night !>->(> ! it is tt>o much for uie. 1 biiuli be 
6wn\^ I hope, in my cuflin.--T— The tears poured* Irom her 
ryes as she spoke, aud she afforded the sorrowful picture of 
<^Yvy hairs brought to an untimely grave.— IVvhaps, had any 
body prophesied to her whose nnleeling folly occiisioned this 
distress, that such would be ber conduct, sbo luight have 
answered in the wovia of llazacl. 

lu 
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In this plan of renunciation sl)6 persisted 
through the winter, and, excepting one opera, an 
irresistible temptation to curiosity, which she in- 
dulged when she had procured a lady to remain 
widi the countess, she deviated not from it 

The heads of the family never agreed so well 
as in their state of indifference. Gertrude soothed 
and smootlied to the best of her abilities ; but, as 
may be supposed in this state of politics, she wai. 
frequently charged with partiality to Mr. Sterling. 
Infirmities now came on him, for which his niece 
could offer no alleviations, and which obliged him 
to resort to her pt^tcgee ; his eyes too failed him, 
and he was compelled to forego his recreation of 
music, except as he played by memory : he lost 
his relish for hi.s pipe, and whei) he had atchieyed 
the literary labor he had undertakisn, he called it 
his last work. 

As he could seldom now spare Gertrude in the 
forenoon, unless while he went on Wednesdays 
and Fridays* to prayers at the nearest church, 
Lady Luxmore had less than heretofore of her 
pjmpany; and sensible of being alone, she felt 
her time pass heavily. * Could you not,' said 
Gertrude, ^ find some amusing book for an hour?' 
—The hint was improved on ; and at about fifty- 
six, Lady Luxmore sat down to a regular system 
of reading, regular as to its duration, if in no 
other point ; for $he laid out her w atch when she 
began, and intending to read an hour, she left off 
when the minute-hand warned her, even if she was 
in the middle of a word. / 

The 
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Tl% life of Gertrude Aubrey bad now stolen 
w till sbe was in tbe twentieth year of her age. 
Two years had completed her acquisition of 
Italian, and in learning it,* she bad gained more 
,]dea than she had hitberto of the structure of 
Latin. In assisting Mr. SterKng, much more had 
devolved on her than merely transcribing: there 
were parts of his labor to which he thought her 
eclualy and these he had turned over to her ; and 
though he never commended any thing she wrote^ 
&rther than the hand-writing, yet his printing 
from ber copy, was a proof that she had done 
what he expected from her; and this was all it was 
necessary she should know. A trifling circum- 
stance, however, served to betray his good opi- 
nion. * You must alter this word, Jutiltlify said 
he to her, one day, when revising what she had 

done ; * B L-n — says it is not right— it is 

at least objectionableT— adjectives of tliis termi** 
nation sound awkwardly with tbe adverbial addi- 
tion.' * And pray, sir,' said she, laughing, *how 

came B L to know it was my writing ?* 

— ' Get along, hussey,' he replied, with equa) 
tnirth of manner. 

To indulge her in another branch of knowledge, 
he had asked her for the loan of an initiatory 
work in botany, with tbe author of which be was 
well acquainted ; and Mrs. Anne Britton being this 
year in London, slie had the pleasure and advan^ 
tage of her conversation on the subject ■* I would 
guard you,' said she, against those. w)>o may 
lyish to impose on you, for received opinions, their 
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owlk unfounded ideas. Botany will neveri^ a^ a 
science, rank very highly with scholars ; but to the 
mind that takes pleasure in order, it must always 
give pleasure. Every combination must have its 
Simple principles :-*-every art has its grammar, 
dnd without an acquaintance with the grammar 
of art, the art itself must be superficially under- 
stood : it is ipost incorrectly, tliat we call the abi^ 
lity . to sound on an instrument the meaning of 
characters stamped on paper, the knowledge of 
BQusic : it is an acquaintance with one branch of it; 
and as far from riglit are we^ when we fancy our- 
selves botanists, becftuscwe know the names of 
the last newhalf-hundred of plants. But if there 
be, as there certainly is, a satbfaction in knowing 
the principles that form a science, it is a satisfaction 
easily purchased in the science of botany ; and if 
the contemplation of the powers of a great, a 
comprehensive, and an accurate mind, can give us 
pleasure ; if we delight in seeing powers that can 
expand and contract at will, few can be better 
>%'oith our attention than that of Linnaeus. I know 
fiothing equal to his system of arrangement, unless 
it be the logic of ..Dean Aldrich: but were the 
lovers of the science, indi&pensibly obliged, to 
adopt his ideas and bis terms, I know not that I 
should recommend it : lie affords one of the few 
indtances wiiere translation is preferable to an 
original : be might have been as methodical with- 
out riskbg* the misapprehensions that have dis- 
gusted parents, and deterred pupils; and he might 
have shewn hoir. order may rise to subUauty with- 
out 



THt: COUNTESS AND GKRTnUDX!. 9 

out the aid of fancy. But far more reprehensible 
are tliose writers, who taking up his whimsical 
ideas where he left them, have exaggerated them 
by the charms of meretricious poeti^y. I cannot 
conceal my suspicions, or express my detestatioo 
of such teachers. The consequence has been the 
unjust degradation of a lovely science, because it 
is hastily decided, that it cannot be acquired with** 
out the admission of impure ideas — an error as 
little founded in truth, as if you were to forbear 
copying a bust, or a draped figure, because it re« 
quired an attendance on the lectures at Surgeons' 
hall, or the other theatres of anatomy. — * Believe 
fine,' concluded Mrs. Britton, ^ good order is the 
conscience of minor duties, and classification is 
the result of good order. Confusion neyer yet did 
any good, and its inHucnce will render the best 
things worthless */ 

^ This truth has been seldom more clearly verified than in 
the fate of that superb collection, the Lcverihii Mu«ioum. 
On its opening, it was gazed at, like the stock in trade of a 
great upholsterer; and the visitors walked through rooms of 
%rondefs, daxded and overwhelmed : the novelty lasted but a 
short time. Sir Ash ton found it would not do, and blamed 
the laste of thb times : but he was wrong : he would not 
listen to the opinion of noen of science, who saw nothing bi>t 
Vfild disorder in this assemblage of ' all the birds of the air.' 
to save room was his primary object; to shew brilliant colort 
in a favorable light, was his next solkitadc* ; conse<|4ienilyp 
not an iota of erudition was tii be derived from this princely 
congregation of what would have been ifiestimuble, had it 
been in order; and the i-vlmiI has boon thai, cxciiin^^ no inte^ 
test but an uuinl'ormed curiosity, the collection was ruined, 
^d is lM>w scttfcely recolkcted, 

Gertrude 
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Gertrude was, at tliis period, though excluded 
from vivid pleasures, enjoying as much real hap- 
piness as she could attain without the alloy of 
intermingled care ; and to this situation, and the 
gratitude it demanded, the circumstances under 
which she had \>een reared, made her reasonably 
sensible. She had never been flattered, though 
sometimes commended ; — she had not been taught 
to suppose tlie world made for her ; and neitticr 
rights nor expectations had been suggested to her 
by any whose opinion' she felt inclined to trust. 
Slie still omitted nothing in her power that could 
increase her stock of knowledge, though she scarcely 
knew of what it would consist, or to what it would 
amount ; and persuaded that, with all her cAbrts, 
she must yet be miserably deficient, when com- 
pared with the rest of tlie world, she was preserved 
from vanity and conceit. Aware of the facility 
with which she might exchange feminine habits, for 
thoseof Mr. Sterlings study; and considering such 
a change as renouncing inestimable privileges, and 
leading to much that is reprehensible, she made 
tlie attention to her person and to fashion keep 
pace with her acquaintance with better subjects^ 
and felt, perhaps, prouder, when Lady LuxmoreV 
personal servant asked her instructions in the a^ 
fairs of the toilette, tlian when Mr. Sterling turne 
ovQr to her an incorrect paragraph, with his goof 
humored quotation, ^ what you would have 
make it.' I^dy Luxmore's frequent observat 
that the older she grew, the more precise shf 
in her dress, could not deter her, though, it mi 

conf^' 
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confessed, it once provoked her to say, ^ I am 
8O9 ma'am, because I think it right : every body 
who knows Mr. Sterling's kindness to me, will 
give m6 credit for being able to read ; but they may 
suppose, tliat I think dressing well, beneath my 
attention ;> and this would be an injuri<^us idea.' 
It would have answered no purpose, had she, on 
this bint, turned slattern: there were other 
equivalent taunts ready for other occasions. If 
she copied or translated any tijing for herselt, there 
was the question, * Pray, Miss, wlien do you print 

and publish?' ^a sort of * even-lianded justice* 

in reproof, that, after all, left her in perfect 
liberty. .<. 

When not fully employed by Mr. Sterling, and 
with only casual occupation from Lady Luxmorc, 
she had time to get some farther insit/ht into 
natural philosophy, and to improve in drawing. 
He encouittged her in both, and giving her, now 
and then, "oivA vgcCj a lesson in perspective, close 
to a brick-wall, it answered purposes that extended 
her ideas; and slie never lost the instruction con- 
nected with it, or deducible from it. 

Music was still out of her reach ; but she pre- 
served a steady resolution to apply diligently to 

it at her first opportimity. It was now alas ! 

too late for Mr. Sterling to interest himself in her 
indulgence. 

She had stood, for some years, the galling ques- 
tions, * Does Miss sing? Does Miss play? Does 
Miss draw? Does Miss tambour f and receiving 
Ahem like an electrical shock, she rejoiced when 

they 
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they were over, and Lady Luxmore, had, with a 
meaning peculiarly iicr own, ansM-ered, ' No — no ; 

— Miss does nothing.' All these interrogatories 

were favors, compared to, ' Is Miss almost mar- 
ried?' What could the fools who put it, suppose 
would l>e the answer? Did they imagine, ihcif 
would be the first informed ? 

A fine spring this year succeeded a winter, in 
which Mr. Sterling suftercd much fronr a lancruid 
circulation, f ieitrudc's cares had been comforts, 
%vhich he willingly acknowledged; but her almost 
indispcnsibic attention to him, did not recommend 
her to the countess, or conciliate the uncle and 
niccc. In all the useful abilities Gertrude had 
tried to miikc her own, it had not been possible 
to include those of doinjr two tilings at a time, 
or being in two places at once ; and if Mr, Ster- 
ling had set her about sometliinsr that she could 
not leave, and wanted her to do somethinir verv 
trifling, he would say, * Nancy, do you tie this, or 
pin that, for me ;' but rarely did this occur, witlir 
out the correcting finale^ — * Do let Gertrude do 
it; you arc so aukward: — I will wait for Gertrude.' 

The consequence may be prophesied — ' Ah ! I 

see I am nobody ! — it's a l^mv', thing to be a 

favorite !' And then she had a gentle lecture 

on the arts by which she had risen into favor. 

Bat all this was soon to end. In this temper 
tOM-ards each other, and when Lady Luxmore was 
confined to her chamber, by a slight indisposition, 
Mr. Sterling, one morning, made known his in- 
lention of going, as had been of late years, hi$ 

occasional 
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occasional practice, to take the chalybeat water 
at Islington. He invited Gertrude to go with 
him; but she excused herself by the impropriety 
of leaving; the countess: he acquiesced good* 
huiDoredly, tbougli reluctantly, and set out alone 
in the carriage. On his return, about an hour 
before dinner, he went to his study, and was not 
seen till he Mas called to dinner, when he entered 
the dining-parlor with his watch in his hand, which^ 
on coming to the table, he dropt. Gertriidc was 
terrified: she could not understand his appearance 
any farther than sufficed to guess, tliat he must 
feel very ill : he seemed contused, and at a losi^ 
aud, in attempting to say grace, his voice faltered. 
She observed to hhn, that iie seemed unwell, to 
which he replied dejectedly, * I think so too/ 
and was led to his chamber, where^ at the end of 
a week, he expired, leaving Gertrude no consola^ 
tion but the remembrance of his kindooss, and the 
inestimable satisfaction of hearing him say to hi» 
physician, — and they were tlie Jast words she 
heard from his lips, — * She is a good girl.'— -O? 
^ho can tell? — who can vot feel, tlie inisery-Htbe 
deprivation — the solitude — of the forlorn Gertrude 
Aubrey? 

Lady I^ixmore had recovered from her cold, 
,and liad been ^ hei^df through the scene, or 
Tether the rumor of the scene ; for slie knew only 
Jbj report, what was passing. She had sent. for a 
jjbyaiciaui, because the apothecary required it : she 
dbtd engaged a nurse, because tlie physician oN 
rdered it: she had not been vmkind to Gertrude^ 

nayy 

2 



14 THE COUNTESS AXD CEKTRUt>£. 

nay, she had been indulgent; for she gave hcf 
wine, and ot the very best sort she possessed, to 
support her ia her fatigue and anxiety. At the 
end of four days, there had been hopes of life and 
partial recovery ; and these she had accepted as 
if they dismissed all care. When, on the subse- 
quent opinion of the medical attendants, she was 
informed, that all hope was vanished, Gertrude 
was discredited and reproached, as if indulging 
affected feelings ; and when the matter was incon- 
testible, she was blamed, because she could not 
tell how much I^acly Regie gave her servants for 



mournnig. 



But as whatever may be the eccentricities of 
the persons with whom we have to act, it is safest 
to act rightly ourselves; Gertrude's quadruped 
notions, led her to treat the countess like a person 
of some common feelinv. She tlierefore took on 
herself the task of informing her — and she did it 
with the utmost tenderness — ^that her uncle war 

no more. We cannot give the tone of he 

* Well ! then the undeitaker must he sent for.' — 
She sent for her milliner with the undertaker, f 
then ordered the. carriage for an airing, in wb 
Gertrude was obliged to accompany her. 

The relation of uncle and niece is not so 
as to criminate her ladyship's proceedings: 
seldom, very interesting, where authority haf 
exerted anti rejected ; and sorry are we ' 
the knowing that, in spite of alt pro^ 
another |^id<.n will be just, often dispei 
the- cultivcttion of affection. Lady Luxe 
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Mr. Sterling had never been fond ; and when thej 
agreed best, it was rather a truce than an amnesty, 
lake ill-rivetted scissars, they grated on each other, 
unless they had something to cut ; and, perhaps, 
(lertrude, by furnishing this requisite, had con- 
tributed to keep them togettier. When they had 
lived long enough with each other, to love from mere 
habit, they began to do something very much like 
the contnury, from intimacy and weariness ; con- 
sequently, tliey parted without pain^. The apotiie- 
cary civilly enjoined her ladyship to think only 
of her own health, and the undertaker as civilly 
informed her, that, merely for an uncle, nobody 
now shut tbeqiselves up ; and when Mr. Sterling 
was buried, and a few of his friends had left their 
tickets, his memoiy seemed committed to Ger- 
trude. ' . 

Without some purpose of iisefulness, tiie por- 
traiture of character, unless it can always be favor- 
able, becomes, in spirit, libel; and seriously must 
we render an account of any pleasure taken in 
. unveiling the faults of our fellow-creatures. But 
without any breach of charity, we may avail our* 
pelves of experience; and presuming that mankind 
.when they have shaken off the infirmities of the 
. flesh, would rejoice in holding out a lesson to after 
. ages, wc may draw a moral from our tale. Let it 

* We cannot omit here, ihe dictum of an invaluable friend 

•f ours : ' It is impossible to live many yean with any one, 

without dfccovenug their good qualities/ What an improve- 

^ nent in . dvmettic happiness would follow from cultivating 

thb catlitr than the opposite sentiment ! r 



/ 
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be remembered, that, in the t\vo persons novr 
separated by death, there was no remarkable vice^ 
no egregious folly. In Lady Luxmore there was 
nothing to despise, but a peevish, morose, way* 
ward temper, partly inherited, pardy taught, never 
corrected or opposed : had she been, in her child- 
faood, carried out into the fields; had she been 
shewn the sky, the jsun, the moon and stars, as the 
work of a beneficent hand ; hkd she been made to 
contemplate an expanse of water, or the progress 
of vegetation, her mind would have dilated ; and, 
impressed with the conectcd ideas of omnipotence 
and goodness, she might have been led from ad- 
miration to gratitude and sympathy : but nursed in 
aordidness, educated in darkness, and doomed to 
live in sounds of wealth, nothing but a taste could 
have dragged her out of the abyss of inanity, to 
^icfa siic was consiimed : and her intellect became 
fliome and more stagiunt, as it was more and more 
ifiutified against the vicissitudes of lifa 

In her uncle, she might indeed have found an 
object to call out and employ the useful and the 
laudable powers of a female. The large grasp of 
the- masculine mind cannot bend to embrace 
trifles :— trifles are prepured by lower faculties, 
and diiefly by the femaie part of society. The 
family of a learned man, should be, not his care, 
but his relaxation; and their attentions should serve 
to polish down whatever little roughnesses are 
acquired in tUe study. All, indeed, may not be so 
bappy iu Uie object oi their filial atteuiioQ as the 
amiable ^ladcmoisetld ' De Lb-r^iTew are the fisi- 

tliers, 
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thers who, like hers, xetain perfectWntellect and a 
benign temper, at almost fourscore and ten ! — 
few, very few, has the Aln^ighty blest with equal 
powers, and the power of using them to the best 
purposes. It is the privilege of few to stand for- 
ward the bulwark of Christianity against the torrent 
of authorised infidelity, and then to shew how the 
mind can recoil to its simplest mode of existence: 
to write, without ostentation, for the delight of 
the wis^ and the information of the ignorant, an^jt. 
^with equal dignity, to relax the tension of ^ulties^ 
in the fabulous haunts of childhood. 
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CHAPTER. JOyjr. 

\ 

Fi^rtraii of a preceptor* 

WHAt Gertrude had gained from almost die in- 
voluntary fricaidship of Mr. Sterlings she valued ; 
but it was not till many years aft^r this time, that 
she learnt its full worth: the fear of singularity^ 
would, even now, have induced her to barter any 
part of her knowledge for what she supposed the 
accomplishments of other young women : she could 
not, at her age, foresee, that she had acquired, 
while serving him, the most perfect independence ; 
— that her correct curiosity would render the 
world and its novelties, at the same time, pleasant 
and safe ; that she would be willing to accept and 
to resign all that it had to offer;-— that, with 
equal feelings of gratification, she would welcome 
the vicissitudes of society and solitude; — and that, 
happy in herself she would be intrusted with the 
inestimable power of making others happy ; — that 
while many were encountering toil, fatigue, and 
danger, in the pursuit of pleasures which escaped 
their grasp, she, at home and without effort, woul^ 
find the substance of their shadows ; that her siu' 
gularities would be accepted as recommendations 
— and that it would, from her example, be ques 
t^oned^whether a plan of ^uhackneyed usefuln^^ 

somewl 
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^tftewhat above that ascribed to gSrlsj and the 
necessary attainments of ata industrious bote^ 
ftitght not, with less severe discipline indeed, fomi 
th^ best education for women. 

Under the guidance of such a tirtor, thocrgU 
tRfere might be deficiencies, there could be but 
little error. Certainly, the individual ultiihateiy 
bcinefited, was not the primary care of his thoughts : 
trei* advantage Ttras the remit of, not the ihotvae tpi 
fais exertions : but his natural justice, ahd his in- 
dination^ made him afterwards an assistant, wherd 
he had been only a commander ; and >Vheh shei 
had served him, he served her. No mkn bettef 
Understood how to lay a foundation for character ; 
and the edifice he raised on it, though it might 
not be modem, would infallibly be substantial. 
Iti externals, where the love of old habits did not 
prevail, he could be wrong only When' they de* 
viated from right:, he hailed, as the triumph of 
his own system, the adoption of a simple mode of 
ffhnale driess; and, in his latter years, interesting 
himself in her personal appeararice, he would 
oftfeil encourage her to the attentions of the toilette, 
by a reprobation of negligence, by remarking on 
fcfmale neatness as contributing to tKe cheerfulness 
of society, and by a decided opinion, that every 
woman was entitled to mdke every fair advantage 
of the gifts of nature. Notwithstanding his seam- 
ing austerity, which, if described aiid not actuafly 
witnessed, might have led' to a cbnti*ary Suppo- 
sition, he was no severe cetisurer* of fashion, or 
etfen of that eifi»k of it^which a^tititi^ ta !<%: 
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be looked on it with the eye of Addison, and 
thought it too fleeting to abide more than a stnilc. 
Even the artificial complexion nev^ met from him 
a more poignant reproach than the observation, 
that painted cheeks are a sign of an empty head, 
and not consistent with English integrity* But 
respecting thisj he drew a line, which it is suicide 
to pass: the adoption of deleterious beauty, he 
beheld with abhorrence and with loathing, and the . 
wish to impose with contempt. lie was, in all 
points, an advocate for* liberal ex pence, though 
considering himself as living too much obt of the 
world to be influenced by his own opinions ; and 
disliking finery, he gave great praise to what he 
termed, in our dress or our dwellings, ' handsome.' 

Expertness in manual operations, was a great 
recommendation to his favor; and to do worse at 
one time than another, was a failure for which he 
accepted no apology. * Have you not always the 
same number of fingers and thumbs?' was his re* 
proving question. To cariry a tottering pile of 
books^ or a vessel filled with liquid to the brim, 
were commands that had their use; and his not 
permitting Gertrude to sit or walk negligently, 
contributed, more than the dancing-master's in- 
structions, to tlie decency of her deportment. 

Writing, in all its modifications, botli as to 
phrase and character, was indispensibly necessar 
in one who was to serve him ; and he spurred lii 
handmaid's pride, by reminding her of queen E) 
zabeth's excellence in it. He knew the bun^ 
heart too well to accept with mfldem docility, 

^ % persuas 
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persuasion that it is to-be seen the most unveiled 
in the effusions of the peri,* when employed in cor^ 
respondence : he achnitted it was seen to the fairest 
advantage^ for who Is odious on paper? Letters^ 
of friendship and kindness, be acknowledged, shew 
what the aftections can say: letters of business,- 
he asserted, shewed more unequivocally what the 
intellect can do: and in speaking of the royal 
prototype, he referred, for proofs of her extra- 
ordinary endowments, to those letters,* some of 
which, the clandestine disobedience of the persons 
to whom they were writteUj preserved for pos- 
terity. — * The glory of her deeds^^ said he, * otherar 
might share; and we might be defied to prove her 
portion in suggesting measures, or carrying them 
into effect; but of the spontaneous dictation of 
her own sagacity and experience, there can be no 
doubt, when we see it committed, by her own 
band, to paper, and in confidence to a minister *. 

A mind 

* One of these proofs exists in the Sidney papers, in a 
letter from her to Sir Henry Sidney, then Lord-Deputy of 
Ireland, with the inclading injunctions, ' Let this memo- 
rial be only committed to Vulcan's base keeping* — andt 
' Seem not to have had. but secretaries' letters from me'— 
shew to have been of profound secrecy. Some of her senti- 
ments evince the most perfect address in business, as well as 
the most finished prudence. She says, ' Make some difler- 
ence between tried, just, and false friends/—^ — ' Let the good 
service of welUdeservers be never rewarded with loss : let their 
thanks be such as may encourage more strivers for the like/ 
— * A strength to harm is periloils in the hands of an ambi- 
tious head/ * If I had not espied legerdemain, I had never 

played io part; if I did not see the balance held awry, I bad 
•V . ' never 
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A Joiod cast in a smaller inoal4 than Mr. S|#r«^ 
liag's, voqld^ in rearing a girl to hi^ aerviqe, bf^v^ 
t^sed very different means : but in cultivating ber 
powers, b^ sowed wheat, pot cre^i^, and he 
waitod^ patiently tb^ ripening of a alow harvest ; 
had she been educated in a common way, tba 
giving her ^ good epistolary style, or, ai it is vpQf 
yulgi^ly termed, the making her ^ write a g0Q4 
letter,' ipight not only have been an injunction), 
but practice mu^t have been used to accqmplish ^. 
$0 far was he from urging this necessity, that, as 
ve have befpre hiuted, there was no employment 
(ir the leisure of women he more despised, than 
^hat he called, * the chamber-maid's accomplish- 
ment of scribbling.'' Certainly, a facility in doing 
ill, can nev^r be desirable ; and that eloquence oi 
^ngue or pen, which ranks the possesspr with thci 
descendants of Mrs. Slipslop, is not the attribute 
of a gentlewoman. From this sisterhood, let 90 
Oj^ boast herself an alien, because she is of good ^ 
birth, or can spell correctly. The * slipslop' is of ^ 
all ranks of life, and not necessarily illiterate. We 
are happy in saying we feel mi^ch at a loss to givq 
Examples of it; our own fri^4s are very niggard Ij; 
in this point We must borrow from our betters, 
and be beholden for an instance of epistolary 
bathos in the slipslop dialect to a lady, alniost of 
^e i^ighest rank. 

sever myself come into the wmrebaiuip/ ' If ai^ght bavQ beci^ 
amiss at borne, i will patch, though I (;a^iiot wiloleit/ — •' Let 
ys Oct consult so long ak till advice come too lat^ to tb^ 
fivcnt: a ioii\tff} h^tc U^Mrei^ when ^ tba peril is gas^' 

'You 
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^ Yoa do me but justice to believe that it wts 
impossibte for me to iiQagine that my not hearing 
from you^ in this my most heavy Miction, Was 
owing to our want of friendship. No, d^ sir^ 
I was, on the other hand, convinced you shasied 
in a great measure with me. You knew my tnndh 
loved sister, and though you only knew her wheh 
a child, yet ^ven iii that time khe was amiabkr. 
Think then, when these daWning virtues wert 
ripened to perfectidn, what my loss must be: sh4 
was at once my pride and pleasure; and it h^d 
pleased God to adorn her with every external and. 
inward accompHshmdnt that could render her deic^ 
to her poor distressed family. What addition ot 
fortune can inake me asbehds for the Ibsil of so 
affectionate a bister^ so estimable a ftiehd ? But 
I am to blame to dwell so long upbh a subject 
ivhich, I am sure, your good nature and your 
friendship for all bur unhappy fiElmily^ must mak^ 
lid affecting to you ; but indeed ^tis the only ohe I 
am <;apabte of eitlitr writlbg or thinkfhg on. I shall 
th^refire only add papa aiM mania's and my lord's 
^iiipliniientA to y6u, i^A ai^dre you I lim, with ab 
JiivloliLbte fid^ti^,' ftc. ftc. See. . 

Mott sin€ensly do we wisH we could repay otrr 
feSderi patience, With the ^ruedeil of onfe of thb 
tnb^ etegaint bfHet^ that ever came under our 
fiotice, written by General Wolfe, to recommend acn 
officer for promotion. Not having it In our posses- 
ai^i^ we mast endeavor to f)ro|ritiate those of our own 
i6%, by iMyin^ oa the information of mercantile 
fj^4f6mi thai tbi best foteign letfefs they re- 
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ceive, are from females. But however incritorious 
this excellence, we so far agree with Mr. Sterling 
AS to think, that few things have a worse tendency 
(ban the uncontrolled correspondence of very young 
girls: boys certainly have no similar propensity: 
ftw men ever write a letter willingly ; and in boys^ 
there«is a sort of cui bono? which, however they 
jnay waste their /ime, prevents what they think a 
mnste o{ labor ; but girls, if left to themselves, as 
they have, in general, an exuberant imagination, 
ivill scribble quires of paper : they begin with silly 
impertinences about papa and mama, they pro* 
ceed to foggy descriptions of places or things tliey 
Jiave seen, all related in language as unnatural to 
tlieir feelings, as the pitch in which they are taught 
to read, is to their voices : then follow details of 
balls and /ites, where the persons, dresses, and 
manners of the performers and spectators, pass in 
jreviewi and lead naturally to the subjects of love 
and lovers, marriage and married, topics consenta* 
lieoqs to the age of seventeen, elegant and virtuous 
in a gv.od use of them, but vulgar and vicious when 
.thus pursued. The replies to these pitiiy epistles 
seldom tend to coiTect their mischief; and any ro* 
mantic idle unfounded passion, may be blown into 
flame by this substitute for breath. Were we 'to 
write a sermon once- a week, sentiments of religion 
and goodness must be impressed on our minds by 
the exercise; and in tbe same way and proportion, 
inust recorded nonsense affect those \( ho record it. 

Another strong objection to early C5ori:esppnd- 
fnce, subsists in the pouring out from a poor stock 
of 
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of ideas : there is little thought where there is 
great loquacity ; and the time spent by a novice in 
writing a letter, would be better employed in the 
collection of materials. IVfn Sterling's employ- 
ment of Gertrude, in transcribing what he- wrote, 
gave her every advantage without any subtracr 
tion*. 

It cannot be supposed that he, on even/ pointy 
adopted the sentiments of the school of Chesterfield: 
he could not think with more contempt of a mis« 
chievous monkey, than of its founder; but the style 
of his letters, and the tendency and argument of 
those which were designed as spurs to a slow mind 
and heavy faculties, he always commended. 

An education of no common success has here- 
tofore been accomplished, merely on negative prin- 
ciples ; and on such principles, with tiie addition 
of good examples, did Mr. Sterling form Ger- 
trude's style of writing, or, as fashion would call 
it| ' composition ;' but composition it could hardly 

* Utterly irrelevant to what we have been saying, brought 
in by head, neck, and shoulders, but too humorous to be lost, 
we give a proof of the inaccuracy that even Mr. Sterling 
could fall into, and which his candoir made him very willing 
to bring forward. Fie was so often right, that he could 
afford to be wrong ; — and if he had lust by divulging his mis- 
take, he roust have gained by the ingenuousness .of the con. 
Session. He had occasion to write to two persons at the same . 
time; the one a solicitor, the other a catcher of rats. When 
we have said this, it will be supposed he mis-directed his let- 
ten. No such thing : he only misplaced the profr^on^ : the 
▼erooin-bunter took the affront passively; but the solicitor re- 
vested in his reply, to ki^ow why he was stykd rat-catcher. 

be 



be terttied in her cut: whatever she did, ^poor 
girl ! bore the same relation to rule that language 
originally bore to grammar: it was not formed 
by it, but it rarely sinned against it Sbe could 
truly say with Cowper, * Though the art of writing 
and composing was never much my study^ I did 
not find that Blair and Beattie had any great news 
to tell/ f 

What would be a style formed entirely on rules 
of composition, it would hardly be possible to 
imagine in our language ; but it is to be appre^ 
bended, that the effect would be somewhat similar 
to the stifiiiees produced by the preservation of 
the unities in an English drama. Certainly, that 
style which Gertrude derived from Mr. Sterling, 
pretended to no superior excellence, as he gav6 
her no rules to observe, but the using int^rd 
parti; of speech, instead of ready-made phtases^ 
and the reaching the end of making herself under- 
stood with the least trouble to those whom she 
addressed*. — Regarding the distinction of sex, 
eveti in this department of the blind, he adniitted 
in what she did for him, no antithetical imitation, 
no studied terseness^ none of the * ore rotundo/ 
while, bn the other hand> he equally hunted down 

* What wonTd hi Ksre stAi to tlie MteiMfhgly 8tadi6us nsfe 
siadc of phrases in d1ett)et hitefy gi^eti to the public, in whicb 
the noble writer profie^sei Isiiaselffrte to say of tin alfy, that 
our cabinet itausf, be sOppoM, bohfe^ thm wp /— — oir to tfn 
a^nFral tivho lefts, tbdt h'^ cannot dedsi Ar6nr fdrwarding 
an account of att a^tiotr, WIAdk' ts^tAdt in txk ndpdiitlift 
capttifcf • 

all 
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^ itfacledi <:8dence9, all, whafc he ctdfed, * vnting 
to A tune,' lai^ every departure from isioiplicity. 
He bftd ijqet his own ideas of excelieace in tim 
prose of Lord fiacon, Hooker, Barrow, Sir 
Tbooias Browne, Qstx>me, Clarendon, Bentley, 
Clarke, Warburton, Johnscm, mad the other writeri 
of that nervous school ; ilod possessing too ana-r 
lysbg, too discFamiaating a taste, to admire ^vithp* 
out exception, he selected from &eir works^ and 
made her almost get by heart, passages, whose 
peculiar emphasis and beauty rendered them bis 
fiivorites. 

To her he recommended, as characterised by 
mildness, sweetness, el^^ance, and simplicity, the 
style of the author of ' the Whole Duty of Man,* 
pf Hawkeaworti), of Sic William Temple, with an 
exception of hi^ Gallicisms, and even of honest 
Izaak Walton, wfapse * Lives,' as well as the spirit 
€kf the dialogue in hii^ pi8Catoi;y work, he admired 
with afiection ^. 

We have undertaken a task btyoad what we 

^ Pcffmit u»1iete to vcesfd the tean we hsve seen ih the 
qjm^oi iohnneav wk«s refestio^ tke conclodtng sentence of 
WiUtPli'^ UC9.q( SfAcksiiUk To save the reacier's rising from 
his cbai^r, we gure i^, wishin^g we could, convey the trcinuloua 
phuntive tone in which we heard it uttered : ' Thus this pa<- 
fem of meekoess aiKl* primifire innocence, changed ih'n fbr S 
hetteciifi»: 'tis opw loo isle |o with that mine may be like his; 
fcr I am*i» tb# fj^ty-fifth^ jKcaar of my age, aad God knows, it 
liatK Qot been ;. hut i most bfunhly beseech Almighty God^ 
that my death, may ; and I do as earnestly beg, that if any 
reader shaUb receire any satisikction. from this very plain and 
Hi traoMlatioa^ ke iiili ba-a*. ohsAitabW as^ tosay, AmtnJ 

fore- 
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foresawi in endeavoring to give the detail of a 
mindy whose horizon was not bounded, even 
by its knowledge; for we have to plead the 
testimony of a learned and venerable prelate ; — 
may he live to read this ! who, perfectly qualified 
by his own acquirements, to make the appreciation, 
said of this mind, that whatever it did not possess, 
it knew better than any other man's where to seek ; 
and when we add to -this sagacity, the most scru- 
pulous, the most delicate adherence to truth, and 
the ability to describe most manual operations, 
both in technical and colloquial terms, so ^ that 
the eye seemed the organ of information, we at- 
ti'ibute no' common abiluici. to the instructor pf 
Gertrude. Years after his lessons had ceased, 
when she saw the process of printing, M-eaving^ 
and various other species of manufacture^ she was 
not aware that she had not, till then, 3een it. 

As connected with the subject of style^ we will 
go on to speak of 4hose English authors who, as 
possessing or not possessing his good opinion, 
were used in different ways as parts of Gertrude s 
discipline. To the wit of Addison, no critic was 
ever moTC sensible: a thorough acquaintance ^'ith 
the history of the opera, a degree of intimacy with 
Qandel^ which had sometimes made him, though 
itien a lad, the first auditor of compositions since 
known to all ; and a humorous acceptation of the 
shifh of a theatre, gave him particular interest in 
the satire bestowed on the exotic performance of 
a vehicular drama, while the inimitable gravity of 
Addison^ rendered this and all bis other ludicrous 

subjects^ 
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!5irbjects, to his apprehension, iircsistibly comic ; 
but to his didactic style, :and to the arrangement 
of his sentences, he objected a want of vigor and 
of method, which defects, iong after his opinions 
were formed, were made the basis of public exhor- 
tation to an improved mode of diction. To Swifts 
so often quoted as a model, he gave just, but 
<|iialified prabe : he saw no more merit in his 
rejtetion of all foreign etnbellishment, than h^ 
would have done in a professed dereliction of the 
aid claimed by the arts from Italy. The.caricature 
of this excessive purity, exhibited in a work on 

* the bulk and selvidge of the world,' containing 
8ti!i^ongst other English predilections, the word^ 

* thoroughfaresomeness,' instead of penetrability^ 
often connected itself with the remembrance of 
Swift; but of the works jointly the production of 
him and.Arbuthnot, he thought very highly^ as of 

" etiuine humor. The * Tale of a Tub,' * John 
Bull,' the * Tritical Essay,' the ' Wonder of 
Wonders,' the bw-case respecting the black and 
white horses, and many other tracts in the mis- 
cellanies which go under the names of Swift and 
Pope, would, at any time, excite his merriment 
and call forth his admiration ; but on no line of 
the w ritings of these wits, or of any others, which 
offended against decorum, was he ever tolerant. 
To keep out error, and to preserve a mind free 
from degrading images, he seemed to consider 

* es equivalent with the implanting truth and 
Ttrtue. 

Ai 
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As a trumpery taste in Gertrude would hsve 
been very tnomveniefit, he had prohibited her 
iMdiog traab; and tx bribe her ta obedience, he 
bad promised 1 if she would for bear, to give her a' 
better xocliaation : it 'was^IMl. sacrifice to her to re- 
.nounce what she^bad beentavght from her earliest- 
years, to despise ; sbetberefore gave her^ free pro^ 
mise, not to read- what she^.could think he wt>Qld' 
disapprove; and tfaoaghrshe could never pereeive^ 
sAy ^J^ort made to ^ve her this superior taste, it 
eame, somehow, in the natare of things ; and she 
was satisfied* Some little time before he died, 
be had said to her^ * I can perceive your perfect 
adherence. to. yoor promise! it hag. been so perfect; 
that you are now deficient in an acquaintance 'M*kh 
the popular authors of your own country; and 
you may, and you must, when you have oppor-^ 
tuiiity, know what is contained in the writings of 
Fielding and Smollett' The knowledge was easily 
attained ; and at the' time when it was sought 
there was not the smallest danger of her fancying 
Tom Jones a model for a lover, or all the wisdonl 
of tl^ wise contained in the wit, however brilliant^ 
of men who studied rather the town than the 
world. She had heard the characters of the au-> 
thors before she became acquainted with those in 
their pages ; and she could neither adopt nof 
approve their recommendations and substitutions, 
however she might admire their talents. 

With * Doa Quixote' she had, early m her 
rummages, become intimate ; but as it was tbrougli 

the 
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the nodium of tbat called Jarvis's tronslati^ 
that in the quarto edition, superbly decorat 
engravings from no plebian designs, thi 
vith which it impressed her mind, and whi 
Sterling confirmed, were rather those of-wb 
be called ' grand comedy/ than low farce 
Don was always a gentleman; the squi 
never a buffoon or a mountebank ; the bun 
gcave^ and its gra;irity made it more l^un 
and in the much that gave lessons of wisd 
of goodness,, she found those judicious : 
places for sober thought, which, indeperi 
tbeir own excellence, increased, by contra 
of the^other parts. Th«s introduced to Cei 
it was, years after, but a half<-step to the c 
vsben. she had attained a knowledge of t 
guage^ the same countenance served for tb 
of Madrid and^of London : she had not to a 
pce^conceived ideas. of the personages.; an 
she accident! v . discovered the tracestie inti 
other translators had rendered him, she f 
that she had Juio wn no other than the genth 
die very, faithful, and the spirit-transfusin 
to I which the name of Jarvis is af&xed. 

It cannot correctly l>e said, that Mr. Si 
enthusiastic admiration of Don Quixote, ii 
H^dibras ; but, on the same ground, he c 
adaaired both. Accustomed to quote it, : 
the .world, he yet waited patiently for th< 
.l>ility of heff entering ful)y into the spirit of 
depeadipg fop fair estimation on anexteos 
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minute knowledge of obsolete party and its jargon. 
He contented himself with fixing in her mind, by 
his own repetitions, short passages of peculiar 
beauty, and many of which carried with them a 
▼aluable precept. 

As it is not our intention to enter on the subject 
of political opinion, it will answer every purpose 
in our view, if we here say, that one of the first 
of those passages, which he hung upon her me* 
mory, was that which describes what he thought 
an added grace in women, a sincere, respectful, 
and unvarying gratitude to that government, and 
that form of it, wliich protects us ; and as it was 
her good fortune to be bofli in tlie reign of a mo- 
narch whom, if goodness can be amiable, common 
sense must teach us to love and to respect, senti- 
ments of loyalty were, from her first perception 
of her own ideas, congenial to her heart It 
might have cost Mr. Sterling a few minutes' labor 
to teach her, in the case of a vicious monarch, the 
distinction between respect for the office and for 
the person : but he would have succeeded by 
enforcing Sir Thomas Wyndham's advice to his 
sons : ' Cleave to the crown, though it hang on a 
bush.' If a case could have occurred, where it 
was necessaiy to remind her of what he had said, 
be would have asked her, with a cutting contempt, 
how far asunder were the precepts, * Fear God, 
honor the king ;* and if she could have fretted at 
services unrequited, the passage we allude to in 

HudihraSi would have answered every purpose : 

♦ For 
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' For loyalty is still the sarae^ 
Whether it win or lose the game; 
True as the dial to the sun, 
Altho* it be not shone upon */ 

The subjugation under which she had been 
reared, tending rather to liberate than to fetter 
her opinions, she might, with the prudence of 
being silent, have adopted any of the absurdities 
which the countess's warped temper madi her 
prabe as hostile to the established order of things; 
and the notions of the viscount miirht have assisted 
in destroying first principles; but when she re** 
forted to Mr. Sterling for an explanation of the 
names given to various modes of government^ 
he bad amplified on the subject, and concluded 
with saying, * If there are two descriptions of per- 
sons better entitled to the benefits of Bethlem 
hospital than others; they are heads of families who 
promote faction, and teachers of schools with 
democratic inclinations. A republic is a fine thing 
in poetry ; but it will not do in a large commercial 
island like our's/ 

The most scouting ridicule would have met any 
presumption on the part of Gertrude to ' ape the 
politician ;* and his method would have been to 
overwhelm her with a torrent of diplomatic jargon; 
but to informing her on any point of history, be 

^'Is the reader informed that one of the best translations 
fxtsting, is of this extraordinary poem into French verse, and 
by an Englishman^ If he can ever get a sight of Colonel 
Towalcy's work, printed in London, 1757> it will, if be b« 
AaijM|ittof the poem, surprise \^m. 

iUi. i> had 
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had no objectioD ; and even on legal points con- 
nected with h, be would take pains to speak at 
some length, ending his sentences, as he proceeded, 
with, * Do I make mybclf clear?* * Do you 
completely understand mer' The fruit of this 
trouble was tt)c firmest fortification against paltry 
captiousness and ignorant sophistry. He let her 
see tHe wide ditlerence between the meaning uow 
affixed to terms, and that origioally conveyed ; and. 

. hence he warned lier against being can^ied away 
by opinion that has lost sight of its origin. The 
water at tlie source and at the mouth of a river, 
may be very different ; but what can he discover 
of its properties, who analyses it within reach of a 
salt spring-tide ? 

In aid of liis information derived from histonr. 
had come the acumen and philosophic applications 
of her Roman tutor. When reading Davila, he 
had often stoi)t her to rc[)eat the. remark, that the 

. 5ftairs of a people may be traced in those of a 
house, and tlrat, rice versd^ by amplification, our 
personal concerns may becon:e the interests of man- 
kind. He had warned her not to consider tlie time 
bctowed in rcadinj;; a history of strifes in a foreiga 
country, as merely an exercise on the language,, 
or even the bare attainment of u knowledge of 
facts. ' You will find,' said he, Uhe pains you have 
bestowed on these volumes, useful to you through 
life : the charactci's of those qualifies which are 
understood by experience, must be ^vritten on the 
young mind in a large hand, that they may be 
correctly read ;— tiiey may be transcribed for u«et 
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into a srnaller at any time ; and be assured, that 
3ften, ti'hen you are obliged to consider before you 
let, the errors of these persons will serve you for 
I guide; you will recollect the evils to which a 
p^ant of temper has led, and the public crimes 
|>roduced by private motives : you will see boy^ 
Jecessary it is to know precisely what is right, arid 
to keep that honestly in view : you will perceive 
iie folly of endeavoring to please persons of op- 
posite interests ; and believe me, if yoii ever have 
1 family of servants to govern, you will govern 
:hem the better for having read Davila witb 
»e.' 

Recollecting as far as we are able, and in'obe- 
lience to a recfuest for the detail, what were the 
l)Ooks that Mr. Sterling threw in Gertrude's way, 
we must add to those we have enumerated. But 
A doing this, let it be understood, that the man* 
3er in which she was made to use them, is to be 
:onsidered. Of some, she was ordered to read 
>arts, and was told that the rest was not worth her 
Touble. Such was the control of his opinion, 
:bat, on what he told her was not worth her trouble, 
»be never bestowed it, even when from under hi^ 
lye: she read the most instructive of Erasmus's' 
' Colloquies' under this control, and even parts 
)f Shaftesbury's writings. Selden's * Table-talk/ 
(lume's ' Essays/ were wor|is that called for a little 
verbal preface when given to hen Watts's Logic 
ihe was compelled to begin by way of punisbhient 
lod coi^rective of a shuffling method of excusing 

X) 8 hersetf, 
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herself, consequent on nervous terror; but she 
soon regarded it as a favor, rather tlian an in* 
fliction. 

When she had finished Lord Clarendon's his 
tory, which we should have said was preceded by 
Baker's * Chronicle/ he gave her two volumes, 
which delighted her : The * Memoirs of a Cavalier/ 
and the * autlientic recollections of Dr. Welwood •/ 
fiurnet's * Own Time/ Howels * Letters/ and the 
* Nugae Antiquse/ followed these, and closed, as far 
as we can recollect^ her historical acquirements 
under him *. 

Slender would have been her knowledge, had 
her reading bounded it ; but the living commen- 
tary of Mr. Sterling's conversation, contained far 
more than the text of any autiior; and the reasoot 
with which he condescended to enforce his opinions 
made tliem her's without destroying that liberty 
which is opposed to hereditary prepossession. 

Milton s ' Minor Poems,Xollins's * Odes/ some 
of Dryden's ' Fables/ his ' great Ode/ the ' Iliad 
and Odyssey,' the * Rape of the Lock/ some bf 

♦ To tlie last-named, indeed, of these works, she owed ac* 
know led gments oi'a still higher kind. We may excite a sroilr 
whtrn we refer part of her character to an imitation of Prince 
Henry, son of Janus I.; but it is fact, that from the raemoii*' 
of him, in Dr. Harrington's publication, bhe borrowed that 
method of self-government, which his royal highness devisc4 
for himself: and had there been any one near her, candid 
enough to own, or at leisure to see, that she was tm had on« 
year than in that preceding, the cause mighi have been traced 
io this source. 

WaUer'g 



THE COUNTESS AND GERTRODfe. 3^ 

Waller's and Cowley's Poems * ; Prior's ' Odes on 
tlte deaths of Queen Mary and Colonel Villiers/his 
* Paraphrase of St Paul's definition of charity,' his 
' Henry and Emma,' and all his innocent effusions of 
wit and mirth he recommended ; and many of them 
she had by heart. On giving her Thomson's * Sea- 
sons' he warned her that they represented things 
as they should be, rather than as tiiey are : M9 
^ Castle of Indolence,' he wished her to admire, as 
he did Shcnstone's * Schoolmistress;' but for the 
other works of the last-named poet, it was not « 
• consistent with the manly character of his mind, to 
entertain much respect. 

Of plays, divided into tragedy and comedy, 
those of Shakespeare, and the 'Three plays' of Ben 
Johnson, stood highest in his' estimation. He was 
attached to many of the comedies of the old school ; , 
but as Gertrude heard of these only by chance, 
she supposed them involved in the censure due to 
licentious writing. One circumstance connected 
with the stage, of which he was critically fond, 
had subjected him to the effect of prejudice. 
Early in life he had had the run of one of the 
theatres ; and having seen Julius Cffisar thirteen 
nights in succession! the very mention of a Roman 
play would irritate him. 

* He was a genuine admirer of tbe prose of Cowley, par. 
licularly of his ^ Discourse! by way of Essays ;* and to the 
eloquence of Waller's speeches he did justice, notwithstand- 
ing bis contempt for his character^ 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XLVIII. 
The portrait JinitM. 

We have purposely referred to the last class of 
literature that it occurs to us U> mention, books on 
the most important subjects. Mr. Sterling's advice 
to Gertrude on that of religion, had been as far a? 
it went, unanimous with that of Mr. Sydenham. 
To fear God and to keep his commandments ; — to 
believe in the divine character and mission of hi^ 
^n, and to rely on hb atonement ; to honor the 
king, and to do strict justice — as it had been bis 
practice, became his precept. The books there* 
^ore which he put into her hands^ were such as are 
(Called orthodox. His advice, with regard to tb9 
Scriptures, was conveyed in an exhortation to 
keep up a constant acquaintance with them ; and 
his own practice of reading them daily, would 
)iave overcome a disinclination ; but in Gertfud^ 
there was none. We have traced and described 
her early predilection for them. He read> but 
he did not advise her to read, the commentaries of 
Patrick, Lowth, and Whitby, with Mac Knight's 

* Harmony of the Evangelists :' he gave her Law's 

* Serious Call ;' and he advised her, at some future 
period, to read Butler's * Analogy / but in stating 
bis opinions, candor makes it necessary to add, 

* how 
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how far bis spprobation went. Of the latter wort, 
iie thought very higMj : he considered it as the 
atchieipement of a mtnd capable of the deepest 
thought and the most sublime speculation ; and he 
certainty did not expeet that it would become a 
present for girls at school, not reared under any 
particular influence of serious thought, or possess* 
ing supernatui-al acumen of inlettect. He would 
have been surprised at the rapid growth of the 
present age, could he have heard our lovely 
Leucotboe profess, that / she had gone entfrely 
thrdugh it, and found no difficulty in comprehend- 
ing it :' he would have shaken his head ; nor would 
he have given much more credit to some of ber 

seniors. ^ I like no reading but metaphysics,' 

said a young woman to him:— he smiled; for a 
Woman must have been very disagreeable, to have 
dmwn out more than this rebuke from him, in con* 
versation. 

Of Law*s work, his judgment was very different, 
and certainly not such as raised it in her esti- 
mation, though she did not reject its counsels. The 
character and temper of the writer, which he knew 
well, did not recommend it ; and the fanatical ap« 
pendages to his romantic portraits, sometimes 
met his apprehension in a ludicrous point of view. 
It was not, indeed, to be expected, that a mind, 
which, however lowly and contrite the heart con- 
nected with it, stood yet on a high ground of 
virtue — a mind that fed itself from the rich re- 
sources of the first Christian moralists, could, with 
complacency^ enter into the groveling solicitudes 
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of a weak, peevish ascetic. He who read, with 
glowin<r adoption, those mlEtnly^ or may we not say» 
divine aphorisms, of Browne, which we select here 
by chance, — * Rest not in an ovation, but a tri- 
umph over thy passions. Let anger walk banging 
down the head : let malice go manacled, and envy 
fettered after thee. Behold within thee, tlie long 
train of thy trophies, not without thee. Make the 
quarrelling Lapithytes sleep, and Centaurs within 
tliee lie quiet. Chain up the unruly legion of 
thy breast Lead thine own captivity captive, and 
be C&sar within thyself,' — was not of a tempera* 
ment calculated for so low a latitude as that in 
which William Law wrote this chapter — we quote 
on this side the question, as equity demands, by 

a random opening of the book ^ How the 

imprudent use of an estate corrupts all the tempers 
of the mind, and fills the heart with poor and 
ridiculous passions:' nor could he see life and 
nature in the portrait of poor Mundanus, who is 
said, ^ when he sees a book of devotion, to pass it 
by as he does a spelling-book, because he remem- 
. bers that he learned to pray so many years ago, 
under his mother, when he learned to spell.' 

It was not the common vulgar fear of being 
righteous over-much, that made Mr. Sterling de- 
preciate the * Serious Call :' he well knew there 
was little danger, in the fallen state of human na- 
ture, and above all, in the present age of ti>e 
world, of an excess of righteousness ; but he very 
much discouraged all attempts at appearing righ- 
teous over-much i and it is to be apprehended, 
♦ , that, 
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tiiat, had Gertrude been disposed to submit her 
judgment to the guidance of Mr. William Law, 
and to emulate his now impossible Miranda, he 
ivould have warned her against affectation. Mr. 
SterKng was certainly no very profound arithme- 
tician ; but he would have bestowed a few 
inches of paper, and brightened up his recollection 
of the use of figures, to have proved to her, that, 
•t no time since these aunts of the sceptic his- 
torian lived, would it have been practicable for 
Miranda, with an income of two hundred pounds 
a year, to have set up again in business^ twenty 
bankrupts^ — in as many years to have educated 
and put in a way of employment^ mimy poor chil^ 
dren ; to have allowed every sick laborer within 
her reach J twice the value of his wages; to have 
paid the rent and contributed to the clothing (^ 
many poor families ; to have made good all losses 
of caws or horses or by little robberies in her 
neighborhood ; to have allowed, even a stnail num^ 
ber of old people more than the wages they earned 
when young ; and to have relieved all casual 
beggars ;^ but if w#' are not mistaken, for we have 
not time to ascertain it, — this is not all; — our 
memories- have ctmfounded tliemselves with our 
imaginations, if she does not maintain a young 
man at the university^ to enable him to enter on 
the service of the church. — Surely the saimple was 
the gross quantity. ' . 

But however we may under-rate the lal>ors of 
William Law ;-^however we may be persuaded 
tliat running away from the world is not going 

through 
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through it, and that a noble mind, with regard to 
our fellow-men, is not inconsistent with an humble 
beart towards our Maimer ; God forbid that we 
should} for a moment appear to depreciate the 
sublime precepts in which the poor man meant to 
found his little dramas and dramatic characters ! 
Better, ten thousand thousand times, write like 
Law^ ihan like him in whose family be practised 
his peevishness; and that there may be two 
opinions concerning his work, and that we may 
not be infallible in our*s, we readily confess, while, 
prompted by a taste for justice, we transcribe a few 
lines of eulogium, which we find in our copy of 
the book, and which we suspect to be of no less 
authority than that of the late reverend Dr. Chap- 
man, archdeacon of Sudbury. 
- ' This excellent treatise is written in a strong 
and nervous style, and abounds with many new 
and sublime thoughts. It has in it whatever wit 
imd wisdom can put together ; and we may venture 
to add, that whoever sits down without prejudice, 
and attentively reads it throughout, will rise up 

the wiser man and the bettecCSbcUtiaQ*' 

When Mr* Sterling was, we vfll not say, edu- 
caiing his eltve^ but instructing his apprentice^ 
it did not occur to him, as necessary, to qualify 
Jber for any sort of disputation, nmch less for that 
apecies of it connected with her faith, her peace 
of mind, and her everlasting hopes. We did not 
at that time #«tt so much of religion as we do 
now. None had laid down their loo-cards to 
decide what species of fiiitb comes short of, or 

constitutes 
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constitutes metbodism or sociniaQism, when he 
formed his opinions. Good people went to church 
on Sundays, and, if living at leisure, on litany-dayi 
and red-letter days: they kept their children in 
obediencei ahd their servants in order : they lived 
"within their income, on principles of reason, dis- 
cretion, and duty : they conceived all interference 
with their aieighbors' modes of faith, unbecoming; 
^d forbearing equally from disturbing and from 
traducing them, they were not driven to draw 
upon the exchequer of religion, to avert the disr 
credit of the moral department. 

But notwithstanding tliis seeming deficiency, 
her creed was as safe as that of any disputant : 
she was not in the habit of risking any thing she 
Talued^ against that which she wished not to possess ; 
and she had common-sense enough to know, that 
whatever a female fights for, she stands a f^ir 
chance to lose. To be select in all her associar 
tions, was advice worth a volume of polemics, as 
ihe could have used it; and to continue studfast 
in a faith she had first received at her baptism, 
and then adopted at her confirmation, was an in- 
junction no .more difficult to comply with, tnan 
the preservation of her innocence or her reputa* 
tion : she needed no argument to defend either ; 
for she wore them in her heart : and when after- 
wards assailed by light feasoners with something 
like ridicule for her aversion to reading that which 
might create doubt, she could defend herself under 
the shelter of the great Mrs. Carter s example. 

The 

2 
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The writings of Jeremy Taylor and Archbishop 
Syoge, ' The great Importance of a Religious Life/ 
the * Religio Medici/ the pretty little volume en* 
titled * The Religion of a Gentleman/ the inesti- 
mable * Prayers of Bishop Andrews/ Ray's ' Wis- 
dom of God/ Derham's * Physico-Theology/ and 
many other works, for which the world has found 
substitutes, employed her Sundays, till her in- 
creased knowledge of languages, and a maturer 
mind, led her to a wider circuit Mr. Sterling's 
principles of toleration, gave him ^tdvantages 
which a narrow prejudice renounces : he read 
Parsons's * Christian Directory,' * Bellarmine's 
* Art of Dymg,* and Lardner's * Credibility of the 
Gospel,' &nd saw the merit and the use of all of 
them : he had lived much, in the early part of his 
litci with those respectable dissenters, who, equally 
. removed from affected puritani^m, and from thfe 
equivocations of a lax faith, accepted thankfully, 
and without abuse, the quiet guaranteed to them 
by a mild government. 

His habits of piety had increased with his 
age ; and they had led bim, by degrees, to choral 
service, and to a regular attendance on the less 
decorated style of parochial worship, where per- 
haps his presence was necessary to make the con- 
gregation; but all this was the effect of choice, 
and was accompanied with no profession of pecu- 
liar strictness. • 

It was one of Lady Luxmore's plans of govem- 
menty if we may be allowed the expression, to 

inoculate 



THi: GOCNTF.SS AND GERTRUDE* 4^ 

inoculate her dependent with faults, and then ex* 
iiibit them as the disease of her nature. To the 
incessantly repeated allegation of a disposition to 
falshoody whichy poor woman! she could not sepa- 
rate, in her ideas, from a love of the marvellous^ 
which she had herself implanted, and froip terror, 
which she inspired ; — of insolence, which consisted 
* in the feeling of a human creature under oppres- 
sion never resisted and seldom declared ;-^and ci 
conceit or self-sufficiency, which had no founda- 
tion but in the impossibility of being ignorant,-— 
was added the charge of idleness, and an endeavor 
to make it appear just. Mr. Sterling, knowing 
^c value of precept inforced by example, would 
often enliven his reprehensions by the result of 
his experience ; and amongst others, gave her a 
fact which could not fail of impressmg lier mind : 
* When I was a school-boy,' said he, * there were^ 
nearly of the same age as myseli^ two boys, one 
of whom was an example of industry, the other of 
idleness. The master under whom we all were, 
took infinite pains with both; and using, as oc- 
casion required, commendation of the one as a- 
stimulus to the other, and exhortation mixed with 
prophetic encouragements and earnings, he tried 
all that patience and discriminating care could 
accomplish, to secure success to the diligent, and 
to avert impending ruin from tlie slothful. The 
industrious lad rose to wealth and honor ; and I 
have seen him in situations, which repaid, tenfold, 
all his former toils. The idle one, sunk in indo- 
lence and apathy, was lost to us ; and he might 

have' 
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have died without affording us tlie only benefit in 
his power, the moral to bis dream of lite, bad I 
not one evening, many years ago, in coming along 
Pail-Mall, met him, and recognised him as a 

watchman r ' And shall I be a watchman. 

Sir ?' might Gertrude have said, under the influ* 
ence of her panic ; but her fate had been long 
previously settled by Lady Luxmore's deciding 
that it would be the sifting of cinders on Whiter 
chapel-mount: — a doom that gave her such ^ 
horror of the wretched object, that it was matter 
of great relief to her mind, even years after, to see 
it sboveiled away. 

In all his conversations Mr. Sterling paid no 
respect to * la petite jnoi^ale propre atir Jeunes 
dames :^ be would say, when any thing of the kind 
was recommended, * There is no peculiar Heaven 
for little girls : the virtues and vices are of no 
ac»,' though Heathen mythology personified them : 
let girls be taught their duty in its original strength, 
not watered down into a mere infusion. Do not 
sprinkle them with goodness : let their very 
bones be dyed with it Teach them what they owe 
to God, and they will learn what they owe their 
neigh lx)r.' 

Having stated thus much, it is scarcely neces^- 
tary to add, except for the sake of being explicit, 
. that he desf)ised all shallow pretensions, and kepT 
clear of philosophy-mongers and covert raatt?rf- 
alists. He was well acquainted with the tenets al 
all sects ; and the progress of deism barf not 
escaped liis attention. That adoption of every 

thing 
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thing which came under the general terniy ' French 
prbciples/ he had had opportunity of tracing from 
its deep radix, to its slenderest ramifications ; and 
his opinion of it never varied : he kept equally 
aloof , from calculators, mechanical reasoners, and 
the votaries of truth and rationality, who have 
been so liberal of their commentaries on the Di* 
vine Will ; and strongly did he suspect that sub- 
sequent theory which makes obvious ^ utility/ the 
lest of moral good, and substitutes that worldly 
regard for reputation styled honor, and which, in 
its fit place, is highly commendable, for the unre- 
served obedience which we owe to Him who cre- 
ated us, and in whose hand are our destmies. 

He did not demand a profession of religious 
faith, from autliors writing merely on morals ; but 
he watclied against the artifice of implied infidelity ^ 
and all equivocation he abhorred*. None oi 
the ordinary excuses borrowed from a permitted 
regard to interest, or tlie fear of giving offence, or 

* His keen relish of what was ludicrous, made him ofleo 
merry where a lighter mind would have been grare ; but his 
mirth never hurt the effect of his admonitions. He admired, 
as an i&tanc« of dextrous equivocation, the authentic anec- 
dot* of the Jacobite Lady W- , which he had from 

the iipt of h«r niece, Lady Frances C— — -, afterward* 
Marchioness of T— : * Why do you not come to 
prayen/ said the old lady to Lady Frances, who was visiting 
her : — ' Because, Madam, I hear you do not pray for the 
king.'**^' Noc prmy for the king ?— who says I do not pray 
fi»r iha king? I will have you» and those who sent youy 
know tkat 1 1^0 pmy for th« king, though I do not think it. 
neccMiT/. t^ Icli Ci«d Almighty wiio is king/ 

the 
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the wish to conciliate, diet any toleration from 
him, where a disguise of truth or justifiable opi-^ 
nion was the result Nor more lenient was be to 
the unnecessary introduction of the name of the 
Deity, or a referfence to Providence : he preferred 
the adoption of those expressions, made synony- 
mous by usage, which throw a veil over that which 
the mind should not approach unprepared. No 
profane exclamation ever escaped him : never did 
he attempt to gain belief by asseveration. * We 
may use strong expressions,' he would say, ' till, as 
in taking strong liquors, we are insensible to their 
strengtli ; and interjections are in general too fool- 
ish to belong to a good style *. Make no attempt, 
child, to get over the horror you at present feel in 
hearing the imprecations of the streets, or the dis- 
gust which some of my niece*s visitors inspire, 
when-they cry out, * God bless my soul ! Lord God 
Almighty ! and Christ God !' — it is odious ; it is 
vulgar — It is impious to a tremendous degree. The 
* Yea, yea,' and *Nay, nay,' are of afar better taste.* 

It remains for us to speak of the interest Mr. 
Sterling took in subjects not immediately literary, 
but connected with literature and the fine arts. We 
have hinted his love of music, and that it led to 
that branch of it which we call ancient To mo- 



* What would he have taid to the lady, who at a Whist* 
table, cried out, ' What a mercy it was that I held the ace 
of spades !'— or to Lady ' when she exclaimed, 

' By the living Jingo, the dog has jumped over the walH' 

dera 
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dem music he bad the same dislike as to many 
Other modern things : his rule was general^ Uit 
the exceptions were so Qiafiy, as almost to anni* 
hilate it Consistently with his radical notions^ 
he thought little of melody, or of coropositioiia 
where the manual dexteri^ of performing them, 
was the paramount exoelleiidfc. No one who had 
once made the experiment, would have offered to 
introduce him to hear the Miss Rattletraps phty 
lessons in succession, or Lady Altissima Macaw 
whoop a Bravura. Had Gertrude been indulged 
with learning music, thoroug|h4)ads would have 
be^i an indbpensible part of it. 

Of performers, both musical and dramatic, hm 

judged without that prejudiced reference to early 

Jdays, that so often stops discussion. He did not; 

withJlie late Lady , compare the grief 

of our great Melpomene, to that of a cheese- 
monger's wife, because in the season of a mora 
accessible heart, she remembered Mrs. Gibber: 
he was, on the contrary, disposed to find merit 
wherever it subsbted, and to advert to the oper- 
ation of time, as a reason, when he could not 
Join in the enthusiasm of younger men. 

In painting, his criticism would have formed 
the taste of a young artist He demanded in that, 
as in all other things, a regular procedure from 
first principles, to the perfection of taste and 
finishing ; and no beauty of coloring, nor even, in 
prints, any delicacy of engraving, could atone to 
him for a bad qutlioe. — * If a thing is wrong in the 
trst stagey' add he, * it may be dujfuiicd^ but it 

WQL. III. s 4Pevcr 
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never c^n be corrected in finishing.* :' he knew 
accurately the proportions of the human figure, 
and every rule of perspective ; and could he have 
prevailed on his niece to suffer Gertrude to draw 
tlie heads of the Cartons, she might liave availed 
herself early of his knowledge; but Lady Luxmore 
thought no drawing fit for young ladies but flowera : 
and tlie disagreement produced neutrality between 
them, and the loss of useful knoM'ledge to poor 
Gatty ! 

Statuary was a favorite theme of conversation 
with binr> ; and in this, as in painting, he treated 
with a propel' disregard, all that petty criticism, 
ti'fiidh. leaving great excellencies to shift for tlicin- 
ielves, fixes on some trifle to admire. Whenever 
Roubiliac^s statue of Handel was commended for 
the natural position of the slipper; — when f^s o^ 
silk anrd satin took attention from the animated 
features and the well-turned limb« he was out of 
' all patience. He gave credit to the sagacity, but 
not to the connoisseurship of the sailor, who de- 
nied the head of his ship to be the Queen, because, 
having no ring on the proper linger, * she could 
be nothing more than tlie king^s concubine.* 

All imitations, — all deceptions,— and nearly aU 
representations of still-life, he passed over, to de- 

' *' All opinion somewhat limiUr to tliis, he entertained in 
norali. When assured that a young girl who liad disgusted 
him by tymptoms of hardened cfTruntcry, was improved^ h% 
replied : .' 1 doubt the possibility : education may make her a 
hypocrite^, and hide her character: but the character will h6 
ii\\\ the same/ ^nd w it proved. ' 



THE COUITTESS AKD'OEKTEUDE. 51 

Tour in ecstacy the njiagic of the pencil in tliose. 
works to which the multitude cannot apply even 
that happy general term, clever^ ; a term of praise 
which offended him, as did all indiscriminating 
commendation, or unappropriate phrase. Had 
Gertrude ever described the graad uafretty^ or the 
sublime as natural^ she would have been made to 
feel her folly severely. i 

. Though he certainly took less interest thaa 
might have been expected, in the affairs of Greece 
and Italy, every branch of their arts attracted his 
notice ; and there was, perhaps, scarcely a pubKc 
building in Athens or at Rome, which be would 
not have recognised at sight His topographical 
knowledge of the latter was so accurate, that he 
might easily have made it believed that he had 
lived there; and he could have directed a travel* 
ler to most of the best pictures in Italy. 

In none of his tastes had he the smelliest affec- 
tation.: bis perceptions were too vigorous to^Wait 
the leading of any one ; and his mind was too in- 
dependent to seem to be led : he could not, pen* 
haps, have referred to any point of time when a 
good picture or a fine statue would have been lost 
on him ; but he could not always acknowledge 
beauty where be was told b^Nvould find ]t4 Truth, 
that basis of every part, of his mind, seemed to 
form his taste, and presented to him for exaniple>| 

* The extensive usefulness of this adjective is best learrt 
^in the Itk of Wigbt^ We mre iavtiMi tB wm • m tlmr 
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the works, as it was then thought^ of the best pe* 
riod of the arts. What he would have said or 
felt, had he lived to see the Elgin marbles import- 
ed bitbeTy alas ! we can but conjecture. 

'His moderation prevented all bigotry : he would 
not have accepted rudeness for sublimity, nor did 
lie ever fastidiously reject an improvement Sca- 
mazzi's ingenious reuioval of the Ionic vdute to 
the angle of the capital, he admitted as classical ; 
but to foUow caprice or even convenience, in the 
proportion of a column, to bring together hetero* 
geneous attributes, or to mingle styles, were with 
hkn crimes not to be expiated. No knowledge of 
htm can warrant a guess at what would have been 
his indigpation in seeing the milange of tastes now 
erouded into our d%vellings. 

His taste for the study of architecture had, ia 
early life, excited him to read Palladio in the ori- 
ginal, and rendered him extremely hqstile to the 
style of building in the newer parts of London^ 
where, as he said, every Uiing was of the no^natien 
order. Bath, when the Circus, the Lower Cres- 
cent, and the principal houses in Queen-square, 
were its boast, he admired very much. Of the 
churches in every part of London and its vicinities, 
he had the most accurate knowledge : he had stu- 
died them witii a scientific eye ; and making use 
of every circumstance as it arose, to improve those 
intellects which were to render him back their tri- 
bute, he taught Gertrude the value of foresight 
by making her comprehend that of Sir Christopher 

Wrea 
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IVnen in preparing the arch-way under the tower 
of St Magnus's church, against the probable re- 
sioval of the houses ou London-bridge. 

The respect paid to talents is perhaps the most 
gratifying that justice can offer^ or modesty receive ; 
but we must suppose there is a superior satisfoc* 
tion in ^'aiving it when preseotcd, since Mr« 
Sterling might have been distinguished, in wa} s 
very soothing to human vanity, if his own re* 
jection had not interposed. To an invitation to 
join the Royal Society, he replied by a grateful 
acknowledgment, but an humble opinion that, b&« 
fog no mathematician, he deserved not a placre 
there ; and the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws 
offered him by one of our universities, he declined 
on tlie same modest appreciation of liis right to it. 
But his judgment of himself never mis-led him 
into an exaggerated opinion of obligation. On an 

invitation to dinner from the late Duke of , 

he said, * I should have received it as ao honor, 
if I did not know that he invited the Jockey* 
Club last week ; and in spending an evening uith 
a Secretary of State, he, who had known how 
business used to be done, was not at all propitiated 
by high rank, to think well of the striped occupa- 
tion of reading dispatcheSi and practbing airs on 
the German flute/ 

We have endeavored to draw faithfully, and for 
purposes of nsefuhiess; the character of a man to 

whom 
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whom Terence's ealogium justly and exactly ap* 
plies ; and in bestowing it on whom we do but 
copy what friendsbip and intimate knowledge sug* 
gested — 

Ncy illiiiimpdi jam nobis magDa civium 
Penuria est. Homo aatiqui virtute ac fide ! 

and we will conclude it, leaving it reluctantly! by 
remarking how small, even in the judgment of 
Gertrude, was the dust. of human imperfection, 
weighed against a life unstained even by a vicious 
thoutjht *. There was far more of Cato than of 
Cicero in Mr. Sterling's composition ; and ther6 
was a time, perhaps, when, with the great Sir Tho- 
mas Browne, he might have thought the state of 
the world admitted no milder resolve, than ^ to do 
no injury and suffer none ;' but his severity was of 
that description which rather waits permission to 
relax, than seeks increased tension ; and whenever 
he met with thojse admirable tempers that are oil 
to a perturbed ocean, he made no opposition to 
the physical effect His niece knew not that she. 
was bestowing great praise on him, when she re^ 
proached him, in his latter years, that any one pre- 
tending to be religious, miglitpick his pocket. The 

• We do not like to omit, though, as we have not low 
tastes to describe, we hardly know where to introduce it, 
one peculiarity in Mr. Sterling's character or feelings. An 
invitation to dine on turtUf or venison would have oflended 
j^im : he thought the foible must be ^nry promiiieDi whe» 
the bait was so exposed. 

I • •• • * ■ 
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censure 



censure was not true* in tta fiiet; but hmiifbS'9^ 
much indebted to her as if it bad been, mr it ooly 
told, tbat whatever migl)tl)t bindtpanbn of his lieUP 
low creatures, he oould not jippose tliem aft.cQi> 
rupt as they are * 

Tnose faults of his character under which Ger- 
trude suffered, venial in themselves, and even sa- 
lutary in their effects, hojd out an important 
lesson on the consideration necessary in selecting 
our domestic society. His pretty amiable wife 
died too early to make any change in him ; and 
bad she lived, we can suppose nothing but his kind 
acknowledgment, that even her solicitudes, though 
now and then a little teazing, were too flattering, 
for reprehension, and too well meant not to be 
laudable ; but in domesticating himself with his 
niece, he froze his heart ; and perhaps without the 
juvenile warmth of Gertrude's character, it might 
have indurated. But the extreme point of Lady 
Luxmore's jealousy formed that of her dominion 

* \Vc repent of havino; omitted another proof of his can- 
dor. To secure Gertrude from the danger of despising per- 
sons remarkable for any natural deficiency, he told the re« 
proof he had met with t-arly in life. * I was/ said he, * in- 
vited to a private concert, where was a man so disposed to 
prate, and so little able to bear a part in any conversation, 
that between the acts, he afforded great diversion to us 
young ones. The master of the house came up to us, and 
addressing himself to me as the ringleader, he said, ' Young 
gentleman, if you possess advantages over others of your 
fellow-creatures, it is by God's goodness, not your merit; 
and to use them to deride others, is not t,he best way of shew- 
ing your gratitude/ 

1^M> over 
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over him ; aod had he sandved her, the benigD in« 
iluence of his setting sun might hav^ obtained for 
him a regard as tender as the respect entertained 
for himy by all who knew himi was sincere. 
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CHAPTER XUX. 

grkf. Experimtntt. ReHgioMs cpiaioMs. Am uppor* 
ttme viiii. A ntw wuuitr. A tD<ll-bckav€d patmg man» Ham 
to make good gjirh good for tomethiitg^ A fair xoarning, TJk 
yotmg man saucj^. 

Th£R£ 18 an occupation in domestic sorrow, tbatp 
for a time, braces the mind against its weight: there 
is a succeeding pause which lets it down to crush us. 
We cannot meditate while we act; we cannot for- 
bear to meditate when we have ceased from action: 
•—every day of the first six that succeed a death, 
brings its employ ; and no one but the mourner 
knows how greedily the wounded heart seizes on 
every species of foreign medicine, even if it be irri- 
tating : but when the bell has ceased to toll, when 
the atchievement is fixed, and when the next behest 
of the survivors of the family, is obeyed by tliose 
whose new apparel bespeaks the cfoaing scene 
from which they are returned, then we feel that ail 
is done, and that we are at leisure to grieve ! 

But come, come ! it is not so sad with all ; and 
after the day of the funeral, on which day Lady 
Luxmore rally did not go out, she had settled 
herself in a very decent submission to * the nature 
of things.' But it was not so quickly that Ger- 
trude could reconcile herself to the dismal chasm. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Sterling was now never absent from her ideas;- 
and even where she had not been used to see him, 
he seemed to her to be with her. To be diligent 
became impossible : to be frivolous was almosc 
necessary ; and to suffer in silence was her highest 
prudence. Needle-work was her resource ; and the 
motion of her hand rocked her anguish of heart 
O ! what a low estate for Gertrude Aubrey ! at 
nearly twenty-one years of age ! 

The edge of grief soon wore through this imper- 
fect sheath ; and any ideas appearing preferable 
to her own, which were not yet roused enough to 
amuse her with selfish care, she wished to try to 
read ; but the experiment, in its first propensity, 
led to the study ; and the vacant chair would have 
said aloud, * Your and my master is gone.* She, 
therefore, contented herself with her own little 
stock of literature ; and, a novice in sorrow, she 
imagined that a subject the nearest connected with 
that which engrossed her ideas, and which would 
present images most in unison with them, would 
best medicine her malady. She seized on * Young's 
* Night Thoughts,' which, with an excellent verbal 
commentary on their unequal merit, Mr. Sterling 

had given her: but poetry held dazzling co* 

lors to a weak sight ; and, fancying she could never 
read any more, she laid down her book, and pur- 
sued her hemminir. 

ITie countess had not been wantinij in such 
kindness as she could offer. She could not judge 
df the loss Gertrude had sustained; but she-HM 
Hot insensible to'the bodily fatigue she Imd under* 

gone. 
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gone, and, without grudging, £(be allowed her tb6 
visits of the apothecary, who was too sagacious 
to insist on her taking food; and too honest to 
give her medicine. 

If doing as we would be done by, is merit, Lady 
Luxmore might now claim it. Seeing Gertrude 
disatisfied with her book, she offered her what 
she was herself turning over — volumes of old news- 
papers; but Gertrude had begun to perceive that 
grief requires delicate shading. Dr. Young, indeed, 
threw the shovel and the mattock at her^ and bee* 
kpned her to the charnel-house, the school of the 
inconsiderate : the coarse corrective might irritate, 
but it could not heal in so recent an excoriation. 
Neither would images totally irrelative to those, 
before her eyes, do good : they could take no hoM 
en what they were to remove; and every vain afi« 
tempt made it more difficult to attempt iagain. 

The next experiment could kiot^iail; for it led 
her to the word of Him who told her tliat those am 
blessed who die, and those shall be supported who 
live, in bis faith and fear. 

This was her meditation and her comfort, and ^km 
could well bear 'to be wretched with such consolar- 
tidh and support. 

Let him who would abate any thing of the reve* 
rence due to a promulgation so in^timaible, the 
only cHait in the ocean of a dissolving world, visit 
the dying, and see those who stand round, or who 
have just quitted the bed of death/' No decision 
of presuming judgmMtj no subterfoge of dishonest 
criticism, will make 'the' soel that baJ pruned its 

wing 
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wing for Heaven, stop to regard caveats against tbe 
authenticity of that which acorrupt mind, or ' an evil 
heart of unbelief/ has made it suit its practice or its 
views to question. When an honest man humbly 
hopes that he has obeyed the Divine Command in 
hearing him whom a supernatural voice styled the 
Son of God ; when he flatters himself that, in cases of 
temptation, disdaining the allurements of the world, 
he has preferred that One Thing which be has been 
taught from his infancy was alone important; be 
will not be put off with paltry corrections of truths 
which the host of Heaven have testified, or in- 
clined to explain his soaring ideas by the wants or 
the appetites of the body. He will not listen to 
the candid information of any one who, to rid him 
of superstition, refers to his own unshackled prac- 
tice, and in effect says, * You see me happy ; you 
know my estimation in the w orld ; but I have ne- 
▼er given into old wives doctrines. At my own 
peril I declare, and I have striven to couvince all 
within my reach, that the testimony of ag?s is 
felse, and the common consent of the best men an 
error. Him who was bom, who lived, and who 
died, as no other mortal ever did — Him whose birth 
was predicted, almost from the creation of the 
worid, and of whose re-assumption of the glory he 
had left, there were ocular witnesses, whom I 
should credit were my earthly inheritance in ques- 
tion-— Him whose coming in the ch^acter of an 
avenging judge we are warned tq look for in trem- 
bling— Hiif I pull down frpm the throne of his 
Fathefi and aswt th^t be was scarce more than 

one 
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one of us — and calling it idolatry to admit that 
which I cannot disprove, I explain away, or I 
erasCi all those passages of. the New Testament 
which do not suit my purpose *.' 

If there is an obeying muscle in the frame of a 
creature thus insulted and schooled; if voice, if look^ 
be left to scare the unbeliever from his side, will 
they not be called forth ? If the moribond can 
reason, will he not say, ^ And what then ? you 
n>ay p^y the forfeit of your temerity — a God of 
mercy will pity, will pardon, and set right those 
who err because they dare not dispute, and wlio 
value the light he has bestowed on them too highly 
to risk its extinction. 

How shall the agonised attendant on the bed of 
the dying--4K)w shall the widowed mourner wlio 
has seen all that rendered this world's best gifts va- 
luable, interred in the grave with the one who 
shared them, receive such strange doctrine? — Shall 
they not say, * Go to your moral law ; pride yourself 
on your sufficient merits ; dbclaim all support, all 

•. Wc would refer — but there are stomachs that can digest 
poiiODf. Wc therefore confine ourselves to a fact, and say, 
that when we have quoted the new sense given to passages, 
particularly to that in the Gospel according to St. Luke, 
where we are desired-^it is almost blasphemy even to record 
it — to understand by the one. thing needful, that our Saviour 
meant to say, he skould eat but of one disk — those who have 
admired, recommended, and introduced this profane and unfair 
production of a sect, have denied that such absurdity could 
exist. We shudder even in recording what others have dared 
to fiibricate. Wt can only hope * they know not whtt they 
da/ 

mediation ; 
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■aediation ; but leave to us, who have Dot been so 
ttis-laughty who have seen no cause so to learn, and 
who feel the necessity of a Redeemer in tiie alloy 
that even our best actions carry with tbeoi — leave 
us the only arm ^ mighty to save/ \i lien the world 
and all its falsities sink from our feet : leave us 
that sustaining hope, not less exalted because it is 
Jianible, which will bear us on its wings over the 
abyss of death* Hide yourself from the wrath of 
mo insulted judge, and cea^ to aggravate your 
crime by wearing the title, and retaining the forms 
of a Christian/ 

While the Sacred Writings continued tlie only 
palatable aliment of Cicrtrude s thoughts, the kind- 
,iiess of a stranger sent her, with a note, a little 
book, neither learned nor peculiarly wise, nor very 
ingenious ; but which offered itself, in modest, pious^ 
and consolatory language — the language of un- 
feigned submission and fortitude under a heavy 
loss, to succeed that which might, by a pause, be- 
come again more useful. This humble volume, 
entitled ' A friendly Visit to the House of mourning,' 
she read, till every sentence was familiar to her ; 
end she was honestly gratified to find that sermons 
'on practical subjects, and of sound doctrine, did 
not disgust her after it. To these succeed tlie 
Berious papers in * the Rambler,' and other pro- 
ductions of the same great contemplative mind ; 
and with them she coaxed the waywardness of her 
feelings. Grief wears a channel in the human 
Imrt, in which )t runs easier than when . it is 

making 
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making its <:oarse through a region in which k had 
heretofore been- a stranger. 

The only circumstance that occurred to cheer 
her, was a visit from Mr. Sydenham, whom the 
death of Mr. Sterling had made overleap all the 
barriers Lady Luxmore^s dislike placed in bis way. 
She had behaved ill to him till she had not effron^ 
tery enough to behare well ; and therefore shelter* 
ing herself under the natural supposition, thai 
having jual lost a near relation, she must be too 
low in spirits to adn)it visitors, she gave Gertrude 
the great advantage and satisfaction of seeing him 
alone/ 

Her kind friend was affected by her dress and 
her countenance ; and hb own feelings obliged him 
to let her indulge her's. As soon as she could lis^ 
ten» be told her that the earL and his son were at 
Laxmore, and would be shortly in London, and 
that it was by Lord Luxraore's desire, as well as 
prompted by his own solicitude, that he had left his 
home and them, to know of what assistance she 
might stand in need. The deatli of Lady Mary, 
which had taken place there^ had not permitted 
them to stop in town, or they would have seen her 
in their way. 

Gertrude could give no other answers to his many 
kind queries, than what her personal appearance x 
at the countess s conveyed : to the question, whe- 
ther Mr. Sterling had left a will, she could make 
no reply but that of perfect ignorance ; for on occa* 
sions when Lady Loxmore's homme d* affaires had 
a coDfesraoe^sbci.faad b^en so often sent away, that 
« • she 
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'She now needed no hint to retire ; but to Mr. Sy« 
denham's expectation that Mr. Sterling might pro* 
Kably have left her a few thousand pounds, she 
could answer decidedly that he had not done so. 
He iBxprest his regret ; but it was a regret that she 
could not share ; she had never had the smallest 
reason given her to expect, therefore she could doC^ 
ice) disappointed i and to make kindness of one 
aort a ground of claim for that of another, was not 
at all consistent with the natural sentimeats or ac- 
quired opinions of Gertrude Aubrey. 

Nothing could have occurred so opportunely 
consoling to her, as this kind visits It convinced her 
that she lived in the remenibranoc of tliose in wbonip 
more than in any others, she could confide ; and 
Mr. Sydenham was too explicit in the repetition of 
his hospitable offers, to admit of any painful recol- 
lection that, for a home, slie now depetided on the 
very precarious life of the countess. Mrs. Brett's 
message to her was of the most maternal kindness. 
Miss Bret fs marriage still waited the arrival of 
Captain Sydenliam, who was returning to his coun- 
try, distinguished iu a way the most honorable to 
liiniself, tiie most gralitying to such a father; and 
she joined her mother in expressions of affections^ 
and the earnest wish to be serviceable to Miss Au- 
brey. ' Our young couple,' said Air. Sydenham, 
^ must have a house in London ;, and if my niece's 
health, wliich we are all persuaded is inj«ired 
greatly by the anxiety of her situation, admits of 
living in town, she has spirit ^nd address enough to 
brave and to smooth all difficukiea that may oppose 

her 
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her* shewing you any kindness; and as to my son/. 
I hope you will always find a brother in himJ' 
i Mr* Sydenham called again before he left town ; 
and the countess having desired she might not be 
troubled with him, as ^ she was certain Lord Lux« 
Uiorc had only sept him to pry into her uncles 
affairs/ Gertrude saw him again alone, lie was 
t^n in possession of the contents of Mr. Sterling's 
will| and could tell her that the countess was sole 
executrix to it. It gave her, with some reference 
to a deed in her custody, every thing for her life^ 
and to the viscount afterwards, excepting about 
^ven hundred a year, which Lord Portargis was to 
take on coiping of age. 

. The first shock of her great loss over, and the 
subsequent sorrow giving way to a calm regret^ 
Gertrude might have felt a new misery — the will to 
employ herself, and in some measure the ability to 
apply — but the impossibility of findipg any species 
of labor that would not destroy all the little forti-^ 
tude and composure she had gained. 

But here interposed a coqvenience, a comfoit, a 
support that sprung from the good habits in whicb 
she had been practised, and which, sufficiently re-t 
iembling that employment to which she was ac- 
customed, to prevent the violence of distraction, 
and sufliciently dissimilar to save from draw- 
ing an aifiictbg comparison, found her a salutary 
occupation. 

While engaged for Mr. Sterling, she had some- 
times been so fortunate as to suggest what was 
.worth the attention of some one of his friends. Sho 
u,.yoL. iji. ' » would 
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would bestow hours on a search to oblige ; she 
could go with accuracy from reference to refer- 
ence; and he was too just to conceal her share in 
that for which he received acknowledgment The 
consequence of this was, in one instance in parti- 
cular, the continuation of a friendship towards her, 
which had been Mr. Sterling's; and her Jhggittg 
abilities being; known, she was asked to read over 
the manuscript, and to conect the printing, of a 
work of scientific initiation. Let the terms in 
which this honor was conferred, serve as a proof of 
that lil>eral candor which accompanies what may bo 
called zi'ell'digesicd fame — ' You will read over, 

my dear young lady,' said Mr. , * carefully, 

eritically, and unsparingly, tlie manuscript I send 
you. Remember, I am no relation of the arch- 
bishop of Granada, therefore be not afraid of my 
resenting anv de^reci of ingenuousness. Your 
want of information on the subject, is a great re- 
commendation to me: since if I am clear Xo your 
comprehension, I hope I shall not be blamed for 
Avant of perspicuity; therefore be sure you under- 
stand me, and if you cannot, you must make me 
alter and amend till you do.' 

Here was no flattery, no complimetit that could 
'do any harm * : it was impossible that she could 

be 

• 0\ (he suhjjct of bestowing praise on the y oil ng,* the 

most amiable pcr^ons often net»d reproof. We have pleasure 

. ' in recording one instance where none could be needed. Tl»a 

present Bishop of D was of an evening miLsic-party with 

ourselves, where the uncommon pcrfortnaucc of a child uas 

out 
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be made vain by a congratulation on her igno- 
rance, or that the subordinate employment which 
she had exercised from her infancy, could now make 
her arrogant. But the comfort she was beginning to 
derive from her opportune adoption into a new and 
agreeable literary service, received every useful 
correction that the countess could, bestow on it, and 
demanding to see the whole of' the correspondence, 
which her occupation, the near neighborhood of 
her employer, and his delightful temper made na^ 
cessary, frequent, and sometimes sportive^ her jea- 
lousy roused itself; and the character of Mr. — - 
as a married clergyman, and not much younger 
than Mr. Sterling, precluding all fear of the power 
of * Miss s charms' in one way, she had nothing left 
to say on restoring his letters and notes, but * a fine 
thing to be learned!— O! Miss, you will soon have 
all the men in the world your humble servants. 
— Mr. — — 's otlier wife, &c.' exj)ressions which 
passed with electric celerity from her ears to her 
fingers' ends, and there acted like the application 

one of the attractions. , The most unbounded praise was be- 
stowed on her, praise more than equivalent to an exhibition 
nearer connected with manual dexterity, than with intellect. 
The young performer was presented to his lordi^hip, as if xo 
receive superior commendation : he said enough not to dis- 
appoint; but he concluded with observinf; to her that the won- 
der was, not her execution, but her years, and encouraged 
her by adding,* Your eyes and fingers, you are sensible, were 
given you; therefore it is no merit to p4»ssess them ; but as 
you know what they can do, you must be diligent in your use 
of them ; and then, I doubt not, you will, in time, phiy as well 
as the lady who sut down to the instrument before you.' 

F 2 «f 
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of nettles; but she never replied. It would hat* 
been %vorse than folly to have given way to such^ 
opposition. Mrs. Anne Britton being now again' in 
London, save her utmost sanction to the arrange- 
fnent, and Lady Luxniore coukl only pursue the^ 
pi HIT of .^pecking ijti/ic.s. 

One of the agreeable circumstafyces attending 
this inherited friendship, was an occasional invita- 
tion to walk, which a kind and parental solicitude 
i(>r her recovery, her health, and cheerfulness, 
made her friend repeat whenever he could make 
ieisure. It was seldom, very seldom, that it could 
be accepted; but perhaps the kindness offered was 
as cheering as the walk would have been. None 
but the despised can tell how very sweet it is, act 
to be despised. 

But days did not now pass as heretofore; every 
thing was, as in a submerged city, in the state ra 
wirich it had been overwhelmed. The mill re- 
Tnaincd, but the stream that moved it, was stopped: 
there was business ^^oincr on, but it reached not Mf. 
Sterling's study; and in every reference to the 
books there, Gertrude met some dagger. She had 
sketched a little female figure, which had pleased 
iiiui: he had used it to mark tlie place of his leav- 
ing oti' in the book he ^^ as rcading.-^O ! wten she 
found this little woman I 

Early in the summer, the daily papers an- 
nounced the arrival in London of the Earl Lux- 
«iore,arid * his accomplished son and heir Viscount 
Vortargii^, and on the same day, the latter made his 
mother a morjiing-visit while she was at dinner. 

The 
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The Viscount was now, as wasGertnide,\v!itIiin a 
icw months of twenty-one years of age; and a resir 
'dence amongst men, and men of various manners, 
whatever it had done for his lordship's information, 
had certainly added to his external advrantages, that 
of a manly deportment. His boyish shyness of his 
mother, Uecause she dbpleas^ him, seemed lost in 
more tolerating feelings, and in a sense of what was 
•demanded from his character: he had much to 
say, though perhaps little to tell ; and that natural 
k)ve for Gatty which seemed to rekindle at sight of 
her, was as conspicuous, in his improved manners, 
MS it had been in his infant vehemence ; he made 
her stand up, that he might judgp of her height ; lie 
looked on her hands for the marks of little injuries 
received at play ; he enquired what she had been 
doing, and heard from his mother, with a disposi- 
tion very different from that which conveyed the 
. information, that ^ Miss was as bookish as ever, and 
vastly learned.'-*— ' I always said she would he a 
good girl,' he replied : ' I wish I was half as good : 
but she must not be too serious : — you look graver 
than you used to do. I don't love gravity, you 
know ; it always frightens me.' 

Circumstances had indeed increased the seri- 
eusness of her disposition, into pensiveness ; but 
perhaps the viscount himself did not know how 
great a share this very propensity had in fixing his 
partiality: had she resembled those women with 
whom he was accustomed to converse, or rather to 
lose time, she would have come within the reach of 
comparisop ; and the comparison might souietiijiies 

have 
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have been against her; but those who liked Ger- 
Jrude, liked her not with any relation to the merit 
or demerit of others \ it was for her own sake that 
ishe was esteemed ; and she had never forfeited the 
sentiment, nor was it one that depended on tinpe 
or chance. Whatever were the colors of her cha- 
racter, they never faded, and by blending into an 
unobtrusive white, when they were approached by 
jDthers, they bartered the power of injuring for tbo 
security of remaining uninjured. 

Lady Luxmore's sentiments of her son's partia- 
lity for Gertrude, had never come to any thing re- 
sembling opinion. If she was proud of him for any 
thing, it certainly was not for the endpwments of his 
head, or the virtues of his heart; but she was very 
M^ell persuaded in her own mind, that he would ne- 
ver be such a fool as to think seriouslv of Gertrude, 
however fond he might have been of her as a child ; 
and had her protegie been the object of her kind- 
nessy her ladyship's shrewd sagacity would hate 
made her warn her to distrust ri2:ht honorable 
love, not yet at years of discretion. The subject 
had been hinted to her by some kind friends, as 
calling for caution ; but intrenched in her own con- 
viction, she had replied, * Take my word, the boy 
will never be such a blockhead ; and as for the 
girl, if she is fool enough to fancy it, nobody can 
pity her when she finds her mistake.' 

But the supense of her belief of the danger, did 
not affect the decision of her judgment on the sup- 
position : her incredulity would not have abated 
her feeling of disapprobation at any discoveiy of 

the 
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the truth: Gertrude would have been left to her 
fate, M hatever that fate might prove, on the first 
moment of detection ; for Lady Luxmore could not, 
nor could it be expected she should, see that m hat 
marred the \'^iscouut's fortune, might make his cha- 
racter. She had never asked herself what sort of 
a wife he needed^ or what could contribute to his 
happiness; and had she questioned herself ever 
so closely, the odds were against her thinking of 
^ Miss.' She kept in her mind, it is true, a record 
of those heiresses, who, like the fruit of an aspara- 
gus^bed, might be calculated on in a given time ; 
and one of these, it mattered not which^ she doubt- 
ed not, would fall, * in the course of things,' to the 
lot of tlie Viscoimt; but the proverb * Marry your 
son when you will,^ kept her tranquil ; and whe- 
ther he married or not, she cared little. The 
only expression tliat ever came near the subject, 
was that of thanking Heaven, when a bad marriage 
took place, that she had no ' maux of a daughter 
to trouble her with her amours.' The thanksgiving 
answered many purposes: it shewed her gratitude : 
it reminded Gertrude that she was no daughter, and 
it anathematised what ever could come under the 
description of love. 

It was but a small share of Portargis's affection 
that was claimed by Gertrude's acquirements. As 
be would have felt disgraced by her ignorance, he 
was ew W6f5^e gratified by her distance from it; but 
of the detail of her mind or its furniture, he could 
not judge; and eitlier in commending it, or in con- 
tributing to it, he felt no othenvise than he won:d 

have 
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Lave done^ had elegant trifles absorbed it. If her* 
passion bad been dogs or cats, or birds, or china, 
OT diamonds, or that higher cla^s of pleasures, 
f four in hand,' still with her head and heart, if 
they could have consisted with such pursuits, his 
connate prejudice would have supplied what was 
Planting, and she would have been, as much as 
now, the object of his tenderness. 

But in the present state of her endowments, had 
his lordship possessed the friendship of any ond 
u'ho would have had the kindness to see his mind 
safe over the babbling brook of folly — had there 
been in morals any friend like the sagacious Caveat 
Warner, who instructs sucking connoisseurs in bid- 
ding for pictures ; or would he have lent his atten- 
tion to one half of what he had gotten by lieart — he 
would, in time, and at a time when it might have 
saved him from doing a foolish thing, have per- 
ceived how useful, how generous, how dignified is 
that mode of education for the companions of 
men, which, witli duty for its impulse, and God for 
its object, places them beyond the reach of any 
power but that to which it is their pride to submit ; 
which, in prosperity, secures them from the oppro* 
brious title of husband-hunting fools, and in adver- 
. sity removes them from among the Jrugts con- 
suviere natas. ■ There cannot,' as our incompa- 

ble friend P M observes, ' be a happier 

being than a girl educated on such principles. 
When sprrows come upon her, for are we not all 
t)orn to sorrow ? she will, by having been accus- 
tomed to yield her will to tliat of otiiers, find the 

blessing 
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blessing of being able to obey : when joy is im- 
parted to her, she will, by having been instructed 
that it is more than she deserves, or had a right to 
expect, receive it with gratitude and tbanics, and 
return to Almighty God her unbounded I hanks, 
DOt only for all the blessings to which she is sen- 
sible, but for enabling her, as she will do, to bear 
up with patience, fortitude, and resignation, against 
all her appointed trials of mind, body, or estate/ 

.-^Foi^ive us, dear P , for the quotation — it 

was h*resistible- 

The visit proceeded, and ended agreeably. To 
the negative question put by the countess, ' I sup- 
pose I am not to be honored with a sight of your 
fatlier,' the viscount had replied, * Why not? I 
suppose he will come when he can ; but when that 
will be, I'm sure I can't tell ; for he had fifty pea- ' 
pie to see this evening, and, I suppose, there will 
be five hundred to be seen to-morrow. But I shall 
call here to-morrow before noon, and then pro- 
bably you may hear.' 

He took his leave, perhaps not exactly in the 
way he would have done some years before, neither 
as he would, had his mother been absent, but he 
took leave afiectionately and yet properly ; and 
Gertrude, if her memory liad not been kept in 
good order by practice, might have forgotten, for 
an hour or two, her lowly estate. She sunk to it, 
however, very soon after he had withdrawn, when 
her ladyship, who seemed to misunderstand his un- 
exceptionable deportment as a ground for repnc-. 
kension and cauUoni begged Miss, as a favor, to re- 

member^ 
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member, as she supposed Portargis would bcnow 
* backwards and forwards,' that ^ he and she were 
no longer boy and girl,' and that ' it was not for 
' her to give herself airs.' 

Gertrude was piqued : * I scarce know,* she re- 
plied, ' what your ladyship means : — did I behave 
improperly?' 

' O dear! no, ma'am, by no means — it is impos- 
sible you can behave improperly. — I only meant 
tliat I'm sure Portargis's father would not be 
pleased, if he saw him i)aying you attentions. I 
only desire you to remember you are not boy and 
fprl : — it's nothing to me, to be sure, I'm nobody. — 
All I say is, take care of yourself. Miss Aubrey — 
you have found friends all your life, but they are 
under no obligation lo you. — You have only to look 
to yourself. — ITe shall take care of Lord Portar- 
gis. 
X 'Twas the first tune Gertrude had ever heard 
a hint of even intended unanimity between Lord 
and Lady Luxmore ; but it was not the first time 
she had considered her own situation. She I'etum- 
' cd modest assurances of good conduct, as explicit 
as she dared make them witl)out recognising the 
honor she was warned against admitting into her 
calculation ; and overcoming her feelings by telling 
them they had no choice, she felt the evening-airing 
\n Ilydc-Park a relief. 

The viscount's forenoon next dav was five 
o'clock, and he was the bearer of something; like a 
civil message from his father, regretting that the 
extreme press of business, and the necessity of 

going 
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going to Windsor llicit evi'-iiin would postj.v)n(? 
till the day aitcr tlic next, lJi.^ calliiii^ to pay tm 
resjiects to L-idy Lnxmore ami Miss Aubrey. 
* iiut what's tlieiiLitler? Gutty,' said the viscount, 
' you look graver than even yesterday." 

' O ! fine ladies arc apt to have clian>^able 
tempers,' said her iailvsiiip. ' iliss Aubrey is an . 
taken u[j with lier studies — as I say, tjte whole 
house is a &chooUi'(M)in,' 

Gertrude bit her lips, and looked up as it to ask 
if this were just. ' You l*'e licr, I perceive,' said 
liis lordship to liis mother, 'just as much as you 
used to do ; — poor girl ! it's pity slie's obliged lo 
mind you — I'ui sun; 1 would not — so good morn- 
ing to you. Gatty, will you cou;e and take a walk 
in tlie park ; the air Mill do you good, better than 
sitting and stewing here.' 

* Do you suppose I have lost my senses, Portar- 
gisr' said she t'aintly. 

lie had been going, but his mother was silent — 
lie sat down again, and noticed Cicitrude's em- 
ployuienL At tlie first moment when the coun- 
tess's head was turned, she };ave him u look of 
supplication— lie understood it, and aj^iiin behaved 
well. I^dy Luxmore, never consistent, even with 
her own cliaructer, went out of the room. Geitrudo 
would have followed, as if to receive coimnands— 
' I don't want you,' said she repcllingiy, as she 
bliut the door between them. 

She sat doH n again. ' This is too had,' said 

the viscount with some intcijcctions ; ' this cannot 

be borne. But, Gattv, do you know 1 am as- 

I tonbhed 
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tonished at my mother's looks ; why, she looks a 
■hundred. I heard she was very bad ; but I wish 
I could have half an hour's chat with you. We 
must tiiink seriously ; Lord, Lord ! how she does 
look ! — She'll die ; and where will you be r' 

The return of Lady Luxmore, and the arrival of 
an humble visitor, saved all necessity of reply ; 
and the viscount hurried away to dine, and accoin- 
pany his father to Windsor. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER L. 

FrobahiUties. Right honorable ptnctxtality. An inieretfkfg 
communicaiion. An invitation to dope. The matter con* 
sidered. Advisers seldom vfmuch use. The solicitation. The 
remembered injury* The decided answer • Matriinonial protm 
pect. Misplaced caution. Richmond. The deputy. 

It was impossible, even for crushed Gertrude, 
not to revolve in her mind these broken sentences, 
or to look forward, without palpitation, to the day 
which was again to introduce Lord and Lady Lux* 
more to each other s acquaintance : her own inter- 
est in the circumstance was considerable : it might 
alleviate much that she had to endure, or it might 
render her situation intolerable : it mi<rht smooth 
all difficulties, or increase them infmitely : the va- 
lue of Mr. Sydenham's repeated expressions of 
kindness, now rose higher than ever in her estimar 
tion ; and the kindling character of her mind, 
carried her, in idea, already to Luxmore rectory- 
house as tier temporai*y home, and to her own 
exertions, as her only dependence under Providence. 
But the day appointed, and seven after it, arriv- 
ed, without any but public news of Lord Luxmore 
or his son ; and the intelligence the papers gave 
extended only to tliree days, when tliey were spo- 
ken of as making a visit, half ministerial, half 

fviendly 
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frientily, to I-X)rd in the neighborhood of 

Richmond. Lady Luxmorc exprcst neither sur- 
prise nor concern : * she su|)posc(l, when the earl 
had notliiniT else to do, she might be honored with 
a visit, or perhaps he might have altere<l uis mind : 
it was all the same to lier ; but Gertrude wonder- 
ed, and though silent was uneasy, and wondered 
at herself for wondering, and was angry w ith her- 
self for being uneasy ; and w hen a carriage or a 
visitor on foot broke in on the dull suspense, and 
some uninteresting person was introduced, she telt, 
in all its force, the truth of the \\ ise man's dis- 
covery, that * hope deferred, nuiketh the heart 
sick ;' and Oh ! what a deadly sickness it is ! 

The suspense was. ended ; and Lord Portargis 
called at his mother's, on horseback, so early one 
morning, that a person, given to suspicion, miglit 
Lave imagined he hoped to have arrived before she 
was up ; but lying in bed in a morning was never 
one of her ladyship's faults ; and bhe and Gertrude 
were at breakfast. 

The countess, in her admonition on his first 
visit, had predicted that Porlargis might be * back- 
wards and forwards ;' and if that handy phrase 
means vacillation of mind as well as of footsteps, 
tlie prediction was certainly acconiplished iij this 
case ; for his present temper towards his mother 
%ras not at all of a piece with that of his tir?>t visit ; 
and her observation after he was gone, tliat she did 
not know what to make of him, w as not merely 

He opened the errand on which be came, what- 
ever 



THE COUNTESS AND GERTRUDE. ' 79« 

ever it was, by expressing his astonishment at his 
mother's rising so early, when ^e could have nc^- 
thing to do, — wliich would have produced a little 
bickering dialogue, had he not interrupted it by a 
remark, upon his soul, that the day was amazingly 
hot, and the roads uncommonly dusty. 

A few questions respecting his uiovements, let 
out, as it were perchance, or in * the course of 
things' the intelligence that Lord Luxmore, in try- 
ing a newly-purchased horse, had been thrown, 
and was then lying, unable to move, at the Castle 
at Richmond. 

Gertrude was alarmed, and tried to alarm the 
countess ; but drawing on her only a succession of 
reproving taunts, she desisted, and would have 
enquired of Portargis the degree of injury and of 
danger attending the accident : but no ; that which 
was apathy before, was now turned into perverse 
anxiety ; and to proceed in any way was impossi- 
ble. The only procurable infonnation was that 
of Portargis's intention of going back to Rich- 
mond, and returning the next morning to bring 
news. 

He was departing ; but recollecting himself, he 
asked for a sheet of paper, and wrote a hasty letter, 
^liiicb he wafered, and put in his pocket. He had 
quitted the room, when he again came back, and 
calling to Gertrude, said, * Tell me what place 
is tliis a view of.' Supposing he had called her to 
look at one of the prints on the st»iircase, she 
, went out at the room-door : he put the letter he 
had written into her hand, and ran do* n stairs. 

. . ^ Unpractised 
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Unpractised in artifice, she returaed to the 
drawing-rooin, witli the letter still in her. hand; 
and her fate miglit have been determined tliat 
hour, had not Lady Lnxmore gone into the next 
room at the moment when she obeyed Lord Por- 
targis's call, and remained there long enough ta 
give her time to see that it would be the height of 
imprudence, as well as extremely dishonorable, to 
disclose what she had received. It told her that his 
fiathcr, though nmch hurt, was in no danger, but 
that his recovery would be a sad tedious business ; 
that he could not endure to see the treatment she 
received from his motiier, whom, for her sake, he 
heartily wished in Heaven ; that he saw but one 
way of putting an end to it, a way to which no ob- 
jection could possibly be made, as he fouixl, by 
Mr. Sterling's will, he was to come into tlie pos« 
session of seven-hundred a-year the day he was of 
age, and of that period, she knew, he wanted but 
a few months : that a friend of his, a very good 
fellow! would accommodate him till that time; 
and therefore he hoped she would not be so si!ly 

and squeamish as to make difficulties. Having 

laid the bridle on the neck of his imagination, 
through the scrawlinj^ of one side of paper, the next 
told her, as it were in a postscript, that his proJei|k 
w as a Scots marriage, for which he bad preparM^ 
every thing; and to effect this, he should very 
much urge his motlier's couiing to Richmond tq 
see his father, as it would be easy to get off from 
the hotel if Gertrude was of the party, and if she 
was not, lie would be iu town, even if then at Iljcht 

mond, 
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thond, in an hour after h\s mother s arrival, and 
should expet't to find her ready W accompany 
him. 

What we fancy we wish; what we wish we 
hope; what we hope we expect ; and to the expec- 
tation of some people, there can be^ no boutids; 
Lord Portargis had thought on this business, till he. 
forgot it was not equally familiar to Gertrude ; and 
he had planned it, without the smallest recollect 
tion that his delusion must have vanished, and his 
love instantly have followed it, the moment aqy 
one had hinted to him that he had done a foolish; 
and she a dishonest thing. It never entered his 
imagination, too ardent for any thing cool to coma 
near it, that she might be loo wise to be thus 
caught ' Poorgh*ir thought he, if hedidtMnkf 
' she is so wretched, that any change would be for 
the better; and therefore it is injpdssible she can 
refuse what no one else would hesitate to accept 
joyfully ; rank now ! wealth by and by ! a htfeband 
and a coronet! — and then we have always been at^ 
tached in a way that leaves no question.' 

All hearts will not always answer ingenuously 
when they are bid, or when they would do it, if 
in their power. Could Gertrude have got at the 
tneaningof her's, she must, in committing it to words, 
have encourac^ed the viscount to think himself not 
greatly mistaken. Tlie report would have been^ 
that Lord Portargis was, perhaps, not the sfian 
suited, vef y exactly, to promote, or even to pre-' 
serve her happiness, or to whom she could, with- 
■^ut many anxieties, commit it; but yet that^ from 
• VOL. II ^ o habits 
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habits of affection and gratitudei she could, witbout 
aversion, and with acknowledgmeats of unmerited 
distinction, suffer his fatiier and mother thus ta 
dispose of her; but there was one sentence her 
heart would have spoken much louder ; thb was, 
that, witliout parental sanction, nothing could in- 
fluence her; and there was another, of a very dif- 
jferent nature, which it would not even have whis* 
^)ercd — no, not even to her. 
. One of the peculiar advantages of her situatioDy 
as we have in a former case remarked, was the 
having no one to whom she could intrust her con- 
fidcnce : she had, therefore, no means of lessening 
her responsibility, or of getting rid of a moiety of 
the blanve attaching to a foolish action; and this 
preserved lier mind in its integrity of exertion. ' I 
shall have nobody to accuse but myself,' is a mosfe 
useful caveat against doing tliat which we may re* 
pent of. 

. To rely on her own judgment, had been one of 
the precepts of her ever-to-be-lamented friend, 
Mr. Sterling. * You will find,' said be, * little 
advantage in the advice of any one person: how- 
ever inclined you may be, and however able you 
muv be, to detail tlie circumstances on which an 
opinion is to be founded, none can understand 
them or enter into them as completely as yourself 
and after all, cither a wish to indulge you, or aD 
inclination to thwart you, may take the place of a 
candid judgment. It^ dissatisfied with the acdVice 
of one person, you resort to a second, you will 
iioed an umpire ; and that must be yourself. Re-= 

membecing 
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membering tbisi she was not accustomed to seek 
counsellors ; not havkig been ased to seek, she sel- 
dom felt the want of them ; and at the present 
moment, though the subject fully occupied her 
mind^ she did not shrink from a decision, so clear 
in the point of duty. ' Can Portargis think me co* 
pable of acting so ?' was a question she could not 
satisfactorily answer. 

How she should conduct herself, was not so dif« 
ficult to decide. To aroid all private conversa- 
tion; to return no answer to bis letter; and, if 
possible, to avert the going to Richmond, were all 
the injunctions of her prudence ; the two former 
she thought she could observe ; her power in the 
last, was more problematical 

At seven the next morning, determined to ise- 
cure an intervie\v, came his lordship : she was up 
and employed, and soon aware of his arrival ; but 
^e stirred not: a message was carried to the 
countess's chamber: she sent her own servant 
with orders to Miss Aubrey, to go dowd and leara 
bow Lord Luxmore was, and to make breakfast 
for the viscount, if he was in baste. — Now, what 
became of her resolution ? She he had no choice 
of action: she was a dependent; and she obeyed « 

The earl was not better; but his son was not 
absorbed by the disappointment : he dismissed the 
subject ; and when Gertrude returned from making 
her report, she had to overcome the strongest argu- 
ments, the most seducing rhetoric, and the most 
convincing logic th^t the viscount could bring out 
from the storehouse of his brain. The atchievement 
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was not too great for her ; but unfortunately, her 
antagonibt was one of those i^easoners who, oerer 
conquering^ are never conquei"ed; and when we 
have argued with them for an hour, wc are jost 
where we set out ; unless . it happens to us to have 
lost our temper. 

She had now heard the most explicit and the 
most flattering assurances of perfect happiness . 
awaithn; only her grasp ; and if she had referred 
only to her knowledge of the xcortd^ she might iiave 
believed one half of .what slie heard; but she had 
read,, she had tliought, and, with the law open be^- 
for^her, she had been brought up at the feet of a 
Ofunalicl in morals : she could say by heart ' If 
thou hast the brow to endure the name of traitor, 
j>erjurcd, or oppressor, yet cover thy face wl>en in- 
gratitude IS' thrown at thee. If that degcnerotis 
vic^'{)os3ess thee, hide thyself in the shadow of thy 
shafpa, and pollute not noble society;' and the 
viscckint's eloquence gained no ground* * Think 
of your father, dear Portargis/ said she. 

* \\\0j he replied; 'and it is thinking on himf 
that mukcs mc so urgent; in his situation, he will 
know nothingof the matter lUl it is ^U settled; and 
that Will save a monstrous deal of disagreeable and 
useless trouble. I am sure it is best to be prepa- 
red for whatever turn tins business may take : for, 
if any thin^ were to ha|)|)en to my father, I should 
he hampered with, the IjoxA knows who, fur guar- 
dians, between, this and October; and wc ;night 
dot I e able to got cff.— As to my mother, shea 

gpin| 
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gping to the Antipodes apace. Why, Gat^, how 

you look! — Are you going raadr' 

» * O! Portargis ! bow can you be so unfeeling?' 

' I am not \itifeeling : I'm sure I feel for my fa^ 
ther : and I'm excessively sorry about his accident ; 
but what good Mill my thinking of it do? — I can't 
icure him ; and we must think a little of ourselves. 
Remember, Gertrude, I havealways.loved^^ott;-*^ 
and it is my love for you that makes me appear un- 
feeling. — I always said ypu should be my wife; 
and perhaps I might, to please you, have waited 
till I was of age and iiad nobody's leave to ask ; 
but my mother provoked me; it is all her fault: 
she always makes me hate her; but my father 
I really could love : any body might love such a 
man ; and (hat, I tliink, is saying as much as you 
can expect, all things considered, llemember the 
fever he gav^ rne with liis wager : I can never for- 
get; tliat Of what value could my life be to Lord 
Luxmore^ when he betted it against fifty guineas ? 
O ! Gertrude ! what a father and mother have I 
h^d ! — how he could ever think of marrying such 
a woman, I cannot conceive ; if ever they take the 
4ibcrt^ to be angry with me for my choice, I shall 
tell them a piece of my mind ; they may rely on 
it. Let me do what I vrill, I am snrc I never can 
be blaiped. That bet of fifty guineas ! — fifty gui- 
neas to make me ill or good for nothing !. only tell 
that, and any body may judge whether my fatlier 
deserves that I should consider him/ 

♦ Y014 misunderstand it entirely, dear Portargi;^. 

1 am 
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I am sure, could you have seen your £ither durhif. 
your illness, you could not have doubted his love.* 

^ Well, well !«— it is my love, not hiSj that is, jufi^ 
now, uppermost in my mind; — —Gertrude, wjll 
you go !' 

^ Certainly not' 

Without another word, his lordship dashed cot 
of the room, and left the house, with all the usual 
costume of extreme anger. Gertrude, frightened 
equally at his stay and his retreat, and dreading 
being questioned, was at once unwilling and anx- 
ious to see Lady Luxinore. But the eccentrkitief 
of her son were always largely allowed for by the 
countess ; and little was said on the subject, bqfond 
a reprehension of ' Mi^' for npt learning when 
fresh tidings might be expected. 

When next alone, it was impossible that Getr 
trude should not question whether she had not 
been too precipitate ; but afraid of listening to in- 
sidious suggestions, she instantly answered herself 
that she had no cause to impeach her own conduct, 
or to relax her firmness. She bad too much friendr 
ship for ]Portargis to accuse herself of any unkind 
feeling towards him ; but her reason told her, that 
to join in his ipadness, or to give it any encouriiger 
mcnt, would be to surpass it. Whatever was the 
promise of his early years, and j^hich, in the h^bi* 
tual partiality of ber judgipent, she could not but 
think very flattering to the wishes and hppes of those 
solicitous for hb well-doing, she feared he still 

wanted' 
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ifanted tutelage >: she felt it, indeed, impossible 
that he should not prepossess all whom he strove 
to conciliate; but in his volatility, and notwith- 
standing the uniform return of his heart towards 
her, she could much more readily foresee the 
chance of his making many women miserable, than 
that of his making any one happy. With the ex- 
ception of his sentiments towards her, she could, in 
all he said on the subject of his female intimacies, 
see clearly more tlie maxims of Abbe Bonfront, 
than of Mr. Sydenham, in his practice: the * hair* 
bfipadth scapes' he had had in escorting women 
of rank to sights and public places ; the difficulty of 
dividing himself at a ball ; the unfortunate con* 
struction put on bis bagatelle-presenis; the traps 
laid for him by parents, and some symptoms of 
having wavered and doubted on the point of fixin;:^ 
made her perceive that he valued himself on his 
celebrity in the female world, and induced a sus- 
picion that^ however the sight of her, and the want 
of any other object, might establish his constancy,- 
it could not be judged of till he had seen a little 
more of the world : he spoke of men ' harrassed 
by attachments,' into the nature of which she dared 
not enquire : the fiaults of a wife seemed, in his 
code of conjugal laws, to exonerate a husband j; 
and he quoted Abb6 Bonfront for an axiom, re- 
commending it to every one ' if they could not be 
happy in one way, to try at it in auoCher ; as we 
certainly were not sent into the world to be miserr 
able.' In the height of fashion, in new mourning, 
Ue seemed, even in all the agitation of his visits^ to 

pay 
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pay hioiselfy by his own attentions, for ttie want 
pf o|[>8eryer8 ; he talked of his father before the 
glass, which he complained of as being tiie worst 
be ever looked in : he pulled up his boots, and 
fetched up his shirt-collar, even when persuading 
Gertrude to the northern expedient She could 
not make prop{?r allowances for all this, because 
she knew few fashionable young men : she, there* 
fore, thought it very absurd ; and hastily deducing 
conclusions, she saw herself, in idea, at one mo- 
ment, the object of his wild passion, and tiie next, 
neglected and ill-treated. She telt that her affm:- 
tion* could never accommodate themselves to these 

vicissitudes ; and she prayed fervently, that the 

temptation, just now held out to her, might never 
again be repeated. 

Lord Portargis had been gone so short a time 
that it was but just possible be could have reached 
Richmond, and dispatched a person from thence 
to London in the space, when a gentleman in 
a carriage with post-horses, requested to see Lady 
Luxmore: he was shewn into the room wht^re 
were her ladyship and Gertrude, on the latter of 
whom his eyes seemed vastly inclined to fasten 
themselves. He professed himself one of the sur- 
geons attending the earl, and informed the coun- 
tess that Lord Lui^more's life was in some danger, 
adding to hif information, with very well-bredsub- 
fnission to her judgment, an urgent recommenda* 
tioo of her and Miss Aubrey's seeing bim as soon 
at possible. 

Gertrude was pronp to huniaa affections, and 

not 



not apt to be suspicious ; but, in tbe present in- 
fitance, she very innocently borrowed from an evil 
quality, to render u&cless a good one; and wheji tb^ 
umbassador was gone, her feeli»vs were a$ little 
moved as during his stay. Had she felt so alarm- 
ing a warningf aa at any other time she would liav^ 
done, Lady Luxmore would have been spared- the 
pains of acting as she ought ; but there is a certain 
quantity of right to be done in the world : — dt must 
be done ; it matters not greatly by whom ; but if 
one person will not do it, another must ; and in 
the present instance, as Gertrude, who was tl\t 
l>crson in Lady Luxmore's family generally em* 
ployed on irksome jobs, did not chuse tp feel-grie v« 
ed, at what she thought exaggeration, Lady Lux- 
more was obliged, if it were only for tlie sake of op* 
posing, to be in a prodigious tumult. Miss Aubrey 
bad now m feeling ; she was much too learned to 
concern herself for her fellow-creatures : it was 
below her to think of her best friends. In vain 
she tried to calm this perturbation, by persuasions 
that the danger was magnified, and tliat their pre- 
sence, unless the message had come fi^m ttie earl, 
could hardly be requisite. Lady Luxmore would 
have been culpable in this instance, had she listen- 
ed ; and Gertrude was, though justifiably, wrong 
in her dissuasions ; - but the motive of tlie latter 
was tlie better ; and the case added one to mil- 
lions, wiiich prove the ' Judge not,' of the gospel, 
the injunction of |lim who ' knew uliat was in the 
|ieart of niun.' 

Let it not, however, be said or supposed, that 

Lady 
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Lady Luxmore was too obstinate in doing ri^; 
to act without any discretion : she resolved in* 
deedy to go; but as the weather was warm, she 
postponed going till the evening; and, in the mean 
time, Gertrude had leisure to consider what she 
had best do. She could have betrayed the vis- 
count, and have challenged praise, tliougb slie 
might not have obtained it ; but this was like coni« 
mitting murder to save a pocket-handicerchief; 
and she deferred this violent measure for her last 
resource. Equal risk attended her going to Rich* 
mond or remaining at home ; and here she liad 
no choice : she must do as she might be command* 
ed ;.and happy would it have been, could she have 
slept till the word of command was given. 

She dared not enquire^ To have asked whe* 
thcr she was to go, might have broken the clood 
which she fsmcied gathering : she had dreaded sufr 
ficicntly for every salutary purpose, the efiect of 
the combination of her name with that of the 
countess, in the mention of the visit as expedient; 
but it had not been commented on^ and she was 
thankful for tlie forbearance. . She had enough ber 
side to distract her ; for whenever she fancied she 
was to be of the party, an apprehension came 
across her, that her going would lead Portargis to 
suppose she had changed her measures, and was 
ready for the agreeable excursion. But even this 
suggestion it was of no use to entertain : it could 
give no liberty of action. 

An early dinner, in which the one would not, and 
the other could not, say more than was necessary, 

cleared 
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cleared tbe way for the journey ; and it wanted % 
abort quarter of an hour of the time for selling out^ 
i^hen the countess, in a way that Gertrude was 
perfectly accustomed to, asked ; ' And don't you 
go, pray Miss?*—* I did not know your ladyship 
would chuse it* — * Chuse it? why, when do I 
chuse to go alone? — what were you named for, but 
to attend me, as is your place ?' 

' O !' thought Gertrude, as she rose to prepare^ 
^ now I see why my name did not give ofi'ence/ 

Better able to contend against solicitation, than 
prepared to expect misfortune, she, in approach* 
iiig Richmond, could not be insensible to the sar 
lubrious change of air; and though the peculiar 
feature of the road from Kew, might almost have 
led her to ask whether she could hope to meet the 
Thames again, yet, convinced it was to be seen at 
the end of the journey, sbe waited in a sort of pa» 
tient impatience. 

Attendants in abundance came out on the ar« 
rival of the carriage at the hotel ; and to her lady- 
ship's question^ ' How is Lord Luxmore r' the tbr- 
wardest replied, ' Very bad, indeed, I believe, my 
Jady ; but I can t justly say/ 

Gertrude's confidence was shaken ; but finding 
the informant was the earl's groom, she began to 
hope he was merely an accomplice in the viscount s 
plot A little farther conversation relieved this 
minor anxiety, by increasing her rising concern for' 
the earl, as his situation w*aa, on the testimony of 
^\l wIk) could speak, very' doubtful. 

The matter seemed now too serious, even for tbe 

countess 
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couubess to face its circumstaDces; and when tht 
carriage-door was opened, and bhe was aligbtiug; 
$b£ drew back, with a look that said she wished 
she bad not ventured : she poised on tlie step» and 
again retreating, she desired ' thut young woman/ 
pointing to Gertrude, might be shewn to the earls 
fhainbcT. * Go,' said siie, ^ and see how matters 
are ; and then I shall know M'hat I have to do.' 
. The ladies again changed feelings; and Ger* 
trude, in her turn, hesitated, i ' Could not your la- 
dyship speak to Lord Portargis r' said she. ' Lord 
-Fortargis has not been here since very early this 
iuorning,' was the reply, with tlie addition of * be 
has not seen his lordship to*day,' and farther in- 
formation that ^ Lord Luxmore was much worse 
than when tl)e viscount saw him last' 

Gertrude, -even the dependent Gertrude, still 
liesitated. Lady Luxmore repeated her command ; 
rebellion hud proceeded only to the outrage of 
•^ AfCy ma*am r' when a re()etition of her cangi dc 
desccndre settled ^he business, and she followed a 
res(>ectable female across the liall, mute, and dis- 
concerted by the painful con&ciousness that she 
was acqiiicbcing in a breach of that decorum which, 
not tiic world, its opinions or its modes, but those 
feelings which are implanted in us for the wisest 
and the kindest purposes, teach us to observe. 

But ahs(u^bed as she was, she could not be in- 
K^nsible to the scene tlirousli which she was car- 
ricd, a:: ^\\Q asccncied tiic wide staircase. Wh^t 
u contract did tlie objects seep from the wimlo^^s, 
Iqrm, not. only with thoae which occupicil her 

tllQUghtS,^ 



■THE COUNtESS A^D OEli+RUbC; 9^ 

thoughts, but even with thcwe on the side 6f ll** 
liouse by which slie had crttered ! 

Having gained ti^e lobby ntfar the earr^ nptttt* 
nient, wiiere she beggisd to rertisiin till she cOiiM 
see some one of those about his person, her eye 
was caught by the river, on whose plass^' surface 
were innumerable little boats, decked with white 
awnii^gs and gay flogs, and freighted with soft co* 
lors, and female loveliness, while from the shore 
resounded the harmony of an orchestra, and on the 
opposite meadow, and on the nearer bank, gay 
gronpes of persons, seemingly ignorant of all the 
cares and vexations of life, were listening to 
the concert. It seemed an illusion addressed to 
the eve and the ear. On hearinir a voice, she 
turned from the smiling scene ; and her thoughts 
^ instantly recoiled to their first form of anxiety on 
the business of her aukw^ard and distressing em- 
bassy. A woman, who bore the appeaVance of a 
nurse, crept towards her, and by looks, gestures, 
and expressions, ostentatiously cautious, gave her 
to understand that there was much to fear* Hav- 
ing answered questions, the good lady proceeded 
to ask them, and obtaining an affirmative to her 
queries, * Pray ma'am ? you'll excuse the liberty I 
take in axing : but are you the young lady as my 
lord calls Gertrude?' — she exprcst the most vehe- 
ment satisfaction in the discovery, and proceeded, 
almost by force of arms, to introduce her into the 
chamber. Painfully convinced now of her too 
confident incredulity, her heart sunk. Ignorant 
as she was of modes of thinking, she looked not 
1 as 
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as the world doeA| on thai fotation of mortality 
urbich, to the great, brings in the same breath, 
condolence and congratulation : the scene before 
her was awiiil ; and here her thoughts centered. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER LI. 

^ jrahiii hey, A helpless vife. An obliging landlady. A 

■ setiied opimon, A sad mistake, A man of medicine* A 

desertion of duty. A substitutionm Ideal kapfiness* Ai^ 

iKodid asid Jtis oUeMdofU. 

Before she could collect herselfi she was at the 
bed-side of one, who, whatever his faults or hit 
follies, had, in the only instance where it was in hig 
power, been spontaneously kind to her^ and who 
therefore claimed, in addition to general compas- 
sion, peculiar gratitude. lie was sensible to her 
pres^nte and her feelings ; her tears seemed to 
dbable him from speaking ; and his short groans 
teld her that his sufferings were great: he was 
striving to articulate his condescending thanks^ 
when bis son, with his whip in his hand, and a dog 
at bis heels, in utter disbelief of any increased 
danger, came to see how his suffering parent was, 
ere he joined again, on the other side of the bridge^ 
some honorable misses and right honorable ladies^ 
who were waiting for the addition of ' that nice 
young, man,' Lord Portargis, to their equestrian 
party, and subsequent moon-light glide down the 
silver Thames. 

The viscount's astonishment was not feigned^ 
when he saw Gertrude standing, in tears, holding 
ber handkerchief with both hands to her eyes, and 

sobbing 



§6 tut COltN*T£SS AN^f) flEfltftl/bt. 

sobbing aloud : — his second feeling was that of thff 
most inconsiderate resentment; and without mak- 
m^ the inquiries that were Ins errand, he quilted 
the room. The time, however* that it required to 
get half-way down tlie stairs, a little cooled him ; 
and he stopt^ unperceived, to watch the move- 
ments of bis other parent, whom one of the females 
of the house was ushering into a room, with the 
usual observations on the weatlicr, the dust, and 
the other accidents of a nine mile s journey to see 
a dying lord. To cross on his mother waft, jtist 
then, worse to the viscount than to face Gertrude ; 
and his present interests aiding tlie light of his 
reason, he turned to the window, at a loss to know 
which way to turn away, and began now to r^ecC 
tliat Gertrude could not deserve his anger; he 
acknowledged to hiuiself tliut there was some po*- 
zle in tlie business, and, sending his gi*oom with an 
excuse to his party, he began to judge fairly ; yet 
be liked not lior bciiii; introduced into his &tb^*tf 
room alone, Curiosity and anxiety dispelled l|fa 
former pcttishncss, and preferring tlie best infof- 
nation, he again sought Gertrude. 

In the mean time, Ladv Luxmoi^, whom th^ re-* 
ftpect with wliich she was treated, taught to behave! 
resj>ectably, had seated herself, nith all the propctf. 
assumptions of her situation, in a parlor where she 
might wait, in the undisputed command of unexist-^ 
ing feelings, for the message which was to summon 
her to her lord. She was driven to a necessity she 
woi^ld have avoided^ and from which perhaps she 

woul<) 
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Wbnld even now have excusdd herself, had she 
known it by experience; but she hjtd gone through 
the world thus far, ignorant of much of its' cala- 
mity \ she had seen no one die, she had never se6n 
extreme sickness. Saved, when young, by a squea*' 
mish helplessness, from that which is ojfteri the! 
lot almost of infancy, a cut finger or a broken 
i^hin, only sent her to a distance : her father was a 
man of sound constitution and occupied nimd; his 
death was not preceded by illness ; and sick ser- 
vants were always in garrets. The scene therefore 
that awaited her, was, even to hef advanced age^ 
new ; and she had time to prepare herself for it. 

The mistress of the house had taken the place of 
her deputy in attending on the guest : and so plea* 
santly was the time beguiled in enquiries of ^ And 
who lives in this house, and that house V and the 
common^place wonder at the changes produced in 
a fluctuating neighborhood, that her ladyship did 
not reckon minutes ; till at length, perhaps having 
no more questions at hand, she recollected her hus- 
band, and requested ' Mrs. What's-your-name,' to 
enquire if she might see Lord Lux more, as ^ she 
could not wait all night' 

* Yes, certainly, my lady ; but there's a fine 
moon ; and it's light all night now.' 

The obliging landlady left the room, and went 
about her other affairs, while the countess resorted 
to the long narrow glass between the windows* 
Whatever was her opinion of herself, she turned 
away abruptly, and again wondered why * Miss' 
did not return^ 

VOL. III. M Why 
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Why she waited thus long, must be explained 
by a reference to the situation in which we left 
' Miss.; 

The earl was not without suspicimis of his own 
danger ; and iiad, in the course of the now-closing 
day, in consequence of the hint of one, and not- 
witstandin<^ the polite chearings of the rest of his 
medical friends, settled 'his worldly affairs: he had 
talked of Gertrude, till his returning recollection 
told him that, in wishing for her, he was wishing 
for his wife ; this had abated his desire to see her: 
she came now, therefore, when hope had expired ; 
and perhaps was the more welcome. 

His opinion of her took its date, from the jour- 
ney to Luxmore, since which, indeed, some few 
years had elapsed ; but it was an opinion so found-. 
ed, first on that of one for whom he had the high* 
est respect, and then, on that sort of truth, wbicK 
neither time nor absence affects, that it was not to 
be shaken; and as it amounted to no more than a 
discovery that she was a rational being, fairly en- 
dowed, and doing her duty to the best of her abi- 
lities, under the encouragement of opposing cir-. 
cumstances, whithersoever Lord Luxmore had^ 
wandered, with whatsoever persons he had asso- 
ciated, or how long soever he bad ceased to sec 
or to hear of Gatty Aubrey, she must still, when- 
ever honored by liis recollection, have presented 
herself to it, in the form ofa young woman, deserv- 
ing of esteem and regard, and perhaps claiming, 
from his family, something of kin to compassion, 
Rnd tenderness of affection. The period elapsed^ 
« since 
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fthice tbey met, had not passed without improve- ' 
ment to her* person and deportment : and if she 
bad ever been an object of regard, she could at no 
time have lost her title to iu 

Her tears, the irresistible gush of nature's first ' 
feeling ! bad stopped ; and when Lord Portargis, 
who had relinquished his former prejudices, al-. 
most unobserved by her again entered the room, 
though the traces of sorrow were on her cheeks^ 
ber countenance was fit to instruct his i he seemed 
as if ashamed of something wrong in his behavior, 
and desirous to make amends for it ; but the tran- 
sient virtue was, in an instant, chased away, by her 
replying to his first words, with a request -that he 
would have the goodness to go to Lady Luxmore, 
who might probably be waiting in the carriage— '- 
as his father, she presumed, would now wish to 
see hen 

To the irritable apprehension of Portargis, this 
was a command tQ withdraw and quit the field ; 
perverse indignation would have dictated obedi* 
ence ; but his father, by a motion with his hand, 
stayed him, and then in a faint, but not very placid 
voice, requested that he might not be troubled, as 
he had no occasion to see any body. 

^ Am I to go and tell my mother so ?' asked the 
viscount, still alive to the pleasure of mischief. 

' 1. no,' said Gertrude, ' let me go to her/ 

To utter another prohibition seemed beyond the 
earl's powers ; but he had so far freed his least, dis-' 
abled hand, as to grasp her wrist ; and this the ten- 
derness due to his imbecilityi rendered a powerful 

u S restraint 
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restraint on her movements; her distress was grow*' 
ing great, when the arrival of one of the medical 
gendemen released her; and hurried into a pro* 
mise not to quit tlie bouse without returning, she 
Dvent to meet the expected displeasure of her pa* 
troness. To her, she represented the earl's situa- 
tion, as she now indeed really believed it, desperate. 
She could truly say she thought hb mind very much 
affected; and if there was any artifice in her nar* 
rative, it consisted in her endeavoring to persuade 
I^dy Luxmore that the earl consulted her peace in 
begging her not, at present, urge seeing him. In 
this, her ladyship readily acquiesced, with only a 
few hints of ^ the non-importance of wives/ 

To get back to London was the next solicitude ; 
and as if fearful that the dispensation should be re- 
tracted, she was in haste to be gone. Gertrude's 
returning home with her was a matter unquestion- 
ably in ' the course of things,' and how to keep- 
her promise of seeing his lordship again, was a con* 
sideration requiring more contrivance than she had 
at hand. But matters soon arranged themselves 
for her convenience ; and a request from the gen- 
tleman whom she had left with the earl, ' to be al« 
lowed the^ honor of speaking to Lady Luxmore, 
freed her from this embarrassment 

This gentleman, who was an assistant left in 
waiting, and who knew only that in the absence of 
his principal, he was to watch the earl of Luxmore, 
who had with him a son called Lord Portargis, 
and was now visited by a Lady Luxmore, unto- 
wardly, at first sight, imbibed a fatal error ; and as, 

even 
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even if the countess had ever been named in his 
hearing by a ftither or son, it was merely by the style 
and title of Lady Luxmoi'ei he knew tiot bow she 
stood allied) be, trusting more the eyes in his head 
than those of bis politeness^ was so very absurd as 
to set down in bis judgment a woman some years 
under threescore, and whose full age, ill healthy and 
a fretful temper, had stamped on her forehead, for 
the mother of a man whose appearance, under 
every disadvantage, was younger than hiB time of 
life, but who wiLS not yet forty. Still more despe- 
rately did tliis dealer in diagnostics err^ when OQ 
entering the rootA, and paying the ' debitam reve-^ 
rentiam' to the countess, his eye passed on to her 
truly Sorrowful dependent, whose countenance, dis<> 
figured by that part of her grief which she had in-> 
dulged,and writhed by that which she strove to sup-^ 
press, was turned from him, but whose figure ex^ 
plained to him the message he came to deliver. 

^ I believe, Miss,' sidd the man of medicine, 
going up ridiculously close to her back, ' it is to 
you I must address myself/ 

* Pray, Sir, how do you find my lord ?' inter- 
rupted Lady Luxmore, ad if vindicating her de- 
prest consequence. 

* Why, on the whole my lady,' replied he, stop- 
ping short in his walking up to Gertrude, * I think 
very sadly indeed. I am sorry to say my lady, 
my lord, your son I presume, has had a very bad 
fall, a very ugly fall, my lady, indeed, I give you . 
my honor — indeed, it is impossible for any of us, 
or any man in the profession, to say what is the 

^ ' extqn^ 
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extent of the mischief, but a few days will shew— 
it is not for his limbs that I fear, it is something 
worse that I apprehend — and in that case, you 
know, my lady, a few days may decide the business 
—there is, indeed, a most dreadful bruise on the 
left patella — the right humerus is a sad sufferer, 
and the per iosieum of that ulna is greatly injured ; 
in short, there is hardly a part that have not suf« 
fered more or less ; but, after all, there's no saying 
— I think he's better — his pulse are better*/ 

* For Heaven's sake,' uttered I-ady Luxmore, 
indignant at the mistake under which she suffered, 
' don't talk to me. Sir, of such things : — what do I 
know about them T 

* Beg pardon, my lady, indeed upon my honor 
«— but I thought' as so many ladies now study ana^ 
tomy for their drawings and amusement — your 
ladyship perhaps does not give into the fashion of 
keeping a skeleton, by way of study.' 

' Not I indeed. Sir ; I thought you said you bad 
something to say/ 

• We arc very sorry to say^we do not caricature in making 
our medical man siu against the rule that * a verb agrees 
with its nominative cslshJ It is matter of unqualified wonder 
to hear the most M>nsiblc men — mui who are bcholars, and 
who have every medical recommendation, adopt this almost 
fashionable ignorance of making puke plural. It is descant- 
ing on the horn-book to remind them that, as pulse has a 
plural of its own, it cannot be a plural in its singular form. — 
Do, we intreat you, good gentlemen, indulge us by saying, 
* Your pulse is steadier, your pulse is weak,' as used to be 
the fashion ; or we can never talk of * the throbbing pulses 
pf the Iraio.- 

' O ! yes, 
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' O] yes, my lady ; to that young lady ; I sup- 
pose she is the young lady, the Miss Aubrey, that 
his lordship talks of and wislies to set up to night/ 

* Good God ! Sir. Is my lord mad r' 

* A little comose at times, my lady. There cer- 
tainly can be no need of the young lady's giving 
herself that trouble ; for the nurse and my lord's 
man w\\\ watch him, and / shall be in the house ; 
but as we make it a general rule to indulge patients, 
ttmkr particular circumstances, in all their whims 
and fancies, it perhaps would be as well to indulge 
his lordship, if it can be done without great incon* 
venience« I will not say tliis maj/ nut be the last 
night — and, in that case you know — ^. Come 
dear young lady, don't cry so,' continued he, 
patting Gertrude's back, ' think of my lord's poor 
mother, my lady here. Well ! my lady, what am 
I to say to my patient r' 

' O ! Sir, it must be just as you all please, for I 
see Im nobody here : — mother indeed !' — replied 
the countess in no soft accents. 

' Nobody?' returned the medical man in a 
sharp tone of interrogation, which he softened be- 
fore he ventured to proceed : * I'm sui*e, my lady ; 
I hope I didn't say any thing disrespectful ; I'm 
sure I didn't mean it at least ; I only meant to say, 
tliat as my lord had expressed a wish for the young 
lady's setting up, and it may, as I say, God knows — 
I give you my honor — be Jhe last night, I thought 
if your ladyship could manage it, it would be a sa- 
tisfaction to your son and all parties. I dare say, 
if your ladysjiip approves it, your ladyship can be 

gccomo . 
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accommodated with a bed in the house. WU) yoa 
give me leave to make enquiries r' 

Lady Luxmore was at a loss: she was ncA 
very williQg \o dbturb her own comforts by 
remaining from home during the night; yethav«p 
ing complained of being iiobody, she saw that 
by abandoning Richn^ond and the earl, she should 
subscribe to her own degradation; and delegate to 
pne whom she certainly did uot wish to n^ake vaiup 
those cares and offices from whicli alone she coqld 
derive importance ; she therefore suffered ^e bell 
to be rung, and the liostcss (o be summoned and 
questioned. 

The apothecary interrogated ; and the first ques- 
tions produced answers th^t left Lady Luxmore no 
excuse for deserting her conjugal duty. Beds in 
abundance; and every room possessing peculiar 
charms and accommodations ! But the operation 
of Lady Luxn)ore's active mind had, even while she 
Mas listening, digested her plan ; and she t^ad de- 
cided that, as she could be called to nothing that 
was not disagreeable^ it was best to g^t out of 
healing. In leaving Gertrude, there was nothing 
to apprehend for herself, as she heard a will was 
made ; nor could there be any anxiety for the girl, 
but that she migbt be fatigued and agonised, and 
feel deserted and wretched. Any scruples, inci- 
dent to weak minds, with regard to delicacy or ap- 
pearances, iQ do her justice, never occurred to her. 
As soon, therefore, as she had taken the refresh- 
ment of cofieCi and her coachm^ chpse (o be 

ready» 
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feady, she prepared to return bome^ and to leave 
her protegee ovcYv^hehued with the awfulness of her 
novel situation, and utterly at a loss to know \\oyy 
she was to get through the next twenty-four hours. 

The mistress of the house, when tliis decision 
first reached her ears, prompted either by com- 
passion, or, cbusing to take tier orders from tlie 
principal, had introduced herself, with an apology 
for her intrusion, and a tender of all in her povier 
tor the young lady, Slie even^ ofiered to leave a 
person to sit up with her, or to share her vigil 
herself. Observing, that po provision of clothes 
could have been ipade for so sudden an emergency,, 
sbe requested leave to furnish from h^r own 
wardrobe, what the young lady might want:-^she 
would have put a small bed into Lord Luxmore's 
room; and, with the true feeling of woman for 
woqaan, she declared she could not bear the thought 
of her sitting up thus comfortless. 

Gertrude tried to stop her tears, that she might 
express lier acknowledgments ; but tlie countess, 
who was |ben pacing backwards and forwards, till 
tlie floor resounded with the hammers of her licels, 
saved her the exertion, by returning thanks lor 
what she felt as in) pertinence, and intimated, 
rather reprehendingly, that persons in Miss Au- 
brey's situation, could not ' be kept to do nothing :' 
^he professed she saw ^ no great matter in bitting 
up through one summer's night' ^ Miss Aubrey 
was strong enough for any thing ;' and she was 
^ old enough to take care of herself/ ' She could 

hive 
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have some tea in the night, if she chose it, and g5 
to bed as soon as people were about.' 

The hostess retreated in respectful silence ; and 
Lady Luxinore's carriage being announced, Ger- 
trude attended her across the hall. Her feelins, 
when having watched the wheels round the first 
corner, she retreated from the door to avoid tlic 
gaze of some dragoon-officers, was not enviable. 

She returned to the parlor where she had been 
before ; and now looking on the Thames, scarcely 
conscious that she saw it, she began to strip her 
situation of all extraneous circumstance, and to 
consider what it was, and w hat it demanded. 

She knew enough of the history of human na- 
ture, to be convinced, that few of its calamities 
could be new cases, and of her duty to perceive, 
that they were to be met with fortitude and com- 
posure. Had she, at this moment, been possessed 
of all the theory of the most refined sentiment, 
she would not have seen its utility; she would 
have fancied, that superfluous feelings tend to 
paralyze the mind by excessive excitation; and 
that their indulgence is too much connected with 
the retrograde inclination of self-love, to be highly 
laudable: she would have recollected what she 
bad often heard from Mr. Sterling, that our feel- 
ings are the xvhigSy not the feet of our duty ; that 
the performance of it must have its source in the 
plain principle of obedience to the revealed will 
of (jod ; and that a conscience kept watchfiil and 
tender on this point, will l>c, almost without the 

exception 
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exception of one example, suflSciently sympathetic 
to answer every just claim, even on its finest 
affections. 

Having collected the forces of her mind, she 
felt composed, though unhappy; and losing all 
sense of her •existence as a protected dependent, 
she assumed her new chractcr of active responsi- 
bility. 

Thus courageous, and made, by want of uise, 
reluctant to giving trouble, she was going to the 
bar to request that the nurse might be called out 
of Lord Luxmore's room ; but when, on opening 
the door, she saw lounsjers about, she felt her 
youth, her height, and her supposed aukwardness, 
and retreating, she rang the bell— not as bells in 
liotels are usually rung; — its one note was instan* 
taneously answered. — It had the effect of I^rd 
L— — 's low voice in a crouded court— it was 
heard distin<^tly ; and her message was conveyed 
immediately. 

No sooner was his lordship aware that his wish 
had been obeyed, and his countess was gone, than 
he sent for Gertrude ; his son was his ambasbador ; 
and it was at this moment very difficult for the 
viacount to tell himself, whether he was more 
pleased with her detention, or vexed that his father 
should be the person to detain her. But, in the 
present case, there was nought to be said. She 
was called to a very serious office ; and perhaps 
her juvenile lover flattered himself, that it not only 
would not last long, but in its termination would 
remove all opposition, ail difficulties, and all re* 

gai*da 
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gards hostile to his passion, which painted every 
earthly gratification, as centered in the power to 
make dear Gertrude, what he supposed, happy, 
and the exhibiting her to the admiring world in 
Hyde-park, embarked with him in one of the most 
perfect of fashionable vehicles, while he should 
dispose the movements of the finest horses that 
could be procured, and share, as the prime source 
of her splendor, more than half the envy of those 
who looked up to them.— For this supreme satis- 
faction, who can wonder that he wbbed all ob- 
stacles removed? 

In the domestic relations of the carl of Lux* 
mores family, thcrc had occurred very little to 
tutor, to any good purposes, the hearts of a risiag 
generation. Lord Portargis, in his father and , 
mother, had seen nothing of the matrimonial cha- 
racter, but its disgusts, aversions, and inconve- 
niences ; yet, as he had little respect for one pa- 
rent, and the most decided antipathy to the other, 
be took no lessons that could do him hurt. Hot 
adopted prejudices that could influence him to 
found his future practice in early example. He 
bad, from infancy, loved Gertrude, as his first 
acquaintance; and her disposition towards him, 
had added a sentiment to his affection, which be 
was scarcely conscious that she deserved, or he felt 
A vague idea of the superiority of her mind, and 
the consequent usefulness of her advice, which 
the skjour at Luxmore had greatly elevated, had 
inspired respect and deference for her. He con- 
sidered her as barbarously treated by his mother, 

and 
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and therefore gave her his pity ; aird now, that in 
returning to her, he was somewhat aware of the 
improyements attendant on youth not ill employed, 
there Avanted as much opposition as he fancied 
he should meet froiMMliis father's regard to his 
family-interests, — as mudikLprospect of tormenting 
Ills nK)ther, — as much fear that any delay might 
be fJEttal to his hopes, and as much doubt as Ger- 
trude's reserve kept awi^e, — to say nothing of thai 
jealousy which the earl occasioned him, to fix 
on his heart a predilection, whicli the vehemence 
of his natural temper, rather curbed than cured 
by the thwarted discipline of his early years, and 
mis*directed by the subsequent policy of Abb6 
Bonfront, must, of necessity, make formidably 
pasfionate. 

After a few minutes' intrusion on the earl's 
patience, while he was endeavoring to steel Ger« 
trude^i heart against the natural sympathy called 
out in the exercise of one of the most interesting 
of huniitne offices, he allowed her to go to the 
chamber, and take her seat by the bedside* 

The young lord had no diguise in his compo* 
sition ; he had never pretended to virtues he had 
not ; nor did he design now to vary from his for* 
mer ingenuousnees. He had, before he was twelve 
years old, when Ms mother had accidentally af- 
fronted him, written a parody on * La Brebis et 
I'Agneau' of Florian's * Bon Fils;' and he left it 
without envy or emulation, as he conscientiously 
might do, to the pious Firmins and Mesdames 
Marcelle, to exhibit for the amusement of an 

admiring 
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admiring audience, puerile nonsense, . and the cant 
of sentiment. Sometimes, indeed, wlien be had 
found among the Eton groupes of embryo-atates* 
men, and bishops in potentia^ one saisible to the 
goodness of a father whoindtvlged what claimed in- 
dulgence and corrected what needed correction, he 
would wish that such a parent had been his; but any 
serious thought, was, to Portargis, painful thougiit; 
and any intrusions of this kind were generally db- 
missed with a consoling reflection, that it might 
^ all be as well in the eod/ and that, ' what suited 
one person, might not suit another/ 

Lord Portargis must not then be involved in 
the slightest suspicions of hypocrisy, when, he pro- 
fessed himself determined to sit up with his father 
through this night ; nor was his father very par- 
ticularly concerned for tiie disturbance this would 
be to his son*s comfort, when he requested him to 
give up his intention, and go to bed. To get rid 
of each other civilly, was the sole integral view of 
each. — Lord Luxmore had no forethought beyond 
the night; — his son postponed all thought^'tili it 
should be past. 

That authority predominated, which, in the 
present case, ought to have yielded. The viscount 
retired: at tlie earls request, the nurse and tlie 
valet took tlieir station in a little room which com- 
municated \iith the chambers of fatiier and son; 
and soon after Gertrude had placed herself where 
she thought she could be most useful and least 
disturbing, she was obliged to open the door and 
request silence : the attendants had forgotten tlieir 

chai'ge. 
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charge, and, hired to the offices of humanity, were 
content to discharge them by their lieutenant, and 
seek the delights of conversation. 

Till all was still, the earl was so ;— but, in too 
much pain to sleep, he seemed more inclined to 
talk, tlian Gertrude had expected; he was com- 
posed and perfectly collected, and began asking 
questions, one of which was, whether the countess 
had expressed any wish to see him. To this sh^ 
with the best intentions, replied, by stating Lady 
Luxmore's anxiety in its full proportion. 

' Ah! if that woman had |^n any thing but 
what she is!' 

* Had not your lordship better try to sleep?' 

* I cannot sleep. — If I had married for any 
thing but money !' . 

^ Do not we sometimes,' said Gertrude, ^ blame 
ourselves for doing that which was right at the. 
time? We forget, perhaps, the motives which 
then induced us.' 

^ O ! no, no — what I did, never could be right. 
— O ! Gertrude, it is now that I feel it — if you 
knew all, you would have me.' 

' If / did know all, my lord, it would be imi> 
possible for me to form any fiair judgment : and 
what must I be, if any error could make me so 
ungrateful, as to hate one who has been so very 
kind to me?' 

There is an imperial sort of knowledge to be 
gained by the cultivation of a mind; and this 
Gertrude might hope, in time, if blessed widi con- 
tinued 
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tinued adversity, in some measure to attain { but 
there is also a plebeian sort of ready-change in the 
commerce of life, which neither the sages nor the 
muses can teach, and in which she was, by neces- 
sity, deficient. She spoke, not only as she thought, 
but as she understood herself the lansruasei she 
spoke; and she did not perceive, that, by express^ 
in? her gratitfide, she was encourajjing in the earl 
sentiments of tenderness : his deep sigh might 
have told her, if she had understood sighs, that 
his last hope had been pruning its wing, apd that 
he had no ligameot by which to detain the va^ 
grant. 

He wanted no monitor to bid him chaniref 
the subject of his conversation: he felt it too 
powerful for him ; and most willingly he turned 
to the contemplation of his corporal sufferings. 
As if he thought it necessary to impress conviction 
on his fading recollection, he replied, * I am cer- 
tainly very bad — very bad certainly.* 

* Not so ill as a few hours ago, my lord — ^you 
are better since morning, are you not ?* 

Again the spirit caught the flame;— and he re- 
peated with energy, — * O! no, no, no, indeed — yes 
certainly, I feel better, — but still, I fear, I am past 
all hope, — I ought to think so— O ! how wretched 
it is !' 

* I would rather you would think yourself better. 
I persuade myself you are, — I hope and believe 
you are.' 

* Do you ? my kind affectionate Gatty. I am 
^ bruised and so shaken !' 

A tear 
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A tear, which the watch-light illuminated, rolled 
down Gertrude's cheek ; and the earl gave a deep 
groan, as if it had fallen in corroboration of that, 
which he wished not corroborated. ' I have/ 
pursued he, ^settled all my affairs; and that is 
some comfort to my mind, since it prevents the 
possibility of your being left destitute, or entirely 
dependent on Lady Luxmore's caprice. I do not 
know what she may do after my death. She may 
marry her footman next: whatever she does, I dare 
say it will be wrong; therefore I am happy that 
you will be, in some measure, safe.' 

* O! I never wish to be safe by the death of 
my best friends,' replied she : * I will bear any 
thing, if I can but see you recover, my lord.' 

^ It is not much,' said the earl, * that I have to 
give you,— three-thousand pounds is the whole,— 
but this you will have; and I wish it were ten 
times as much ; but in tlie way in which Lady 
Luxmore's property was settled to secure it against 
wfij our younger children would have been no 
better provided for. You wil! find friends, better 
friends than we have been — O ! do not weep so : — 
this is more painful to me than any thing I suffer; 
— 1 did not mean to make you weep; I would 
not afflict you, evei^ for your advantage — I seo 
I was wrong: I thought indeed I should comfort 
you.-;-0! how much I have to learn, and am 
only now beginning, when my lesson should be 
perfect! — O! Gertrude! why was not the woman 
J married, like you?— What a different man I 

VOL. III. I should 
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should have been ! Since I have known yon, I 
have been aware of the importance of a cboicey 
that we make almost by lottery. It is easy to 
say, in marrying disagreeably and for interest, * If 
my home is unpleasant, there is the world ;' — bat 
how often have I felt the foHy of this ! — *tis one 
thing when the world invites^ another when home 
repels; and surely, surely, Gertrude, though I 
by no means vindicate myself, a woman ought to 
consider what it is to drive a man out, perhaps 
angry with her, and disposed to think the want of 
virtue in those to whom he betakes himself, atoned . 
for by agreeable manners. I dare say you know 
the life Lady Luxmore and I have led ; it has liot 
been softened to you, 1 will answer for it ; sibe 
never spared me. Many, many a time, when we 
lived together, "have 1 ordered my carriage, and 
gone out, for very ennui^ when, if I had had but 
k dog to pliiy with at home, I should have been 
happy to have remained there ; and I have always 
observed that in going thus into company against 
tny will, I have done things ten times more 
foolish,' than when I have sought pleasure with 
a relish for it. But who could endure a home so 
ordered, and a mistress of it so untoward ? In- 
dolence, ill-humor, want ofXdesire to please, va- 
ried only by pride and selfishness, were, in our 
best years, nrty lot ; — the woman had no heart :— 
I had given way in many things — nay, I am suit 
I could have behaved well ; and I almost hope, 
that if I recover, I should, even now, do b6tXj» 
than I iiave done.' 

' It 
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* It delights me,' said Gertrude, * to iiear you 
say so : — pray God you may recover/ 

The wish was too sincere to be uttered tepidly. 
In pronouncing it, she dropt from her cliair on her 
knees, and covering lier face witli the bed-clothes, 
she, as earnestly as ever human creature prayed 
for self-preservation, prayed that these dawnings 
of right feeling might assist in repelling the clouds 
of death. He, for whom she thus besought mercy, 
was deeply affected by the interest she took in his 
situation: he felt her indeed a comforter; and 
while, with the hand he had at liberty, he would 
have tried to raise her from her supplicating 
posture, he sobbed aloud, and said, * O! Gertrude, 
I do fiot deserve so much kindness. Hear me, my 
sweet comforter ! — But I cannot talk any more. 
I -believe I ought to have something to take. — Will 
you call the woman, or my man, to give it me?' 

She did as she was desired : the medicine was 
teken ; and she would now, in hopes he might feel 
inclined to sleep, have retired ; but he would not 
permit k; and when again adjusted in his cum* 
bent posture, he resumed his interrupted reflec- 
tions, and gave her, at intervals, an account of the 
progress of his passion for his countess, far better 
to have been suppressed. The round unvarnisted 
tale, would not of itself have claimed much interest; 
but the commentary, the self-reproach, the regret 
Ifaat mingled with the narrative, were afflicting. 
Serious thoughts, with more of prospect than of 
retrospect, followed; and unless these were merely 
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* VOWS niiide in pain,' they indicated a dispositron 
to a better mbde of liie, and a wish to know how 
best to set about the au^endniont 

That sense of right which asks no second ques- 
tion, and admits no palliation, made Gertrude, at 
the tirst glimpse of a reference to her Judi^mcDt, 
point to a reconciliation with Lady Luxmore, and 
iMi amicable deportment w ith regard to her, as the 
\msh of future comfort ; and the present circam- 
sta!ice3 made her recollect and name Mr. Syden- 
ham : but of anv communicatioQ with him on 
the subject, he would not hear — ' he could not, in 
the low state of his spirits, bear conversation ; and 
she was, in bis wretched suffering, the only com- 
pany he could wish for.' — Perhaps even she would 
not h-ive gained any toleration, had she not fol- 
lowed her gentle hint with a persuasive consider- 
ation of the state of Lady Luxmore's declining 
health. — A wonderful facilitation this proved! — 
Lord Luxmore promised every thing: and she 
flattered herself she had done some little good; — 
certainly, she thought, without much trouble. She 
had not suspicion enough in lier temper, to make 
her ask why he was so decided on one point, and 
so comparatively jacile on the other. 

At day-break, the apothecary visited the earl's 
bruises, and Gertrude retired to the servants' 
waiting-ix)om. Removed from the immediate call 
on her exertions, alone, and chilled by changing 
her posture, she felt her spirits give way, and 
throwing herself on a chair^ she burst into tears. 

Presently 



THE COUNTESS AND GERTRUDE. 117 

Presently she heard footsteps in the farther rooni> 
the door of which o^<eDed, and Lord Porlar^is 
stood before her. 

She was startU^d and alarmed ; but disposed to 
conclude, that his uneasiness of mind would not 
sufler him to rest, she tried to speak calmly, and 
said something that indicated her sense of his filial 
attachment: but all this praise he immedidtely 
and very frankly disclaimed, by replying, that it 
Avas anxiety about heVy that kept him out of his 
bcd:-^'I cannot eadurc,' said lie, * this' nonsen- 
sical sitting-up with my fathe*-— what can he want? 
lie has people enough of his own. — Are not you 
going to bed now r' 

* O ! no : I caimot go to bed,' 

' O! yes, you certainly might, if you woukl. 
Now, pray, dont go into the room any more; 
— I'm sure he's better without you.' 

* He does not think so; and indeed, Portargis, 
it would be cruel to leave him to the servants.—- 
X will leave him, if you will take my place. — Shall 
I tell him you will come? — I dare say it would 
please him.' 

* O! no, no: I could not stand it' 

Very little more had passed, when Lord Lux- 
.more's vaJet came to summon Miss Aubrey to her 
post. Lord l^ortargis made her promise he sliould 
drive her to town as soon as she was dismissed ; 
and then, distressing her by his violent farewell; 
he let her depart, and consented to go to bed. 

* I heard Portargis's voice,' said the earl, as 
she topk her seat again ; — •* what is he up for ?' 

' He 
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' He came to ask how your lordship was.' 

* Not exactly so, I fancy, Gatty ; he wanted 
you to leave me and go to bed; did he not?' 

* Yes :■— liis good^nature and his want of know- 
ing wliat is necessary in illness, made him inju* 
dicious — but it is ver}' excusable in him/ 

* Why in him?^ 

* Because — he is young/ 

' Is he not older than you ?' 

* Only a few days, you know, my lord.' 

' Would it be excusable in you^ to persuade 
him to leave me, if he were inclined to attend on 
me?' 

* O ! no; but then the cases arc widely different* 

* Tliey are, indeed^' said the earl, emphatically — 
* Gertrude Aubrey, I see clearly what will happen. 
As sooH as I am dead, you w ill be Portai^gis'i 
wife.' 

* I hope not, my lord.' 
' Why not ? 

* 1 shall offend you, if I tell you.' 

* No; you cannot: — tell me the truth.' 
' 1 sliould be afraid of his temper.' 

^ O ! his temper is not a bad one ; he ]& not 
kin«], indeed, to nic; but when this has hurt me, I 
hcive been forced to think of my own erroi*s. I 
liavc often suspected, that all Sydenbams en- 
deavors to' make him wise, were counteracted by 
that puppy, Abb6 Bonfront, and by his knowing 
what a fool he had for his father — God knows 
wjjat is to become of him !— I wish 1 had left him 
with Sydeuhau)^ for he has been sadly jdie while 

with 
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with me, and I am sure he has got no good at the 
Abba's : but of this I can assure you, that if he 
has any heart, it is your's ; — you have, I believe, 
fast hold on it.' 

' I never tried to obtain k, my lord,' replied 
Gertrude, with a certam feeling of what she owed 
to herself, 

* Forgive me, I meant no such insinuation — I 
believe you — but in npt endeavoring, you were 
so much tlie more likely to obtain it. I do not 
wonder at Portargis's passion ; but I' do not like 
it : you are too near of an tfge to be happy : you, 
who know so little of the world, should marry 
a man who has seen it; and my son ought ^o 
marry for rank, to blot out the disgrace that his 
mother has brought into the f^ily :—^o you not 
think so ?' 

* Certainly ;— I^ord Portargia is entitled to a 
woman of rank.' 

A few more sentences which served to sheif, 
that Gertrude had no ambition to wear a coronet, 
and was in no particular haste to be married, 
either answered the purposes of his lordship's 
conversation with her, or exhausted his powers. 
Perhaps his mind as well as his body, was easier ; 
for he professed himself inclined to sleep ; and sl^ 
therefore resigned her situation to the nurse and 
the valet, on his eturqest request tliat sh? would 
try to get repose* 
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CHAPTER UL 

J ymmg man not at years of discretion^ 

She retired to the adjoining room, and having 
locked the door which communicated with the 
>|| viscount^s, she threw herself on the sofa, fell 
asleep, and dreamed that Lord Luxmore was 
dying : when disturbed by the trickling of her 
tears, her slumber was interrupted, and in the 
confusion of hpr harassed and feverish intellects, 
she thought she felt a gentle breeze on her face. 
She waked more perfectly : it was broad day-light, 
and she saw Lord Portargis seated by her on the 
edge of the sofa, in the most affectionate mixed 
feeling of impatience for her waking, and un- 
willingness to wake her. 

She concluded her dream a reality ; and the first 
moment of recollection was a moment of alarm. 
Which Portargicj's countenance did not tend to 
diminish. It was evident, that he had neither 
had nor courted rest: the cloudy aspect of his 
mind, was enlightened by the expression of con- 
flicting passions, and though all dis[)leasure at a 
supposed preference of his fathers comiort to his 
pi-ace of mind, was lost in the avowed satislaction 
of finding her where she was, she would, at this 
moment, have preferred his being angry. He 

knew 
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ioiew she must now hear him ; and he exulted in 
the dilemma to which the danger of waking bis 
father, who was happily asleep, reduced her. , He 
had heard much that had passed ; and claiming 
praise for having suffered her to rest for more than 
two hours, he left her to inter, that an ostensible 
visit to the earl, had been the cause of his finding 
her where she was. 

The more she heard, the more she was offended; 
and as she rose, her tone, dignified even in a 
whisper, her countenance and her habitual influ- 
ence, made his lordship feel most forcibly the 
terms in which she complained of the selfish inter- 
ruption given to her short respite from fatigue and 
anxiety, and confessed herself astonished, that 
Lord Portargis, of whose friendship she thought 
better, should be the person to whom such a com- 
plaint, in any way, applied. 

The inconsiderate are always in a state of asto- 
nishment Not aware that, in doing what be 
thought proved the excess of his love, there could 
possibly be the smallest appearance of unkind- 
ness, he was wounded and intimidated by the mfor- 
mation; and in the most supplicating manner, be 
begged forgiveness and a patient hearing : the first 
was granted on his request : the latter she would 
gladly have denied ; but having no option that did 
not endanger his father, she was less firm in her 
refusal ; and his lordship, adoptini; the practice 
of all aident minds, in taking the relaxation of op- 
position for her permission, pursued his purpose 
for engaging her in conversation. 

' Will 
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^ Will you OB]y hear me, Gatty? Surely it i$ 
unjust— you would say so, yoursetf— to be au^ry, 
wad refuse to betr an excuse f 

^ I am not angry. Tbe loss of my rest b not 
f oficient to make me angry. I only wonder^ dear 
Fortargb, at your want of feeling for me/ 

' it is the excess of my feeling liiat makes rae 
seem unkind, I assure you : I am so unhappy, thai 
jOH would, I am sure, pity me, could you know 

' I do not wonder at it : your father's situation 
m, I fear, very precarious/ 

* Aye ! always my fatlier, my father f 

' Can any thing be so silly as your seemh^ of- 
fended with me for doing what I am ordered to 
do, and what I have no choice in doing ? Consider 
Buy dependent situation ; and beside, in such a 
time of awful anxiety, who Mould not do the little 
that is in their power ?' 

^ I am not offended. To confess the truth I 
•09 only very jealous : I will not conceal it from 
you. I know how fond my father is of you ; and 
I do not like it : ever since we went to Luxmore 
I have had good reason to be uneasy.' 

^ What can be so childish and so ridiculous ?-^ 
I see no reason for uneasiness on any account, but 
tbe dangerous state your father is in ; and &at 
wry dangei- ought to shew you your folly. — Would 
you have him hate me? — Are you afraid I should 
apeak against you ? — What can you have to fear ?' 

^ Plainly then, that he will recover and naarry 

you; 
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you ; if he does, you may depend oo it I sbaH 
shoot myself.' 

* Marry me? Why, do you forget your mother?' 
' No, thank her. I shall never forget her ; but 

she has nothing to do with my opinion; for, rU 
be hanged if she lives a yeai*. I should have beea 
shocked to see any body else so altered ; and now, 
indeed, I am very sorry for it It b impossible ^he 
can li\e.' 

, ^ O ! do not fancy so. Lady Luxmore is not 
young ; and she now has so entirely ^ven up all 
solicitude about appearance, that she looks much 
worse than she might.' 

^ Nonsense : but \i^ will not dispute about that 
point I should have no anxiety about my mother, 
if you would give me one promise.' 

* Promise? of what?' 

^ Why, to be my wife at ail eveots, as soon as 
you ane dismissed from this confounded nursing 
my fiather, and we can get off.' 

^ I will engage myself to no such folly, aod 
wickedness.' 

^ How can you call it iblly and wickedness? 
What is the folly of it ?' 

*' It would be folly in me, and I am sure still 
greater in you : O ! Portargis, how you would re- 
pent it and detestme, by the time you are of age ! 
To marry your mother's indigent protegte : a girl 
left upon your mother's charity, under circum- 
stances that I can hardly bear to recollect without 
agony ! — a creatui^ wiio has picked up an educa- 
tion, DO one knows bow, and who must disgrace 

you 
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you every moment— ;If I hated you, Portargis, I 
should consent to your mad \^ ish without another 
persuasion ; but as one who, from her heart and 
soul, wishes you well, one who is anxious for your 
happiness, and jealous for your estimation, I can* 
not, 1 will not listen to such a scheme for ruining 
yourself.' 

* Do not you think, Gatty, I am old enough to 
know what will make me happy r' 

* No; no.' 

* Well! this I should not, indeed, have ex- 
pected from you. But 1 know you think it right 
to refuse me ; it is very cruel ; and as for your ar- 
guments, they are not worth a straw : — as to your 
being my mother s protegee^ why, you are a clergy- 
man's daughter ; and Sydenham says your father 
was one of the best men in the world, and had 
very good connexions, and your mother was not a 
low person. I dare say, all that my mother has 
said against her is nothing but lies and spite ; and 
a million to one, if you had had some body to 
take care of your property, and my mother had 
not wanted a slave, you might have been brought 

up as you ought to have been. And, as to your 

education, Td tliank you to shew me any girl that 
knows more than you do : You may be frightened^ 
and fancy yourself very aukiiard, but you do not 
shew it ; and I am sure, at Luxmore. they all ad- 
mired you for your elegant manners ; auvi I know 
that, \y hen I compare you to other girls, even if 
they are beauties, I always like you best.' 

^ lor shame, Portargis, how can you descend 

to 
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to such flattery ? — do you suppose I never dress 
myself at a glass?' 

* No, to be sure ; but I am certain you do not 
know yourself, or how agreeable you are. You 
cannot see yourself speak; and it is then I love 
you the most, even if you scold me.' 

* It needed all (Jertrude's present distress of 
mind to preserve her gravity in this original wooing, 
tlie naiveti of which might have proved more se- 
ducing than common artifice. She was obliged to 
shift her ground, and argue for herself, as her lover 
was so dbposed to run all hazards where his own 
interests alone were implicated. She urged the 
reproach and disgrace she must incur. — ' I should 
feel like a thief/ said she. 

* Then let us do the thing snug, and keep it a 
secret,' replied the viscount. * Why, there is 
young Darenot has been married these two years 
to his mother's house maid, and the family know 
not a syllable of it ; and there's Lord Anteflood's 
eldest son has absolutely married a girl out of a 
shop in Pall-mall : his father would certainly shoot 
him if he knew it; but he fancies he only keeps 
her ; and that's very well, and it's all safe.' 

* And pray, Portargis, wot) Id you have me copy 
4he one or the other of these bright examples? — 
Would you have me skulk like the house maid, or 
be accounted like the shop-girl :' 

'No, no: I only say this to shew it may be 
done. At least, nobody needs know any thing till it 
is all over, and we are safe ; and then let theoi 

say what they will ; why should you care ? My 

--' — *%w_ mother 
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Bother can't live long to scold. I shall break it 
to my father ; and he cannot say much : I tell you 
I can get money till I am of age ; and J protest I 
had rather live on bread and cheese in a cottage, 
80 I have but my horse and my gun, and a couple 
of pointers, tlian be as miserable as I am about 
you, if my £ather would give me all he has. Be- 
side, this can't last for ever ; and even if they da 
plague us for a little while, I can keep you out of 
tfae^way ; and we shall be happy at last. In com- 
ing here from Windsor, I saw tlie most beautiful 
little snug place in the world, that would just do 
for us — oat of the high road — a little white bouse 
mx the middle of a little garden of roses and carna- 
tions : my father stopt there to see a man and his 
wife : I can't tell who they were ; but I should 
guess she had been an old acquaintance : th^ are 
going out of it, and we might have it nicely far-* 
niriied ibr a trifle ; and there was a little book-nK>m 
so beautifully (fitted up !— -^I am sure it was my fa- 
therms taste.' 

^ And can you suppose, if you are right, that I 
woi:^ be the next inhabitant of sucfh a house ?' 

^ O ! it had such tasty curtains ; and it was so 
green, and so cool, and so retired V 

* Retired ! — 'it never could be retired enough for' 
oae whose conduct would not bear the Jight - 

* Well, you, shall live where you wiW, and do 
X entirely as you please ; only consent. A week, will 

take us into the north, and bring us back; and t 
mUHtxff till my father is juetoutofilangeF. I haue 
iBttled it all ia my own mind; and viiXL gdt every 

thing 
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tbing ready* Cbamborde, I atn sore, ntll travel 
with us ; and be has a sister that can al^nd yoo.' 
I have coQSttteed a friend, and got the wlvote route 
from him.' " 

* I hope you have not used my name/ 

* I did, upon my . I begyonf 

pardon, dear Gatty a thousand times, if it was 
wrong ; but I could not help it : he would not give 
me his adiice, unless I would assure him it was fer 
a respectable woman, so I thought It the shortest 
way to say it was for you ; but yoa need tidt be at 
tM afraid : be is a very honorable feHoijr,. I give 
you my word. I have known faim a long 'time 
intimately : he has promised not to ^mention it to 
eny living soul ; and you may tru^ him/ 

* Doeshe know mer' 

' No, not at all ; but ^he admirea yon ^^ery moch 
on toy i^BCtiption. What do you say, iGatty ?— 
Why don't you speak ? — ^Why aife you 'going tm 
cry — O! pray, pray speak.' 

* I have almost lost all power,' she replied, stfu]^ 
gling to free herself from her viei^ psiinful feelings. 
' I am hurt beyond all expi^ession. 1 am degt^aded 
below even my native humiliation. I have been, 
I '^ee, made tlie theme of discourse of two school- 
boys ; and for such a paltry purpose as the COQ*- 
trivaiice of ^a stratagem ; a deception !' 

* How can you call It paltry?' said the vfecoun^ 
^striving to appease her : * you must forgive 'me :— 
I am surfe any body would say I wasriglit^*if thqr 
did but -know-all the ^use.I hft^ to'be amciouil.; 
JPmy, forgive me.' . r. r . 

'" * I can 
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^I can see nothing, Lord Poi targis, that 15 enti- 
tied to forgiveness, but your inexperience: yet 
surely you ought to know better, even now ; and of 
this you may be assured — ^ 

* O ! assure me of nothini; but vour consent — 
I know what you are going to say by your looks : 
how strange it is that I should love you so, T\'heu 
I am afraid of every word you will say ! Do not 
call me Lord Portargis, and turn so coldly from 
me. Say you will do wliat I wish ; tliat you will, 
at least, think of it/ 

* Never while what you wish is dishonorable in 
joii and ungrateful in me* I will not give it a 
thought, but to detest it.' 

* Nay, I deny that it is dishonorable; it is what 
is done every day, by the most honorable people in 
cases of necessity ; tind I cannot say I see any 
harm in it, I protest ; and as to any ingratitude on 
your part, I am sure eveiy body who knows the 
scandalous manner in which you have been treated 
by ray mother, must acquit you/ 

* But what has your father done to justify me? 
has he not been as kind as possible?' 

* Aycj there! always my father. I do not 
think, Gatty, you would refuse my father as you 
do me, if he were to say what I have said/ 

* Base, base Lord Portargis ! — You will make 
me forget the respect due to you. I should, I 
hope, refuse any body w ho prompted me to wrong 
my benefactors. O ! how could I look them in the 
face after having trepanned their sour — And in 
thU instance / 

* Nay, 
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' Nay, nay; don't talk ao/ 

^ I kiaiil on being beard^ Portargis ; or I will^ 
efen if I disturb yonr father, quit you.' 

' Well, wcA I I will bear you; only do not ex« 
pact me to give up«' 

' As yon please: oaly be awam that I am aa 
firm as you can be^ in the reacrtntion I have taken.' 

* And what is that resolucionP 

' Never in my eaiiy years to do any thing that 
diall embitter m^ old age. I think I could bear 
any thing but; sel^tepmacb/ 

' Do yon not think you should reproach your- 
self sf yoQ did any thing that made me shoot my- 
self?' 

^ Certainly, if what I did was, in itaeli^ not fight ; 
bot if I bad aefisd to the beat of my judgment, I 
must lei^e Cbe event td Providence; and however 
I might grieve for any disastrous eonsaquences, I 
could net rqifoach myself. But in the present 
case^ I am not apprehensive. You have aiwaya 
bad good nature enough to bear with me ; and I 
am sore yoo witt, when you think oootty, eonsider 
your character, and be ccmvinoed tiiat in injuring 
k, you destroy your own happtnesa more com- 
pletely than by a submissbn to csrcomttaaces.' 

The innocent artifice of piquing the viscount, on 
the point of reputation, bad its eifect; and he 
Seemed deWrmined, by a patient hearing, to midia 
good her undertaking for bim. 

She began by referring, in a manner calculaled 
to rouse the most laudable of his feeliogs» to the 
habHs of thefar early friendship, their steaxiy 

f4^L. III. ¥ attachment, 
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attachment, their disinterestedness, and the unH 
form preference of each other s gratification to any 
selfish pleasure ; and she closed this part of her 
persuasive but simple eloquence, with something 
like an indignant regret that the twenty-first year 
of their age, now near its close, should find them 
less nleritorious in these generous sentiments than 
they had been in their childhood. The viscount 
interrupted her only by expressions of acquiescence 
and cobviction ; and she proceeded to own to him 
the substantial character of her regard for him, 
which she felt convinced, -and endeavored to con- 
vince him^ nothbg but his own choice of error couldf 
disturb. 

Promises the most unhesitating, and self^under^ 
taking the most confident, allowed her to pause be- 
fore she came to a subject she wished to ifiake him 
w^igh, and which her unsophisticated, her ever- 
present and never-fading sense of right, made her 
anxious to recommendi in the most conciliating 
inanner, to bis attention. 

She told him that his father's peace of mind was 
injured by the retrospect of those errors, which^it 
became neither his son, nor the dependent of his 
family, to comment on, but she conceived it a^duty 
of the highest importance in both of them, to con- 
tribute all hi their power to its restoration ; the first 
step, and that which must be immediately thought 
on, was the reconciliation of Lord and Lady Lux- 
more, which she hoped might be followed, if he 
should recover, by their living together on terms of 
decorum and good will. If he did not, it was still a 

' more 
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more sacred duty : the event must not be the test 
of their decision ; evefy effort must instantly be 
made to secure his comfort in quitting the world. 
If his life Was, as she hoped it might be, prolonged, 
it would render it more respectable and more con«- 
sonant to moral rectitude, to be at peace with his 
wife, who, whatever was the prejudice against her, 
or its foundation, had certainly, even by bis own 
account, rescued him from great difficulties by ac* 
cepting him. 

It was not very probable that a young man — anr 
age off years of discretion in mind, and who had 
never fancied half as much cause to esteem, or even 
to pity his father, as to hate and despise his mO' 
ther, should immediately, on the suggestion, feel a 
lively interest in the peace of mind, or the respec'* 
tability of the one or the other. 

His lordship had adopted that * quid pro quo 
system of commutative justice, which mskes the 
virtue of one contracting party, depend on that of 
the other. That his parents were ' no parents to . 
him,' was his expression, and, at the same time, bis 
reason why he was to be ' no son to them :^ be saw 
not that the intrinsic worth of every good deed is 
increased by the ftdlure of this world's paltry en-^ 
couragements ; that, if those with whom we are 
connected by the ties of humanity, fail in their 
performances, we add to our merits all those which 
they discard, or ti&at the filial duty, which b re- 
spected as strictly ju8^ when exercised towards 
an exemplary parent, becomes worthy the contem** 

K 2 plation 
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plation of angels, when less claimed. Could it» in- 
deed, be expected, that one who reasoned by a 
commcntarv of his own on the commandments, 
and who would not believe that observation of ex* 
prrience, which shews that, even now, length 
of days and signal prosperity accompany innu'^ 
merablc instances of duty to parents, should be 
persuaded by a tutor, whose advice he felt doomed 
to hear, that there results from the exercise of this 
duty, a peace, a comfort, whic!i the world canoot 
give? that in years of adult enjoyment, the recol- 
lection heightens every sense of the value of li- 
berty? and that the delight tasted in a summer- 
evening of exquisite beauty, on Windsors lovely 
terrace, has owed much to the soliloquy, * I feel 
that I have a right to the pleasure that surrounds 
nie : I have done my duty, to the best of my im- 
perfect powers, to my parents : I quitted them not, 
even for such a gratification as this ! — 1 oould, 
()\ zcould all but strive for this satisfaction I — may 
it ever be present witli tlie many who deserve it* f 

Mr. 

* Most grievous aro the shackles imposed on us by the de- 
licacy that must not be* iiitVir.i»t'd with regard to the l^xiiij- 
Frced from ilu^te, we wouhl, with delight, enufneretc a few 
ot' the many instances we could axlduca of ibc b]n;&ing of 
Ood on the virtue i%c hi ic reconiPiicnd. We would nut n> 
count gigantic I'eiils of \irturc : iIksc are comparatively citoy 
of |>erformancc, and v< ry co!j".i-,tcMit with ^ystemaric iinir.'> 
rality : but we woulil tell of Ijcutenant Colonel H— , 
ivhomjn our infancy, uo recollect at an exahiple of re*r^ 
iarijf aJWtitMaie dc|Hirtiiient lo a mother by no means ptfr 

licuUrly iutcrcbting ; of Mrs. P^ who, iu iho hig|i 

festivity 
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Mr. Sydenham had seen the necessity of supply-^ 
ing, in the young viscount's mind, the sad defici- 
ency which his ignorance of parental care had 
caused, nor had he left, in any instance, uncom- 
bated, the prejudices imbibed in the basement- 
story and equestrian appendages of the mansion of 
Luxmore ; but the perpetual counteraction, either 
of his mother's temper or his father's coiTespond- 
ence, and subsequently the liberal maxims of the 
abb^, undid aU he could do; and Lord Viscount 
Portargis was turned loose on the world, as little 
encumbered as even he could wish, with the pre- 
possessions and weakness of domestic association ; 
in short, excepting Gatty Aubrey, and a New- 
foundland dog, lately taken into high favor, it 
might be questioned, whether there was any thing 
in the world that be could be said to love, though 
perhaps he had beep a Inr gepj^ofessor on the con* 
tinent 

The negative indocility of a mind, thus formed 
by nature or ruined by neglect, had been turned into 

■ 

festivity of youthful pleasure, never reUxed the solicitous 
attention due to a parent's infirmity — of uur proved friend 
Charlotte, who, with the keenest enjoyment of the world's 
pleasures, finds the greatest gratification In renouncing all 
for a mother who certainly does not Jlatter her-*-and of the 
friend of our cradle the * — ^ of- -, who graced his halU 
room with his homely parents, and led ra^k and royalty up 
to pay respect to his iather and mother. 

In every inbtancc, where situation is decided with regard 
to ilioso persons, tlic?e ir,onis of society! their success in this 
uoiid — paltry iis h the c(»n:sdcration ! — must be adduced as 
in fuYor of their p rue lice. 

spontaneous 



\ 
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spontaneous elation and stiff perseverance by tbe 
counsels of tbe valuable friend whose opinion he 
had quoted to Gertrude as sanctiomng his propo- 
sal, and who was much more at home in the epics 
of Bond-street and the * Anthologia' of Hyde Park, 
than in the ^ Integer Vit8&* of Horace : they bad 
met in the recent visit at Lord 's, and had re- 
newed the intimacy that had commenced at Abb6 
Bonfront's; and having bestowed some pains in re- 
cotiimending himself to the good opinion of the 
earl, and tbe friendship of his son, the young man 
had become a soporific to the uneasiness of the 
former, and a stimulus to the irritability of tbe 
other. He had heard the father's complaints of the 
son's prominent qualities, and had persuaded him 
tliat they were the chagrins of every day of every 
human creature's existence; he had listened to the 
son's fretful sensations of galling dependence, and 
had excited him, not to ^ end them, by opposing' 
openly, but by a dexterous pursuance of his own in- 
clination. 

From the one and the other, he had learnt nearly 
all they had to tell ; and as he was himself the na* 
tural son of a retail-dealer in politics, who kept him, 
at twenty-four years of age, in tutelage, whose abi- 
lity to leave him any thing must depend on changes 
of administration, and whose will to do it was still 
more dubious, be took care to nurse the new-form- 
ed friendship, and looked forward with hope and 
confidence to the time when ^ that fine fellow,' his 
friend Portargisi should have a seat in tlie upper 
house from his father, and ai^ ample fortune from 

his 



THE C0UKtl:S8 AND G£RTRUDS. 135 

bis motter, and consequently a borough in the 
lower house, and a few thousands in his purse, 
wherewith to repay the eminent services, and lead- 
ing advice of his friend Sylvanus Reynardson. 

As it appeared to this young man that nothing 
of his awn interest was risked by encouraging Lord 
Poitargis to think, as he called it, ' rationally and 
without prejudice' of the conduct of his parents — 
who were, as this enlightened guardian said^ even 
had they been the best parents in the world, ' en* 
titled to nothing beyond perfect strangers ;' he was 
not backward in his philosophic endeavors to 
keep alive that separating flame which the na- 
tural good humor of Pertargis, and the induU 
gent temper of the earl might have extinguish- 
ed; and, as Jealousy was a very Useful fan, he 
with it nursed that other flame which he per* 
ceived, the virtues, the endowments, and the 
hardships of ^ one Gertrude Aubrey,' a Dulcinea 
del Toboso, he doubted not, of the young man's 
imagination — had seated in the bosom of the vb- 
count. It was not, indeed, his decided intention 
to lead the son into disobedience to his father: he 
knew too well how the affairs of the house of Lux- 
more were circumstanced; and he stood ready, at 
this moment, to accelerate or bar the private mar- 
riage of his rash disciple and unconscious tool. 
Should the earl's case, of which he had a daily re^ 
port, become really desperate, he meant to advise 
and go through with the ' Clandestine Marri^e,' 
ill which his perfect and professed knowledge of wo- 
Uien told him ^his said Gertrude Aubrey must in- 
stantly 
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fltantly coociiri as the very best service by 
he could bind the neve earl to his ioteresta. But 
should the father's recovery become to any satisfac- 
tory degree certain, he designed by commuaicatiiig 
the son's intentions in time, to pneveot tbem and 
eiipose the parties, as a medium by which to attach 
to himself the elder parts of the fiimily. 

Knowing nothing of Gertrude but from the rhap* 
sodies of Portargis, and therefore conduding that 
she resembled the girls of his acquaintance, he 
would have, fell no compunction in occasioning any 
evil of which she might be the victim : he was readyt 
in the oqe case to compliment his friend on the dis* 
cemment of his heart, and to console the misgiv- 
ings of inferior worth which he supposed she must 
feel in the approach of her elevation, or to ridicule 
the degrading choice and crush the conceited pre- 
sumption. 

If it be proverbially discreet to have two strings 
to one bow, surely the conduct of this child of fore* 
siglit was eminently commendable; and nothing 
Mras wanting, but that Gertrude should have been 
dazzled by the honors and advantages which floated 
before her, to have confirmed Mr. Sylvanus Rey- 
nardson in his own high ideas of his consummate 
^ knowledge of life' — a science not at all dependent 
Oil the enlai^ed, the experienced, the deduced study 
of human nature. 

No allowance was made in his calculations, for 
the possibility that the she-puppet be meant to 
play, might not fit his wires: he had adapted them 
to what indeed he supposed the every-day make of 

she- 
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sbe^puppets: be had painted her to himself, *.vithout 
any difficulty; for though the indistinct un«outHned 
glare of Portargis's description, precluded allaccu*' 
racyoftracing,yethecouldinfer,from common-place 
admiration, that she was a common- place being ; a nd 
she stood before his imagination, as tall, slender, 
accomplished, attitudinized^ with strong contrasts 
of countenance and complexion, and, on the whole, 
as * a very nice girl indeed :' — her mind, he sup- 
posed, formed on books and fashions, therefore 
* sentimental and refined:' — he could have ventured, 
from his previous acquaintance with' ' a large lot* 
of fortLne-making ladies, to describe even the li- 
brary on which she had been tutored into so charm- 
ing a creature as Portargis described her; and, 
thbugh he had- heard him with * grains of allow- 
ance' on the subject of her attainments, he did not 
doubt that she might have learnt French verbs with 
great celerity, that she could recite Collins's * Ode 
on the Passions,' that she read Metastasio, played 
the harp, sung *Son regina,' and danced reels: she 
might likewise draw Madonnas, and take sketrLes ; 
but of plain sense, an active mind, native princi- 
ples of rectitude supported by religion, t'Jjinity of 
. morals, and such primitive endowments, made 
adaptable to the world by the cultivation of intel- 
lect, Mr. Sylvahus Rcynardson knew as little as if 
he had conversed, ail bis. lile, witii the chamber- 
maids of a hotel. 

Could Gertrude's ignorance have been made to 
conceive her own profound interiority, lio.v tn'ist 
she have deprecated all'possibijty ci an iiiiuiJic- 
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tion to this censor ! how dreaded would have been 
the moment which should put, it in his power to in* 
form his friend that the object of his passion was 
not * accomplished/ not ' elegant,' not ^ rehncd f 
In vain would it have been urged that she pos- 
sessed gold wbcre others boasted only gilding — 
that she had been fed u ith the wholesome nutri* 
mcnt of a rich soil, instead oibrodo lungo purchased 
at the soup -shops of juvenile literat»!re — that she 
had by Iu:art the commaudnient ' Thou shalt not 
covet,' and the precept which forbade her to da 
tliat which she should reluctantly sutiVr. It would 
have been no apology for tlie want of a disposition 
to be duped, had she proved ever so clearly that 
nothing in itself wrong could be right — that all so- 
phistry was lying of some shade or other, or that 
* sinful paths to sure destruction, lead.' Nothing 
could have excused the shocking confidence of de* 
ciding for herself as to what was fit or right for ker; 
nor could she have re-instated herself in the favor 
of one so situated and so enlightened, had lie once 
heard her, as she was, poor girl ! too apt to do, stop 
encomiums on vice, or severity against folly, by 
hinting that to praise vice was vicious, and to cen- 
sure folly foolish. 

But such was her mind, and such were its feel- 
ings ; and it was, therefore, with a judgment tho- 
roughly unclouded, that she refused all acquies- 
cence in Lord Portargis s private plan. 

Perhaps this integrity, and the firmness with 
which it was supported, might have broken off the 
conversation, if not 4;he friendship of the parties, 

bud 
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had not her view of making the viscount^s opinion; 
of her, serviceable to the liEunily-interests, rendered 
her captious of giving him offence. She represented 
the respectable ascendancy which the exercise, 
and, still more, the success of any good offices be- 
tween his parents, would give him in their estima* 
tioni and how little probable it was that, if they 
fell indebted to him for improved comfort, they 
should thwart him in any thing on which his really 
depended 

The phosphoric imagination of the young man 
seized the idea with avidity, and he considered 
himself as only sent by another, though rather a 
nK)re circuitous road, to the temple of happiness. — 
The way was better, he could not but confess ; and 
as he was too hasty and too much dazzled to see 
hill or dale, quags or quicksands in his path, he 
fancied his father and mother already transformed 
into friends, and himself enjoying the honor of 
the reconciliation! and the indulgence of all his 
wishes. 

He might now, he thought, look forward, not 
only to the easy possession of Gatty, but of * six 
gi^eys,' equal in all the attributes of horse-flesh, to 
those with which Sir Philip Lorimer, the contempt 
of the proud, but the envy of the vain, had. asU^ 
nished the world : he had some notion likewise of 
buyin<; a Titian, which he had been assured would 
establish for ever, the fame of any nobleman who 
should purchase it of the importer, and who could 
build a gallery, one end of whicli it might occupy. 

But 
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But as she would not heaf of the greys, and xns 
80 wicked as to laugh at the notion of building a 
gallery for the Titian, he was obliged, what- 
soever were his ardent hopes, to keep them to him- 
self. 

On one point she, without hesitation, gave him 
every satisfaction in her ppu er : she assured him be 
had nothing to fear, even if his fhtlicr lived and bts 
mother should, as was not very likely, be soon taken 
from them. She was, in her own mind, persuaded 
that the earl felt for her only the kindness of a pa- 
rent who would have been pleased with a daugh- 
ter, and the tenderness of a well-bred man towards 
a helpless destitute girl, whose humble situation 
dispensed with the observances of ceremony. Htt* 
heart, she confessed, would never suffer her to he 
or to appear ungrateful ; but time would prove that 
any suspicion that he had hinted, was equally inju- 
rious to his father and to her. 

Having brought her impatient auditor to concur 
in her opinion, or at least, to believe what she so 
' solemnly asserted, she ventured to urge the press- 
ing necessity of immediately acting on the plan of 
reconciliation : she was scarcely more aware of it 
than he ; or at least, as all that Lord Portargis 
undertook must be done with rapidity, or it would 
never be attempted, he appeared as much impelled 
as. herself The cnly difference between them in 
their impulses, was that Gertrude was inclined to 
run because the business required it, the viscount 
because he could never stop. Of the two heads, 

her'^ 
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licr'9 WM ratber the least at a k)da in the means to 
be devised ; aad she proposed tbat» before she set 
off for to^Qy she should see Lord Loxmore, and 
discover what his dispositigiv was on this subject. 
She hoped to bring him to wish to see the countess, 
in which case she thought she could prevail on her 
to return with her in the evening and to wait the 
event of her husband's misfortune; and to this simple 
beginning) the viscount, who could much more rea- 
dily have detailed the plan of Scottish flight than 
contrived that of bringing his mother from London 
to Richmond, acceded, having, as he confest, 
* nothing better to propose.' 

This treaty for the union of forces, which at 
present wore the aspect of leaving all the la- 
bor to one of the parties, was scarcely con- 
cluded when the earl waked : his sleep had been 
so profound as to leave no doubt that it was 
procured by narcotics. Portargis had, by Ger- 
trude's earnest desire, been many times ^ look 
at him, and she, desirous that tl)ose about him 
should liave nothing to suppose, had been equally 
vigilant: the door between tlie rooms had been 
left a few' inches open; and it Imd required a 
most fatiguing exertion on her part, and all her 
control over Portargis, to conduct their dia- 
logue on a subject so interesting, under the 
sibillations of a whisper. I'hat her hearer 
would shut the door, or disturb his father, 
was a fear that added to her embarrassment: 
but she knew what was due to herself, and she 
had, somewhere or other, picked up a notion, 

perhaps 
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perhaps from the unbowing ethics of Mrs. Atme 
BrittoD, that though innocent persons may be 
pitiably rendered objects of calumny or suspicion, 
it does not ordinarily occur 'where prudence has 
been fairly employed. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER LIIl. 



A pcnetering girl. 



TiiE State of Lord Luxmore's mind and ncrfcsi 
proved the compulsion under which be had slept : 
she heard him impetuously command her attend- 
ance and add to his message the alarming infer- 
mation, that he Mras dying, and would have no one 
present with him but her. . Portargis ran out at 
the opposite door, beckoning the valet ; the nurse 
trept away ;. and Gertrude had no choice but to 
go .forward, or desert her duty. ' . 

. . Harassed by fatigue, and by the rapidity with 
which she had been snatched from one set of 
feelings to another, she felt her animal spirits for 
a moment give way under the exertion she was 
called to : the could only raise her hands and eyes, 
where httnds and eyes are never raised in vain, , 
and then kneeling down and hiding her face, she 
was able to check the gush that would, by betray- 
ing her fears, have disturbed him who, in. the 
greatest degree, caused them. 

He begged her to sit by him, and to forgive t\^ 
(rouble and the pain he gave, her : not aware that, 
be ba4 slept, he told her her absence, so iisur /rom 

tending 
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tending to his repose, had disturbed him, and that 
he was now indeed convinced that he had not 
many hours to live. 

* It nmy be laudanum,^ thought she : ^ I re- 
member the misery it once occasioned me — I 
hope it is so — but should I be mistaken! — for 
what do 1 know of signs of death? I had better 
give way to liis idea.* 

The carl paused, as if purposely to be contra- 
dicted : but she only interposed a gentle exbof* 
tation to submission. 

^ What tlien ? you give me up ! — then I ttuisl 
die.*- Well \ perhaps it is as welt ! I shall be oat 
of every body's way: Tm afraid Portargis wiriwf 
me goue-«-'tis hard from one's own fon; fmd 
yet—' 

This painfiil suspicion she oould safelj try to 
remove ; she assured him be was unfort, tfld 
iDentioned a plan for his comfort, wbkii hb ton 
and ihe bad been afran^ng. 

'What; what is it?* 

* Your seeing poor Lady Luxmore/ 

* Nay then, I am sure ht thinks I aball dicL% 
' He can form no opinion.' 

* Well ! what is your s, my Gatty ?* 

* I am no more able to judge than Lord Por^. 
targis: but I sbould bope your lordship is dot 
in momentary danger ; — hi all situations, weotfghl 
t9 be prefiared for the worst.* 

* Then you think there i$ a chance.* 

* Certainly, there most be more than b ekMci 

for 
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for those who are in tlie hands of a kind Provi«- 
dence. 

* That is very amiably said, my child ; but I 
fear 1 have little to do with that ; I have thought 
so Very little on Providence, that I cannot expect 
Providence to think much on me.' 

* But surely we should, when we have leisure, 
and are, not only freed from the bustle of the world, 
but compelled to suffer the evils of life; — surely 
then, my lord, is the time to think on Providence. 
Providertce does not give us up, when we- give 
ourselves up.' 

* Very true — but I think I feel better again ; 
. and I would rather think on something to cheer me.* 

* Gertrude, accustomed in her early years, and 
in the innocent superstition of unguided piety, to 
mention in her infant prayers, all the trifles she 
felt connected with her little comfort, — who, if 
Portargis had a cough, had prayed that he might 
not ^ have a pain in his left side, and,' as his 
mother predicted, * go into a consumption, and 
be sent too late to the Hot-wells;' — who, if she 
could not remember what she got by heart, prayed 
that she might have such a memory j^iven her, as 

Mr. had been said to possess, \\ Ik), she 

was told, could remember down to a deuce at 
whist; — Gertrude, who, in one instance, when 
accused of purloining two lottery-tickets, the pro- 
perty of her patroness, had, in her evening orisons, 
supplicated that numbers 647 and 1408 might be 
forth-coming nf^xt day ; ■■ Gertrude thus early 
pious and dependent, even now, when she had 

VOL. III. L learned, 
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learned, long since, to bound her specifications by 
the divine prototype vouchsafed us, had no idea 
that it was possible to seek any thing more cheat- 
ing than the comforts of religion. She feared she 
ivas wrong in speaking coolly to such apathy ; yet 
unwilling to risk wounding one so severely afflicted, 
»he replied only, ' 1 must leave you, my lord, if 
you talk so.'. 

* Why?' asked the earl, at a loss, to see the 
fault for which the punishment w as threatened. 

' liecHuse,' slie replied, * I can think nothing 
so chcaring in sickness, or distress of any kind, ^ 
the being allowed to pray to our Maker.' 

* Ah, ah; it may suit you; — I fancy you are 
low-spirited.' 

' It may suit me peculiarly,' she replied, ^ be- 
cause in my natural state of dependence, I have 
nothing else to rely on ; but yet 1 should suppose, 
as we are all in some measure dependent, the 
liberty of being allowed to ask for what we want, 
end the hope of receiving it, must be universally 
a comfort' 
X * And do you really find it a comfort?' 

' O ! my lord, how should I have borne, even 
the small i;hare of misfortune that has been my 
lot, without it? Ought I not to ascribe it to 
the good Provitlence of God, tl)at I am not a 
beggar ?' 

* 'IVue : but Lady Luxniore would always take 
• care of that; besides, you wore not old enough, 

when slic took you, to pray against that.' 

*Ah/ 
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* Ah ! my lord, you must, I fear, have felt 
Mhat I have felt; — you must feel disgraced, poor, 
destitute ; — you must be an indigent unprotected 
girl, to know wimt it is to have One Being in the* 
universe to resort to, and that -One, the wisest 
and the best, who ' never slumbers, never sleeps;' 
' whose eyes are over all his works,' and who has 
told us, that we are of more value than those crea- 
tures who yet share liis Almighty protection/ 

* I wish, my child, I had been taught so/ 

* I was never taught^ my lord ; I was told that 
there was a Being who made, and who governs the 
world, and that, as he would give us what we need- 
ed, we were to pray to him/ 

* But how could you learn to frame your mind 
to pray to him ?' 

' How did I learn to eat when hungry, or to 
sleep when weary ? or to clamor for what I wanted 
as a child ? Surely the voice of intreaty is the 
voice of nature ! and when we are made to suffer, • 
it cannot be necessary to be taughty to ask for an 
abatement of our sufferings/ 

* True: there is reason in what you say; but 
when one has been out of the habit of it, or rather 
never in it, it must be very hard to learn.' 

' Is it at all difficult, my lord, let me ask, for you 
to beg me, as you condescend to do, to comfort 
you ? — Did you find it at all repugnant to yovir 
feelings, when you were thrown from your horse, 
to beg some one to release you from bis power of 
kicking you to death ?' 

L 2 ' No, 
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' No, no ; — but the cases do not apply. — Wiiat 
right have I to abk for relief? — where — O ! I can-' 
not think of it — I wish I had souicttiing to chear 
nae. — I wonder when the medical men will be here 
again. ' 

Gertrude felt that she must not give way. * I 
understand/ said she, ' my lord, what you mean ; 
and certainly I should hope you feel tliat wiiich 
should encourage, insteail of dejecting you. I 
remember a sermon 1 read some time ago to Mr. 
Sterling which stated Uie coudition of such per- 
sons as had unhappily lived long negligent of the 
practice of religious duties, as. much more favor- 
able to a sincere and heurty reformation, tlian that 
of those who had never omitted the external forms, 
but who yet had been insensible to all beyond 
tliem ; and a good comparison, as it appeared to 
nie^ concluded tlie argument It was asked, wiiich 
of two persons, both being in ill licalth, we should 
think the more likely to recover by medicine, tlie 
man who had, by an irregular use of drujics> 
rendered his constitution dead to their effects, or 
tiie man who having, till now, refused medicme, 
was convinced x)f liis absurd obstinacy, and re* 
sorting to it, left it to act in full foice on tlie di^ 
eiLse it had to combat' 

* There is good sense in the comparison, I caa 
see ; and it is consoling to such unfortunate beings 
as myself; for I have never taken much inediciod 
of any kind ; and they may now give me as much 
as they will: — I fear 1 need it' 

Gertrude 
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Gertrude was at a fault : she saw the misap- 
plication, but she dared not correct it: — she 
paused, not knowinir how again to open the subject. 
— His lordship relieved her by saying, *.Well, dear 
Gertrude, advise me, and I will do what I can/ 

* In what way, my lord, can I advise you ?' 

* Why, as to what I ouglit to do, and to think, 
1 suppose.' 

* Had you not better see some person of more 
experience and authority? — Mr. Sydenham.' 

* () ! now then, I am sure I vmst die ! — You 
have signed my death warrant— You give me over 
now, I am convinced.' 

* No indeed, I do not ; it would be most cruel 
and most ignorant presumption in me. Perhaps 
it is taking too much on rtie, even to say what I 
wish.' 

* No, tell me, tell me ; I will hear it.' 

' I am, I confess, very anxious, that your lord-^ 
ship should thiiik seriously, because I am sure 
then you will act uprightly. I wish I could per- 
suade — ^ 

' Tell me what you wish, and I will do it.' 
^ You are very good. — May I speak ?' 

* Freely : tlie more freely, the more I shall love 
you: nobody hears you: I will give you any 
promise, or enter into any engagement, if you 
tl)ink it likely I should live. — I am sure nothing 
could make me so happy.' 

It was of no importance that the parties per- 
fectly misunderstood earfi other at this instant. 
JIi3 Jordsbip thought she was going to ask for the 
" . reversion 
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reversion of the title of countess ; and ste thought, 
he was promising to put in hi^ claim for that of a 
Christian. On this mistake she founded her re- 
ply ; * I will then tell \'ju what, in your lordship's 
place, 1 should do.' ' Do so.' 

* I should first recommeml myself seriously to 
Heaven, bcg^i^ing fervently to have my mind put 
into a proper disposition for the event of life or 
death/ ' I will.' 

* You said, I think, my lord, you had arranged 

all matters of business.' ' Yes; I have left 

you three tfjousand pounds, I wish it were more: 
but Lady Luxmore's money is so tied up ' 

* O ! do net talk of money or mc. I only wtsheJ 
to know your mind was freed from all this disturb- 
ing care.' * Well then! it is all d^ne.' 

* The next thing I should do, would be to send 
to Lady Luxmore, requesting to see her/ 

* No, no — never, never; — that woman would, 
at such a time as this, drive me to despair. I see 
now for what 1 sacrificed every power of doing 
well. What comfort is she to me ? and for what 
did I do it? what can her money do now for me?' 

* But still, my lord, indeed you should sec her.' 

* No, no, no: — it is not necessary. — Do not dis- 
turb me, for God's sake, with tliit woman just 
now ; let mc, if I am to go out of tiie world, go in 
peace: the very thought of her, heightens my 
fever. Li the hope of mending your situation, 
I meant to have paid her what little attention I 
could; but qow, that is all over — pray, pray, 
never name her/ 

* I am 
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^ * I am persuaded/ said Gertrude, ' that it 1ms 
been the interest or the amusement of some one 
to widen the breach between you and Lady Lux- 
more ; and 1 have heard it remarked, that where- 
ever families disagree, they put themselves in the. 
power of all tliose who would profit by their dis- 
agreement.' 

* I believe you are very right; but I never 
thought of this before/ 

* Lady Luxmore, I dare say, my lord, has been 
represented to you very unfavourably; I think you 
would now find her very much altered ; and after' 
all, whatiias mere foible to do at such a time as 
this? She maj have been often wrong; and her 
want of spirits may have affected her temper ; but, 
I am sure, she has always spoken of your lord- * 
ship in terms that shewed her sense of your dis- 
tinctions and personal advantages/ 

If vanity is a vegetable, it must bear, as one of 
its essential characteristics, the epithet of * san^ 
pervirens; for even Lord Luxmore, wounded in 
body and mind, bruised from head to foot, unable- 
to turn in his bed, and doubting whether he could* 
exist through the day, felt a flush of self-compla- 
cency glide over his cheek, when Cicrtrude, by^ 
implication, paid a compliment to what he had been 
twenty years before :— he pressed the finger he had 
hooked with his, and besought her to go on, as he 
was, he said, ^ charmed with all she said/ 

She returned tp the charge, and again named 

the interview with the countess, as the first step. 

^3 towards 
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towards peace and comfort; but not eren tbo^ 
recent compHment could sweeten the prescription ; 
and though he ceased to speak of the countess 
very harshly, he' was firm in his refusal : he de* 
scribed her as destitute of feeling ; some ii>8tances 
be detailed; some he hinted at; one he attempted, 
but his voice became choked; all he reprobated; 
and it was impossible to bend him. When, mean* 
ing to extenuate, Gertrude pleaded the \Tant of 
good education, he asked her what she herself 
. had had : when she named the intoxicating effects 
of riches and rank, he askod whether, if put in 
possession of both, she should think them an excuse 
for being cruel. Nothing succeeded, or appeared 
liHely to succeed, till, giving up the matter, she 
sighed and said, ^ If Portargis is ri^ht in his per- 
suasion, she cantx)t live long to displease any one.' 

* How so?' asked his4ordship, almost rbing in 
bis bed. 

* She certainly is in very bad health.' 

* Is she indeed f^^ Are you sure of it? — But, 
I suppose her bad health is the consequence of 
her parsimony ; she starves herself and all of you, 
I dare say : I hear her whole soul is set upon 
money. — Well! it will be all the better for her 
son : 1 wish it would be so for you, Gertrude : 
but never flatter yourself, she will not leave yoa 
a sixpence, depend on it. But perhaps you think 
my visit to yoa, when I took you to Luxmore^ 
looked like a wish to be on terms ; it had nothing 
to do with it, I assure you : many times, indeed, 
jjfLf^ I resolved and sat dowa to write to Lady 

Luxmore 
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Luxmore in hopes of hearing of you, but it was 
always a bitter pill/ 

* Obliged, as I am, by your concern,, my lord, 
I cannot but wish another motive had prompt 
you. It IS impossible for me to be indiffereot 
about Lady Luxmore, when 1 consider what I 
must have been, without her. My lamented friend, 
Mr. Sterling, was very good to me : his employ* 
ing me and informing me, have been my edu- 
cation ; and I own it makes me very anxious when 
I atn forced to see how Lady Luxmore breaks. 
I know her apothecary has told her maid that 
she cannot live two years; but, to her, he talks 
as if she were to outlive the whole wbrld^ which- 
seems to me a very cruel deception/ 

* She would not endure being talked to other- 
wise: she always liked the grossest flattery: I 
wish I had never tried it. But do you really think 
she is in very ill health? how does it appear?' 

* She grows thin ; slie has a bad cough ; she 
has no appetite ; her strength decreases ; and she 
complains she cannot sleep >Hshe seems vei^ un- 
happy.' 

* What can make her unhappy ?' 

' Probably the living in a state of sepamtioa 
from your lordship/ 

* No^ no ; that carmot be the cause. The wo- 
man who laments such a separation must have 
a heart, which, 1 am convinced^ that woman never 
had. I see no good that can result from oor 

meeting/ 

^ lam 
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' I am sorry you do not. — Poor Portargis will 
be now quite miserable.' 

* Why, I am sure he cannot wish it;— does her' 

* He is of my opinion, indeed, my lord.' 

* That is very strann;c. — Yet I can account for 
it— he sees you wish it. 1 would rather it were 
not urged on me just now; for I really feci 
very ill.' 

* I will not say a word more, my lord. — -Can 
I do any thing for your lordship, before I set off 
for town? Lord Portargis has offered to drive 
me; and Lady Luxmore will be anxious till I 
come. 

* Why, you are not going !' 

* What can I do } — 1 cannot leave Lady Lux- 
more.' 

* You will come back again,' 

* Excuse me, my lord. — I cannot. — I could 
be useful to you, were Lady Luxmore here, with- 
out being uneasy about her: but I am snre, if 
you had a daughter, you would not approve of 
her leaving her home and her best trit rul, to at- 
tend upon one of the family, who wo»ild not see 
the rest; and fo appear to take'part against I^ady 
Luxmore, would subject me to a great deal of 
censure.' 

* Why need you care for censure ? — you know 
you cannot deserve it.' 

* A poor excuse for risking it I should be 
wretched, even with every support from internal 
consciousness, were I to expose myself to censure. 

The 
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The more cautious we have been, the more cau- 
tious we ought to be. Those who live at random 
may do as they please ; but Christianity pledges 
us to avoid every thing that can bring it into dis- 
rcj^ute. I dare not offend the world.' 

' I cannot understand your argument. In my 
opinion, the great use of a good character is tlie 
liberty it allows us.' 

* Far from it, I think ; and beside, I cannot 
boast a good character ; it is enough for me if I 
have none at present ; but surely if we have pro- 
ceeded a little way, ever so little, in doing right, 
it is of more importance to us to keep our footing^ 
than it can be to those who have never attempted 
it. * 

* This is over-refining, in my opinion. I should 
rainier say that we might more salely deviate, if we 
are sure of getting back again.' 

* If we arc ; but which of us can say this? But 
we are departing from our subject I speak of the 
obligation on us to avoid, x0i only evil but the ap- 
pearance of it ; and, indeed, one feel^ a natural 
jealousy on the subject: a jealousy that, on lower 
points, even the praise of the world will excite. 
Women who have been commended for neatness 
of dress, would not be seen with a spot on their 
clothes.' 

' You are an amiable reasoner, my chilli, but I 
hope you will not have the cruelty to leave me : I 
shall die, inevitably, if you do.' 

* I hope not ; for I really cannot return, unless 

you consent at least to see Lady Luxmore.' 

* Well 
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* Well then, let her come, if she will ; but pray 
give her full liberty to do as she likes. I would 
not have her constrained, on any account. But 
this concession I make for your sake, and on 
condition that you do not quit me. Portargis can 
go to her, or you can write.' 

With this permission, and in the persuasion that 
the earl was in no immediate danger of dying, she 
sought Lord Portargis, but he had not inclination 
enough for the embassy offered him, to promise 
any exertion of his negociating abilities : he shrug- 
ged up his shoulders, and complin^ented her by say- 
ing, she could write by a servant, much more to 
the purpose than he could speak.' 

As it was of importance to send off the messen- 
ger before his master could change his mind, she 
requested the groom to saddle his horse, and, in 
the mean time, wrote to the countess, saying that 
his lordship had had a restless night, and commis- 
sioned her to ask the favor of her coming to Rich- 
mond. On her own private opinion, she hoped he 
was not worse, and submitted to her ladyship the 
propriety of bringing with her what she might 
want, in case she should be detained till the eaiTs 
recovery. She took the liberty of reminding her 
that she herself had no change of clothes, and 
begged she would order the servants to put together 
a few for her. 

Having performed this part of her duty, she 
must have returned to her anxious post, had not 
tlie surgeons arrived. During tlieir stay, she 

breakfasted ; 
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'eakfasted ; and before she had finished that and 
tete-d'tetCf for which the viscount lay in wait, 
le had the satisfaction of hearing that the earl, it 
as hoped, would do well, if he would consent to 
i quiet. For this purpose, they positively forbade 
ly one but the nurse to enter the room for some 
>urs, and, with nearly as much decision, and some* 
hat more of kind interest, they ^ ordered Miss 
ubrey to bed ; but she felt that cold water and 
16 open air would be far better restoratives. In 
lis, Portargis concurred, and offered to accom- 
emy her to take the air, when she bad performed 
3r ablutions. 



CHAP* 
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CHAP. LIV. 



huvtl }tlea$uic$. Translafurs. Facfn* The thirst uf unvilhug 
ignoiaiicc NariuVi iuAib nfjtmalt'educutio/i, Ii'a6tt of ttmc 
OH (lead languages at puf'iic schoo/s. A (juickcr f/ttfiud 
Cntidsm.^ of women on the arts, Cfaaics ' in U6um Pfin- 
ciffisscc.' Men our he^t teachers. A djccetused litvrani cha- 
racter. FormntioM of a taste. An angler on the 'J hames, 
Anttdute of Ihonuon, A polite note. 



In the calm chearfulness, the almost poetic influ- 
ence of the bahny zephrys on the Thames, Ger- 
trude forgot all she had sufibred. A breeze tem- 
pered the warmth of the season : slie descended 
from tlie garden, and standing on the margin of 
tlie river, another step carried her into a boat, 
uliich Portargis had prepared for her, and which 
he rowed through the bridge, in quest of tlie most 
beautiful sp:;t of the landscape, if the most beau- 
tiful could be found, where all seemed equally 
lovely. She returned, almost oppressed w ith de- 
li;i;ht, and had the pleasure of hearing that the 
curl had had some natural sleep ; that when he 
w aked he had enquired for her, but on hearing she 
would attend him as soon as she w as permitted, 
l>e had expressed himself satisfied. 

She was at no loss to pass the day. To those 
MJjo know little of liberty or enjoyment, even the 

pause 
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pause of annoyance is positive happiness ; and in 
Sitting witli Portargis in a boat, watching the turn 
ottide, or in contemplating the busy scenes of a 
river, whose banks gave to the eye the reality of 
that which she had read in description, she was in- 
cessantly amused. Nature Had sown in her mind the 
seeds of taste ; and the scarceness of opportunity 
and the stimulations she had met, in her short and 
almost dream-like intercourse with the family of 
Mr. Sydenham, rendered her doubly alive to all 
the means of improving it She had, in the time 
since her visit to them, done all in her power to 
add to the very little she seemed to herself to 
know, and was now arrived at that stage of litera* 
ture, wlien not from vanity, but want, not from in- 
quisitiveness, but laudable curiosity, she lamented 
the not being able to read in the original, those clas* 
^ic authors whose works, she knew, were copied, if 
not translated, in much of what she had r,ead *. 

She 

♦ We enter most cordially into the misery of all our fel- 
low, creatures doomed to gues5 ut what an author has written, 
by translation. The best cannot be perfect ; the worst are 
in some cases worse than none. Klopstock's * Messiah' has 
been disgraced, and most dishonestly, by snch a translation 
as neither want nor ignorance can excuse. Mrs. L<*nox was 
Itarning French when she began to translate for publication : 
in one o{ her works Us enf'ans perclus are presented to us as Mc 
Jost children. Fairfax's Tasso, so celebrated, giv*s, in ihu 
outset, an angel's humid, instead <;f well poised pinions. Wc 
could quote to a great length; but we will rather record ii 
fact received from one who never deviate<l from truth, and 
which shews a double danger m traiislalion. luau old \er>ioi4 

ui 
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iSbe had not forgotten nor neglected Mr« Syden* 
luun's advice, but what she had been able to do for 
lierself^ fell far short of her wislies. None but 
SeUow-sufferers with lier, can tell what it is to meet 
with something explained in an unintelligible lan- 
guage, or to be just aware tliat there is a sense 
iinattaiiiable to' us. locked up in three lines of 
Horace or of Virgil ; — lines fraught with elo- 
quence ! — lines tlwlt will not speak ! — lines that, to 
the untaught eye, present only the arbitrary ar« 
rmngement of the alphabet ! 

With her mind in this state, and !;cr feelings set 
to their keenest edge by novel delight, she was al* 
most angry at hearing Portargis, who enjoyed 
her pleasures by reflection, if not in their 
source, and who had not yet succeeded in forjjet- 
ttng the re-iteration to w hich Mr. Sydenham had 
doomed his infant ears, repeat, as he played n ith 
the oar, and dashed his companion, those lovely 
lines from the Georgics, * Rura mihi et rigui,' &c. 
She intreated him to translate them; she persuaded 

•f the ^neid the words Conticuere omnes hud been renilercd, 
•They tchutcd all,' i.e. ihey were silent; a typographical 
misunderstanding altered it to ' They vhUiied aW.' 

If any reader wishes for more amusement of this sort, it 
may he found abundantly in DMsraeli^ * Curiosities of Li- 
terature :* An instance which he gives of Lord Bu I inu brokers 
explaining a passage in Virgil, as referring to one in Sallust^ 
Livy^ or Tacitus, reminds us of the communication of a 
classical friend, who started, in his earljr btudies, at finding 
ike exclamation ' Herein/ used in the ' Amphitryon* tif Plau* 
tot. Vfe fthould afiront our readers by explaining the a6-> 
sardity. 

him 
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him to repeat them again and again : he was asto- 
liished that what he had recollected by chance, and 
from the association of ideas, should seem to any 
one, so valuable. His good nature \f as gratified : ' 
he took her from the water's edge into the village ; 
he purchased for her a Virgil and a Horace — the 
best he could prdqure ; and what was, in the pre- 
sent local situation and stage of the incipient bu- 
siness, still more valuable, as containing the key 
of these treasures, a grammar, and a dictionary : 
ivith these, they returned to the boat ; and there 
Gertrude received her first lesson in the Latin 
classics — her .companion enlivening her toil by 
translating passages which caught his eye, and en- 
couraging her by his astonishment, that a girl 
should know any thing of tlie cases of nouns or 
the tenses of verbs. 

* You forget,' said she, ' the advantages I have 
had in working for poor Mr. Sterling, he knew so 
much, and was so communicative, that it was impos- 
sible not to learn from him. I heard, occasionally, 
his conversation with gentlemen who, I suppose, 
must be first-rate scholars : he dictate<I to me, and 
never refused to explain as far as I could compre- 
hend, what I wrote. O ! you do not know, Por- 
targis, the benefit of being compelled to do what is 
very dull, or the loss such a friend is to me. 

Gertrude was perfectly right in her appre- v 

ciation. * The worst road,' as a sensible writer 

has said, * is always the best remembered ;' and 

• the inclined plane, on which too many of us are 

driven along the road of instructioni does not ad- 

▼OL. III. H mit 
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mit of a pace slow enough to learn well. Fe<r 
observations arc more mortifying to those anxious 
for the advantage of a rising generation, than that 
forced on us by seeing how very small is the pro- 
portion of those who have learned, to the number 
tauglit. — ' I remember doing it, when I was learn- 
ing ; but I know nothing of it now,' — is a connnon 
reply to queries on rational subjects ! — and it b with 
conscientious teachers, a subject of discouraging re- 
gret, when they see the almost industrious pains ta- 
,ken by young people to undo what has been done 
for tliem. We have, how ever, reason to hope that, 
without our intefrvention, improvement in the abi- 
lity and inclination to apply, will soon be more ge* 
nerally visible : a plan is pursuing, in a few select 
houses of education, which caniK)t fail of giving a 
new stimulus to female talents : a real taste for the 
arts is excited, and measures are taking to give 
that impulse to the mind and its faculties, which 
shall retain its energy, even at a distance from the 
hand that gives it But we still have to lament, 
that however well this may be accomplislied, ttit 
scale of action is not sufficiently grand. We can- 
not blame teachers ; we blame parents for not re- 
quiring in the best aggregate-eduction for their 
daughters, the best detail. As long as ^translaitioosi, 
abstracts, and extracts from works containing no- 
thing exceptionable, beauties, and sccond-nilB lite« 
rature, are considered as sufficietit for women, 
there will always be book-makers for them^ and 
consequently a strong line will be drawn bcftvueen 
the agreeable and the useful :^-tbe former m^r ^i^- 

lainly 

t 
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tainly suit nine-tenths of the community ; but it 
is for the other tenth we plead, with an earnest de- 
sire tliat every girl, whose parents have only to con- 
sult their own inclinations, may be indulged in the 
privilege of learning thoroughly^ if she chuses the 
trouble. 

If it may be permitted us to speak on a subject 
on which we cannot be competent to decide, we 
would remark on the common objection made to 
the time bestowed, in the education df boys, on the 
acquirement of the dead languages. When it be-* 
comes a question whether a little lad shall be sent 
to a public school, or have a tutor at home ; tho 
toaste of time on Latin and Greek is always an 
objectfon brought forward by the advocates for the 
latter* ; and if a tutor who can, at the same time, 
insinuate the most useful of modern languages> be 
ultimately engaged, he will readily undertake to 
teach *my lord' to read * Tite Live' in six months ; 
but rapid growth has ever yfet been found, at least 
in the vegetable kingdom, synoniulous with durabi- 
lity, and * Tite Live,' thus read, becomes, at best, 
only a vocabulary. No one, in complaining of 
the time bestowed on the dead languages, includes 

' * Of kin and of similar authority, are objection& we hava 
htSLfd made to the unreasonable term of sevf n years, b^stawed 
on the apprenticeship of lads, to trades not dii^cult ia the 
mystery attached to them. Mrs. Scourge J||l%pses herself 
^uite angry that ' those poor fellows shourabe tied neck 
sad heels for seven long years :' — she- asks them if they do 
»ot feel miserable; and they answer in the aiirmative ; so 
^ tmut be f i^t* l^ikuLS^ to the parent*. 

H 3 ia 
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in the consideration^ what the dead languages give 
in return. While they are acquiring, the mind is 
forming : the preference of what is great and good 
is becoming firm: precepts, a shade oft' the didac- 
tic of religion, and carried to tlie htjart by examples 
with which wc claim kindred, are dis^ested. The 
mass of virtuous counsel, by being broken into 
parts, finds its way to meet occasions of accept- 
ance ; what b learnt is applied ; and a diligent lad 
who has any taste or talent, if the w orld or his 
friends and companions have not spoiled hifu, 
comes out of the hands of his masters, a man in 
dispositions, and wanting only experience to makt 
him useful to society. We speak not of, nor to, 
fools, blockheads, grooms, or prize-fighters ; but, 
supposing the benefits of a classical education to 
be fairly used, on this supposition we may venture 
to say, that, reserving our prime obedience, and 
the first rank in our estimation, for the Sacred 
Writings, the wisdom and the virtue to be learned, 
under judicious teachers, from those writers whom 
we style * the classics,' are well worth the time 
employed at public schools in attaining their lan- 
guage, and that, whatever facility six months private 
teaching might give in translating * Tite Live,' six , 
years are not more than sufficient to teach what he 
has to tell. What is the reason that girls can so 
seldom gygg any other than a very general answer 
to any quesflon in wiiat they call tlieir ' studies?' 
'Tis because the mind is a shallow soil ; and the 
plants set in it, run, like the poplar, on the sur- 
face, whereas in boys' edudtion, the soil is en* 

ricbiog 
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riching even while the seed is so\\ing; an3 if the 
climate suits its 'growth, the master looks rather 
for oaks than osiers. We could do ruinous mis- 
chief — most unwillingly s^hould we attempt it — 
were we to reveal the harvest of our ow^n expe- 
rience, the incredible instances of deficient infor- 
mation fn the teacher and the taught ; but wishing 
only to M'arn the ignorant that ignorance every day 
has less chance of escaping detection, and to call on 
the world to prize real attainments and high in- 
tegrity, where they are to be found, we declare our- 
selves inflexibly hostile to the plan for reading 
* Tiie Live,' or any classic, in six months*, and not 
less so to that of educating girls on the basis of 
mere memory. 

In lamenting that women are not yet educated 
entirely as we could wisi), we must not, however, 
oniit noticing the visible improvement made by 
tliem in those branches with which they are intrust- 
ed. Any one accustomed to a regular attendance 
on the exhibitions of pictures in London, must be 
gratified in remarking the difibrence between the 
criticisms made now by females, and those which 
would have escaped them some years ago ; and in 
the juvenile audience of public lectures, there is 
much to requite the exertion of the lecturer. 

We may seem, perhaps, not to pay the ho- 

* If any reader >vis1ies for far better reasoning than onrt 
oo the good to be derived from the waste rftime on the dead 
Unguagcs, we refer him to Dr« Barrow^t very sensible * £s« 
says on Education/ ' 
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mage we pught, to genius ; but if we are silent, it 
is because our respect for it places it out of tbo 
circle of our animadversion : our endeavors are 
confined to making mere sensible women ; we are 
delighted to see our country not at all deficient ia 
examples of great female intellect : we wish to 
make a moderate endowment answer (be best pur- 
pose. 

And in this anxiety we cannot biit considc^r with 
regret, the loss of an opportunity which we await- 
ed with hope and expectation, as one which woul4 
have assisted the industrious, and in its effect migbt 
have raised the general estimation of English la- 
dies. The question * How ought the presumptive 
heiress to a throne, to be educated ?' required a very 
short and simple answer ; and that answer, once 
adniitted, like all other decisions, n^ade the next 
question the means of carrying it into execution. 
Tiiose means, we conceived, would be such as ad« 
jiiitted of a little useful accommodation ; and we 
flattered oureelves with being furnished, ooder 
royal auspices, with the classics, Greek and Latin, 
* in usum Principissa :' editiona of our poets 
would have followed ; every one would have becai 
emulous of some offering ; and the minds of the 
to-be-governed of the female sex, would have been 
educating with that of the personage to govern. 
In these editions, we would have advised no other 
adaptation tlmn tiie omission of whatever offends 
against good manners : to rob us of that which 
appears less * propre aux jeunes dames/ would be 
to forget that the other sex ought to lend us their 

i aid, 
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aid, and that to seek it, is a considerable part of 
our prudence. No girls walk so well as those used 
to the arm of a father : no girls are so well in- 
formed as those instructed by sensible men. Both 
advantages, it is admitted, need the temperament 
of female delicacy ; but if the step is to be firm, 
or the intellect exerted to the extent of its powers, 
it must be by borrowing from the attainments and 
accepting the condescension of our friends of the ' 
other sex. Let those who have the advantaije of 
teachers, in the gentlemen of their family, know 
tliat gratitude itself can hardly appreciate it at its 
worth :-^a brother who will communicate that of. 
which a public education has put him in posses- 
sion, and who, as circumstances call for it, will 
feed the hungry mind, demands every return of 
kindness and respect : a father who takes his share 
in teaching a groupe of girls, or a literary friend 
who will explain what puzzles an enquiring girl, 
are blessings we are too apt to judge of, only when 
withdrawn. If the author of * Considerations on . 
the German War,' had been seen dissecting for 
Gerti*ude, when little more than a child, a blossom 
of the horse-chesnut, affection must have been 
added to the respect his talents claimed *. 

It 

* The cnidito reader will know we mean here Israel Mau« 
4uit, 4 miui mhosd iDtegrity must rank bim as highly in the 
eftioiation cif the good, as his extraprdinary mental endqw- 
pients have placed him in that of the learned. Memoirs of 
him have appeared in some biographical WQrkf : we shall only ^ 
ijfA^^ ourselves, hy at least wbhing mora were known of 

him ; 
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It was, indeed, chiefly in her own language^ 
that Mr. Sterling had informed hb handmaid ; but 
she had had many collateral advantages ; she bad 
heard frequent opinions on .the arts and all the 
subjects connected with them ; and perhaps her 
pleasure, at the present moment, owed something 
of its vivid perceptions, to his having covered tbt 
smoked wainscjt of his niece's dirty abode, as wc 
may have said, with engravings, of prime excel- 
lence. Fashion had nought to say where he lived ; 
the staircase, therefore, the drawing-room, and 
every square foot of p^nnel, not pre-occupied 
by books, were covered with these fine lessons in 
taste ; and as they were, in the eyes of the owner, 
above all price, he was often eloquent oa their 
beauties. 

With ideas thus generated, Gertrude was pre? 
pared to see, to hear, and to feel; and in tht 

kirn : bis copvcrsatioo-talents were of the first class ; and hk 
f ncouragcraents to young industry were must efficacious. Sec. 
ing a little boy reading, he enquired what was bis book, and 
finding it a Horace, be said, ' That's right ; if I had not read 
liorace, I should never bavc written the ' Considerations oa 
the Gt-rman War.'— Now, here was -aii instance of correct 
jucigment ; be r^purred in the right place; be did not say 'i 
bhouid nut have been at court, or have stood well with tM 
ministry, or driven a handsome carriage;' he made the ex* 
crtion and the reward one and the same thing, and taught 
that the practice of virtue pays the virtuous. We wish wa 
may be accused of telling a talc often told, when we say that) 
being connected with a mercantile house, and having a large 
o;-der from government, he refused all profit, and funiifthed 
the goods at the price they cost. 

foeot 
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scene around her, she, without the smallest aflfec- 
tation of condoisseurship, could contemplate the 
parts, and try to discover why they so charmed 
her in the aggregate of composition. In the en- 
gravings of Woollett and Vivares, from tlie ima- 
gination of Smith of > Chichester, and even from 
performances less excellent in their kind, which 
filled Mr. Sterling's portfolios, and which had their 
just rank in his judgment, she had imbibed an 
idea of the magic of perspective ; but when, over 
all that she had seen of the disposition of wood and 
water, liill and valley, she saw thrown a coloring 
so soft, so harmonized by the atmosphere, her 
ardent wish * esser anch' ella pittore,' was hum- 
bled into despair. She surprised Portargis by her 
delight. When she called, ' Look, look at the 
passing cloud in the w^ater ! — O ! see that sun-beam 
through the tree there !' he raised his head, and 
asked * Where ?'-r* You have, you say, seen 
Windsor,' said he : ' I am surprised at your asto- 
nishment.' * Perhaps you're right,' she replied ; 
* but yet I feel a difference ; we go to the pros- 
pect at Wiudsor : it seems as if nature brought it 
to us here.' ^ Be it as it may,' he kindly replied^ 
^ I am delighted in seeing you so. — Shall we float 
jdown with the stream a little way ?' 

They had gone only a few yards, when they nearly 
grazed the moored punt of one of those patient vo- 
taries of the rod and line, who fish six days in the 
week for their solitary comfort, and join the do- 
^linical anglers of the Thames, in their sabbatical 
amusement, by way of recreation. Portargis rested 

OB 
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on his oars, to enquire what had been his sport 
Gertrude broke out into expressions of new delight. 

* Perhaps the young lady has never seen thir 
' spot till now,' said the angler. Portargis answer- 
ed for her in an acquiescing negative. 

* You have then, indeed, a great pleasure,* said 
he : * and I do not wonder at your feeling. When 
I was a boy, I have walked from London hither 
and back, for the pleasure of lying on the grass 
here a whole day, witli nothing but a piece of 
bread and cheese for my dinner: I read all the 
best of our English poets under that thorn in the 
park there ; and I love Ix)rd Bacon's * Essays,' I 
think, the more, for conning them under the shade 
of trees, which, I can fancy, shaded him while he 
framed them. Young lady, your countenance 
and your expressions tell me you love poetry ; have 
you got a Thomson with you ?— you should read his 
^ Seasons' in his scenery : his ideas were imbibed 
from the very objects round you ; and surely if 
people go to various places, to eat and drink in 
perfection, it is as allowable to take a journey for 
the sake of feasting on a poet. 1 have a Tbom* 
son in my boat here, accept it from a stranger ; 
and if ever we meet again, tell me how you found 
his descriptions and your sensations correspond \ 

IshaU 

* We have mentioned Mr. Sterling's appiobation of Thomr 
son as limited ; and the world seems, of late years, to hare 
much abated in their eulogium of him as a poet. The do- 
mestic character of Cowper's *Task' certainly reaches our 
«6fections muob Sooner than that sort of ^trAOged stitfoeis 
that pervades ^ the Seasons,' yet they abound in beauties; 

ftiu( 
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[ shall catch no fish while you stay ; so good 
niorning.' 

With brief thanks, they parted ; but not brief 
was the delight of Grertrude Aubrey. If she had, 
in the preceding half hour, wished to see how the 
great masters of the pencil, whose names she had 
heard, and whose signatures she had seen to en- 
gravings from their works, would have treated the 
scene ai'ound her, she now felt her curiosity di- 
verted without diminution ; and she eagerly in- 
formed herself, and with perceptions yet unexpe* 
rienced, even in reading the same lines, how the 
poet of the place, he whose eye must have been 
saturated with every object in her view, who had 
looked on the same trees and meadows she now 
gazed on, and whose image the same stream that 
DOW reflected hers had shewn, while his mind with 
stronger reflection pourtrayed its every impression, 
^ould describe to the intellectual vision — and charm 
the ear with that which addresses itself to the eye *• 

* There 

aud there is in them a grand recognition of Providence^ 
which is, we confess, more grateful to our feelings than the 
melancholy recoil to the errors of our neighbors, so pnuni- 
nent, so excusable, so pitiable, in the diseased imagmaUon of 
the amiable bard of Olney. We can allow otheiii to ditter 
from un ; but we claim forgiveness and excuse. Cowper 
lias been unjust to the prototype of Mr. Sttrling; bc» did 
not know him: perhaps had he known how hij^ily he ranked 
Lis poetry, at a time when it was difficult to per^uaiie him to 
read a modern production, he might have spoken * smoother 
ttiings.'* 

^ We have deliberated whether we ought to treat our 

.readers with an anecdote of Thomson; we are averse to the 

^ communication . 

'9 
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* There is still more pleasnre for you,* said Ijord 
Portargis: * ,we will dine early; and I will drive 
you to the hill afterwards. I dare say, if my mo- 
ther comes, she will not be here too soon for us.' 

* I think it is time to go back,' said she ; * your 
man mav be returned bv now, and I must know 
ii^hat 1 have to do* I am infinitely obliged to you 
fdr my enjoyment' 

They returned ; she, now reading from Thomson, 
now getting Portargis to construe lines from Horace 
or Virgil, and now turning over the dictionary, or 
reviving her acquaintance with the declension of 
a noun : the viscount, in love with the surprising 
novelty of a quiet pleasure, and charmed, almost 
into an enthusiasm for moderation and rural life. 

The earl had remained tranquil, and now re- 
quested to see her. She went to him, and found 
him far better than she could have hoped : he was 
cbeared by the opinion given of his bruises, and 

communication ; but we are told it is too curious to be sup* 
pressed : wc obey, reminding our readers that the foibles of 
genius have a stronger claim to forgivcnes than any other. 

It is well known, that the pleasures of * the first and se- 
cond course' wrrc not undervalued by Thomson, lie dined 
at Mr. Beard's at Hampton, one day when there was a tur- 
key-poult on table, which he had nearly finished : when Lady 
Harriet politely expressed her satisfaction in seeing that he 
liked it : M wish there were twa of ihem,' he replied ; and 
hearing there was another in the larder, he suffered it to b« 
picked and roasted. Let us turn away from this corruption 
of our mortal part, and Ihink of his hymn at the end of bit 
• Seasons.* - 

<^'0uld 
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would have detained lier, by assuring her her pre- 
sence did him good ; but she adhered to the orders 
given, and on quitting his chamber, met a servant 
with a silver waiter in his hand, on wliich he pre- 
sented her the note returned by the countess. It 
ran thus : 

* Lady Luxmore is sorry to inform Miss Aubrey 
has had a bad return of her cough : and as the 
only means to restore her healtli, is advised both 
by ^friend and Phycian to go to Brighton. It 
gives her the greatest concern to be prevQijited at- 
tending hb lordsliip, being so unfortunate as her 
dressing-glass gave way, and fell on her foot It 
is a consolation that Lord Luxmore s valet has been 
she hears with him Ten Years and is very attentive 
and an excellent servant and that the groom has 

lived he says in shire just by Luxmore four. 

/ hope to be able to get down to Richmond to- 
morrow night, but I can't come to-day on no ac- 
count 

* Your sincere friend and u^ell 

wisher N. Luxmore.' 

Let no one doubt the authenticity of this epistle i 
it is, in more senses than one, original. If it be 
asked how it is possible that, except in a single in- 
stance, the orthography is correct, be it known by 
the inexperienced in literature, that the most ig- 
norant persons spell best Lady Luxmore was too 
prudent ever to set to on such an occasion, with- 
out. 



174 TnX COUHTESS AND GERTRUBI!. 

out Entick's dictionary at her hand ; but she cer- 
tainly forgot to look under the head * PHY.' 

The note needing a commentator, Gertrude was 
obliged to call into her little parlour the man who 
had brought it: ^ he was afeard as she might think 
him a long while, but he had waited mortation 
long for the noat, and my lady had given him one, 
and sent for it back again, whiles she did another. 
And the girls bad axed if Miss did'nt want some 
clotlies ; but he could nt tell ; so they had given 
him, be believed, her night-cap in that there bun- 
dle,* bi^ he had kept it in his pocket; because in 
these here places he knowed well enough all their 
fingers is fish-hooks.' 

The servants, indeed, had shewn more thought 
than their lady, and had sent a chan^ of raiment* 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER LV. 

A uife expected. Matrimonial avccdoie. A foggy mornifi^* 
A fftoi. A coi^Mgal inttrciev. Frieniki assiduities, Me^ 
dical pritdf^^e. The recovery. An accommodating partjf. 
An excursion proposed^ Nolle associations, 

^o disappointment, no vexatious accident, thwart- 
ed tlie scheme of subsequent pleasure proposed for 
Gertrude. — Lord Portargis drove her to the hill, 
and as far as she would go beyond it The earl 
had been a little restless, but was, when she .went 
to him with an account of her delightful jide, 
•gain composed : he allowed her to go to bed, 
where she slept refreshingly. The next morning 
he was still better, and began to chafe at the idea 
of his lady's unnecessary visit ; but Gertrude had 
only to give this a hearing. She secured the best 
' apartments in the house for the countess, and 
went again on the water^ :and again to the hill, sate « 
with tlie earl as much as was permitted ; and / 
late in the evening, so late that to see his lordship, 
was felicity postponed to a future day — received 
Lady Luxmore. 

Every attempt of Portargis's during the day, to 
engage Gertrude in the consideration of his own 
wishes, had been turned by her to the grand 
tubject of the recooGiiiatkni :abe had so much at 

heart! 
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heart ! and he was convinced it was a thresholcf^ 
over which he must pass, or at which be must 
stumble. Influenced by her steadiness, amd per* 
suaded by her expostulations, be wisely deter<^ 
mined to clear the ground fdr his own race, by 
lielping those who had precedence, to get out of 
his way *. He therefore behaved to his mother 
* in his best manner,' was respectful and accom-* 
xkiodating ; and persevered in thi^, long enough at 
the first interview, to put her in tolerable good 
humor with herself. 

Messages passed between the earFs chamber 
and Lady Luxmore's drawing-room : the surgeons 
again made a favorable report; and Gertrude was 
sent for to the bed-side. 

In this interview, she failed not to plac6 Lady 
Luxmore's conjugal anxiety in the fairest point of 
view, and to describe the great propriety of the 
viscount's conduct The earl wished his lady had 

* This sort of minor practice of the precept, ' Make a 
bridge, even of gold, for a flying enemy,' has been, in some 
instances, ludicrously attended to. — A dignitary of the church, 
whom wc are proud to call our friend, was driven to think of 
it, on the happiest morning of his life. Under circumstancea 
\ of peculiar interest, he went with the very deserving object 
of his best affections, to a church at the west end of the town, 
from which he hoped in half an hour to bring away his bride: 
—a couple, of the lower order, had got possession of the 
altar; and no gentle intreaty would prevail on them to yield 
to the lady their prescriptive right of precedence : — * Well 
then,' said our expert friend, * since you are so obstinate^ I 
will indulge you, even more than you deserve:' — he pat on 
kis surplice, and married off his obstacles, by which time, 
tho right reverend friend whom he expected, arrived. 

not 
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not taken the trouble of coming, and began to sug* 
gcst excuses against seeing her; but to these, Ger- 
trude was truly deaf : she evaded the discussion : 
and by a simple adherence to what she thought 
right, siie managed the fatlier as she had done the 
son, and brought him, by gentle persuasion to say, 
that ' if he passed a tolerable night, he would see 
her in the morning/ 

Ix)rd Portargis, aware how much he must soon 
lose of his pleasure in Gertrude's We-d-tete so- 
ciety ; and either flattering himself she could not 
now need rest, or else not recollecting that she 
could, called her before six in the morning ; and, 
in his experience, concluding, without looking from 
his window, that 

' Del Tamigi A v. lucid' onde,' 

must, at all hours, be, however variously, equally 
the source of rapture to her, he led her out, in 
one of those exhalations which arc the harbingers 
of a sultry day, and which, though grateful in 
their fruits, seem pestiferous in their period of 
duration. If she did not mauifestj he supposed 
she mustyier/ some reluctance ; but whether sup- 
posed or real, it gave way to his positive assertion, 
that * the fog would be gone in five minutes ;' and 
in spite of the chill that overspread her, she tried to 
admire the glistening objects which this embodying 
vapor brought forward to sight, and which, like 
many weeds in society, might have passed unno- 
ticed, if not distinguished by protruding finer}'. 

The river was the Thames; ttie opposite meadows 
were tlic boast of lovely Twickenham^ and all 

VOL. III. N ^vas 
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was what sbe hud so admired but the day before ; 
vet* ifvhy she scarce knew, tlie cbann seem va- 
uiished ; and she could think of nothiDg but the 
ctan^my adhe:?ion of her flaccid shoes, and the 
fauciiad feeling of a wet blanket spread over ber 
pef%0Q. Unwilling as she was» to control tier com- 
paniQUy when his wishes steered right, she was 
compelled to request she might return: he approved 
her choice ; and seeing a good fjie' prepared for 
boiling tea-kettles and toasting bread, he advised 
her as slie passed^ to stop and dry her clothes. — 
The temptation was irresistible, and the delightful 
feeling atoned for all she had endured ; but the 
heat which she had now acquiredi she could not 
get rid of; and it was attended with uneasiness 
that made her lie down on her bed ; and here 
sbe lay, confined with a fever, that soon occasioned 
anxiety for her life. 

The first alarm had been taken by tlic viscouo^ 
who, meeting her at the door of bcr chamber, wbep 
she had, in defiance of her wi*etcbed feelings, risen 
to begin tlie duties of tlie day, had perceived Ihf 
ulteratiea in lier looks, and prudently .stot bee 
IjAck f^aiD : he then summoned the medicdL at- 
tendaqt, who happened to be in iiia father s roont^ 
fuid by his express injunction, and controlled by 
the fear tbat any resistance might increase thtt 
trouble illness would occasiot^ she remained 
quiet — Slie wrote on a scrap of paper to Port* 
argis, her eaffnesit intreaty that he would supply 
her place in bringing about a meeting between 
hU father and uKJttiier ; antl tlie tejwfl bein<; a^ 

fectionatti^ 
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fectionate, and something like a distant hope con- 
sequently to be extracted from them, he felt him- 
self piqued to assist her, and determined not to 
fail her expectations. When his mother rose, 
theitffore, he told her, with an interest he had no 
occasion to feign» what was the situation of GeN 
trude — ordered breakfast— enquired after his fa- 
ther ; and hearing he had had rather a restless ni^^ 
went, in all duteous observance, to enquire into 
tlie circumstances, which were such as would have 
afforded a plausible excuse for dismissing bis wife 
without an audience, had not his son, in describing 
the indisposition of Gertrude, endeavored to im- 
press on the earl's tnind, the cruelty of not doing 
M hat would contribute to her happiness, wl)en, 
^ poor girl ! she had been so gpod whenever they 
were il), and he did not doubt, this illness was the 
consequence of her want of rest and peace/ 

The contrast between the father's and son's (ecU 
ings, and the influence of them on their judgment, 
might have amused an ui^ntercsted observer. 
Portargis, who could scarcely be ignorant that the 
proximate cause of ^;hat Gertrude suffered, was 
his taking her, from her bed, into an atmosphere 
loaded with exhalation, not enduring to consider 
himself as even the casual author of evil to her, 
ascribed it to what she had done for his father ; 
while the earl, glad at any rate to connect in one 
idea himself and her, though he grieved as sin« 
cerely, and was as much alarmed as his son, felt 
soothed by thinking those exertions by which sho 
bad made herself ill^ were for him. Perhaps his 

N 2 seeing 
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seeing tliat nothing but an union of powers could 
procure the comforts she stood in need of, induced 
liim still more readily to yield to bis son's argu- 
ments for a truce, if not for a peace; and to consult 
about her, he consented to see his wife, who forti- 
fied by volatile salts, and un additional spoonful of 
brandy in her tea, went, attended by her son, to 
make clinical observations on the state of her 
affairs. Why she enquired in her May at what 
hour the post set out, would have puzzled a stran- 
ger ; but as she had, on deciding to come to Rich* 
mond, written one note to her milliner, to be ready 
' in case she wanted any thing in a hurry;' it was 
but fair she should send another to release or expe- 
dite her retained powers. 

But notwithstanding all these new considera- 
tions and Gertrude's previous cares, long habit^ 
invincible as inherited nature! would predomi- 
nate in this meeting; and the parties, who had en- 
tertained sentiments perhaps nearly in unison be- 
fore they met, i. e. t^ose of mutual dislike, now 
on sight of each other, seemed, like cats and ban- 
tam-cocks, to kindle at the view. Cold enquiries, 
dry replies, long pauses, and manifestations of im- 
mediate M^ariness, threatened a speedy finish to the 
languid conference. Portargis would have retired ; 
but his father, as if to convince his wife that he had 
nothing to say to her, desired him to Remain. He 
obeyed, but this was all in his power. lie could not, 
a^ Gertrude would have done, fill up tlie pauses, 
shade of}* ambiguous expressions, and lead towards 
subjects rather concilialing than iiritating. Port- 

argb. 
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trgis^ had his mind been free, had no talent of this 
sort, and now he conld only look on the Thames 
from the \yindow, recollect * poor Gatty/ and half 
own to hiuiself he had been too impatient 

The mistress of the house by this time understood 
the guests she had got, and whom she certainly did 
not wish to dismis.s. No persons understand the 
worlds as it is called, better than such as live by its 
imagmary wants ; such as are real, do not form 
half so good a causeway to the recess in which its 
sincerity is deposited. The good lady of the Castle, 
iLCcepting, as positive merit, the quietness, the civi- 
lity, and the unwillingness to give trouble, which 
were the only features of Gertrude's character that 
came within her comprehension, had become ex* 
tremely interested about her ; and now concluding 
that the sacrifice of her rest tQ what she supposed 
fUial duty, had destroyed heffhcalth, she, after ex- 
tolling her virtues to three or four of her lively 
daughters, went herself to see of what use she 
could be to her. Gertrude, neitlicr intimidated by 
experience, nor alarmed by selfishness, was sorry 
to cause any sensation in those about her ; but she 
felt obliged by her attentions, and made use of the 
opportunity to request that Lady Luxnoore,. who, 
she said, relying on he^ had brought no servant, 
might have every consideration — and to set right 
the notions hinted oi filial goodness on her part, 
by saying she was herself a clergyman's daughter, 
whom the family had brought up. The suppositiod 
was changed at the next visit, when the hosteS 
brought her some barley-water, intg expressions of 

concer(\ 



182 THE COUNTESS AND GERTRUDE. 

concern for what * that sweet young lord, who had 
tlic look of a prince,' must feel in being deprived of 
* her dear company,' and ending in reports of the 
willow-green moping of the abovemontioned hero. . 
It was not quite so easy to set this right; but as there 
was an advantage connected with it, that of pre- 
venting any observation on the earl's partiality, 
she was not particularly anxious to contradict what 
she knew a short time must correct. 

In another way, the good hostess served her. 
In her interviews with tl^c countess, to whom she 
had found means of recomiilending herself, she 
went before-hand w ith all her actions and senti- 
ments. She * was sure her ladyship must be so 
concerned for tliat sweet young lady;' she * wislicd 
her ladyship would condescend to tell her any 
thing she could do.' ^ Whenever her ladyship 
chose to see her, she would attend her ;" she * could 
assure her ladyship the fever was not at all catch- 
ing;' no, * quite the contrary.' * If her ladyship 
pleased, the young lady, she dared to say, would be 
very glad to see her, and she would go before her, 
or, as her ladyship was so lame — dear, it was a sad 
thing! perhaps she would have the goodness to lean 
pn her arm ; — and this was the way ; just by ; but 
a few steps farther ! — all plain ground ; no going up 
or down: that was one of the beauties of her house.* 

Thus she dragged or coaxed lier titled guest into 
the chamber and into decorum ; and staying during 
the visits, and cutting short whatever replies 
indicated selfish anxiety, she prevented Lfi^y 
I^uxmore Uowi sbpwing, and herself from seeing 

what 
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what ^Tould have been less amiable than her suppo- 
sition^. 

The hope that a few hours would release her 
froin her confinement, Gertrude had befcn obliged, 
in the course 6f th^ first day, to abandon ; but hear^ 
ing by billets from the viscount, that her wishes 
had been complied with,--^that the tol-l was better, 
and dll matters going on peaceably, -*-sh6 strove tel 
be content, and by strict obedience to obtain her 
liberty ; but on the fourth day, feeling herself dis*- 
appointed and her strength decreasing, it appeared 
to her a point of cotnmon prudence to provide 
against some error in the calculations of those wh6 
had, till this moriiing, insured her safety, but \**h^ 
now could not avoid her questions. Considering the 
ntiinds she had to resort to, she saw no one adapted 
to her purpose : it was not the ardor of irregular 
passion, it was not even the fondhes;* of youh^ «t»- 
tachment, nor, above all, was it the cold lees of 
stagnant feelings that could now stand to her in 
the stead of departing vitality ; but she had no 
option : she therefore requested the favor of seeing 
Lady Luxmore f«— and she came to her. 

It Was new to hefaf from a patient the private 
opinion of a medical man ; and it was new to hc&r 
it revealed, as a distinguished confidence, under an 
injunotion to strict secrecy ; but so was the revela- 
tion made ; and Lady Luxmoi-e, with feelings that 
she did' not know she possessed, lieard, find wfls 
astonished at bearing, that slie must prepare to lose 
one whom, till bov»', ^he aeemed not to wish to 
retain. ^ 

Gertrude 
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Gertrude requested to be left a5 quiet as possi- 
ble, and to have a few books fetched from town : 
she remitted every care of herself to those who, she 
saw, would not fail her ; and she only wished she 
could withdraw from a world she felt little reluct* 
ance to quit, without being missed or regretted. 

The alarm was spread in tlie house ; and faults, 
failings, and animosities were all forgotten, or io^ 
stantly changed into the most active vigilance. On 
quitting her, with a promise that all her requests 
should scrupulously be attended to, I^dy Lux- 
more learnt, from the source whence Gertrude bad 
derived her information, that it was too true, that 
her strength was sinking too fast, and her fever 
increasing ; and it was hinted, thfit, though ther^ 
cpuld be neither doubt nor perplexity in the case, 
yet so valuable a life ought not to be lost without 
convincing the world that every effort had been 
made to save it *. Conceiving that no diligence 

would 

* It has been our good foi tune oftener to have cause to 
admire medical conduct than to wish it otherwise ; but as 
our experience has not been unexcepti^nably uniform, and 
we capnot subscribe to the opinion that lite is to be hazarded 
even for the sake of telling plain truths, we may be allowed 
to hint the very great obligation medical gentlemen are under, 
to command, not only the expressions of their tongue, but 
those of their countenance. — We have seen a case wheru a 
worthy old servant, was very nearly sent to his grave by a 
surgeon's shaking his head ; and though this might have been 
construed into a salutary warning, yet as the man not only 
* lived, but lived to good purpose, it was as well that he 
should live. In thecountry, much mischief arises from the 
J)racticc of deferring to call in a physician till the apQthecaiy 

MiU 



THE COCNTESS AND GERTRUDE. 185 

Irould equal that inspired by hL» deep feelings 
Lord Portargis went himself, as fast as four hor^a^ 
could carry him, to fetch additional advice. Ger* 
trude was informed of his errand, and grateful for> 
his zeal ; but it was impossible to disguise her per- 
suasion that all care was in vain : she struggled to 
keep up till he should return, that she might thank 
him ; but a few minutes before he arrived with the 
physician whom he had fetched, she had given her 
friends the option of seeing her for the last time. 

Lord Luxmore^ ready to spring out of the chair 
in w hich he was drawn into her chamber, and not 
accustomed to sorrow, was agonized almost to con- 
vulsion : his son, on entering, was in a state of stu-* 



m\\ no longer sustain ttie responsibility :— -a change of mea- 
sure and medicines, seems to be wished for or pointed eut by 
the change of advice; and when perseverance would some 
tiroes succeed, the want of it proves fatal ; beside, it is pro- 
bably on (he certainty ,ihat the danger is inferred from th^ 
very calling m, that the rural physicians arc more ingenuous 
with their patients on the subject of their jeopardy, than 
those of the metropolis. We remember, with feelings little 
blunted by the lapse of many years, the pain occasioned ut 
lit this way : — our first confidence was shaken before the doc- 
tor had ascended the stairs, by hearing him advise the adding 
a few gutta: of something to a medicine— then came in, with 
one hand assiduously deposited in a tight pocket, the other 
in the bosom, the professor of physic : — he felt the poise, 
jic pronounced they were enough to last «< for a fortnight*-^ 
* And wiiut at the end of the fortnight V said the lovely pa- 
tient. — lie <>riicred beef tea, and told of a lady who was 
sustained on it, six weeks.-** And what became of her 
then ?' asked our friend, with a smile almost arch — * O! she 
died/ — Ajid so did our sweet su^rcr in much less time.— 
U'as this jtrudcnt f 

' ' ^lefactioq,^ 
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pefactidn, preferable to nothing but that trliidi he 
might rouse into ; and Lady Luxmore, a little more 
herself, still limping and irritated, u-as divided be- 
txreen two feelings, that of regret for the circuro* 
stances of inconvenience under which the mis* 
fortune occurred, and that of prescient fbrboding 
of an irreparable privation. 

The operative part of this tragic scene devolved 
on the landlady and on her kind daughters, who 
perhaps aware of the inefficiency of such grief, and 
tliinking better of their own abilities, pressed for- 
ward, to the exclusion of the servants, and dccti* 
pying the space left by the right honorable 
mourners near the bed, tried to prevent that which 
they considered fatal, but to which the sufferer 
owed her life : she fainted ; and when at last reco- 
vered, bcr new medical attendant could banter her 
CD the non-necetoity of his journey : he ordered her 
tL roast chicken ; and doubly feed by the carl, wor^ 
shipped by Portargis with devotion adapted to (he 
Isola Sacra of the Tiberi and honored by the coun- 
tess with a protestation that be was ^ a charmiii^ 
most delightful man,' he left Gerthide again to the 
care she had been under, and returned to town in 
a halo of those pleasant feelings which serve to 
counterbalance the wretched anxieties' of the most 
anxiou9 of all fifiodes of mtfking.a fortune. 

To watch the rapid recovery of a young and vi- 
gorous constitution, is a pleasure to which no one 
•cfiui be insensible ; and this pleasure Gertrude cer- 
tainty afforded, in as large a portion as each coukl 

ieel| to those around her* The earl atid she were 

soon 

4 
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&o0n on a parallel o^ convalescence, and at the 
aame time able to enjoy the benefit of an airing. 
She, indeed, could walk when he was carried ; but 
there was now much enjoyment for both ; and in 
the kindness shew n her, she felt more than a com- 
pensation for her illness, which seemed to have 
procured her a great increase, or at least a much 
more open avowal of valuable regard. He listened 
with pleasure to her expressions of deep-felt gra- 
titude for her preservation, and with approbation 
to her sincere wish for domestic peace in the fa- 
mily, to which he promised to contribute to the 
utmost of his power. 

It is but justice to the countess to make known 
that, in coming to Richmond, it had been her de- 
termination to wait there * the end of the bust- 
ness.' When she made this resolve, she did not 
indeed ex|f)ect ' the end* that it had really attained ; 
but circumstances had left her almost without ft 
choice ; and had she gone home now, it must have 
been absolutely alone, for no one would have left 
Gertrude :— this was worse than remaining. A little 
offering was likewise made to her almost- expired 
vanity, by the enquiries of those who, having been 
interested in the earl's accident, supposed her so,; 
and as she had intimated, at tlie first opportunity, 
that she should have liked the enquiries * in per-^ 
son,' and was not by many degrees so retired in 
her habits and manners, as those who are born to 
rank, or those who know how to employ themselves 
in seclusion, she courted sudden intimacies, da- 
warned by repeated brQache3, and was gratified 

witU 



I 
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with being, in any way, an object of attention. A 
paragraph in the fashionable newspaper of the 
morning, stating the bulletin of Lord Luxmores 
health, and adding to it a high encoinium on the 
conjugal merit of the countess, who had * set out for 
Richmond to attend on her beloved lord/ settled 
her in her new virtue, and contributed much to the 
desirable purpose of keeping her in good hunK)r. 

But that which conduced the most to charm 
down Lord Luxmore's perpetually rising aversioa 
towards the woman whom he had vowed, without 
any foundation, to love till death, was the conviction 
that she was fast approaching that farthest gate of 
the temple of Hymen ; and by this stediast belief 
he was led on, with a firm step, in the path of decor 
rum, even under the disadvantage of being compel- 
led to pass many hours of every day with her. 

Early in August, the invalids were out of all dan- 
ger, and in possession of all their powers, except that 
of walking freely, which the earl could not attempt; 
but to atone to himself for this, and to confirm the 
re-establishment of (Sertrude's health, daily excur* 
sions were made in carriages round the country. . 
Her pleasure in one sight, produced new pro- 
mises of pleasure in another j and all the fine 
houses, fine pictures, and fine grounds within reach, 
were shewn her. Portargis was all affection; and 
his love seemed tempered, by the danger from 
w hich she had been rescued, into a more tender 
feeling than ever. His first enquiry every morn- 
ing was concerning her health ; and remembering 
the symptoms that had ended in fever, he for many 

days 
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days, went through an anatomicc^l catechism. 
* Does your head ache? Are you languid? Any 
pain in your limbs ? You do not feel any s*hiver- 
ing, do you? Shall I shut this window? Is it not- 
too damp to venture out ?' 

. The employment of the earFs retired moments 
was known only to himself. Encouraged and 
cheared by the decision he had made on sight of 
his wife, he was occupied whenever he was silent, 
with his settled purpose of marrying Gertrude; and 
there was scarcely a polht to be discussed in his 
mind, that had not presented itself to his recollec- 
tion ; the propriety of the measure was not in tlie 
' number; of the feasibility of it he could not doubt 
He could restrain all visible signs of impatience, 
because he was convinced that he had not long to 
wait, and because his respect for Gertrude taught 
him that the smallest lapsm lingua would be fatal to 
her acceptance of him; but, fixed on this object, he 
saw not, nor will such heated imaginations ever see, 
the truth; he perceived not that the very means by 
which he was restoring the health of his favorite, 
did the same kind service to his wife : he was too 
much lost in contemplation of his future felicity, to 
recollect that (hat which turns the centre turns the 
circumference of every wheel ; and nobody being 
particularly awake on the subject, who could speak 
with a hope of attention, the matter of the countess's 
improved looks and powers remained unnoticed, till 
Gertrude mentioned it, as a cause of rejoicing, to 
Lord Portargi). He, do less convinced than bis 
father of her jeopardy, and in his heart inclined to 

wish 
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wish any thing that would save him the trouble of 
hypocrisy, was yet so interested in her preservation, 
or, at teast, in her standing between his father and 
Gertrude, that his satisfaction shewed itself; and 
in speaking of the wonders that Richmond air had 
done for Lady Luxmore, he obtained the praise of 
filial affection. To Gertrude alone was he con^ 
dential ; for since the reproach she had uttered, he 
had not dared communicate, as freely as before^ 
with his friend Sylvanus. She knew all tliat passed 
ia his mind ; and was soon persuaded that she could . 
influence him in any thing, rather than in those 
points wliich related to herself. But she was too 
happy now, to see any evil tlirouG;h a telescope : 
she had not a wish, connected with her situatioo, 
ungratified, except two; one was that incessant 
desire of hearing of her niother which haunted her 
every day more and more ; the other that, little 
less earnest, of renewing her intercourse with Mr. 
Sydenham's family ; the first she dared not men- 
tion ; the other she named to the earl, wIk), why 
she was at a loss to know, politely answered, after 
a few moments' consideration, that * if she had any 
thing to say, he should be happy to add it to his 
next letter. ^ The family were all well, except Miss 
Brett ; and of Basil's return, there was at present 
again no prospect' 

With these several views and cares, the party, 
aow become unwilling to separate, though not very 
desirous to remain together, agreed to join in a ^ 
neral removal to the coast, whither the countess^ 
Mbo^e cough was pronounced nervous, anglid in- 
curable, 
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mrable, ^ras ordered, to forget it, aqd tb^ earl was 
-ccomniended to go, to perfect liis recovery* 

The prospect of the excursion waa highly agree*- 
ible to Gertrude, who bad never yet se^ the sea; 
iut the journey was the ^ oe.plus ultra' of delight 
:o the viscount, to whom all the arrangementa were 
:Qininittod. When the time was fixed, he wn, 
frob that moment, all bustle ; and every day pro*- 
iuced cause for a journey to town, to order som^« 
thing about tlie carriages, to visit his taylor, or to 
confer with his boQt-maker or batter ; for in the 
sirange revolution of manners which this wprld has^ 
in the course of a few years undergone, it is to. be- 
remai*kedji thait persons of elevated rasik have wpn- 
dsmsly d^cended to the assumption pf vulgar or 
pfll^ caiFea* Time waSi when aobU^men were 
Mi^ to Idp seen in the shops of artificers employed 
ia their vordrobes, and when noble-women vvere 
ip^ted on at. borne, by those whose services were, 
niy^s^ry to thieir docaration ; but now, the duke; 
aiyMs i»' person aid in imbUc, about the ill-fitting 
of ^ gaiment. and thp ducbess personally insists 
{m^ h^lf a ^v^tcik of hw into her bargaku 

TlMt sboplkfepi^rs fiod what is called ^ their ac- 
count, . iu this exIiiiDitioa of solicitude^ might perhaps 
he proiifOd* Theva is no curiosity at this time so 
pi^wa^a^ a& that oi s^i^gi in a state of as inti- 
iwla appro^imaUon as possible, tlm manners and 
diapoctmeBk of thpse whosc^ rank pvedudes persooat 
af^iw^tanoe^ The shops where^ most coroneta are 
tcj^ be met wi^i^ hava tha greatest attraction for 
those whoso rafei^ is ntecely gaptki ^^ ^ stand 

next 
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next to a woman of high rank, whether of good or 
bad or no celebrity, is a gratification so attractive, 
that one might think somewhat was to be gained by 
iriction, and that our plain homely steel would come 
back to us from such cjontact, improved into the 
sagacit}* of the mariner's compass. To try the 
finished habiliments of a great bride^ is so bewitcb« 
ing, that shops have founded their reputation, and 
even recovered from bankruptcy, under the pro- 
tection of this fashion, and one of the many touch- 
holes by which our bourgeoisie explode, is that 
opened by a silly preference of servants ' out of 
great families/ 

To this avidity in its various forms, this ' gall- 
ing the kibe' of those whowalk before us, those pub- 
lic receptacles called watering-places owe half their 
mob. * People of rank/ says Miss Giuethorpe 
firom the Bankside, ' are seen to so much advan- 
tage at the libraries V and should it so happen that 
in the lottery of Neptune-place or Hygeiasquare, 
a house should be occupied by a Lady Perdita Bon- 
arien, maugre-the Tau in her forehead, a Mrs. 
Seaweed-Nowhere is delighted to «ay that, only 
a wall, and mercy on the sconces of the inhabitants, 
how thin a wall ! — separated them. 

*Tis a poor, a paltry vanity, unworthy the just 
pride, or rather the generous content of our coun- 
try. Let us live in our own rank, recommended 
to the regard of the worthy, bom in that above us, 
by the propriety of our manners, the knowledge of 
ourselves. Let us, with eagerness, indulge our cu- 
riosity in endeavoring to learn bow thorn live wlia 

live,, 
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[ive^ in the best sense of the teim^ better than we 
io. Could we hear two phrases, very consonant 
to the genius of our island, as well as to the idiom 
3f its lansuase, restored, there would be much less 
misery, and somewhat less of vice and folly in the 
ivorld. Let us learn, fropi the pressure of the 
dmes, if not from out good sense, to say^ without 
Looking gawky, * It doea not become my station in 
life,' and * I cannot afford it' 
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J settmg^' Fhumng to mo purpot. Naikrs mend. 
AgmOiU tinnm. The vhit fwtmmd. A Migktftd aM^. 
JhM9 kotpUtOkty. Good fgkU» Ptrfkct ^f$ymoii^ An- 
ludani farewell. 

The morning of departure arrived, and the caval- 
cade, ivhich Portargis doubted not he was to mar- 
shaly came round on the rattling pavement to the 
sweep before the door. Lord Luxmore s travel* 
ling-chariot, neat, handsome, becoming bis rank, 
and evincing no solicitude or ostentation, had four 
post-horses; Lady Luxmore's venerable family- 
coach, with blazonry that seemed to have run all 
over the pannels, with a balustrade of coronets on 
the top, and the springs well bound, as their only 
chance for reaching the coast of the English chan- 
nel, was drawn by her own pair of ancient sorrels, 
assisted and escorted through a country, which 
alas ! they could never hope to see^ by a pair of 
leaders* An open carriage, the darling throne of 
of the viscount, completed the Qumber of vehicles 
necessary, and was drawn by two * &moas' greys 
of his own purchasing. On the derriere of the 
chariot, was fastened a trunk, co^itaining the move- 
able wardrobes of the noblemen, and on the front 
axle-tree was placed a smaller one, which Port- 
aegis, having recollected it rather late in the pre- 

panbon. 
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paratioQy had gone daily to town and sworn him- 
self to the antip^xles, to get finished to his mind, 
and fitted to its place. Loving a secret^ because 
he loved not those with whom he should have comr 
municatedi he had contrived its coming home on 
the day when the countess went to town to make 
her arrangemeiits: it had been placed in Gertrude's 
chamber ; and one large space for her clothes, a 
smaller for her books, and G. A. in all the taste 
that morocco-leather and gilt nails would admit, 
declared its possessor. But simple Gertrudie had in* 
staotly divulged his lordship's generosity; and Lady 
Luxmore had commented on it, by observing that 
he was always throwing away his money on some 
nonsense or other ; therefore, at the present mo* 
ment, Gertrude had no fears of detection, nor any 
greater thaii that her bijou of accommodation, 
might be injured in being applied to the use for 
which it was intended. 

Her ladyship had ordered to attend her, her own 
female-servant and her cook ; and witli these dam* 
sels had arrived an immense basket, fortified with 
leather and iron, and padlocked in a way that 
secured it from depredation. The coachman was 
bid to descend ; the footman M'as straining every 
nerve, and the maids were pushing with all their 
might, basket, coach, and horses, when Portargis, 
at once the Hermes and Argus of the scene, pro- 
ceeded to enquire * what the devil they were all at' 

/ We are only getting the basket up, your lord- 
ship.' — * Basket?' — •Yes, your lordship, our 
basket; our people took it with 'em last year ; it's 

o i ^ % nice 
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a nice basket y'mought say, for. vegetables to go 
by water, as Thomas say it was formerly ; but I 
can't say how it*s to go by coach, being I didn't live 
at the time it went afore, yoar lordship.' 

^ I dare say,' said Mrs. Slipslop, looking at her 
rent sleeve^ ^ as it went at top like a himpeeral.' 

' Himpeeral!' repeated the viscount, ^ stand off; 

get away, or Til kick you all to . Wbat*5 

in it .^ I say — what's in it ? can't you speak r' 

* Why can't you say, Tom r' said the coachman 
to his fellow-labourer, ' I believe, your lordship, its 
our liveries and dress hats.' 

' Yes,' said Mrs« Slipslop, ' and the cook and 
my thmgs.' 

' Wliat the deuce?' cried Portargis, ^ is the cook 
in it ? it may well be heavy !' 

* O ! no,' said the useful damsel, ' I be here, 
my lord ; only its Mrs. Slipslop and my trunks and 
all our best things ; and 1 hope as they won t take 
no harm, for they're what we ha' worked hard for, 
and we wants 'em all to go to a %vatering-place, I 
knows, for I has been there afore, and I knows^ as 
y may say, what's fit/ 

* Down with them,' £aid the viscount, Vsend 
them all by the waggon.' 

* O! no, no, your lordship,' screamed Mrs. 
Slipslop; * I remember there's some of my lady's 
parryfernalirs, for tlie coach seats is cram full ; and 
iawk-a-day ! there's our pi\rrot as cook would bring, 
all I could say ; and the cat, for, I could not bear 
to leave her soluntary, in a hand-basket, for I 
thought she'd fret after us; f^rsiie s very much at- 
tach 
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tach to me. I put a plate of victuals for her; and 
it's a nice place ; no danger of turning topsy-tur- 
"vey; and my lady*s things is all safe; its nice and 
roomy.' 

The duteous son, when he had heard his mo- 
ther's name, said not another word : he left the 
driver of the leaders, who had now heard of what 
was doing behind him, to protest that the basket 
and its contents must come by the waggon, and 
slipt up stairs, to carry into execution the plan he 
had settled in his mind, for disposing of his pas- 
sengers. 

His arrangement was this : the open carriage 
with himself and' Gertrude was to lead ; tlie tra- 
^ellincr-chariot was to contain his father and his 
crutches, which were still necessary ; and in the 
spacious coach, the countess and her two maids of 
honor could not be crowded, even with the six 
boxes that contained the contiibution of the Rich- 
mond-milliners, and for which there would be am-r 
pie room on the vacant fourth seat or the laps of 
those who occupied the other three. The footman 
went with the coachman on his seat; and Monsieur 
Cliamborde on his own horse, with the two grooms 
on the earl's and viscount's, formed the equestrian 
attendance. 

Lady Luxmore had not left her room where 
Gertrude was assisting her: they were therefore to 
be informed of their destinations ; and Portargis 
beginning now to be sensible that all his happiness 
hung by the- possibility of his carrying one point, 
felt his heart beat ourtageously • and, like a culprit - 

baj^tening 
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basteDing forward the only moments perhaps when 
misery would remain uncertain, he executed with 
great adroitness the of&ce of whipper-in to his 
party : he sent Chamborde to help his father on 
bis supports down the stair-case; and ^ Gatty, 
,Gatty !' corrected in a second edition into * Miss 
Aubrey, Miss Aubrey !' was his summons to bil 
mother. 

Behold the groupe : the men-servants on the oat* 
side of the house, mounting and adjusting legs and 
stirrups; tho waiters at the side of the auriagesi 
the hostess ready to promise fine weather, plea« 
sant journey, no dust, and gratitude for past fan>rs, 
durable till the next, perhaps royal, in^portatioo 
effaced it; her dauglUers desirous to see ttie last of 
sweet Miss Aubrey; and Lord Lu^more, congttitu* 
lating himself on bayini^ for the first t^ne, almffle4 
down the stairs without^ar* 

Now arrived the countess, hpbUing a little, bat 
drest with revived ictat^ and clesigning to (each 
the sea-nymphs (he fashions of London bnHig^ 
frx)m Richmond, where she had found some verj 
* pretty milliners/ andi in her opinion, ' more mo- 
derate in their charges,' than at ' the west end of 
the towq.' Gertrude closed th^ proc^ion — i^ 
simple figure of white, holding by a grey riblpn 
with one hand, her gypsey-hat, and offering her 
other arm to Lady Luxmore, ysho put her by, not 
ungently, with — *l^o, no, npt now — so, many people 
about — I shall dp very well.' 

Portargis beckoning, tried to bring Gertrude 
forward; hut she qwiUed npt th? countess, who 

went 
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went out at the door, and sarveying the cavalcade 
from the van to the rear^ seemed to fix her eye on 
the open carriage. — ^ Here's your coach, Lady 
Luxmore/ said Portargis, * this way; you had 
better get in, before we move*' — * The coacb !' said ' 
her ladyship, ' and pray wIk) goes with me ?* — ^ 
* Your servants are there^' repUed her son ; ^afl 
you are an invalid, I thought it better they should 
attend you. You see my fisitber is getting into tl\e 
chariot, and his sticks take up all the rooiti — pray 
get in/ 

* And do you think,' asked her ladyship, in her 
natural tonet ^ that I will go stived up in the 
coach with my code ? not I indeed, sir, I shall 
go in the open carriage ; I like to see about me as 
well as any body, I suppose there's room for twc> 
m It 

' O ! you can never bear it — pshaw ! its non- 
sense to talk of it ; you will be either burnt to^ 
death, or .' 

' And pray, sir, i^bo do yon think is to b^ar it ? 
you were not going alone, I dare say.' 

' I should go alone, unless Miss Aubrey wili 
go. Come, Gatty, it wiU- do you good.' 

* Stay till she has my leave, pray. Lord Pof^ 
targis, I shall go myself ■' 

^ Then by — — upoa my -honor, I will not drive 
you ; its a very hiUy road, and I am sure you 
will be airaid-^-^— but if you like to take tb^ 
carriage, your coachman may drive U ; he's usedf 
to you, and I am not.' 
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* No, my lord, I shall not go to be driven 
by my coachman.' 

* Well ! perhaps my father can take you, you 
pee he's having his carriage thrown open.' 

' Lord Luxmore, does not the chariot hold frtof 
^ I am afraid you will be crowded, as I am an 

invalid here with my crutches, and I must ease 

my leg by laying it up now and then.* 

* Well then, I suppose I am to go in the coach ; 
Come Miss.' 

* No, no; Gatty, come with me,'said the viscount 

* O ! let Miss Aubrey come here,' said the earl, 
* here's plenty of room for her ; she takes no 
room, and she will let me indnlge/ 

* Miss Aubrey goes with we/ concluded the 
countess, in a tdne that closed the cadence in the 
key-note. 

Lord Portargis jumped into his vehicle, and 
set off, at the risk of all the post-horses following 
his lead, and so they had decided to do, when her 
ladyship's least serviceable foot was alone on the 
ground ; they were stopt, and she ascended again 
with (jrertrude and her houshold nymphs, who, 
before they proceeded far, recollected that no 
orders had been given about the basket, and that 
therefore the parrot would die for want of water, 
the cat for want of food, and that * neither they 
nor their ladj' would have some changes of raioient, 
till the waggon, whose assistance had never been 
bespoken, should, in its benevolence, bring tlieir 
Jiabiiiments. 
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It was now to the end of their journey, that 
Gertrude was compelled to look for her pleasure. 
Lady Lnxmore's anger had grown sullen, and she 
suifered her maids to dispute whose fault it was 
that ' the basket' remained behind, and to deplore 
tlie probable fate of the parrot and the cat, with- 
out even reprehension. Gertrude tried to per- 
suade them, as experience proved ' \iifts just, that 
the mistress of the house would not be wanting 
in attention, that the parrot would scold and 
the cat mew, that the basket would be opened/ 
and what was needed would be sent by the first 
conveyance. 

They were thankful for the relief of a suggestion j 
and their conversation changed to exclamations of 
wonder on the part of her who had never been out 
of London, and the condescending information 0f 
the cook, who had travelled the road, as she said^ 
* millions of times,' and on the middle of Surbiton 
common rejoiced that ' it was by day-light that 
they crossed Hounslow heath/ 

At the first halt, Lord Portargis, whose in- 
terest in a new arrangement had subdued part of 
his resentment, hoped to succeed in getting Ger- 
trude to himself, and Lord Luxniore again offered 
the vacant seat of the chariot ; but the counter 
could not be expected to forget what hfld so 
recently passed ; and she extinguished all hope, by 
asking where were the tremendous hills she had 
been promised. 

Having taken refreshment, they started again ; 

ftnd, on the road, Portargis could not conduct 

himself 
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himself with any temper, when be saw what was 
to be seen, and bow Gertrude was precluded from 
enjoyiiigit: he therefore fell back, and' kept bj 
tbe side of bis mother's carriage, raiding all tbe 
dust he could find, and terrifying her every mo- 
ment by coming so close, that he risked oiischief 
to her or to himsd^ while be pobted out to Ger- 
trude^ and t0 Gertrude solely and eEclusivdyt the 
exquisite beau^ of tbe Imea of country, ti» rich 
plantations now just beginning in spots not to be 
of tbe brightest green, the well-sijtuated houses, 
and the indescribable loveliness of the next ten 
miles : be hoped bis mother mighty at least pet- 
tishly, have said, * Do take her w^th you^ and be 
quiet f but he knew not Lady LuxmoreV patience: 
she bcure all without flinching, however she sodded ; 
and he began to despair of succeedingi even for 
one stage. 

His humor waa.fiist settling into ill, when one 
of those accidents by which fortune extricates us 
from our own follies, gave a turn to his tempcTi 
and influenced the movements of the party. 

A handsome plain family-carriage stopt near 
the inn where they were to <liney almost at tbe 
moment of their arrival ; and natural curiosity 
being excited by the bustle, and tbe seeming large- 
ness of t^e coronettcd party, who they were was 
soon known ; and a gentleman sent up his visiting- 
ticket, witb a request to be allowed to wait on 
Lady Luxmore, as an old friend of Mr. Sterling's. 

Gertructe immediately recoUecte(| the name as 
that of one of Mr. Sterling s morning-visitors. 

Lady 
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Lady Luxniore could recollect nothiog: she 
liesitated and staqioiered, as if fearing a second 
Captain Smith might aim at the rest of her va- 
luables^ while Gertrude, who alone could speak 
Qu the subject, bursting into tears, repeated every 
thing she could call to mind, connected with the 
name, but all was ia vain : beyond a cold permis^ 
sion to see her, the countess would not proceed ; 
and with this small encouragement, entered first 
two lovely young women, and then a gentleman, 
who introduced them as his daughters, and himself 
as too much indebted to the friendship of Mr. 
Sterlmg, to pass unimproved the opportunity of 
paying respect to her ladyship. 

There is a gentle warmth in some human na* 
turfs, which the ' thick-ribbed ice' of the highest 
latitude of ill-humor, cannot resist. Lady Lux* 
more smiled, and Mr. Frankland, who had hitherto 
^oken with caution of her deceased relative, find* 
ing that he awakened no painful feelings^ indulged 
himself in those recapitulations of imagined bene- 
fits and distinguishing merits, by which tlie heart 
of an affectionate friend soothes itself, under one 
pf the very bitterest of huraan privations. 

The lovely young women, had placed Gertrude 
between them, and as if needing not to be told 
uhy her handkerchief was in her hand and the 
tears in her eyes, they pursued a conversation 
calculated to change the eu/nrent of her ideas ; 
they talked of the perspnA l^y wbooi; tJiey bad 
heard of hci; of the bemty of tb^ country,, and 
(be pleasure of tmyeHing, aiid op hiring their 

^ father 
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father press a change of quarters, they intreated 
Gertrude, as if they thought she must have come 
share io the votes of the tiouse, to use her jd- 
fluence in prevailing on Lady Luxmore and the rest 
of the party, to dine one mile farther, at Hilbury, 
where they lived, and whither they were returning. 

The countess was now resuming, if not the 
privileges^ of a married woman, the restraints of 
one ; she therefore, before she could engage her- 
self, felt it necessary to enquire for Lord Luxmore; 
and finding that he had stopt short in a room 
with an inviting sofa, she ordered Gertrude to go 
to him with the proposition; and her messenger 
would have had no option, but for the fortunate 
entrance of Lord Portargis, who, hat on head and 
whip in hand, made his presence known by * Who 
the devil would have thought / 

Gertrude and her friends were in view, as he 
advanced : it was impossible that a fashionable 
viscount, now nearly of age, could be disconcerted 
by two modest girls; but certainly his lordship 
stopt short, removed his hat, and recovering all 
his advantage of figure and manners, almost said, 
* I beg your pardon.' — Mr. Frankiand came for- 
ward : Portargis did not retreat-7-* Excuse my 
glove,* came with more grace from lips that looked 
as if they could not be disingenuous, than any 
imitation, which he would have given' if he had 
had time, of any one of the ' famous fellows' who 
were the models of his fashions. 
' Lady Luxmore notexplaihingy Mr. Frankiand 
was left to explain; and Lord Portargis^ taking a 

second. 
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secoDd, but not a very full look at the young 
women, forgot all his heavy-heeled lounging, and, 
With alacrity, sought his lather, whom he assisted, 
with some credit to himself, into the room and to 
a seat. 

A quarter of an hour, and Lord Luxmore's 
manners, made the party acquainted. The design 
of going another stage that day was given up ; 
and a cordial invitation to dine and sleep at Hil- 
bury, was accepted . 

For the conveyance thither, an arrangement 
was soon made ; ^ We are just,' said Miss Frank- 
land to Gertrude, ^at the gate of our own grounds; 
and if you can walk a mile, my sister will ac-< 
company you, while I attend Lady Luxmore. 
Gertrude could only say, ^ It must be as her lady- 
ship chuses ;' but this reference did no harm : the 
discussion made no other alteration than releasing 
Miss Frankland. The three elders proceeded in 
Mr. Frankland's coach ; the four juniors walked 
together. 

Never had Gertrude seen any thing to compare 
with this part of Surry ; and to equal this spot of 
It, would have taxed 1 he. knowledge and the taste 
of those more travelled than herself. 

Nature had done much; and art had not 
deformed her beauties. PlantationSi now open- 
ing, now closing, shewed the finest distances, 
the grandest bounds, the softest horizon, or pre- 
sented, where, perhaps, less favorable forms wouU 
have called the attention, depths of foliage relievei 
by stately stemS| while a cuUivated underwood 

or 
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Or a rich turf, connected the prodnce with its pa- 
rent soil. 

Quitting the town by a path that ran baUod i^ 
thej got on higher ground, which as it ro0e before 
thenii falling oflf on eitlier hand, foraied one of 
those ridges, or hog's-backs, as they are called, 
BO fiftyorable to a distant prospect aod a rich fore* 
ground. The summer had known none of that ex- 
- cess of heat, which brings premature autumn ; the 
time of year only gave body to the tints : the mossy 
grass of the downs, was not burnt up to a polisbed 
surface; and the broken hollows, where an oki 
oak seemed as if stopped in its descend or the 
deep indenture of a gravel-road shewed by what 
track a cart had placed itself, as if to embellish tfie 
spo^ gave here and tliere a beaudful varie^f of 
surface, and did what money and labor, and even 
taste, might have attempted in vain. 

The young women, though but recent inhabi- 
'tants of their present abode, were well-informed 
of the objects which the view reached, and could 
point out, from observations connected with va- 
rious elegant branches of knowledge, the strongly- 
marked di6erepces of atrial tints. - To Gertrude, 
who had never seen the sea, it was delist to be 
told that she looked towards it, and that the space 
it occupied in the horizon, was to be precisely as- 
certained, even at that distance., 

A smaller cordon of paling inclosed the side of 

fbilli sloping in ail directions, and sRewing tlie 
ouse below a terrace which divided the d^cKvitv. 
Beyond the house, the land still stretched away ^ 

in 
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it! a genUe descent to the edge of an extensive 
piece of water ; and Either on, at tiie best dis- 
tance^ rose again hills clothed with wood, and 
dbtii^jruished by Aose interesting appellations, 
wlHch make us seek in our walks the very foot* 
' marks of the Roman soldier. 

Conversation had not flagged. Miss Frankland 
had not found it difficult to talk to Gertrude ; and 
Portargisy feeling it worth while to be agreeable, 
and not knowing how to contrhc h, had succeeded 
even more than usually well : he had told Miss 
JjQCj Frankland, that ' Gatty and he had been 
brought up together,— that he loved her like a 
sister, — that he was sure she loved him as well, — 
that she was one of tiie best girls in the world, 
and could learn any thing, — that she was just re- 
covered from an illness caught by walking in the 
damp,-— and that he did not know what Lady 
Lttxmore would do without her.— Poor girl ! she 
liad had a sad loss in Mr. Sterling, for though he 
certainly made her a great slave, she liked it, and 
•he had a great r^rd for the old gentleman,' 

All this was interesting to the kind and obliging 
heart of Lucy Frankland; she gave Gertrude 
credit for deserving all that was said ; and as she 
did nbt know V ucount Portargb, or the real state 
of affairs in the family, she could not perceive 
that he meant her not to understand two things ; 
the one, that he had chosen Gertrude for Vis- 
countess Portargis; the other, that it was bdilrfae 
took her out to walk in the damp, and laid her up. 
— Few men pride tfiemsdves on a passion; and 

ftw 
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few mcQ or women are iudiffereat to the estima- 
tion of a stranger. ^ . 

A very large family of young people, and yet- 
not all their number, had already received the 
coach-party, and were now waiting for the walkers. 
Miss Frankland was, by one of those misfortunes 
which, alas ! too often close the list of s^ nume- 
rous piogeuy, mistress of her fetber's house ; but 
she had no anxiety in her absence : every thing 
was too well-ordered, and those growing up under 
h«r, too well-trained, to need her presence. She 
now took her place in the hospitalities of a noble 
mansion ; and Lady Luxmore condescended to 
say, that Miss Frankland was ^ a very pretty kind 
of young woman.' 

On returning to tlie dravi'ing-room, Mr. Franl^- 
land, doing hon^r to himself in shewing it to aoo* 
tlier, introduced to the countess and her satellite 
a lady of an appearance so every .thing she oug^t 
to have been, that her recommendation seemed 
written on her forehead. ^ To this friend,' said 
he, ^ we arc all obliged for survic^ tliat nothing 
can repay. You come on a festival. Lady Lux- 
more ; for we celebrate to-day, the sixteenth anni- 
versary of our obligations to ]\Irs. Hartley. She 
has been, during tliat time, our nurse, our teacher, 
our example, and I hope Mill ever continue our 
domestic friend.' 

Dinner, strange to say ! came too soon for the 
wia)l|es of the guests. Lord Luxmore seemed 
taking a lesson in the science of hupian happiness^ 
from Mr. Frankland and two or three guests^ who, 

by 
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~ hj their conversation, might be supposed neigh- 
bors. His son was attended to, by two very well-- 
bred lads ; and the eldest lady and Mrs. Hartley 
entertained the countess by answering her ques- 
tions, and finding subjects for more. Books and . 
prints were scattered on the tables of a room too 
spacious to make one part an annoyance to ano- 
ther ; and every one had the power of being pleased 
in their own way, if they had any way of their 
own ; and even if they had not, the lawn, the 
sheep, the peacocks, the guinea-fowls, and^the cir- 
cumjacent country, would have got rid of longer 
time than they heul to wait 

The family and a few guests, made a large party 
at an ample and elegant table, where the utmost' 
good manners dispensed with compliment and 
formality. They were persons who knew the due 
of every one, and too well inured to a large scale 
of life, to feel, or to make felt, any inconvenience. 
Those previously in tlie house, were not neglected 
for novelty or title : those who came last, found 
attention not engrossed. Lady Luxmore was not 
served with incense : her dependant was not looked 
on as the victim to be sacrificed. Not a w:ord 
was said of * flavors, cooks, or sauces :* not a ques- 
tion was asked Mr. Frankland where he got or 
how he got * such famous good things.'— He named 
his wines, and begged, not that 'the ladies would 
take care of the gentlemen,' nor * that his daughters 
would look after the young men,' but the attention 
of the gentlemen to the ladies; and conversation 
then proceeded, little interrupted by the dinner, . 
and certainly not indebted to it for its topics. 

VOL. HI. p The 



The remaining day-Ught was improved by those 
Mho could use their limbs^ in walking in the 
grounds or in que:jt of some object not far distant, 
while those to wlwm moving iVas l^ss convenient, 
were equally well entertained rn the house. 
' Gertrude was every moment more charmed \frith 
Insr tte\V friends, and they, in return, admired what 
they kindly thought her good-ftature in being 
pleased. Music, chess, of which, ffoni Mr. Stir- 
ling's instructious, slie ju^t knew enough to b^ 
1)tJiaten at it, drawmg, \Vorks of various kinds^ 
books prod need so as to gratify, iiot suflEbcate<hi- 
rrosity, anecdotes of the best species and authen- 
ticity, tliose observations on life and manners which 
seem tlie shrewdness of a moment, and are, iir 
triith, the growth of half a century, all serred to 
hasten away minutes which, of themselves, flew too 
fast, and brought, before she thought herself well- 
settled in her enjoyments, the hour of resting from 
them. Her regrtet might have robbed her of her 
sleep, had not Lord Luxmore, before the ladi69 
instircd, given way to the gentle persuasions of the 
family, to remain with them the next day*-^* Call 
you rise early r' said modest Rachel 16 Gertrudfe, 
when wishii>g lier good nhjht : ' if you can, my 
sisters and myself will be mi)St liappy to sliew yott 
any thinfithat can amuse vou.' 

Geiti-ude q»iitted her chamber at six, and find- 
irtg her way down stiiirs, opened the door of a 
r6om', into Viiich she was immediately invited by 
two of the ladies wlio were employed, the one 
in teachinjra little boy to knit, the other in liearing 
vi biggei- pr\ read. Another almost infttimltty cattie 

1 in 
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in search of her, and took her out into the grounds. 
* Rachel and Maria,* said she, * are now occu** 
pied, so I shall have the pleasure of walking with 
you; Rachel is teaching our little goose-boy to 
knit, because our father thinks it will prevent his 
learning to be idle in a lounging employnient; and 
Maria has no other hour in the day to give Mary 
Lee a lesson, because she, poor girl ! is wanted at' 
home : she has lost her mother^ atid, young as shd 
is, has the care of her father's house and a family 
of little brothers and sisters.' 

They walked to a cottage at one of the gates, 
where dwelt a woman who had the care of theit* 
poultry, and who baked the bread for their family j 
they then strolled through the hamlet, where evQry 
cottage seemed the concern of Gertrude's com* 
panion : some were in better order than otiiers ; 
and from the inhabitants of some $be met mor^ 
encouraging returns of gratitude timn from otb^ri i 
in one, Gertrude saw a sad appearance of sloth 
and negligence : * That woman,* said Elizabeth 
Frankland, * is on her good behaviour ; we are 
trying to make her do better, and we must not de» 
spair ; we must not content ourselves with pleasant 
objects; for perhaps it is right that our patieiicd 
should be tried ; and if we can rescue one fellow-* 
creature from the love of dirt, we shall be repaid^, 

Gertrudes 

. * A very humble estimtdou of our powers of \nt»r^titig aiyl 
^iDusiog, ba», many times in the putimg togtther tj^i:^ i%trnftp 
of a sirorky made our courtfe faiter» and vur heart yiok } \^^ 
ai th^ p^eseot Mpmentt m^ 6el a okm K9 fvcjr i^ciof i4 

r . If i approbatiouy 
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Gertrude t\'as careful to return by Lady Lux-* 
more's hour of risiag. Breakfast, that most cbear^ 

fill 

approbation, and even of gratitude, that a reader can bestow; 
fur we have a proof of good sense, a deed ot benevolence, a 
trait of beavenly charity to brini; forward, which it cannot 
often be possible to produce for example. A lady of our 
accjuaiatancc, of a family whose delight is to do good, misserf 
from her pew in her parish-church, several prayer-books, 
some of which, being of hereditary value, she was particularly 
unwHlrng to lose. She reasoned on the probable fate of these 
books, and concluded, that they roust have been first stolen, 
and then converted into money, by pledging or selling them. 
The situation being a village, not obviously afl'ording a re- 
ceptacle for goods thus obtained, she farther concluded, that 
the. nearest place containing a pawnbroker's shop, must be 
that where they were deposited : to this place she went, and* 
instantly found her stolen property. As her own acumen- 
had led her in the search, and the search was successful, some 
credit is due to her sagacity ; but the claim made by her 
strong sclise to our applause, is trifling in comparison with 
what we have to tell. On enquir} , she found that her books 
had' been pawned by two abandoned young women, whom 
•be traced to an abode of wretchedness, almost untenantable* 
by a human being, and where they were suffering eycry de- 
scription of misery. — Having reason to hope that a life of 
vice was not their choice, she and her family rescued 
therr from this den, and making the wages of sin needless^ 
they maintained them in industry aiHl good habits for more 
than two months, during which lime they secured, for one 
of them, the only vacancy in the ^lagdalen Hospital ; for the 
other, they sought employment, while they gave her every 
encouragement to do well; but, alns! in her, the contrary 
tendency was predominant, and after all that could be done 
by vigilance, admonition and kindness, she was content to 
forego comfort and resume misery ; and it would have been 
idedcy to force farther behclits where ihcy were so ill under- 
stood. Of tkc Magdalen^ they received the ht$% reports from 

tk<M 
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ful meal of the day ! was here peculiarly cheai^vt, in 
a south room, opening on the lawn, not yet visited 
by the sun, and offering an elegant plenty, without 
that groaning load which now renders the first meal 
of the day, a formidable business of digestion. 

To this, succeeded various morning-occupations. 
Gertrude was a little anxious as to the disposal of 
the countess, till she heard Mr. Frankland offer 
her a variety of plans which he would partake with 

those who had the superintendence of her conduct ; and when 
their hopes were the highest, that at the expiration of her so* 
elusion, she would, with a recovered character, enter agaia 
on the world a useful member of society, they were com- 
pelled to dismiss her former partner in iniquity. But though 
disappointed, they were not provoked : — the obdurate girl 
quitted their roof and their protection ; yet they suffered her 
to depart in peace, and their last words to her were, — and 
may they influence us all when wc would plead the impossi. 
bility of not resenting ingratitude ! * You arc going from 
thosic who would have been your friends, and who have as- 
sured you that you shall never want, while you deserve asbist- 
ancc : fed and clothed, you do not now feel your folly ; but ^ 
time may and will come, when you will reflect on it ; aad in 
that case, remember that whenever you are seriously disposed 
to lead a better life, these doors are still open to you ; and 
.the same kindness that rescued you from the situation you 
were found in, shall be exercised again, if you give any hope 
of endeavoring to deserve it.' 

We can make no comment on this little 'tale which would 
not ' chill the scene/ It must make its way to the heart, the 
conscience, the spul of every Christian; and with respect to 
the individuals whose example it rccominendS| we can sa^ 
poihing that expresses our own feeling, but * Be of good 
chcar : trust that your alms and pious endeavors are gone up 
for a, memorial before Him who will [levcr fail to reward the 
linccrc disciples of his ^n/ . ■ «.« 

Uer, 
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lierv while the young ones went on other excur* 
$iotis* Nothing proposed seemed exactl}* to meel 
her xii^tihes ; but she saved some trouble by carving 
for harself. She confest she had a great desire to 
see a large paved town a few miles off, which she 
had heard called ' London in miniature ;' the 
fthopSy she was told, wqre ^ quite equal to any ia 
Cbeapside,' and ' sometimes one met with bargains 
in such places.* Mrs. Hartley kindly ofiered her 
^ervices in this homely plan, and thus set Mr. 
Prankland at liberty to drive the ^arl to I^efth hill. 
Portargis attached himself to the two sons who 
^d fir^t received him, and with them took another 
circuit, while Geitrqde was engaged, first to walk 
Whh one party of the ladies, and then to rmtke a 
few calls with another. 

Her first visit >vas to a rustic building, which 
she had passed unobserved in her pre>^ious walk : 
it was planted out from view, and had originally 
ijeen an aviary ; but the genius of the preseni 
family not being suited to the robbing birds of thdr 
greatest blessing, for the sake of looking at them, 
their receplaclc had been turned into a girls' 
^ehodl, of which tw^o of the ladies, by turns, took 
'tbfe superintendence. The methods pursrued here, 
increased Gertrude's admiration of h^r friends ': 
a firm gentle plan was adopted ; and its success 
Wiift evident. From tliis building, a path whose 
toil seeiped formed fi-am the needles of the firt 
.with which a great extent was planted, led up a 
^teep, made easy by tlie steps tlie roots of the trees 
a^brc}^ i it met that patl) t^ which she had cnteNd 

the 
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the grounds on her arrival, crossing wliich, they 
descended a still slmrper hill^ all the way in sighjt 
of bold or inU^resting objects, and coming round 
to the house through a thicker aiid more variegate4 
plantation. 

J.ady Luxmore h^d not yet returned ; tlic ladicf 
renewed their neatness; and Gertrude was talvca 
a few miles round the ueigbborhood to m^ke visits 
tliat afforded her the sight of persons of the 'plear 
santest recommendations, and in which she was 
introduced, so as to participate the pleasure^ with^ 
out fieeling ti^aX ebe was a stranger. 

Some of 'the guests, the former day in the houses ' 
bad departed. The dinner-table was smaller^ the 
party stiU ioore drawn together, and all in tlye per- 
fect enjoyment of what seemed their own peculiar 
iiappiness, without the exception even of tlie coun- 
tess. Surely, thought <iertrude, in seeing her so 
very little like henself, a nione liberal plan of living 
would be salutary to Lady Luxmore's mind :— 
tliere must be some ufierit in .her mortification at 

home; for here she enjoys herself completely. 

No, Gertrude, you arc wrong ; there is no merit 
in such renunciations on such principles ; but 
Lady Luxmore is fitted to enjoy nothing but what 
she thinks she claims from others. 

The second evening passed, even more swiftly 
than the first : new subjects called out Gcrtrude*s 
curiosity; she stored up all that she thought she 
coulvl make productive, and took leave for the 
night, bitterly regrettini; that it was the last. 

-,> ' ^Vith 
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With Still greater regret, did she, the next morn^ 
ing, after a breakfast punctual to the minute that 
suited the travellers, make her fareweU-acknow- 
ledgments, and turn fpom the lovely lasses of Hit*' 
bury. She would have admired the uncommon 
beauty of the drive from the house, — but she was 
going from it. 

■ I cannot tell how it was,' said the viscount, 
when at the end of the next stage, Hilbury and 
its inhabitants were spoken of; * but I never felt 
more perfectly at my ease, though I was afraid of 
every word 1 said. I would not for the world 
have done any thing to displease those sweet girls, 
the gentlemanly lads, or that delightful ipan the 
father, or even good Mrs. Hartley.— Lord, lord I 
what a world this would be, if all people were 
like them ! one should wish never to quit it'-rr 
* One might be Jitter to quit it,* said Lord Lux- 
more with more than his usual gravity. ^ It's fine 
judging,' said the countess : ^ they say you should 
eat a peck of salt with people, before you know 
them/ 
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CHAPTER LVII. 

female 'dkputants* The journey termwated. An aisiduoit$ 
a^ent. Gentle admQnition, fjandscape of Brighton* The 
ttudent and his studies. * The Old Gentleman/ The ttu-* 
dent puzzled. Athenian morals. The student in facor. 
Kfsumal industry. Encpuragemeni, Apian. 

The travellers were soon out of sight of Hilbury ; 
end Gertrude was at liberty to enjoy what sl)Cl 
could see of the country, now that, by an improved 
disposition of the six band^boxes, they were piled 
up even with her chin, against the drawn*up glass, 
on the side where the prospects were the finest 
Lady Luxinore s cough broke the peace ; the wea- 
ther had changed to comparative cold, land thence 
resulted an enquiry on her part, as to her share in 
• the basket, left behind/ 

Neither of her attendants could inform her of 
what she might find or naiss at the end of the jour- 
ney ; and from this uncertainty sprang up a luxu- 
riant crop of forebodings that, wanting the neces- 
saries of life, she should meet her death, instead 
of regaining health, at Brighton. As this bore hard 
pn the performances of the damsels, and they were 
of characters very different, the rebukes were re- 
jceived with tears by the one, and taunts by the 
ptlier ; and Gertrude, without being able to Shield 

her 
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her patroness, had a proof of the ascendancy an ill 
temper in ourselves gives othiers over us. The 
countess, proud, haughty, disdainful, and in ge- 
neral fully able to return railing for difference of . 
opinion, had now met witli more than her matcl), 
and heard truths, which none but one extremely 
her inferior, would have dared to tell lier. At 
time^ she endeavored to regain the ground she 
had jslipt from ; but the attempt only drew down 
a fresh torrent of inmetive, ahnost amountiog to 
abuse ; and she was first compelled to desire that 
no more nuigbt be said on the subject, and then to 
try to bring tbe poisserde into better temper* lest 
9iii^ ^ould, on reaching Brighton, carry into ex- 
ecutiofi her muttered threat, that sbe might cook 
^ beraelf when she got tliere, b& ' »he knew ther^ 
vere tnore places ibfts parish-churches' by the sea- 
iiidb, mid ahe could, * any day of the week,' get 
me more profitable than her ladyship's. 

GcTtrude'rsikractical ig|K>rance made her dread lest 
&he should have to endure, in an aggravated degree, 
tbe efi'ect of this unequal altercation : slie thougjit 
thai what imd been anready sufficiently disagreeable^ 
«?Q0ki aow beoooie intolerable; but 6nding herself 
fltistitken, w^d^jerceivingthat,on tl)e contrary, Lady 
Luxmore was, during the rest of tbe stagp, more 
than comnsonly kiinl, that she moved two or three 
nf the band-boxes, because * it was not fair' to 
•but tlie country from her view, and oflfered even 
to haye tlic second glass down, if ^liss Aubrey 
fouiifll'Hrtoo warm, she was taught thus lesson, ' that 
there is, in the adjustments of Uiis world, an even^ 

handed 
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handed justice^ vfaicfa not ooly ' returns the pojB(n>- 
ed chalice to our lipa,' but wfaicfa, in erery day's 
(events, makes us repay with tiie kit hand, u hat we 
have seized with the right: we may play the tyrant 
to the meek; we may oppress the innocent; but the 
lirst stiff spirit we meet with, will subdue our's; and 
ibe coarse brataiity of Cboae whom we despise, 
ahall avenge ibe injary w«e have dooe to those mbo 
iclaimed, at least, ibrbearance. 

They reached Brigbfeon in tioK for a late dkmer, 
and were met at the thoor of the principal holel by 
Mr. Sylvaoas ReynarAson, ivham an iiitimation of 
ibe deMgaa of the aoble Axnily bad iaterefiled in 
procuiiog tiaem an abode, and sndaoad to remove 
A-om a neighboring iratering-piaoe, Ibat kt oiigbt 
be at toad to ofibr his serricas. 

' The v»x)uot W9B no Btnangar to the place ; it 
sdw within a maraing'a idkneia af Abh^ Sdofrcaits 
fnanae trnversity; asnd he and Syiaanus had en- 
joyed some^lioB diere wliicli vrem aoiDBtsnes i*- 
cawftioasly ic&kided to «a Jihe ^vmgress nf tioe con- 
Yersafti^y biit always -suppressed try m lack or a 
^store ir4jm Portasgis, vrhea 'Gertrude iocted 
grave. To fKiMier Ae earl nor the oountass ^iiats 
^e place foreign tend:; IK) Gertmie it was arowd, 
aMsd, k^ 9II %ai^s, strange. 

A boose ea «be Marine IPamde hsd bten tt^ 
4oarod hy Ae assiikuoos Mt. 'Reyma d^lbn : it aaet itie 
ai;pf»K)b«Eliim' (ot the oountess^ and could peoeite 
Vkeoi ID m^ evening. 

<T6nriide 4t)eiRg ^ordered to pneoede those "wbo 

HPjbU mA waiMi the viaooMtit aad Mr. iteynardaon 

quitted 
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•quitted theii' wine to escort her; and when she had^ 
^'ith some difficaity, dismissed them, she prepaied 
for the reception of her principals. It cost tbc 
viscount some stratagem to return for half aa 
hour's conversation, before his father and mother 
could interrupt him ; and he made use of the op- 
portunity, notwithstanding it was Jittle of Ger* 
trudc's attention that he could hope for, while she 
Tias engaged in unpacking and disposing of the 
baggage. By offering his services, and really, be- 
ing serviceable, he, however, edged in those com- 
mendations of his friend Sylvanus, which he hoped 
would efface any unfavorable impressions, and 
concluded his undertaking for his im})eccabilitj, 
by saying, when she appeared less ardent on tbe 
subject than he was, and when he perhaps began 
to suspect she had more prudence than himself, 
* I don't say that Syl. is just the fellow you would 
most like : he may not please youj . for you can 
know nothing of the world ; and, indeed, X am as 
cautious as you can be^ for I give you my honor, 
- 1 never take his word in any thing ; yet he's a mon- 
strous good fellow, as .any in the world, and be 
will be very useful to us, if he gets into Lady Lux- 
morc's favor, for then you can go for a sail with 
us, and she can't growl. I shall tell her the 
French will ta]ce her if she stirs: aa to my father, 
he can't jump about yet; and so I shall have you 
to myself; and then, oh! if a brisk, wind would 
but carry us somewhere, where we might nev^ 
•hear another word of them, how happy should I 
be ! Do you know, Gatty^ I ^m very (huch al- 
tered ? 
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ered? I am growing quite sedate: I think I 
ihould like a farm, or even to go irtto the church, 
ID I could but live quietly with yoti ; for most 
>eopIe are so silly ; — but you are always chcarful 
md good- humored ; and you have no affectatioi : 
[ always see what you mean. Now I am subject to 
juch horrid low spirits whenever I am not amused ! 
ind lam always being forced to be something I am 
lot, except when I am with you. O ! if we could 
>iit live like those people at Hilbury ! — I shall 
iream of them. You do not know me, I am sure, 
jr you would not treat me as you do. Put me in 
my other situation but this horrid one, of playing 
;he hypocrite to my mother, watching my father, 
3ind trying 1 fear, in vain ! ta make you love nie, 
and you will see what I am.* 

.' It must be a very common error,* said she, aj 
she moved about, and he followed her, * to sup- 
posle we could do our duty better in any station 
tban tliat allotted us: I doubt whether I am ex- 
empt from it myself; yet L think it very whole- 
some to be placed where we have not too much 
choice of action ; foi I am afraid if our diligence 
depended on our voluntary exertions, it would be 
v^ry imperfect* — But with regard to our delightful 
visit, which, 1 think, I shall never forget, I hope it- 
has shewn you how respectable and chearful quiet 
decorum is, and how very elegantly tlie duty to- 
wards parents may be performed : you saw those 
lyoung men were as respectful to their father as if* 
they had been infadts/ 

* AyeJ 
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' Aye ! — but then what a father !— It mu^t be i 
pleasure to obey such a man/ 

* But think then, Portargis, of the superior cre- 
dit of behaving well where it is less a pleasure.' 

* I should be ashamed of seeming dutiful to my 
fatlier and mother.' 

^ O ! you silly boy ! — what can be the shame ? 
I do not wonder at a wpman s feeling a&baiaed.of 
the respect she must pay to an undeserving bus- 
band ; because be may have been her own chcHce ; 
though even that does not exempt her in the leart 
from her duty ; but as we do not chuse,our parents^ 
we get praise instead of disgrace, let us humor 
them ever so much.' 

' This doctrine may suit you,' conchided the 
viscounty * better than it can mo; women were 
born to submit ; but you do not know what be* 
comes a young n^a,. or bow one should be lookfiA 
on, if one were found sneaking to unreasooihUi 
people : -one must have spirit. You, cannot ju4fl^ 
— though I own you are generally in the right; 
^d if you knew how I wish to be all I ought to 
be, which I know^ as well as you can tell me, I m 
not; you would have confidence in me. Thiok eC 
my disadvantage^) and pity nue ; think vhat a h-* 
tber!— what a mother j' 

This conversatiQn lasted through the: mmngb' 
ment of the hoi^, which was eptened ,on MtfifiA 
us possible : the evening was Moi favombU to jq^p 
Tine pleasures, and.G^rude, np( oaijoi, ti^ ffseicb 
of first impressions, rather inclinipd- tQ« ftp .p|^iWI 
she iiad heard, that the road to Brighton is far plea- 

santer 
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aanter tliaa .the place. The woods of Surry had 
served to improve the form of the hills, and to 
give inexpressible richness to the landscape ; she 
now saw only lines, which, however beautifully 
they might fall, were still but lines, and of conse- 
quence always obvious : the smell of the sea, un- 
fortunately, reached her olfactory powers, with a 
recollection of a room she had slept in, when fresh 
plastered ; ships did not interest her affections ; 
she wanted an oak-tree instead of a mast ; and the 
sea seemed to her> in its character of calnmess, and 
curled surface, a whole composed of small parts; 
its chafing disturbed her rest when she attempted 
to sleep ; and as she stood by its edge, the next 
morning, its restless motion gave her the idea of a 
perturbed mind. She resolved to suspend her de- 
cision till a storm should have shewn it in its ma- 
jesty; but not one occun^d lAiring her stay, that 
did not disappoint her expectation. 

Of the * terra firma,' thougli slie was forced to 
^nfess the downs fine, she soon conceived a still 
less favorable opinion: neither cultivation nor 
"spontaneous vegetation greeted her : hot sun, or 
wind that seemed only to bear about tiie heat of 
the sun, were the variations of the weather. 
The inhabitants or visitors, as far as her eye could 
judge, were still less to her taste; and tliough she 
was disposed to believe what Lord Poitargis as* 
serted, and his friend Reynar^json hinted, that the 
fault was in her^f if she was not in love whb 
Brighton^ she dKd not find tl)at the convielion, even 
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open as she was to it^ at all abated her percept 
lions. * 

The world, it is said, would be intolerable witli- 
out the interests of life ; arfopinion to which every 
social temper will subscribe, with the reservation 
of a cei-^in power in Omnipotence of making the 
world just what He pleases, even without the re- 
quisites supposed, by his creatures, indiapensiblj 
necessary. But there is little fear of the failure 
©f what is called interest^ while every one has to 
take care of himself; and of tliat species of it 
which exists in the focus of self, no places are 
more productive than those where to admit no care, 
teems a part of their constitution. 

No sooner were the earl and countess, by Mr. 
Sylvanus Reynardson's assiduity, comfortably fixed 
in tlicir abode, than^ looked round on each of 
the party, to judge how he might best conduct him- 
self towards them, individually and collectively- 
The ideas with which he met them, were not quite 
connect; he expected that farther acquaintance, 
would prove Lord Luxmore a fool, who plumed 
himself on having been dignified by a public cha- 
racter, in which bi^ipart was written for him, and 
where there was neither disgrace to be incurred 
nor credit to be gained: and of Lady Luxmore he 
judged that she was of the lowest description of 
sordidness, and an incessant virago. Portargis, 
he thought he knew; andof Miss Aubrey, we have 
hinted, he4iad drawn in his fancy a whole-length, 
figure of fine proportions ; but still he was con- 

vioced^ . 
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vinced, that in encouraging her to throw off dis- 
guise and coquetry, with her lover's friend, he 
should find, at the bottom of her heart, the ordi-^ 
nary rubbish which, his experience told him, was to 
be found at the bottom of all female hearts : he. 
concluded, therefore, that the tasks imposed on 
him by friendship, would be to blind the judgment 
of a weak father, and to stroke down the irrita* 
bility of an untractable mother; and for all this, as 
it was no new demand on his ingenuity, he was 
prepared, while to the. exertion he was stimulated 
by somewhat more than that substalntial reason for 
wishing well to a friend's marriage, that * it will 
make another house for us to dine at' Hymen, 
he designed, should pay the debts of Cupid ; and 
while he waited for a profitable stewardship of the 
Luxmore estates, he could content himself with 
the leakings of his friend's :||prse| and the use of 
lus interest 

In one point he had been sadly mb*led, before 
he knew tlie earl personally, but a moment's use of 
his eyes, on hb former rencontre with him^^ had 
set him right 

To the designations of a lather, which were 
fashionable some years ago, sudi as * Square-toes/ 
and ^ Hunks,' has succeeded tne apparently mor6 
respectful title ^ the Old Gentleman.' Lord^Dwin-' 
die had led the way, soon afler his establishment 
witli Abb^ Bonfront : it served to remind those 
about him, that he considered himself as the Apollo^ 
and his father as the Jupiter of bis fiaq|py-mytho- 
logy ; and when his diminutive lordship exhibited 

VOL. III. n his 
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his ' letigth of limb/ furnished at the expence of 
liis nobody, he certainly fancied he could refute, 
by styling his father ' the Old Gentleman,' the mh 
tion that he was liimself seaf cely entitled to be 
called ' the Young Gentleman/ 

There are advantages and disadvantages attend- 
ing all tnodes of education. One of the formery to 
be found in an establishment conducted like Abb6 
Boniront>i is^ that if the boy of highest rank ha{>f 
pen to be a fool, a knave, or a blockhead, the rest 
have a good chance for being so; if his dispositions 
are of a higher order, he is considered as favored 
Or skreened, and a coalition of hatred and envy is 
formed against him : there is, under the dominion 
of a servile teacher, no attrition, by which his na* 
tural asperities may be rubbed oflf: there is no 
counterpoise of evils ; there is no respect for ge* 
tieral opinion^ butlbe mind of every one becomes 
a stagnant pool of his own ; and bad habits are 
hedged in by the scum of their own putrid fermen- 
tation. 

If we may presume to suppose that any habit 
could be bad which ' that nice, that elegant, that 
interesting young ilian,* Lord Portargis had ever 
adopted, we shoidd say, that of calling his filths 
:^ the Old Gentlertian' was one : first, because bis 
father had,^ as }*et, no pretension to the title, and next 
as it was not meant to confer honor ; but, be this 
as it may, the habit be had got, though with that 
' power over it, which some brave men have over 
•modes of speech still more exceptionable. He 
used scarcely any other foim amongst * his friends,' 

3 but 
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hnt Gertrude bad heard it only once : the indjg- 
tiauty the contemptuous reception she gave it ; the 
ridicule with nhich she met it, were so fatal to the 
assumption, that his lordship thought lier forbear^- 
ance cheaply purchased by promising to offend no 
more. It was once said of a grave lawyer, th^it 
he had 'a local impudence:' Portargis hod a lo* 
eal modesty; and not all the arguments brought 
against even this virtue of time and place,— ^not ail 
the endeavors to persuade us that, in admitting this 
variation for our sakes, we make hypocrites, g^ 
convmce us tliat to compel any one to behave de- 
cently for a quarter of an hour, is of no value; bad 
habits are at one period of their generati(m as rare 
as good ones : we see what oppoi*tunity does fgr 
them : pray, pray, let us give some small chance — 
all the chance ia our power — to their opponei^. 

Mis-guided by the hint we have mentionod, 
and confirmed still more in his error by the cei*- 
lainty that Lady Luxoiore was veiy far from youdg, 
Mr. Rcynardson was, in his previoiis meeting with 
the earl, thrown out of his play, by perceiving that 
he awarded neitlier the hope of a speedy abdication 
of his possessions, nor any symptoms of an imbe- 
cile time of life; and tlie opportunity occurring now 
of &rther acquaintance, rendered the matter more 
desperate ; for if nature had not made him singu- 
lurly wise, experience had made him prudent; and 
as he had no violei^ passions that could be laid 
hold on to guide liim ; as he was subject to no starts 
of temper which obliged 4iira to atone, by mean 
submissions^ for as mean tyranny ^mo-a^ he had 

Q S none 
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none of that caprice which presents in rotation the 
offensive and defenceless parts of our characters ; 
and as, when he was in any doubt, he often used 
the expression, ^ I should be glad to do what is 
right,' Mr. Sylvanus Heynardson, in every inter- 
view, felt cast to a greater distance and into more 
perplexity. 

To his friend, the viscount, he found 4t in vam 
to look, even for directions, how he mi^ht serve 
him; for there was evidently, in his conversations, 
a shyness of introducing Miss Aubrey's name; and 
she was too near at hand for him to venture to over- 
leap the barrier, tliough it was a barrier, which 
resembling the chalk-circle that paralyses a (list- 
ened fowl, existed chiefly in the imagination* 

But in Gertrude herself he had met his most 
grievous disappointment : she realised none of the 
ideas he had imbibed from the viscount's first sketch 
of her : she was homely when compared to the 
Jund, the Venus, the Hebe, out qf which be 
seemed to have compounded her^: he heard none 
of those sentiments which accorded with the sam- 
ples he had received, of wisdom and viitue, and 
their paramount * good nature,' which those who 
need forbearance, make an anti-climax to prefer to 
them, for she said little spontaneously : he disco- 
vered none of those talents which Abb6 Bonfront's 
* Abreg6 de Thistoire d'Athfenes' for the use of his 
pupils, had enabled Portargis to transfer from As- 
pasia to his favorite: tlie Abbe had colored high, 
and had dwelt much on Aspasian influence : be 
had addressed the passions of ' his young men;' for 

ho 
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he treated of a period when the Areopagite pro* 
hibitions of false eloquence^ bad given wf^ to 
the revenge and licentious tyranny of him who 
corrupted Athens ; and he had secured their judg* 
ment by representing his ' liasons du coeur' as 
the servants of their fortunes. The Abb^ was not 
to be blamed for his methods ; they merited the 
censure who made use. of talents, wbicii, unlike 
those we have seen turned to the best purposes in 
their own and this country, had served, on one side 
the water, the cause of anarchical despotism, and 
were imported hitlier to makes slaves of the worst 
sort He had none of that loyalty which makes our 

friend L sigh at the name of his country ; 

he had made no sacrifices which needed the forti- 
tude of J — -. To get a daily subsistence had 

been his utmost view in France : to secure a yearly 
stipend was his enlarged ambition in England. 
Yet he aflfected the rank with the unfortunate, tlie 
expatriated, the despoiled, and called himself a 
sufferer in the misfortunes of his country. 

Not deeply read, his fertile imagination had 
been his reliance, and wisely endeavoring to im« 
part that of .which he bad the greater abundance, 
his pupils, when their feelings were excited, were 
sometimes incorrect in their recitals. Thus the 
viscount, in describing Gertrude, had dipt his pen** 
cil in the warm colors of his own pride and fancy ; 
and in the hands of such an artist, she could not 
escape caricature. ' ' 

In all his subsequent attempts to possess him-* 
self of some portion of her confidence, or to make 

ber 
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her betray herself tnto an obligatbD to his seciety, 
Mr. ^ynardson was so foiled, that be began to 
think he must turn his iatendona, and instead of 

• profiering his service to introduce the young cou- 
ple to the temple of Hymen^ must assist to bar 

^ them out; since every day of the first ten, hsid cod« 
tributed facts or observations to coovince him that 
the first hour of their union, would be the last of his 
influeace in the house of Luxmore. 

But Sylvanus was too wise to give up the game 
itierely because he had lost his queen : he waited 
«me bad move from his antagonist, and waited with 
that perfect commaod of temper which, is too good 
a power to be mcmopolised by gamblers* Under 
all bis doubts and anxieties, be yet saw a Iktle un- 
growth of smaller advantages^ which he did not 
mean to sacrifice ; and he continued his assiduitiea 
towards all the family, in the way most calculated 
tl) ingratiate himself with each. 

Lord Luxmore, in the compass of this period^ 
had often wished ' Portargis would take example 
by that admirable friend of his \ and the countess 
seemed to take pleasure in not differing from her 
busband. Though the viscount was more pru« 
dent than hei^tofore, he was not less attached 
to his friend, and Mr. Reynardson might have 
been well satisfied with the sentiments of every 
one, but of Gertrude, who not presuming to decide, 
but not prone to be dazzled, was not quite certain 
that she quite liked Mr. Reynaidson ; she could 
fix on nothing to object against, but his great civi- 
lity, and the expression of his eye^; and conse« 

quently 
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queotly U> neither of thesis circwmtgino^ did &he 
ever object 

It would not be new to our readers or particu- 
larly agreeable to our fifnaU ^tock of pat^ce, to 
journalise the proceedings of a fan^ly at Brpg^tw* 
Lord Luxmore lived, a« for as hj« nefnaiaiog Uqm^ 
ness would alk>w, very ipgcb like other d(^cent idle 
lordfl on the sea-coast : ivtw At hojm, he ^ve a 
succession of audiences frooi the froaUwindows 
of the drawing-room, where he and his eountess 
sate ; and much of every day wa4 spent in eociety, 
that did not disgrace him. The ^ounUm*^ con- 
nexiofis increased daily, by those hooks laod eyes 
which persons of similar tastes carry abwt Uie«a ; 
and Gertrude, who was not waoted in agreeable 
hourst was suffered to enjoy a dull back-drnwini^ 
roooi by herself, to which the visoMmt brought htr 
whatever books she roquested» end every thing (hat 
chance or his own knowledge of her taste enabled 
him to add to her pleasures : she attended Ludy 
Luxmore in her ebort waika for exercise : she ac-^ 
compaaied her airings when they liad no obyec^t, 
and was with the &mily in l^e e^enjing, if th^y 
were at home. She was, jthere^bret in no dfmg^r 
of being ruined, even by the dissipation oi &^gh- 
ton. 

But comparing her life with former parts /of it, 
she felt it ungrateful to complaiQ. Could she 
have revived Mr. Sterliog, she would have calJLed 
herself hap{^; but bis connection with all the 
operations of her mind* was too close ; and she 
felt, occasionally, relief in the disturbance she en- 
dured 
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dured firom the eaii and his son, who chose to gi^ 
out of the way a little, in their movements about 
the house, to make her sitting-room their path. 
The earl pleaded the uninterrupted surface of 
carpet : the viscount now first vowed vengeance 
on his cordwainer for the creaking of his boots. 

In passing her table, both of them noticed her 
employments. Lord Luxmore was surprised at 
'the success of an attempt to copy a little print m 
the room, and asked her if she would like to have 
the attendance of a master. He took up a book 
and found it a classic : she told him that Lord Port- 
^ argis was so good as to give her half an hour when 
fa^ could spare the time: his lordship lau^iin^ 
- requested that she would keep him up to this prac- 
tice, as the only way to prevent hb forgetting all 
he had learnt, and repeating his offer of a drawing- 
master, took on himself to procure Lady Laxroore's 
concurrence ; but her ladyship saw * no necessit/ 
for it, and therefore it could not be. Portaigis 
offered the battering-ram, where the procedure by 
sap had failed ; but Gertrude prohibited all inter- 
ference : and he had then no resource but telling 
bb friend, Reynardson, ' what a brute' his mother 
had been. 

Whatever compassion Sylvanus might feel for 
an oppressed girl, it did not, in this instance, abate 
his increasing dread of her elevation : he was not 
hard hearted ; he felt the cruelty that was described 
to him, and he would have been happy to com- 
pensate for it to the sufferer, by any plan that 
ivould take her out of his way ; and if this plan 

cQuld 
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could have included the rendering her, in any de* 
gree, obliged to him, it would have come with an 
additional recommendation to his promptitude; 
but what could he do, circumstanced as he was ? 

Rather should he have asked himself, what would 
he not do ? spurred by increasing want, embar- 
rassed by multiplying demands, and rendered des- 
perate by the brutality of a vicious lather, who. 
having not seen him since his infancy, had answered 
a frantic resolve to throw himself into his pre- 
sence, by an unfeeling prohibition^ and a heavy 
curse. 

Sylvanus seldom stirred without looking round 
htm ; and the complaint made to him by Portargis, 
gave him new food for thought. It convinced him 
that, if lie meant to discard Gertrude as a useless 
or an untractable puppet in his drama, no direct 
means would answer the purpose: to detach 
Portargis he held very possible ; but to snatch hia 
object from him, would only make him grasp it 
more tenaciously. To smotiicr Gertrude with be- 
nefits was more feasible, and might be as fatal ; 
or if he made her a handsome way out of a sta- 
tion which be did not chusc her to occupy, his mo- 
rality did not teach him he had much to answer 
for. She removed, he did not doubt he could 
place in her room, a successor, whose gratitude 
would requite him ; but as he lived under some in* 
fluence of female attraction, and was himself — 
though he did not brag of it — a talher, something 
in his nature, or in his circumstances, bade him 

soften. 
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eoften, as they regarded another^ those metsurcs 
>?hich be £Eincied his necessities made requisite to 
liimself. 

To serve Gertrude, therefore, was now his ob- 
ject; and as be durst not attempt it himself, to 
make a Iriend for her was the path he bad to pur- 
sue : in the choice, he was not embarrassed ; but 
having seen enough of Lady Luxmore, to be aware 
that nothing intended for ti\e benefit of her prote- 
geCf could be cficctual, unless addressed ostensibly 
to herself, he knew what he had to do» and decided 
on doing it without delay. 

As a beginning, he took advantage of an io^ 
crease la Lady Luxmore s indisposition, which 
confined her for a couple of days, to lament, that 
amongst all her acquaintance, she had not some 
one who was sufficiently at leisure for the gratifica- 
tions of domestic friendship. Would her ladyship 
allow him to introduce to her an old friend and 
favorite of his, with whom he lived on the plea- 
santest terms ? — lie was well aware of the neces- 
sity of caution in an introduction to persons of 
distinction; but Lady £lma de Ruses rank spoke 
for itself, and he was sure she would prove a most 
desirable addition to her ladyships society: he 
knew she would be at the libraries in the evening ; 
and if her ladyship was well enough to take Miss 
Aubrey's arm so far, lie should be happy to bring 
tiiem to a personal knowledge of each other. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER LVIIL 

An agrceabk introduction, A fascinating woman • An offered 
friendship. A sertovs discussion. A visitor to the Botanie 
garden. FrtMcA frivoUt^. Mfona of subsistcMe. Am 
averted icoiding. Imessing to good purpose. 

At the library that evening, Lady Luxmore and 
I^dy Elma de Ruse met, and were introduced to 
each other's friendship by that able negociator Mr* 
Sylvanus Reynardson. Gertrude was present ; and 
at the first glance' of Lady Ehna, took her station in 
perfect quiescence in the back-ground. — ^There are 
claims which the meekest feel^ inclined to resist ; 
there are rights in which the proudest and most 
presuming must concur ; of the latter description 
^%^rc Lady Elma*s titles to deference ; but whilQ 
they demanded respect, they inspired no fear; and 
Gertrude's step backward was, the next moment, 
encouraged into, at least, half a step forward. 

In her ladyship's deportment were joined all 
those indications which serve as the inscriptions on 
virtues. To manners' of the highest class, and 
the most finished elegance, were added a frankness 
so nearly allied to humility, that whatever distance 
her noble birth placed between her and an inferior, 
was in a few minutes forgotten, in the seeming ne- 
cessity of giving her that self-opinion and con- 
fidence which were requisite to support ijer.jjpwer 

of 
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of pleasing. To every one, her behavior was 
measured so liberally by her quick perception of 
right, and her generous wish to do aomewhat 
more, that all within the circle of her notice, were 
satisfied without being elated : — if they thought her 
polite, beyond the common bounds of {loliteness, 
it was accepted as what was granted^ not as what 
might be demanded ; and she was praised for mak- 
ing the cordiality of her feelings triumph over, 
without diminishing, the etiquette of her rank. A 
disdain of flattery — the most flattering of all con- 
descension! avouched her sincerity; aud the bril- 
liancy of her conversation and tlie playfulness of 
her gestures, while the one commanded applause^ 
and the other promoted gay good humor, seized 
heads and Hearts of ail descriptions; and the infinite 
variety of her powers produced an opinion, that 
delivered itself uniformly, wherever Lady Elmawas 
thought on, in ' the tributary epithet JaschiatingJ 

Under such a contrast, Gertrude would ha?& 
known presently her extreme inferiority, had she 
ever presumed on comparing herself with others; 
but removed, by the ii>sularity of her own situa* 
iion, from all competition, depressed into a con- 
viction that she ^ was nobody ;' and having no am* 
liition ' to be somebody,' sh» was content to see kow 
it wasy in others, to be uncommonly agreeable. If siie 
was, in this first conversation with Lady £lma 
which Mr. Reynardson kept up with assiduous spi- 
rit, conscious that she could not speak as did Lady 
Ehna, a pardonable degree of self-love, somewhat 
supported by truth, whispered to her that she had 

not 
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not had similar advantages ; and certainly a noble 
extraction, an education in Paris, when Paris was 
the focus of the world, an' honorable marriage with 
a man of rank in the army, whom anarchy drove 
with his wife into an exile that add^, by great vi« 
cissitudes, to whait she had to tell, had given to her 
powers a scope and a fund, not to be attained in ' 
the common routine of domestic life. Disdaining 
danger, despising complaint, submitting to her des« 
tiny, and making tlie best of it for herself and a 
husband, who was dying under the distresses of his 
country, she had fulfilled many painful duties, and 
nourished much virtue ;— but Lady Elma was born 
with a character: — she was ambitious and she was a 
coquet: and though the elegancies, the convcnicn- 
cics, or even the comforts of life, were not the im- 
mediate object of her grasp, to suffer nothing to in* 
teifere with her views, and to admit no one to 
share in the admiration she claimed, were points 
on which she egotised as tenaciously, as any the . 
most avowedly covetous of this world's more pal- 
pable goods ; but not even her failings prevented 
her being, as long as she was a wife, exemplary in 
that character, when called on as a friend most zeal- 
ous in her exertions, or when resorted to for con- 
solation, or even for amusement, a woman the best 
adapted to these o$ces of society. When deprived 
of her husband indeed, she soon ceased frqm the 
irrationality of unavailing grief; 



* For ahl no sighs the past recp.ll, 
Xo cries awake the dead/ 



When 
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When friends no longer needed every strenuoui 
application of thought, she sometimes forgot Ibem. 
Those whom slie had consoled with the tenderest 
sympathy, she did not always, in her private ofu- 
nion, think worthy of it; and when ' pour se £un 
aimable,' peeped from behind the wingg of the 
loves and graces, which played in her eye» and dan- 
ced upon her forehead, those who are accustomed 
to ring their gold before they pocket it, %vere less 
prone, a second time, to set open the ivory portab 
of tlieir affection. Yet with all these abatements, 
she added daily to her conquests ; and if she lost 
links from one end of her cliain, she gained them at 
the other. In her wandering widpwod life, she 
left a name at all the many resorts of fashion and 
idleness, which, in the course of the year's revolu* 
tion, were hei* successive places of abode. 

No one will have tl)e smallest curiosity to knotr 
what was Lady Elma's person : it is enough to say it 
was not bad : lier countenance, every one will per- 
ceive, needeti only fine eyes — ^tliese she had; and her 
mind, and her imnd did the rest for her beauty: 
jher age was under thiity-live and above thirty, the 
most convenient of all periods of life for that sort 
of amphibious empire which, to descend to a vol* 
garism, makes ' all fish that comes to net.' When 
we have said that she dressed uncommonly mell 
: with a very slender purse, tlie reader understands 
as perfect Ij/ as ux do^ Lady Lima dsc Ru.se. 

Lady Luxmore proposed calling at Lady Lima's 
halj-house^ the day folloNvin>5 their meeting at the 
library; and in this visit Gertrude, as she had not 

been 
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been introduced by the countess, was not disap- 
pointed in having no share : but on the following 
mprningy when on quitting her chamber, which 
looked against the back of a house she could nearly 
have reached with her hand, she came into the 
front drawing-room in hopes of being pleased with 
the sea, her throwing up the sash made a lady look 
up, whom she immediately recognized, in her morn- 
ing-dress, as Lady Eima de Ruse. With the most 
gracious affability, she invited her to walk ; and 
hesitation and excuses were o^r-ruled by intreaty. 
With manners like Lady Elma's, and a sense of 
her condescension, such as Qk.rtrude felt, a few mi« 
nutes sufficed to make the one seem to forget, and 
the other not wish to remember, that this was their 
first meeting. * If I may trust you,' said her 
ladyship, * you will save me a vast deal oijiuess'wg 
and trouble, both which I hate. I do not ask you if 
you can keep a secret — if you cannot, you put it ou( 
Qi my power to be of use to you. ' — She then reveal- 
ed Mr. Reynardson's having bespoken her friendly 
interest for her. ^ I hear,' said she, * that Lad^ 
Luxmore has refused you the advantage of a draw^ 
ing-master :'— she did not add, ' Mr. Reynanlson is 
afraid Lord Portargis will marry you, and desires 
me to prevent it' — ^biit she told her she knew tlie 
tyranny under which she lived : — she did not >nsh to 
comment on it — she would much rather assist to 
alleviate it. ' Conversation,' said she, ^ embo- 
dies* evils, and fixes their existence; let us rather 

« 

try to make tliem vanish into air. I could, per- 
haps in a few daysiy by studying the characters of 

. your 
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your principals, and availing myself of their foiblcS^ 
obtain for you tlic indulgence you have been re^ 
fused ; but thii is precarious, as I have my way to 
make with them. The shortest niethody I beltevci 
will be to profess myself your friend; and this, if I 
understand your disposition rightly, I am most 
willing to be.' — * I am not rich,' said she, * very 
far otlierwise ; but I have enough for my wants, and 
I have a very independent spirit — I am alas! my 
Ov n mistress; and though I live a good deal in the 
world, I have a little time to spare, which I shall 
be huppy to render serviceable to you, particu- 
larly as I supposCy your accomplishments are of 
importance to you.' 

Lady Elma paused, but Gertrude, not perceiv« 
ing it, or else having nothing, poor girl ! to say, 
sLe proceeded : ' I do not offer my services in the 
common language of the world : what tliey amount 
to, you will soon be able to judge: I mean strictly, 
thai if you can make me useful, you need only say, 

• Lady Elma, do so— or so,' and I shall say, 

* Thank you, Miss Aubrey.' But so far you 

and I must understand each other : I do not con- 
ceive myself at all qualified to finish the accom- 
plibhments of any one intended for the upper cir- 
cles of life; but I think I could aid an industrious 
girl who depended on her talents for any part of 
her subsistence. I have no right, neither I am sm^ 
have I any wish, to ask questions; but, witliout 
being guilty of this rudeness, I shall have every sa- 
tisfaction necessary to my proceedings, if you allow 
me to say that it is on the supposition that 1 am 
riglhtly informed, that I offer mv small services. 

Mr. 
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3\f r. Reynardson tells me you are the daughter $t 
a most respectable clergyman ; that, ort his death, 
Lady Luxmore took you from yodf mother, to edu« 
cate and bring up as a protegicj as is the fashion 
now ; that not having been educated herself, you 
have been denied many accomplishments you 
ought to have had; that you depend entirely on 
her ; that her temper is very capricious ; and that 
it is highly probable she may leave you to make 
your way in the world, without any provision.' 

* Tis exactly my situation,' replied Gertrude, 
without hesitation or faltering. 

* Well ! then,' pursued Lady Elriia, * if you do 
not politely deceive me for the sake of making me 
of importance; if you have really no lover, no 
prospect of a connexion that may make me asham- 
ed of intruding my benevolences on a fine ladyj 
but if you really are a good little girl, who would 
be glad to improve her useful accomplishments^ 
and has not all the means she deserves, I am at 
your service.' 

* Indeed,' replied Gertrude, looking a little 
downwards, * I have no dependence in thfs world 
but on my industry. I every day expect some* 
thing to occur that may make Lady Luxmore wish 
me to quit her : — and my prospect is forlorn. I 
have a mother ;~but she has unhappily oflbnded 
Ladv Luxmore : and I fear she will rather want 
my assistance than be able to afford me any.' 

Mr. Reynardson now came up on horseback ; 
he dismounted to walk witkthe ladies. Gertrude 
began to ask herself what she ought to do in ac-r 

VOL.111. K know ledgmeiit 
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Ipaw ledgment of the interest he bad taken in her 
fortunes ; but Lady Elma settled tbe aiatter with 
promptitude, ^nd reading her doubt in her looks^ 
she whispered, as he dismounted, ^ Not a word.' 
She was obeyed^ and a conversation ensued, which 
m^rht or oiight not have a relation to the subject 

They slaayed to a little distance from the houses. 
^ I am no friend/ said I^dy £lma» seeing a £emale- 
schopl taking their morniog-walk on the down^ 
^ to Uie common mode in which the girb of this 
3aid G^eat Britain of your's, are educated. Look 
at those miserable children, with their books at 
their noaes — what can tliey gain by exercise, so 
fettered r and aitej all, what ih they learn ? Ask 
th^m, when they come home from tbe hot-houses 
where their little sickly talents have been drawn 
up, what abilities tltey bring with them : to what 
do they amount? — Scotch steps, Irish steps, French 
steps — and Heaven knows what steps^-^certainly 
stand first : tiwy will talk, perhaps, of history aa4 
geography, and languages and trigonometry, and 
probably of that science which that detestable wit 
Voltaire has so i^^ell ridiculed in his ' Jeannot et 
Colin/ as ending in Oft, but which you call herakU 
ry : — but what do your girls here, by which they 
could maintain tliemselves ? unless, indeed, it be by 
imperfectly teaching what; I may say, they still 
more imperfectly know ; for after all, they under- 
stand nothing—they can only repeat. Now, under 
the old regime of France, women had, fortunately 
for them, more implements, if yop will admit tlie 
expression, put into tiieir hands ; and they had tlie; 

po^er 
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power to be well-educated, if they chose it. The 
fiources of knowledge were more open to them ; and 
no woman was ever ashamed of being supposed to 
have resorted to them. I have often, I remember, 
when a girl, heard of ladies whose mornings were 
spent in transcribing from books in the king's li- 
brary ; and under the new form of government, 
this point is considered, and women have advan- 
tages equal with those offered to men of science.' 

* You must give me leave,' said Mr. Reynard- 
son, * to differ from you, Lady Elma. I grant 
you that French women always possessed that ad- 
vantage which arij^es from having what Florian calls 
* toute sa tcte.' No question of powers or suc- 
cess, no doubt of a favorable reception ever dis- 
turbs them; therefore, as they can always shew what 
they attain, they must carry away applause from 
our females, who, content with * submissive 
charms,' would forego all superiority rather than 
assert their claims to it. You certainly have an 
advantage over me, in having lived in France ; but 
unless climate alters nature, not merely in the pro- 
geny but in the specific individual, I should suppose 
that the French women here, araj^b&t they were in 
their own country ; and ^]|^^mB^^ saw a 

greater proportion of thlf^wS^TOr'^rrogant, or the 
frivolous, than I have seen amongst them. I grant 
that no English woman has a chance against them, 
if each is to be seen but once ; but what English 
woman would condescend to be judged by this 
ephemeral opinion ? Their own country furnishes 
anecdotes in abundance that prove their freedom 

R 2 from 
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from diflldcncc, and their reliance on their sex and 
their privileges ; but I can judge only firoin that 
^vilich I have seen here : and I own it does not cap- 
tivate me:-**! am persuaded tiiat they exercise 
their power of pleasing as condescension ; and the 
intrepidity with which they can bear to be wixxig, 
is astounding to an English mind. — * N^importc 
is a phrase that carries them a long way/ 

* But they learn it of the men,' replied Lady 
Hhna, * and with them it is ludicrously common. 
Colonel de Ruse was travelling post, with three 
horses abreast — the middle one a very tall one — 
tli3 oft-horse broke out of his harness and ran 
away — the postillion w as not aware of it. Tlie co- 
lonel called to him^ * Le cheval est parti* — N'ira- 
portc,' he replied, and proceeded. But. as to tlic 
sn}!g froid of ignorance — do you not remember 
;Mrs. Marlin's going to the botanic garden at Chel- 
sea, and complaining to me afterwards that I had 
mis-led her by saying the gardeners w ere attentive 
anfl ready to answer any question ? — Perhaps you 
never heard the catastrophe of the business. I 
spoke to the gardener and recalled her to his me- 
mory, expressing my concern that she had not 
seen any of tiiiidnr plants : — the man answered in 
his native nordidni*^Mlsent, ' And what could I 
shew to a lady who asked me if I had got any Jt- 
reriom ? 

* Jererums?' repeated Gertrude involuntarily. 

* Yon may well ask?' said Lady Elma: ' tlie 
^romaa meant Geraniums. Now such a thin<T is 
tew pardonable in an English woman tlian in a 

Gaul, 
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Gaul, because, as you all are,' in general, retired 
characters, at least the good among you — for I ne- 
ver consider myself as of the country — you are 
never obliged to come forward ; and if there be 
any excuse for flippancy and volatility in the liglit 
air — O ! the delightful, the ecstatic atmosphere of 
France! — which makes those born in it speak first 
and think afterwards, it can not be pleaded in your 
blue fog and oppressive humidity. But remember 
my argument was originally that your girls arc 
not taught what would conduce to their resources 
under such calamities as France has endured/ 

* There again I differ from you,* said Mr. Rey- 
nardson, * As calamity gave Louis seize that for- 
titude and that character which he never possessed 
in happier days, so I conceive that personal dis- 
tress gave your French favorites their powers of 
acquiring a subsistence.' 

' Why you cannot suppose/ said Lady Elma 
laughing, ' that in seeing their houses pluiulcred, 
and their relation j murdered, they i eceived lessons 
that taught tbem sciences and manufuctures.' 

* But, my dear creature,' said Reynardson, * what 
is it they have done, which my countrywomen, even 
moderately educated, would not do, if called on ? 
Tocopt^jder the higher departments of exerted in- 
dustry — have they done much in literature ? or wiil 
you say that a French woman, I may say ot the 
highest rank now in this country, can write, even a 
letter, that would not disgrace a sister of mine ? — 
They have not built bridges or houses ; they have 
not bepn carpenters or even turners ; they have 

dpuQ 
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done precisely what our young women, under the 
bame circumstances^ would do: they have employed 
their fingers in works of ingenuity, and they have 
taught elegant accomplishments— and if we sup- 
pose that none iiave presumed to teach, but those 
who had learnt well, it must be that either we have 
never put them to the test, or that we take for 
granted that, being French, they must be perfect. 
But I confess I see no reason for imagining that 
the country, taken in its collective capacity, lias 
altered its national character. And he who said, 

* All sciences a fasting Monsieur knows/ 

would, I believe, if he could rise from his grave 
and be conveyed to Paris, see that Mesdames are 
only the ibininines of his instance, and perhaps 
conclude, from the subjugation under which he 
would sec the kingdom, tliat his second line was not 
written hastily. I like many of the Trench I meet 
with, extremely, on account of the vivacity of their 
talents, and the ready change they carry about then 
for the purposes of conversation; but their volatility 
ulways otTcnds me. I have tried to serve some 
whom I have seen in tl)e deepest distress :— I have 
taken pains for them ; and perhaps the day aftec 
they have told me a tale of woe, enough to make 
ones flesh crcc|), when I liave sought them out to 
propose something which I had secured for their ad» 
vantage, I have found theh: feelings and their views 
quite changed; and they have preferred some shifit 
ing plan of their own, or scarcely recollected mine. 
I have been dismissed w ith what thof term sang 
froid and / call matcliless impudence ; and they 
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have come to me again, in three days, telling me 
their new projects were abandoned, and requiring 
me to detail, for their acceptance or rejection, what 
I had before taken all the pains in my power to 
make them comprehend and adopt And now, 
Lady Elma, we must drop the subject; and I must 
nvish you good morning — ^you willj I know, think 
of what I have said/ 

Lady £hna nodded, as if she understood some* 
thing not expressed, and shook hands with Mn 
Reynardson : Gertrude took leave of him, with the 
cdtiviction that she had done him the greatest in* 
justice in the coolness of ber approbation** As ht 
spoke, she could not but observe the difference of 
his style towards Lady Elma and the countess. 
The former, a woman of whose superior powers 
she thought all must stand in awe, and for whom 
be had, in speakinig of ber, eirpressed the highest 
deference, he treated with a blunt familiarity, and 
contradicted without hesitation. To the Itftter, lie 
had bowed in implicit acquiescence; she Saw the 
inverted distinction and the compliment; and she 
hoped he might in time be s6 gbod as to contn^ 
diet ker. She was now dati^fiied thtft he miiM: be 
one of ^ the bcRSt young men in the world,' though 
ill pourtrayed tb her mind's eye by his friend Poi* 
argi^, and she determined to join Lord Luxniore 
in recommending it to the viscount to copy bimr. 
* But first,' thought she, * I will observe a; little more^* 
—Prudent girt! remember that samples of chairaic- 
ter, like samples^ of broad cloth, are cut out of the 
: best part- aad^tell tko/i tiie progress of the destroyer^ 
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and that he may be very capable of that bolidaj^ 
virtue which is assumed find deposited, who can- 
not produce one wisU uno^riwed by moral turpi- 
tude. 

^ Notwithstanding what Reynardson says/ said 
Lady £lma, resuming the conversation, ^x\\en she 
had returned his last visible civility, * I tliink tbc 
manner in which tlie emigrccs have supported tlien^- 
selves in this couqtry, speaks equally in praise of 
their fortitude in bearing evil and their exertioo^ta 
{dleviate it. I question very much whether you or 
I^ thrown on a foreign shore, could be as assisting 
to ourselves and our families, as the Jprench h^ve 
been." 

* As I know nothing of the world,' replied Ger-r 
trude, • I cannot judge of it in general; but I can- 
not conceive that your ladyship would be at a loss; 
[and I of^ comfort myself with hoping that, when- 
^vqr it. mfiy be necessary, I can get a living/ 

^ And pray how would yon set about it ?' asked 
XjBidy £|inii> * What are your means ?' 

* At present they are but few. 1 can soon 
reckon theiQ. As I can make all my clothes, and 
bav^ tak^n pains to learn all the sorts of needle^ 
work I hav^ ever seen done, I could try that plan: 
there is nothing myterious in the trades of dress^- 
piaking and millinery. I can plait straw ; I could 
teach iny own language^ I am sure in a better way 
than girls are generally taught, because good Mr. 
Sterling, Lady Luxmore s uncle, took pains with 
me. French and Italian are familiar to me, and 
I shall not rest till I understand Latin, and caa 

reac^ 
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read German and Spanish. I can write, he used 
to tell nie, as fast as a clerk in a public office;' 
thanks to his constantly employing nie ! I can 
correct the press, for I have done it from ten years 
old. I can make an index ; nay, now I ain sure, 
yqu must laugh. I can break sugar, go on er- 
rands, keep accounts, and read .aloud for hours to- 
gether. I can make lace, write short-hand, and 
do such things.' 

' Whit a collection of odd, out-of-the-way ac- 
complishments!' exclaimed her ladyship: * you 
niust have many, beside these ? what do you know 
of music?' — * Scarcely any thingt' 

* And what can you do in painting or drawing ?' 
' Very little ; but I think if I had a pencil and a 

card, I could draw that windmill; and as I was 
looking attlietoys at the library yesterday, I coul4 
not forbear fancying I could soon do something 
like them;— and I can copy easy things.' 

* Yo\i walk, I remark, uncommonly well.. CoulcJ 
you teach dancing?' 

* O ! no ; dancing has a fashion in it.' 

' But 1 am sure, having lived, as I understancj 
you do, in London, and educated by Lady Lux- 
more, you must have more accomplibhments.' 

* I can name nothing more, unless the know- 
ledge I have got from books ; and these, I dare 
say, are not such as fashionable people read; my 
little stock of learning is very obsolete; it is whut 
Mr, Sterling thought best for me. I am very sorry 
I do not know more, since perhaps I am too ignor 
rant for all, or any part, of your offered kindness to 

be 
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Be of use to me ; but I could perhaps leam some* 
tiling that you could point out : you will have llie 
goodness to tell me, I dare say, what it would be 
most proper to attend to; for I do not know, except 
the things I have named, what ladies leam.' 

* And pray, my dear/ asked Lady Elma laughs 
ing, ^ what, beside what you have named, do you 
suppose / could suggest ? of your reading, I judge 
by the style of your speaking ; and I only wish I 
could express myself with half as much propriety/ 

They had now reached the Marine Parade again ; 
and Gertrude, charmed as she had been with 
J^dy Elma's conversation and kindness, was not 
aware of the lateness of the hour, till seeing Port- 
argis at the window, with his tea-cup in his hand, 
she was convinced she had outstaid the time of 
breakfast. The viscount ran down before she 
could enter the house, and said, after proper in- 
troductions between him and Lady Elona, * You 
would not mind me, when I called after you, Gatty. 
My mother is in such a humor, that, unless yoa 
can stand it, you had better sham sick, and go to 
bed.' — ' No, no,' replied Gertrude: then turning to 
Lady Elma, who had not yet quitted her, she took 
leave, saying, * I must not stop ; for indeed I am 
afraid I am too late. When may I hope to be aU 
lowed to see your ladyship again ?' 

' If you are too late,' replied Lady Elma, * it 
must be my fault; so I must be your champion ; I 
am bound in honor : allow me to follow you to 
your breakfest-party.' 

* Gertrude led towaids the staircase. * Now/ 

said 
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said Portargis, forgetting in his concern for Ger- 
trude, bi8 very slender acquaintance with Lady 
Eltna, * you may hear what she will get by going 
ia ; my mother is, at this moment, in one of her 
most abominable humors : she cannot, I am sure, 
endure that any body should notice poor Gatty ; 
and she will have it nicely/ He h^ld Lady Elma 
back ; and she had heard as far as ^ Upon my 
word, Miss, if this is to be the consequence;' — when 
' Husli, hush, hush,' from a voice of a different tone, 
declared that the vote of censure did not pass 
' nomine contradicente.' She advanced. Lady 
Luxmore rose; Lord Luxmore came forward, as 
fest as his obstructed gait allowed, and Lady Elma, 
with equal candor and gentleness, yej: with a sort 
of attitude of mind that precluded altercation, said) 
* I fear I have committed a great trespass : detest- 
ing, as I do, walking alone, I drew Miss Aubrey 
away froai. her door, when I passed. I am sure 
that, but for me, she would not have quitted th# 
Parade ; there is nobody to blame but myself.' 

^ O dear! I beg,' said Lady Luxmore, *your la- 
dyship would not think of it Miss Aubrey knowi 
she is always at liberty. I wish her, I'm sure, to b6 

happy, and enjoy hep friends ; but as I say 

^ I know poifectly well^ my dear Lady Luxmor^ 
how. necessary domestic attentions are; and I am 
certain Miss A^ibi'ey knows, equally well, what is 
due to her best friands* The manner in which she 
has, I understand; been educated^ wiir always teach 
her this ; and« attiie same time, itrenders her com*- 
pany so desirftblei that^ an I ant a- poor forlbm 
4 widpw- 
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widow-woman/ said she, smiling, and raising her 
hands with a pretty appeal to feelings which she 
knew where to seek, * you will, I am convioced, 
dear Lady Luxmore, let me have her now and 
then, to walk— the men of this place/ said she, with 
a brilliant glance at the viscount, * have no com- 
passion on us matrons ; and I may walk my heart 
out, before one will say, ^ Take my arm/ 

* Will not Lady Ehna take her break&st heref 
said Lord Luxmore to the countess. 

* O ! willingly and thankfully,* replied the new 
guest ; ' for as I am very poor and very lazy^ it 
will save my money and spare me trouble.' 

All was now peace and chearfulness. Lady 
£lma distribqted her smiles and graces so liberally, 
that every one was captivated by her ; and before 
she quitted the house, all ceremony between her 
and the family was abolished, and she had ar- 
ranged a plan according perfectly with Mr. Rey- 
nardson's interest for Gertrude. — With great ad- 
dress, and the best-directed encomiums on all 
that she perceived had been done for Miss Aubrey, 
^he professed her earnest wish to be allowed 
a share in contributing to the accomplishments of 
a young person so well trained : — * she was,' she 
$aid, ^ as much as any one, an enemy to the pro- 
fusion of lavishing a fortune on education ; but she 
thoughtaccomplishments, well bestowed and attain-r 
ed, were now equal to fortune ; and as she had 
3ome to spare, which she practised every day, she 
•should be very happy if Miss Aubrey could spend 
fin y part of her mprnmgs with her^ at her poor piec? 
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of a habitation, on the New Steine ; and she was 
certain she could afford her a little assistance.' 

Lady Luxmore would perhaps have interposed 
an objection, had not Lady Elma been prepared. — 
She was beginning, * Why, I'm afraid, it's not in 
her power' — when her friend replied, * You are 
very good, indeed : she goes home with me thb 
very morning, to begin school ; and if your lady- 
ship wants her at airing-time, she shall be quite 
ready.' 

The firmness of the pleader gave courage to the 
court ; and Lord Luxmore, delighted that any 
body would do Gertrude such a kindness, and gra- 
tified that she would still more gratify his pride, at 
some little time hence, and Portargis, rejoiced at 
any thing that released poor Gatty, and thwarted 
his mother, both assisted to overpower objections. 
An undertaking was entered into, which the gentle^ 
men jocosely guaranteed; and Lady Elma, having 
taken her slender breakfast, and dazzled the coun« 
tess with prospects of great introductions^ took her 
leave, and carried oflf Gertrude triumphant, but 
not suffering the viscount to escort them, though 
he urged his services with a view to erase his name 
from the list of negUgents. 



CHAP. 



5254 THE C0UNTBS8 AND GERTBtfDiE. 



CHAP. tlX. 

Kind eotinseL The sensitive authoress. A first leuon. Tele- 
machvs and Minerva. The wriversal favorite. Let'm tta* 
dies. Inconnstsncits of character. Portraits. 

It was impossible to conceal gratitude thus called 
out. ^ Say not a word/ said Lady Elma in reply to 
Gertrude's thanks : ^ I see your situation, and I 
feel for it. — I perceive you have indeed nothing to 
depend on, but yourself; for a married man with a 
cross wife is an aukward protector. Lady Lux* 
more's character- is written on her forehead ; and 
that sweet simpleton the young lord, any body may 
wind round their finger : — take my advice, rely on 
none of them. 1 have seen more of the world 
than you have. — I am an old woman — you are a 
very very young one. My scheme for you is ar- 
ranged ; you need not tell me what you want. I 
shall take up no idea but that you had better look 
forward to the common lot of young women un- 
provided for. I know every atom of your history, 
and I know what it is to be poor ; for my father 
had little to leave me, and if I had not married, I 
must have starved on a pension, which my pride 
would have made choke me. I could get a pen- 
sion now; but I will not ; it renders one so uninte- 
resting, so odious! I remember when that brilliant 
creature, Charlotte Lefevre, interested every body 

ia 
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m her sorrows, and Lebay, the poet, set on foot a 
9ubscnption to console her under the miseries of a 
bad husband, a numerous family, and a severe pe« 
cuniary loss, a very clever young man of my ac- 
quaintance came up to me one evening in a party, 
and said, ' O ! I have been so disappouited to- 
day ! I was going to get introduced to Charlotte 
Lefevre; and would you believe it? I hear she 
rides about the streets in a monstrous fine carriage 
that somebody has lent her.' — I asked if the loaa 
of a carriage abated her interesting powers. I 
was answered, that if she was not poor and friend- 
less, she could not be interesting. And by parity 
of reasoning, had I a pension, I should be instantly 
struck off ' the compassionate list' by all my ac- 
quaintance, ^ if I were in ever so much misery.' 

' And did the Lady whom you mention, other- 
wise merit pity ?' 

' Why as to her merits^ I caiuiot indeed be ra- 
sponsible; she had great powers; and she had 
been unfortunate.' 

* Of what kind were her powers ?' 

' Is it possible, my dear Miss Aubrey, that you 
can ask ? I thought all the world had read bar 
works.' 

^ I am sorry to be so ignorant. Will you have the 
goodness to tell me of what description they are ?' 

' O ! tales, novels, romances ; and certainly her 
style of writing prose has never yet been equalled i 
and her powers of exciting the stmibilUies wera 
delightful.' 

' Had stic great sensibility herself?' 

*0! 
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' O ! you wicked creature \ how can you ask ? 
If you are so astute, I shall not be able to deal 
with you ; you will see through me presently : 
tell me why you doubt whether a writer capable of 
exciting sensibility, possesses it' 

' If you will allow me to speak out, I will tell 
you, madam. Mr. Sterling, to whom I owe more 
than I can express, always endeavored to keep 
me on my guard against hasty conclusions, and 
Especially against supposing what he called * the 
stage action of life,' its genuine feelings. I have 
been, on some occasions, inclined, almost obsti- 
nately, to believe that witers must be what they 
appear in their writings ; and had I met them in 
the world, those who wrote the best moral senti- 
ments, would have had the greatest share of my 
confidence. I was astonished and vexed when he 
told me what gross licentiousness, what selfish, 
what gluttonous waste of money, nay, what hard- 
heartedness, many of tliem had been guilty of; 
and when I \^s convinced that Burns, that ardess 
child of nature, that poet of the mountain and fbe 
glen! could be, what in prose-language amounts to 
a shocking bad husband^ I resolved never to sup^ 
pose any connexion between * tlie say' and ' the 
do' of writers. O ! if I could tell you what that 
discovery co:>t mc ! I had, by good fortune, had 
the loan of the first edition of his poems : I could 
not buy the book, for I had no money ; but I 
copied out ' the Cotter's Saturday Night,' and all 
tlij things t!iat struck me in reading; and because 
i;ic r.i.ots dialect was aa impediment to me, I 

interlined 
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interlined Engliish words of tantamourji^ import 
and similar measure ; and when I had done this, 
and thouglit I had paid due respect to a man who, 
with some foibles, was still a prodigy of humanity, 
as well as of genius, I found that he was one who 
could, without compunction, break a woman's 
heart, and over whom, neither reason nor religion 
had any influence !' 

* True, my dear Miss Aubrey ; and I like your 
feeling : but remember at the same time, that 
there are anomalies in human nature, who can 
hardly be thought amepable to the laws of society/ 
' — Ixt such examples teach us to be content 
and thankful — content with inferior talents, and 
thankful to be spared that worst of all temptation 
which i)roceeds from our own depravities. But 
w ith regard to Charlotte Lefevre, I must, in honor, 
confess, that you are, in some measure, justified in 
your suspicions. I knew her in France, whither 
she and her husband retreated, after having shared 
the folly of spending <£200,00(>. By some com- 
promise with his creditors, they got back to Eng- 
land, and settled about fifty miles from London ; 
and the anecdote I am going to tell you, I had 
from her apothecary, to whom she had, at the 
time I mention, written a letter, such as must 
interest the feelings of any one who had any. She . 
called on him to consider the situation of a mother 
who expected every moment to see a darling girf 
snatched from her in convulsions ; she represented 
all her dependence as resting on him ; and she 
intreated him, w ith politeness and pathos, to set 

VOL. HI. s off 
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off! irawedifttely on the receipt of her letter : it nas 
ten at night, in the height of sumnner, when her 
special messenger arrived; and the apothecary, 
who had a friend supping with him, instantly sent 
fqr a post-chaise, and set off; he reached the place, 
with as little delay as possible ; but to his great 
surprise, not a creature could he make hear : the 
house-servants, the nurses^ nay, this agonbed me- 
tber, were all soundly asleep, and were to be 
roused^ before he could get access to the child, 
w:ho was still in the most alarming danger; be 
staid to recover it, and promised to see it again 
in a few davs. At the second visit, be saw that 
the poor little creature wanted only sea-bathingi 
but this as quickly as was convenient : on ))is 
mentioning it, this mother, who could so elo- 
qqently portray, on paper, all the feelings of a 
mother's bosom, replied by telling him, that * as 
they Mere some miles from the sea, it must be 
deferred till the hay-harvest was over, till Mhich 
time tliey had but two carriage-horses to use ; and she 
could not think of going to a bathing-place witiiout 
four/ — ' And now,* added Lady Elma, * walk into 
my habitation, I wish I could say cottage.' 

How was Gertrude Relighted, when she found 
that Lady Elma's kind plan was to forward her in 
iQU^ic and drawing ! her ladyship was an fait in 
both the arts she so kindly wished to communi* 
cate : she had a good instnuncnt and a succession 
of mvisic which her taste always selected from the 
worIy9 of tb^ best niaster^. She copied drawings 

with 
5- ** 
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with taste : slie sketched objects ; she colored from 
nature, and she knew how to inform, in the siin-? 
plcst and best way. 

I'he first essay brought Gertrude very com- 
fortable encouragement ; and it was enlivened by 
pauses of conversation connected with her labors, 
and forwarding her in them. The pupil was 
called away, when she supposed she had been ono 
hour employed, and had really been three. But 
she had nothing to fear ; for Lady Elma attended 
the countess in the airing, and afterwards dined 
with the family. 

Mr. Rcynardson made a sixth at table ; and he 
and his co-adjutrix were elaborate in their offices : 
the one invited the countess to take wine, and 
filled her glass, as he supposed she would wish: 
the other took the viscount as her charge, and dis- 
tinguished him, in a way to which few young men 
are insensible. AVith a view that requires no ex- 
planation, she styled iiim her * Telemachus ;' and 
he, without the least violence to his pride or inde-* 
pendence, followed the lead of his father, in be- 
speaking the counsels of such an unveiled Mi- 
nerva. She introduced him^ in the evening, at one 
of the houses * of first reception' in the place ; and 
iri the course of the amusements there, took an op- 
poitunity of speaking praise of all thbse of the 
dinner-party who?e characters would at all bear 
her out in it : she said much of Gertrude ; and 
looking under his eye-lids, she advised him ' to 
pin his heart fast to his back-bone/ if be was to 

s 2 live 
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live under the same roof with that delightful intje- 
nuous girl. 

Lut the very hint put his lordship on his guard; 
and recollecting Gatty's displeasure on hearing she 
had heen mentioned as the object of his passion, 
to his confidential friend, he dared not risk erring 
again, where there was so slender an acquaintance: 
he therefore, ahnost for the first time in his life, 
was prudent : he referred to his prospect of enter- 
ing into the army in a very short time, and witli 
assumed negligence, protested, that ' upon his 
honor it was time enough for him, ten years hence, 
to think of a tiresome w ife and a parcel of squall- 
ing brats.' Had lie said less than this, [)erhaps he 
might have gained more perfect credit. 

To the earl, Lady Elma addressed herself, as 
occasion served, in a different way : he could not 
yet walk out, but lie took the air, sometimes, by 
driving himself, and was drawn to the libraries or 
the Steine, in a Bath-chair. 13y crossing him in 
her w alks, and accepting a conveyance home, or 
by attending him at the side of his chair, she gained 
opportunities of conversation, which soon produced 
a ccrLaiu degree of confidence on his part, and, in 
a few days, rendered him so unguarded, as to 
confess ILe irksomeness of his donu\^tic situation, 
and all but his distant hopes and private inten- 
tions. 

"What can a \\onian of upright principle and 
connnon sense, say, in reply to such communication? 

she 



J9 
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she has no resource but to laugh at it ; for dis- 
cussion would nuiko it too serious to be listened to ; 
and the question, * Why did you marry thus ;' has 
no answer but ' Because I was a fool.' Lady Ehna 
met all these wailini^s with the commiseration of 
' Poor soul !' * hard indeed !' and pitying hiu), or 
atiecting to do so, for his unfortunate mistake in 
wedlock, she repaid him for whatever violence he 
had offered to his conscience in exposing liis wife, 
by hinting to him what cu'ise he had to rejoice in 
the annable qualities of a young woman, wiiose 
affectionate attentions he was at liberty to aceept 
and cultivate, as freely as if she were his dauditer. 
She expatiated liberally on what she found Ger- 
trude ; — for there could be no visible danirer in 
doing so ; — ^^and certainly if Lord Luxmorc was 
not aware tliat his lady's protegee was a very good, 
steady, sensible young woman — for all those qua- 
lities Lady Elma could spare her ; — it was not the 
fault of her champion. 

In the mean time, Gertrude's joys went on in- 
creasing; and tlie insuppressible evidences of 
jealousy in Lord Portargis, w ho grudged the occu- 
pation of hours, which certainly, however vacant 
would not have been bestowed on" him, served no 
other purpose than that of strengthening his attach- 
ment. Lady Elma had unhesitatingly asked, and 
easily obtained, the hire of an instrument for Ger- 
trude; and, in the same manner, she procured for 
her, whatever was necessary to the ostensible pur- 
pose 



S62 THE COUNTESS AND GERTRUDE. 

po9C of fortuning^ girl, by a few pounds bestow^ 
on a frugal education. ' 

While engaged at Lady El ma's, the viscount 
seldom intruded on her time, and when occupied 
at home, she put by his personalities, by trying to 
interest him in a plan of diligence. This gentle 
rudeness was too rational, too laudable too give 
offence : he grew happy in seeing her so, and Ixir 
came emuloxis of a share in making her so. She 
bad nut yet reached the sounding- place in his 
classic acquirements. Ovid s * Epistles' had been 
a favorite classic at the Abba's; and Virgil and 
Horace were more fixed in his lordship s memcry, 
than Livy or Tacitus ; this branch, therefore, of 
her learning, proceeded with as much vigor ami 
success as her other pursuits ; and a great obli- 
gation she felt herself incurring, as, for the purport 
of giving her a lesson, his lordship, who was not 
the very best husband of his many idle hours, often 
kept his horses, his groom, and his friends, in ex- 
pectation of him ; but had slie awaited the regu- 
larity of his proceedings, she could have learnt 
nothing but patience. 

Lady Elma was still in the perfect possessioQ 
of Gertrude's highest opinion : nothing had called 
forth her ambition; nothmg had bctiayed her co- 
quetry ; all that she enforced by words, Gertrude 
supposed a part of her practice ; and coniujending 
her pupil for ^eilate qualities, her pupil imagined 
tliat sedate qualities ranked the highest in her es* 
timation. 

To 
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To those who have experienced the exquisite 
pain of being obliged to lower the sails of a pur- 
suing admiration, it is a matter of just thankfuhiess 
M'hen they arc saved the sight of deteriorating 
qualities. This preservation of her (;omfort, Ger- 
trude owed, in some measure, to her exclusion 
from general society. In all her kindness, Lady 
Elma never proposed associating lier young friend 
with herself, in any gay amusement : her motive 
for forbearing was not obvious, as she was fre- 
quently at a loss for a companion suited to tier ne- 
cessities, and was not cautiously silent on the sub- 
ject. Portargis attended her assiduously, charmed 
by her mode of introduction, and n)ade of im- 
portance by that attached to her character; and the 
changeable turn of her manners could give him no 
other sensation than that of pride in his seeming 
influence over them : but liad Gertrude been pre- 
sent, she could have experienced no such pride ; 
and she must have seen how much, how very 
much, of what so claimed her respectful affectioi^ 
was, at least, susjiendcd, while tlie too eager avi- 
dity of approbation, and the prescriptive necessity 
of sustaining the first part in ^ company, absorbed 
the better faculties of her mind, and rendered her 
tlie actor in a paltry drama. Gertrude would, 
in her ic^norance of human nature, have wondered 
— she would, in her short "perceptions and hasty 
promptitude of decision, have lamented such 
miserable inconsistency, without recollecting that 
human nature is a miracle, and that its prominent 
characteristic is the want of agreement with itself. 
* • She 
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She would have been unreasonably discouraged: 
she would have supposed t:iere could be no wis- 
dom where tlierc was any lolly; and she would 
liave fearod a contaminating quality in ioibie wiiich 
beloni^s only to vice: she would have taken liicse 
faults lor the basis, not the alloy of the inind'^) con- 
stitution: her conlidence would have sunk; aiiJ 
her Satisfaction would have followed it. ilappv, 
th(:»refore, was her exclusion from scenes of cuju- 
lation ! happy were her humble views ! 

AVith Gertrude, we re";ret most sineerelv tljc 
sad admixture of great and little, which cvciy 
day's observation forces on our perception. V, iiv 
will some of our friends expose us to the pain of 
.contradiction when we speak of them as tho>e 
"whom we should dcliglit to imitate ? Why arc the 
same persons angels of mercy in the acceptation 
of one party, and a nest of serpents in that of 
• another? but because, for v»ant of care and con- 
duct, the alloy of their character is suffered to 
amount ahiiost to character itself. \\'ho could sec 
Lady Giace Oxymel performing those orticcs for a 
pauper which our self-love snrinks troin, even 
when demanded by our relatives, and l^elieve her 
tlie same creature wearing out the patience of a 
wortliy husband by the most provoking ill-teujper, 
and neglecting all those gentle arts of peace w hich 
should make her home attractive to her family? 
Why must she taunt at an infirm parent, in the 
same hour when she has prayed with the dying? — 
und why do the whole house of Actweli — pui'son?, 

♦ who 
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who for the world would not omit a dutv, or wil- 
fully comuiit a sin; why do they use tlie most 
profane exclamations, combined and compounded 
with a sort of taste and selection, that makes the 
vice and folly of ' taking God's name in vain/ more 
peculiarly their own. 

There are some errors of inconsistcncv, which 
we are persuaded, would give way to the slightest 
reprehension ; nay, perhaps, to less than repre- 
hension, to the mere hoKJing up to our view. — 
Under this head, we flatter ourselves, come those 
which shew themselves by our changing the duties 
assigned us, for those which we like better, and 
which leave our friends the comforting hope, that 
* though, to be sure, we have horrid bad tempers, 
we have good hearts.' Mere we not determined to 
£\void being serious, we might say that few things 
are more provoking than the seeing ' uncommonly 
agreeable' in company, or ' uncommonly benevo- 
lent' to those who have no claim on them, persons 
who are * uncommonly disagreeable' at home, and 
^ uncommonly malevolent' in their own natural or 
assigned circuit of action. — ^ How delighful Sir 
Harry was last evening!' said Mrs. Plume to Lady 
Sliainwell : ' we wished you of our party; he was 
all anecdote and repartee, all life and fun: Lord! 
you are a happy woman to have such a man for 

your husband !' Lady Shamwell has too much 

good sense to do more than bow, in reply to such 
observations, or she might have said, that, for no 
cause that she could di^scover, but because her 
phjld is a girl, Sir Harry had not spoken kindly to 

her 
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her for the last six weeks. When Mrs. Ayno is 
open to all applications for that sort of slippery 
charity wliich consists in parting from money; 
when she deposits ill in the hands of persons of 
whom she knows little, to be distributed to those 
of whom she knows nothing, we cannot call her 
munificent or even benevolent ; she abridges her 
children of every indulgence, and by her want of 
liberality, hinders tlieir rising in the world. The 
still beautiful and ever gay Mrs. Tristram, is to be 
seen in all.places of desolation. She is sent for, 
by her friends and clients, at the same time with 
the physician, and always before the undertaker. 
She will sit up with the sick, l»e it friend or stran- 
ger,.to the injury of her health : she will wear out 
her carriage-wheels in collecting alms, or bespeak- 
ing mourning : she knows every fit application to 
grief in all its stages ; and were the world always 
10 sickness and sorrow, Mrs. Tristram would be 
always an example of virtue; but ask not her 

daughter how the intervals are filled up. In 

liearing of Mrs. Strictly we are delighted with an 
excellent plan of family-management, pursued with 
admirable steadiness, and ti)e best effects ; but 
Mrs. Strictly has no heart ; she feels for no one ; 
she welcomes no one ; she cares not what pain slie 
gives. — * Tell me not of her domestic excellence,' 
—says her neighbor Mrs. Facile, who, js wasting 
her income on the unworthy. — Mrs. Strictly 's words 
would condemn her in any one's estimation, but 
that the manner of them is so much more odious, 

that 
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that our attention is called off from the matter of 
them •. 

Ify as has been often asserted, consistency U the 
test of good sense, where do these persons rank 
in the scale of rational beings? Would they not 
be, in all ways, gainers, it they performed the 
tasks allotted them? Is any choice or commuta* 
tion of duties allowed us? or is it probable that 
such halting or capricious virtue can be eitlier 
well founded or well supported? 

It is jBndless to pursue the subjiect. A very 
profitable volume might be copied, as our work is 
copied, from real life ; for there is no need of com- 
position for either : it might efficaciously exemplify . 
the inconsistencies of- those who are too good to 
have a right to be inconsistent : it might lead us 
all to ask how far we are free from tlie error. 
But xce must return to Lady Elma de Ruse, whbse . 
faults of this kind, at the present time, did not 
visibly affect the great or the good qualities of her 
inind. She always talked well : she generally 
acted well ; and no one's opinions, on points where 
her own province of attraction was not encroached 
on, could be more decidedly right or better en- 
forced : — and as it is tlie vicissitude of seasons 

* It is a matter of fact, that a medical man of eminence 
in LondtJUf lifty years ago, and whose wife had been surprised 

m 

on her knees, imploring forgiveness for having ordered two- 
penny worth of parsley wiihout his permission, would chcar- 
fully be wet through in a hard rain, rather than detain his 
horses, whom he spoke of as * Poor lambs V and this care 
arose really from sympathy, not from modern considerations. 

which 
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which contributes to the gro\Uh anil perfection of 
the strongest [)lants, so was tiie mind of Gertrude 
indebted lo the good-humored ethics of Lady Elma, 
as she liad been to the severer moral under which 
she was reared, and still was to those lessons which 
Ludy Luxmore, even in her best estate, compelled 
licr daily * to learn by heart.' 
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CHAPTER LX. 

Frank avowals, and peculiar tastes. The right honorable sisters, 
A 'plebeian baronet. Individual feelings. The pro* 
jedtd villa. The oppression of ill manners. An ill- judged 
remedy, A point-blank catechising. Effrontery disconcerted. 
The apology. All iveU again. 

^ You delight me,' said Lady Elma to Gertrude, 
iJi a walk, a few mornings after the commencement 
of their friendly habits : * you delight me by your 
energy and your powers of application: you are a 
happy girl ; for you have been well trained : you 
never waste time, and you never lounge, are as ca»- 
pable of intense study instantly after dinner, as 
before breakfast; you seem to me never to be 
sleepy: you have not had time to get ulle habits; 
and you never appear to think of yoiirseir. Now, 
I confess, though I do not caii myself idle, I must 
have my indulgencies: after dinner, I want a little 
repose and conversation; for, if I read, I grow 
drowsy; and without society in an evening, E 
should be lost: — I must have my tea: — I like a snuff- 
box, and I never wish to do anv one thins after I 
I am dressed for the dav, but flirt with the a^ree- 
able men ot my acquaintance ; for if I go into 
public, I confess this is the attraction with me; 
and ttie opera would be no opera to me, if I had 
only the stage for my object.' 

' Such 
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' Such ideas/ replied Gertrude, * suit your sta- 
tion in life, but would be very unfit for mine.* 

' 'lis a sensible distinction,* said her ladyship, 
• and I am glad you make it ; because then you 
will acquit me where I am sometimes inclined to 
blame myself. Situation certainly makes a great 
ditierence ; for instance, your reserve is very com- 
r^iendable ; but it would not suit me. I know it 
has been recommended as modesty and humility; 
but the professors or the admirers of these virtues 
do not often come in my way : — I like a retired 
character more for the effect it produces: — it les- 
sens responsibility ; and it is certainly better to 
l^ave the world to suppose us very wise and very 
easy under our wisdom, than to convince them that 
we are very conceited, and very conscious of our 
own learning; but I dare say, I need not tell you, 
that I like to please: — if it be a foible, it is the 
foible of the finest country under Heaven; the 
country from which, not even all I have endured 
there, can alienate my affectidns. But, in my wish 
to please, I never brou:;ht forward any tiling that 
could touch the self love of othcre. I profess no- 
thing but a resolution to be happy, and a wish to 
see others so. As to real learning, I might per- 
haps have gained some ; but what Swift says is, 
I believe, very true, that in Latin and Ghsek, a 
boy in the lowest form of a school, will exceed our 
liigbest attainments. Nature has made me quick 
of apprehension ; so that I shuffle through the 
world very well with the little knowledge I have, 
very thankful for the protection of petticoats^ and 

tlie 
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the licence they give me to be superficial. If I 
have not always time to read as much as I wish, 
I resort to the Reviews, and they furnish me with 
what is wanted for the slight purposes of conver- 
sation. When I am in town, I get all the advan- 
tages I can, to keep my faculties from rusting : I 
attend the Royal Institution, where one hears of 
all the new discoveries, and the improvements in 
iscience : I have friends and connections who are 
subscribers to every thing; and, in short, the world 
is my book, and a very entertaining one it is, and 
I question whether it be not the best we can read.* 

* I should have thought,' replied Gertrude, * that 
it was necessary to read a great deal, to gain any 
knowledge of the world.' 

* Far from it,' said Lady Elma : * it is copying 
from a copy.* 

' O! no,' returned Gertrude; — * but I beg your 
pardon,' 

* O! speak out,' said Lady Elma; * I shall 
have hopes of my ghost, if I can make it speak/ 

' I am shocked at my own presumption, dear 
Lady Elma ; but as I have gone so far, I ^"ill say 
it appears to me, tliat books translate the world 
into language better suited to our comprehension' 
the head you have drawn from a bust, I can, per- 
haps, in a little time, copy from your drawing; 
but I could not from nature, or from a cast.' 

* True, but books, I think, are less faithful co- 
pies than the pencil makes ; and of necessity, they 
roust be so in history, when motives cannot be in- 
vestigated : one proof you will discover of the 

feebleness 
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fccblcness of verbal descriplion, when you are as 
old as I am: vou will see how far short of vour 
own feelings all the interests of the staue, t!.e most 
cxquihite touches of the com^die larmoyantc^ nay, 
the pathos of tragedy itself, falls, of what you 
M'itncss in tl^e world. Some exceptions must l>e 
maile for the first iriagnitude of genius ; but, in 
general, I })rotest a tragedy or a comedy bears 
little more proportion, in my opinion, to reality, 
than ^ Chrononhotonthologos,' or * the Drai^on of 
-Wantley.' A good farce is (jigood tiling; and I am 
vulgar enough to enjoy it.; but tlie scats aclie most 
intolerably, wlien I sit out a play; and I feel it is 
because my mind suggests to me much more than 
]g olicred to mv eve or mv ear. I own mvself a 
fastidious judge; for that which can be moi>t accu- 
rately represented on the stage, strong-featured 
distress, I abhor. I cannot endure tlie seeini; 
madness personified : it is too serious to be made 
our amusement. Thunder, lightning, and confla- 
grations, and, in short, all tlie trimmings of tra- 
gedy, make me shut my eyes and stop my eai-s ; 
but perhaps this is constitutional or the conse- 
quence of sutferini^. . A sensible old; man of div 
acquaintance was im|)ortuned by his grand-daugh- 
ter to go with a party to a traiiedy ; and he replied, 
* No, thank you, my dtai' ci)ild;' at sixty-five we 
have seen too much of it.* 

Two young Kidics of a distinguished appear- 
ance, and who, by their joy and surprise at meet- 
ing Lady Elma, shewed siic was their friend, and 

that 
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that they were newly arrived at Brighton, now 
joined them. Gertrude resigned her ladyship's 
arm which was taken by the youngest, without ce- 
remony or acknowledgment. Grertrude woufd hav«f 
fancied she was not perceiTed, if the lady \fho» 
had displaced her, had not eyed her from head t<r 
foot, with her glass, and contemplated h^r, m i^ 
wishing to ascertain her rank and- pretenisions. 

It was now hardly possible to recognisie Lady 
£lma as the being she had appeared but a quar-^ 
ter of an hour before. Who danced with Lady 
Slippery, wlio the Miss Myops quizzed at the 
races, what regiments were in what places, wfaoi 
Captain Longshanks fliited with, and who it ny^ 
tliought that Colonel Sabretasch looked at, were^ 
the subjects of discussion, during which the two^ 
ladies seemed to have a peculiar aptitude tO' con- 
tradicting each other. Part of the conversation) 
passed in whispers, and, on the side of the youngf- 
est lady, under the piano of her folded paras6l^* 
which she held before her mouth. Gertrude kepf 
aloof, and regretted their loitering pace, whioU 
made the distance to the Marine Parade seem 
doubly long :— she knew not that she might de- 
part. 

A gentleman passed : Lady Elma saluted him 
with ' Fine morning, Sir Philip.' 

' Good morning, good morning: hour are you? 
s9 I see you drive with an outrigger.* 

All laughed but Gertrude; why they laughed 
slie could not conceive; nor why the eyes aad 

VOL. III. T glaflte^ 
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glasses of the youDg ladies were directed to 
hen 

Sir Fhilipi as if daiming a share in the glory of 
his own wk, now joined and turned with them, 
and added bis vulgar broad stare to the more &• 
abionaUeinspectionof the ladies. Introductions that 
ope rated instantaneously, like a year's iutimacy, set 
all at ease but Gertrude, to whom they did not 
extend; they, however,. told her that the ladies 
were Lady Paula and Lady Caroline de Hautefort, 
and the gentleman, Sir Philip Lorimcr. 

The bulky baronet, with as little scruple as 
Lady Caroline had manifested in displacing Ger- 
tqide, edged himself into the place Lady Paula 
bad occupied: she retreated towards her sister; 
and Gertrude heard her whisper — ' That's he that 
drives those fine bays; that they say is so im- 
wenselyrich: I am determined.' But though Ger- 
trude heard, and though Gertrude certainly was 
no stranger to the language in which these words 
were spoken, they did not convey to her the idea 
that the lady meant to say, ' This is the man to 
whom, with scarcely any knowledge of him, but 
what the silly newspapers force on me, I determine 
to give mysdf in marriage, and commit my hap- 
piness, my conduct, and my estimation.'— -Gertrude 
would have been surprised at that time, to know 
that ladies take for husbands, men whom they 
would not take for coachmen or butlers * ; and so 

she 

* The importance of marriages in the fate of states and 
kingdubsi and the symptom of decay wbich tkey ex^ibit^ 

whca 
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she would have been at hearing that a woman, 
whom the legislature has pronounced an adultress, 
can gain admission into tfie society of respectable 
persons; but both are &cts occurring every day; 
and we lavish our civilities, nay, OHr expressions 
of fondness, on men deserving nothing but contempt, 
and women, whose conduct, to use the strong 

when the moral scfiJic seems lost in contracting them, ren- 
der it matter of sitIous concern to ?$ee the frequency* now 
amongst us, of such as cannot be justified. In France, be- 
fore the revolution, a sud sign of want of principle in the 
higher classes, was the avidity with which young women, 
fur the sake of wealth and splendor, sacrificed themselves 
to men co-eval with their grand-fathers; and it is fact, that 
a young bride-elect when complimented on her good fortune 
in having attached a man of seventy-three, spoke of her 
sister as btill more fortunate in having married a man five 
years older* A few years ago, English women might have 
expressed horror at such unions ; but alas ! the warning is 
becoming an example. Long since, we have been persuaded 
that decency of conduct is no recommendation in a young 
lover; but now we sec girls of eighteen, emulous of the ten- 
dernesses of veterans of the bottle; and sorry are wc to add, 
that family-character, a virtuous education, and all those 
circumstances that make a young woman responsible for the 
discretion of her conduct, have given way, in some in- 
stances, to the fascinations of the grand climacteric, dis- 
graced by the lowest vices : avowed atheism, the most grip- 
ing avarice, the most wretched parsimony, the mott scan« 
dalous systems of illicit connection, added to slovenly old 
age, have not been able to shake the prepossestion of those 
who, in their neighbor's affain, could judge better; and mo- 
thers have not blushed to receive the congratulations of their 
friends, and to express satisfaction in such a disposal of a 
daughter, as would make the following her herse compara- 
tive happiness. 

T 3 expression 
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expression of .a friend who will not yield to a corrupt 
fashion, makes one almost * expect the earth to open 
at tlicir feet *.' In this instance, there was much 
to be said. Sir Pliiiip was the immense son of a 
kniglited soap-boiler, in the eastern extremity of 
the town : he was, to be sure, un soher^ occasion- 
ally for six weeks to^^ether; he had been a little 
unfortunate at play; lie had paid ten thousand 
pounds damages for a frolic ; but he had bought 
a title, was rich and ignorant ; consequently tlie 
woman he married must be an envied creature. 

When tlie eflfects of Sir Phili[)'s wit, still unin- 
telligibly distressing to Gertrude, had subsided, be 
in rather a guardian-like tone, questioned Lady 
£lma on his having seen her in conversation with 
* that riff-raff fellow' Reynardson. * I wonder/ 
said he, * my dear soul, how you can commit your- 
self so; you really seem to have quite a passion 
for that low fellow. Now I never speak to him; 
he's just nobody; he's quite menial; his father, to 
my knowledge, never owns him; he should do tkat^ 

• * I confess I love winter,' said a very respectable aged 
matron, iu our hearing, in a large party, and in her own 
house, to the divorced and infamous countess of — — . 
• () ! you horrible creature !' replied she, * how can you be so 
preposterous? we must quarrel if you are fond of winter; for 
I hate it.* * I hope not,* answered our matron : ' ycu and 
1, I should hope, can never quarrel : I should be sorry evii 
to differ from you in opinion.'— ——Was there any ne«d 
of this profession of faith and fondness? and was it not in- 
sulting to thobe not so pn-eminenlly distinguished as this 
c )Bnt sinner ? 

if 
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if he would have meii of style and fashion, and 
what not, notice him : he ought to do that or the 

fellow's dished for ever. ' 

But it was that very obliquity of Sylvanus's 
birth, that made him an object of interest to Lady 
Ehna, who, seldom looking beyond her individual 
feeling, and not regarding the claims of the world 
at lar^e, had deemed the prejudice against persons 
so circumstanced, unjust, and encouraged her 
friend Syl. to make head against the nature of 
things. She never spoke of him but with the com- 
passionate preface of ' Poor fellow !' and assuming 
that her rank and popularity gave her the power 
to protect, she did all she could, on all occasions, 
to set him at ease in society. It was a proof of 
her benevolence; but she saw not that she was as« 
sisting to remove one of those beacons which warn 
the inexperienced from the coast of vice. She pre- 
sumed that she could not err when she did as she 
would wish others should do by her, in the same 
circumstances; but she did not consider that it is 
a rule which does not actommodate itself to the 
waywardness of our personal convenience, and 
that it can never apply, when it includes injury, of 
any dimensions, however circumscribed or extend- 
ed. She, indeed, did not use the same arguments 
to all persons. When, in any of her own standing 
in the worlds a little aristocratic pride, or a feel- 
ing of nice heraldry, bore hard on Syl van us^ she 
would give up the question of right or wrong, and 
only say, with her best graces, * Come, come; the 
sins of the fathers are not now to be visited on the 

children. 



^ 
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children. Poor Syl ! I do pity that young man ; 
and I am always in fear he should perceive I pity 
him/ 

To those who considered their family as the 
pure focus of dignity, she made all those conces- 
sions and apologies for poor Syl. that could recom- 
mend his cause to their benignity ; but to Sir Phi- 
lip Lorimer, who, as she said, out of his hearii^ 
* tried to hold fast by his soapy honors/ she now 
shewed no mercy. She argued with him, in a playful 
\i*ayy on upstart pride and aboriginal meanness : 
she pointed out fashionable degradations of man^ 
ners, voluDtai*ily adopted, as far more entitled to 
derision, than circumstances of birth. ' Would 
we not all,' said she, ' be noble and rich, and wise, 
and beautiful ? We surely have the same percep- 
tion of these endowments as those who censure us 
for the want of them. Did we deny their worth, 
we should merit whipping; but. Sir Philip, you 
may just as reasonably despise me because I am 
very poor, as poor Syl because he is illegitimate : 
Syl. would get rid of the baton in his escuchcon ; 
and I would free myself from the bar in my purse. 
O ! yes, I see you are going to make a civil speech, 
my dear Sir: you arc on the very threshold of tlie 
temple of flattery : do not enter, I beseech you ; 
it contains nothing that I have not fitted on and 
worn out years ago. I know perfectly well that 
all the cruelty of fortune is but the foil of my per- 
fections. I know the world would not bear the 
luminosities of my charms, where they not adum- 
brated by tlie parasol of my poverty. Come, 

come ; 
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come ; do not ransack your brains, poor soul ! 
the Venus de Medidsi, the Sappho of Lesbos, He- 
len of Troy> and Agrippina herself, to say no- 
thing of Mademoiselle de I'Espinasse, have striven 
for a compirison with me ibr these hundred years, 
O ! don't look so distressed now, good dear Sir 
Philip ; or I shall most certainly tell you how to be 
of more consequence than my poor friend Syl. For 
Heaven's sake, take care : you are going to be 
fierce; and then I 7tiuit run away: pray, pray 
stay, good dear man, till you are mounted on your 
coach-box, before you think of looking down on 
us all.' 

' O ! I^dy Elma V cried Lady Paula. * O, fie ! 
Lady Elma ! — ^indeed, you are too severe. If I 
were Sir Philip / 

^ Hold your tongue,' said Lady Caroline, in a 
lower voice; ^ let us bear what the fool has to say : 
did you ever see such a wretch? I will not have 
you speak to him. Lady Paula ; such a beast !' 

' What's that? wbat^s that?' asked Sir Philip, 
looking on the ground as if he had mislaid his un* 
clci*standing. No one satisfied the poor man* 

Lady Elma could say with a grace, Lady Elma 
could do with a grace, what no one else could say 
or do without offneding. She owed something to 
her rank, much to her talents, but still more to the 
involuntary respect which, to the last ages of the 
world, mankind will pay to truth', even dressed in 
a goat's skin ; — and whenever her use of her great 
powers had reached the quick of human vanity, 

she 
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she would extend her well-formed hand, and niceljr- 
rounded arm, in token of reconciliation ; and who 
could refuse the olive-branch thus offQred ? 

As if condescending to eQkce unpleasant im- 
pressions, she now noticed a very neat roll of pa« 
per, tied with green ribbon, which the baronet held 
in his hand, and said, — ^ What have you got tiicre. 
Sir Philip ? sometliing curious I dare say : have 
you lieen buying prints or drawings ?' 

' O! Dp; neither of them sort of things,' said 
be: ' it*9 only a bit of a rough sketch as I order- 
pi my i^rgeteck to scribble out for ine; and it's cooic 
down by the mail ; and I want to see a very clever 
fellow I met yesterday, and talked to about my 
(building. You ahall see it, if you please. Here's 
twenty guineas' worth.' 

The roll of paper, which had hitherto been a 
truncheon was now unfurled into a flag : the la* 
dies y^ere desy-ed to hold corners ; and Sir Philip 
lectured. 

' Thi^ hei*e, you must understand, is for my 
place, by Couster ; it's not for my town-bouse.' 

' Cornier f said Lady £lnia ; * iu what county?' 

* Why, don't you know? why Essex, to be 
sure: why, it's the county-town, and sends two 
ooembers of parliament; and I intend, between 
you and 1 and the post, to be one ; and it has two 
market-days in a week, Wednesday and Saturday, 
and sixteen churches : O ! it's a famous town ; if 
you don't know the tou^n^ don't you remember the 
highest rett ? it's a famous place ; as good shops as 
any in Lonnon : plate-glass, I assure you's all the 
gp thare, and plenty of money. J was born in it^ 

just 
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just at the top of the north-liill, in a house uith 
green shutters to it; don't you remember thatf 

* No,' said Lady Elma, with perfect composure; 
^ I do not recollect ever having been at Col- 
chester.' 

* Ah ! Colchester you call it : — it looks as if you 
^vas'nt used to it. We all call it Couster for short- 
ness, because we know it so well.' 

* But pray,' said her ladyship, ^ let us proceed 
with your building : is that to be in Couster r' 

* O ! yes ; — for I say a man who means to cut a 
figure, or do a great stroke, should always go 
where he's known. O ! how the natives will stare ! 
But it is not in Couster; it's just before you enter; 
just about a hundred yards on this side the first 
w indmill ; beyond Lexden : and now look at the 
plan. I intend to put the house no great way from 
the road ; it's a cursed thing, in my opinion, w hen 
one's friends come to dine with one, for e'm to 
find at one's gate that they've got but half-way; 
beside, when a man's house is his own, as I say, 
what signifies all that scriggling and scr^ggling to 
get at it? none of your zigzags, Mr Argeteck for 
ine, says I; fair and flush for my money; so, 
you see, the plan, as it now stands, is to have the 
house just to face you, as you drive up ; and we 
mean i.o give ft a cordone^ as I believe tliey call it, 
all round it.' 

* Of planting, I presume,' said Lady Elma. 

* O, no ! bless your soul ! much you know of 
tlie matter! — what would planting be good for, 
child? No, no, sl cordone of the offices, and my 
atable-establishment, which I mean to have in a 

5 very 
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very high style ; the stables and eoacb-housesi and 
all belonging to e'ni, is to be on the plan of that 
old fellow's aln)s-houses as was buried in St He- 
len's, with the key of his grave in his hand: you 
see there ; there*s a place with urdoom; tbat*8 the 
chapel, at the upper end.' 

* What a chapel in the stable, Sir Philip?' 
' O, no ! no ! my dear child ; but in the alms- 
houses that's tlie chapel : no ; I mean that chapel 
to be in my plan a equestrian hall with pictures* 
Do you know V\n having all the fifteen portraits of 
those fifteen horses as that fellow rode t'other day, 
ninety 'miles in four hours done, to hang up there; 
have you been to see e'm? you never saw such 
rum quizzes in your life ; well, you'll see e'm all 
at Lorimer-hall, when you do me the honor of a 
visit,' concluded the baronet, politely taking off his 
hat, and letting his comer of his property fall in 
the mean time. 

Wicked Lady Elma thought of the stage-efiect 
of the same action in Comus ; but she stuck to 
tliC baronet and the subject, and made herself un- 
derstand that a monstrous parallelogram was to be 
assigned to this famous stable establishment, one 
side of which was to house horses, to-be bought 
the other carriages, to be built ; while the rest of 
the cordon w as to keep, close in sight of the man- 
sion, all those appendages of it, which eating and 
washing require, and which most people put out 
of the line of vision : the dairy, larder, and coal- 
house, the wood-stack, and the coiv-houses, took^ 
witii the man of taste, the place of plantations, 
9 wliich. 
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which, as he justly observed, would be worth no- 
thing till he n^s rotting in his grave, and flower* 
gardens, which were good for nothing but to look 
at : and nobody could be so cruel as to object, es- 
pecially when be produced a very elaborate design 
for a Gothic gate, which was at oace to unite the 
ends of this cordon^ keep out beggars, and afford 
ft point-blank view of Lorlmer-hall, to all the stage- 
coach passengers. 

* You will lay out a large sum of money, Sir 
Philip,' said Lady Elma. 

* O yes ! a thousand or two ; such things is not 
to be done for half a crown, child ; but that's no- 
thing to the purpose. Til find money and taste ; 
only let e'm do as I bid e'm.' 

* I suppose,' said her ladyship, 'there is a Lady 
I.orimer's taste concerned in all this.' 

* Not there/ skid he, indignantly: * do you think 
I'd suffer my mother, and be to her, to inter- 
fere in my property now ? she's had her swing 
long enough ; making my father stop my being of 
age till five and twenty; I was all that, thank good- 
ness, as I always say, last grass ; and now 111 do 
as I like.' 

* But I see no kennel to your house,' said Lady 
Elma : * I should have thought your field-sports 
would have come forward in the picture.' 

* Picture? \Vhy this is no picture, my dear soul ; 
it's a plan ; Lord love your foolish head ! but, as 
I was saying, I don't have no kennel ; I don't ride; 
it don't agree with me ; it shakes me so confound- 
edly, you see ; I like nothing but driving; and that 

I shall, 
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I shall, in grand style, at my other house : my 
town -house will be a much fauiouser thing/ 
' And where is it to be?' said Lady £hna. 

* Why somewhere about Bayswater, or Pad- 
dington, Just for the sake of driving into town and 
back^ and the park. And 1 intend to have my bed- 
room fitted up in my own taste. I don*t want none 
of your fine bed-rooms, and beds, and cupolo's, 
not I ; give me a bit of a snug thing to lie down on, 
and then I'll have the rest of the room my own 
way ; one side I shall fit up with a monstrous clever 
kind of a sort of a rack for my driving w hips ; the 
other will hold my uniform of the club I belong to 
in town ; and tlie rest I shall fill up with capital 
pictures of favorite horses.' 

* Do you mean to have no pictures in your 
house but of horses ?' 

* O yes ! I intend to build a picture-gal lerj*, just 
for some Vandykes, as a very clever fellow has 
agreed to paint for me— and for such sort of lob- 
lolly — and a library and a billiard-room. I have 
been buying the caricatures for the billiard-room ; 
it has cost me 2001. for em, all framed and glazed.' 

" Have you bought your books ?' Lady Elma 
asked him. 

' O ! no, no : I shan't trouble myself about thco), 
I shall tell my bookseller to send me every thing' 

Lady Elma ceased speaking : Sir Philip took his 
leave ; and the conversation now proceeded, in mi- 
nute enquiries from Lady Paula, concerning this 
* uncommonly good-tempered man.' Lady Elma 
answered, as if wishing either to atone for having 

led 
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led him ou in his folly, or to get rid of the disgrace 
of her seeming intimacy, by recording the many 
* good points' in his character. Lady Caroline was 
not to be propitiated : in the most unqualified terms 
she declared her thorough abhorrence of the crea- 
ture, and hoped she should never meet him again. 
This slight thwarting turned Lady Elma*s attention 
to Gertrude, whose look, directed to the ground, 
and w hose pensive countenance expressing some- 
thing she could not quite understand, she tried, by 
now making her of consequence, and introducing* 
her, to repair any injury her chearfulness might 
have sustained. Bui the staring, the thorough ill- 
manners she had undergone, and the consciousness 
that she liad been made ridiculous in an unintel- 
ligible language, had, however she was proof 
against the vexations of the world, embarrassed 
her ; and it was nut in the power of even Lady 
Lima's blandishments, to put her immediately in 
good humor with herself. 

There is certainly some little difference, at times, 
between high manners and polite manners, if the 
latter consist in making those around us, and par- 
ticularly those beneath us, feel at ease. Lady 
Elma was a model of the highest breeding ; and in 
situations where others would have been to seek, 
she knew perfectly wliat ought to be done, and 
could inform others who had had lessons in the 
arcs of deportment ; she was one of those who form 
manners and lead ia^liions ; but she certainly had 
been, this morning, deficient in that good breeding 
which would have set her young friend in a favor- 
able 
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able light ; and more than oace it has beea our 
lot to witness the inconsiderate galling which those 
who are called models of pditeoess will mflict on 
others whom it answers ao end to please. Polite- 
ness, like all other virtueSi must have a deeper 
root than is manifest, to be always in a state for 
Use ; and we can give no credit to that which flou- 
rishes only under certain climates, atmospheres, 
and circumstances. 

Lady £Ima made another attempt : she talked 
of Miss Aubrey's attainments, her application — she 
wished all her young friends would imitate her ; 
but finding this rather increased than abated her 
confusion, she added, ' this is my young friend's 
marine dibut^ and I must take care of her, or I 
shall have some great people very angry, and, 
amongst the rest, Lord Portargis, whom you raved 
about, Caroline, in your last letter.' 

Gertrude was for a moment scarcely able to 
stand. Lady Caroline whispered to bei' sister, be- 
hind Lady Elma. Lady Paula then iterated, 

* What? is Lord Portargis here? I say, Lady 
Elma, is Portargis here ?' 

It required one plunge to get out of the quick- 
sand into which Gertrude was sinking ; and recol* 
lecting herself, and what was due to herself, she 
answered for Lady Elma, who seemed to doubt 
whether another dose could be administered safely, 

* I can inform, your ladyship : Lord Portargis is 
here?' ' What? do you know him?' * Yes, 
madam.' * Have you known, him long ? what a 
nice young man he is ! he is^ I think, the best-tern* 

pered 
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percd creature I ever saw' — were questions and 
observations put and made, at the same moment, 
by tlie sisters, and too rapidly to need replies. 

* Lord ! Lady Elma/ said Lady Paula, ' do you 
know he has been talked of for that great heiress 
Miss Turberville Dickie ! did you ever know any, 
thing so ridiculous?' * What a shocking thing,' 
said Lady Caroline, ' for that poor girl to be 
obliged to add her uncle's name to her own f 
^ And her husband must take it V said Lady Paula. 
' Ah ! that makes it more likely her friends will try 
for a man of rank,' added I^dy Caroline ; ' but 
the children must all be Dickies ; and we shall have 
the Lady Dickies, or the honorable Miss Dickies* 
Do you know Miss Dickie r' 

' The question addressed itself to Gertrudop by 
Lady Caroline's full stare at her ; and she replied 
in the negative. ^ Is Lord Portargis as handsome 
as ever ?' asked her ladyship. ' He is thought so/ 
* You know him very well? can you tell hour 
old he is r' * Not quite of age.' * Arc you intimate 
with him ?' 

It was impossible for Gertrude not to smile, as 
she replied, * O ! yes, very intimate.' * Do you 
visit his family r' ' I came hither with Lady Lux- 
more.' ' What? do you live near them in the 
country?' * I WveU'ith I-ady Luxmore.' ^Livc%. 
with her ? how ? are you related to her ? is she 
your guardian? but 1 should suppose you are more 
than one and twenty, by your manners.' 

Gertrude paused ; and Lady ('arolinc looked, 
open-mouthed, ready to catch her reply. * I livCj' 

said 
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said Gertrude, not at all receding from her sclf^ 
command, ' zcith Lady Luxmore, because I have 
no other home — my father was a clergyman, and 
had the living of Luxmore ; he died, and left mc 
destitute. Lady Luxmore has brought me up; 
and I live with her ^vhile she pleases I should ; this 
is the whole of my history, madam.' 

Lady Caroline was a little confounded at having 
nothing more to ask. Slie quitted Gertrude, and 
crossed towards her sister and Lady £lma, who 
had withdrawn a little, and were in deep con versa- 
tion. The ladies took leave ; and Gerti'udc re- 
sumed her place. 

The short distance, at which, they now were,, 
from Lord Luxmore's, would have afforded just 
time to wonder how Lady Elma could be in the 
same hour so rational and so frivolous, had not her 
ladyship bestowed it in a compliment to her com- 
panion. * Those foolish girls,* said she, * make one 
foolish ; but they serve to remind me, in my own 
case, of the injustice of judging of any one from 
the society tlicy may be seen in. If you had never 
seen mc^ but with these silly creatures, who are, 
I assure you, very much like half .the world they 
live in, you must have set me down, and I am sure 
you would have done it, for a rattling giggling 
quizzing creature ; but I hope you will not be so 
cruel ; for, with youy it is impossible not to be 
what one would always desire to be.' 

Poor Gertrude was as much astonished, as if 
she had been told she had the power of stilling the 
i^cean, which uas lashing the beach below : she 

did 
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clid not, at first, comprelien^!;^ civility ; but find* * 
. ing that it was intended for. praise, she accept^ it - 
as kindness, and felt gratd[ul for the consolation. 

^ I cannot,' said Lady £)ma, pulling baqk, as 
tliey approached the door, where they were to part, 
'• 1 cannot endure you to think ill of me, though I 
feel I deserve it. I must exphtin, even if it be to 
my cost ; for I never have the least scruple in own- * 
ing myself ^Tong; ingenuousness lUways keeps the 
triumph in our own haiids ; and those who stoop; i 
save tliemselves many a blow« I certaiidy was 
guilty of an error. ^ In the joy of seeing those girls^ 
who are really very good .creatures, though I know 
they behaved a littiie high to you, I forgot ^ou. f 
saw you did not understand them ; and reallv to 
make them civil to you, I did, I believe, a very 
foolish thing — in — in naming your connections.' 

^ I can have no objection,' replied Gertrude 
mildly, ' to the naming my connections ; and as to 
my dependent situation, I would have every one 
who knows me, aware of it I only wish to avoid 
having my name joined to that of Loi'd Portargis : 
. w«re it ever to come to the knowledge of Lord or 
Lady Luxmore, I should inevitably be turned out 
of their house ; and as to Lord Portargis himselC 
though, having been brought up in some measure 
together, he is so kind as to appear interested about 
me, he certainly ought to resent such a use of 
his kindness ; and I could not blame him for with«- 
drawing it : if his mother had had a hired compa* 
fiion, I cannot suppose she would have been sub^ 

VPL.^ii. U ject 



jeet to this ioMnvenianoe ; aqdi what difSea-ance ia 
there between aueb a shuation aud mioe r^ 

^ You are perfectly rigbt» my dear young friend/ 
replied her ladysl)ip with teodemess. ' I am 
eharmed with your propriety and ingeniioiianess, 
aad your freedom from prepossession. Lord Port- 
ar^is certainly ought to look high; beside heia 
much too frivoloos^ Vm aure^ to please you ; and 
you are quite rig^t in your caution : you may de* 
pend on my care in future.' 

Gertrude a serenity waa reatored : Lady ElnM 
\|talked home with her^ and diffused, for half the 
mornings tlie infinence of lier good humor through 
the party. 
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Samiltf-comfort. All in danger. An improved mau. Parental 
kindness, FarfwcU to iht Korld. True esteem • Sincere gri0\ 
Piom offices. Resignation. 

The countess had found her congenial element, 
and an occupation for aW her powers of enjoyment ; 
and Gertrude reaped the advantage of the agree- 
able change. Her ladyship did all that she saw 
others do, either for health or pleasure ; and as, in 
both these pursuits, she found companions much 
better suited to her taste than Gertrude, whom she 
described to her new friends as insipid and low- 
spirited, her dependent was, in a very short time, 
left more at liberty than ever ; and enjoying all' the 
privileges of contempt and neglect, she had leisure 
to follow her inclinations, and, h^d she been so 
disposed, to recommend herself to tlie favor of thfe 
husband and to cultivate the passion of the ^on ; 
but somehow or other, notwithstanding the coud« 
tess's very humble opinion of the good qualities of 
htv protci^icy she never had the smallest real anxi- 
ety about the propriety of her conduct. Whether 
it was that she trusted to the harmlessness of h^r 
attractions, or to the integrity of her character, we 
will not decide ; but had Lord Luxmore, or the 
viscount, promised a journey with her * solus cum 
^ola/ Lady LuxmOTte trould perhaps have ex- 

V i} pressed, 
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pressed nothing beyond the sentiment, ' Much 
good may it do them, with such a dull companion 

as Miss/ 

It is very convenient to be odious : it is particu- 
larly convenient, as our triend Mrs. Britten used to 
say, to have reached that time of life when we can 
walk the length of a street without the necessity of 
protection or the fear of insult ; but moi^ particu- 
larly convenient is it to be beneath all suspicion, 
where suspicion might deprive us of our daily 
bread— and this was just the beatitude of Certnid^ 
Aubrey. 

Yet she was of use : her progress in what she 
was attaining, interested Lopd Luxmore, and pre- 
vented Im feeliqg the slowness q{ liis recovery. The 
books whicli she read, engaged hiin to read ; and 
to be able to cop verse on what he had read, wbs 
1% power tliat raised him in his own estimation, and 
gave a stimulus to his studies : his taste, though 
not deep, was not corrupt ; and as her light reading 
was French memoir, that which was to her asree- 
able and useful relaxation, was to him study not 
too severe. * I like your books of amusement,' 
saul he to her ; * they are far better than works of 
fiction ; they give history and biography in the 
pleasantest form; and one has not to reproach 
one's self with an entire waste of time ; you must 
keep me supplied, Miss Aubrey, with these hooks; 
and I sh^ll come out quite a chronicle.' 

Over the viscount she used a little more, but 
Equally harnjless, influence : he seemed desirous to 
pKtIl all he had gained under Mr. Sydenham, and 

. to 
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tb improve on it : lie shewed that much was in hi* 
power, with less exertion by far than attainment 
cost Gertrude ; but he had no application ; soon 
wearied^ soon discouraged, and ending all bis fits 
of industry whh a question oi its utility, he im- 
proved his faculties almost agahist his will, and 
sought counteracting idleness at the moment when 
his endeavors might have repaid him. The time 
had stolen away when he ovgbt to have been fitted 
tor his profession; and that was stealing atraj 
when he ought to have been entering on it That 
high confidence in what is called most arbitrarily 
and unintelligibly, * the chapter of accidents,* 
which, on principle, leaves all to be begun at the 
time when it should be finished ; and theit pet? rkatit 
towards Gertrude, which made bis plan of life al- 
ways uncertain, kept him totally idle as to the 
world ; while the hints thrown out by the earl, a^ 
lie was not used to enforce his opinions, gave no 
disquiet to his enjoyments. 
^ Lady Elma was the principal puppet-moVer, and 
was ably supported by Mr. Re3Tiardson, who db- 
pelled the clouds, whenever they gathered on the 
<;ountes$'s brow, his fair tD-adjutrix keeping up 
Lord Luxmore's satis&ction with himself on the 
conclusion of his fortieth year, by shewing him as 
worthy of her attention as his son. Scouting 
Portargis*s increasing disposition to lounge at 
home, she made him flee at the sight of her : she 
turned him over to the men of her acquaintance } 
and, by her knowledge df the world, doing some- 
thing visibly tending to fit bim for it, she accom- 

• plisbed 
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plishcd that influence over the party, which no two 
could feel alike, but each agreed to take as a dis- 
tinction. Standing tlius high by birth, coiiDexioQs, 
talents, and u)anners, admired by all the inea, aud 
accommodating to aU the women ; too Judicious to 
make any one tier enemy, and too prudent to leave 
any tiling to be said of her which she bad noi al«- 
ready said of herself, the fieisbion and favorite of 
the first class of society ». it was no small advantage 
to obtain ber regard, and no small credit to Miss 
Aubrey to be seen as lier companion, while od tbe 
part of Gertrude, ber kindness was returned bv 
. a;ratitnde for the peace she enjoyed at home^ tbe 
increase of knowledge she offered her, and the 
great improvement perceptible in the general de- 
portment of the viscount. Afflicted with no jea- 
lousy, 1 dying on no powers or pretensions, but 
studious of i)is good, she rejoiced in seeing his in- 
qrcasing intimacy with Lady Elma, notwithstanding 
licr unsparing reprehension of bis faulta; and aU 
Gertrude s advice to him tended to make him, ex- 
cept on one subject, conlidciuial with his adrairabk 
tutorcbs. The earls acknowledgments were added 
to (/erlrude*s : his sof^was now, to his moderate 
cxpcctutiuns, all he could wish him ; and he felt 
obli);ed in not being compelled to exercise tlie duties 
of a iatJK r. 

■ 

This harmonious situation of domestic afiairs 
had lasted tiiree weeks, and had stood the test of 
some bad weather, when the carl was attacked 
with an illness, of a nature so alarming as to leave 
little hope of lii:; life. Geitrude was again his nurse 

1 and 
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tncl comfort ; «nd whm ostensibly rdesdMd by the 
iDtatbti of attendance, she sdll superintended the 
vigilance of others : he woald scarcely allow her Id 
be out of his sight; and kindly or prudently Itcom- 
mending it to the coontess to take care 6f her 
healthy . and to be out as much as possiblei be ib- 
moved in a great measure the impediineni to his 
being gratified-^ibr Lady Luxmon& did Aot dis- 
obey fain. 

The ch'tumstances of this illness were totally dlf-* 
fefeot ifom tbose of his previous accideftt : he was 
the first to perceive his danger, and the laMt affecV 
ed by it: he wrote, himself, to Mr. Syderibam, ask« 
ing his presence ; he talked now of the world as not 
worth anxiety, of its troubles, its triill, itscofk- 
flictd, as too severe; and giving up his concerns ih 
this life, be had no objection to hear of another. 
Such is the happy effect of even iegimihg to do 
right, that a habit, not three months old, gave him 
a degree of peace and satisftustion he had flever be^*^ 
fore felt ; and as his lordship's tenets w<fre not ei- 
ther very deep or very dejecting, he i'^asonably 
comfortml himself, that, having evinced bis since- 
rity to his own conviction, it ^as not to be imputed 
to him, that he was hmdefed from proceeding. 
Nothing indeed could have been more correct than 
his conduct; every week made some improve- 
ment ip it ; and Gertrude bad begun to flatter her- 
"self, that on his next visit to his seat in the country^ 
he would set an example, in concurrencfc with aU 
Mr. Sydenham's wishes and plana. 

* Not 



296 I'i&E COUyPtSS AND GERTRUDE. 

Not to respect that ^hich is respectaUe, re- 
quires. ^ ii*orse head and beart than had £Bdlen 19 
the lot (of Portargis : hiB attention to his father was 
8uch «a.9 did honor ta both ; and misunderstandil^ 
the eaii's request to him, to think of his ease and 
healthy aft really what it appeared, the very ur- 
gency^ made him serve Gertrude the -most effectii- 
ally. By inducing him to share her attendiMaoe. 

La(W £lnia and Mr. Reynardson were de- 

.ilcient in nothing that could alleviate anxiety 

or rempve obstacles. Seeing that Lady Luznuxe 

could ^ql contribute, in any way, to the comfort 

of her ^ttsband, they made heri's their care ; and 

though j^r feelings were very different, as the one 

wished tjhe earl tp recover, and .the other only 

thotight^.-of seeing him handsomely out of bis way 

. to the mftre profitable friendship of his successor, 

tiie admirable course of this world^s government so 

control^d their wills and actions, that they ^ved 

.not th^i*own purposes, but those deinanded I9 

the occaii^fon* 

It is ti6t alt laadabie conduct that will bear the 
excessive, fefining that has be^n, of late, introduced 
amongst us ; — nay, God knows^ with regard to our 
vei7 selves^ ite can say we ^1 it difficult to reier 
to an action, however specious in the eye of the 
world, however honorably acquitted by a jury of 
frieud^s, wlvich will bear that analytical senitinisiog 
which it is easy to demand of our neighbors, and 
difficult to exercise in our own case. Anxious as we 
are to get at truth, toosi humbly desirous as we arc 

ta 
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to do oui* best; and disposed, as we pray we may 
always be, to acknowledge that, on oinr cwn endea- 
vors, there can be no reliance, we confess it^de^^ 
jects, it teazes; it discourages us, to be told, not 
only that all our attempts at goodness are impen* 
feet, but that the very endeavor leads u» only tife 
more astray;: and we cannot but fear that the Sam- 
ple may be followed, of « lady whom v(e heard in^ 
vited to a Sunday dinner-party, with some doubt 
whether engagements on that day were agreeable t6 
her, and who replied, * O! yes; we will certainly 
wait on you ; for, I assure you, we do not profess 
ourselves at all strict/ We do not wish to defend 
bad motives; we recollect that we are to argue from 
the fruit to the root; but we do not perceive in the 
Gospel that ^ small patterned' moral, which mo- 
dem writers make it so hopeless to copy. — A habit 
of acting well, will, through God*s assistance, give 
a habit of acting on rio^t principles ; and wiicn we 
commend the improved conduct of our party, we 
conceive ourselves to encourage, even feeble at* 
tcuipts, much more judiciously, than if we dispii- 
ragcd them by probing their sources. — "I'is very 
true, Lord Luxmore was resigned, because Tic was 
thwarted; hit son was dutiful, because he Mas not 
vexed; Lady Elma was assiduous, because she had 
formed an agreeable connection ; and Mr. Key- 
nardson assisted, because he thought the call on 
him would soon cease ; but all, except the lasf, 
were improvable persons. 

Tbc apathy with which medicine is sometiines 
practised, in places resorted to lor the chance of r^ 

covtrv, 
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Cpvcry, may be excused by the natural tendency of 
wc^r to make bodies smooth ; but to the honor of 
li lil>eral proicssion, we must say, tiiat eveoiu such 
polishing situutionsi we have seen a very small 
power of interesting produce the effect. We have 
been amused by the * bakednm^ats' and the frolic 
vi aiuneral at a watering-place; aod we have been 
shocked at tfie joke of tossing a little boy into the 
herse, as if it had been a liay-cai% to scramble oot 
as he eoi4d ; but a hard heart is not the common 
Ctccoinpaniment of an enlightened mind, and, in the 
present instance, the earl was told, not witli * pomp 
and circumstance,' but with the feeling of a fellow- 
creature, the regret of abilities exerted in vain, and 
the caution of a friend, tiiat the efibrt to save hifa 
must be made by Nature; and that as her aid wa» 
not to be relied on, dispatch in the arrangement of 
his aifairs, and an exertion of fortitude to meet that 
which, however common, is. peculiar, were called 
for, by the species and state of his disease. He 
received the tidings with a dignified submission, 
and a composure that argued his sense of the im- 
portance of the news, and his resignation to the 
sentence: he desired it might be communicitcd to 
his family in the gentlest terms; and that he might 
be left alone for an hour ; at tlie end of which time 
he summoned Gertrude onliff to his bed-side. 

She had heard the coniirmatioh of what, befoie, 
had been surmise counteracted by liope, with the 
dee[)est feeling of this world's unstable comforts, 
and the iiici-cased certainty, that he who can do 
jQothing in vain, must have rewards in store for 

those 
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tiiose w1k> . have even endeavored to obey him. 
She dried her tears — they gushed, anew. She 
cormnandcd them to stop ; and she obeyed Lord 
Luxmore^s summons. 

If the eurfs manners told any thing, it was the 
satisfaction of having^ if he did love, loved neither 
unworthily as to his object, nor culpably as to the 
species of his affection : he seemed to thank her 
for being what he couUI, even in this moment; 
wish to see : his style waS; * My friend,' * My 
child;' and Gertrude was, on the edge of both 
worlds, a choice not to be repented of. 

She indeed could excite no affection that was 
corrupt in its principle : whatever influence she 
had, must, under the control of her probity, be, 
at least, innocent. Gertrude Aubrey was not born 
or giUed for the ^ amaqdo perdere :' the dissolute 
would have shrunk from her: the dissipated 
would have avoided her : she bore about her, none 
of those fascinations that require the cautions 
necessary in carrying phosphorus: the regards 
she excited, were of a higher kind : — all might not 
like her; but they who once had liked, loved and 
esteemed her : she had not that three vcars' lease 
of a heavenly complexion, which renders one and 
twenty a formidable climacteric: her mind and 
heart formed her countenance ; and till their na- 
ture varied, Gertrude must retain all the advan- 
tages, whatever they were, that she was born with. 

Under di« dominion of a partiality which, in 
other circumstances, would have done him honor, 
and which certainly, even now, did not add to the 
npnber of bb follies^ Lord Lux more iia;jl grown a 

better 
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better man. Gertrude was tor him a nexl-door 
conscience ; and though there was none oif thai 
contidence between them, that informed her of her 
im[)ortance, she flattered hcFself, that by coDtri- 
butin*! to render him chearfuL siie assisted iu 
keeping peace : her good conduct was its own re- 
ward ; and as she took Lady Luxmore's perverse* 
ncsses for the copper wiiicli makes our coin cur- 
rent, siie was, the moment before her happiness 
was put in jeopardy, perhaps happier than ever 
she had been. 

To all tlie privations and fatigue demanded of 
her, she submitted, little sensible that she made 
any sacrifice. Lady Ehna called daily ; and she 
saw her for a few minutes ; but no attcaipt could 
(iertrude make, or feci inclined to make, towards 
abstracting her mind from the awful scene before 
her. Lord Luxmore himself talked to her of bis 
desperate situation; and, gratified by her reluc* 
tance to acquiesce in it, he shewed fortitude in 
endeavoring to prepare her for the event * I am 
so much happier,' said he, * than in my former ill- 
ness ; I Imve such a satisfaction, even in having re- 
solved as I have done, that I only regret I am 
prevented from doing what I intended; and I feeh 
no sorrow but in leaving Portargis and you. You 
have been an inestimable friend to me; and I 
siiould be an ungj'ateful wretch if I were not now 
anxious for your future fate. — ^^I wish you had 
iu)t dropt your corrcs[)ondence with Sydenham : I 
was very wrong; but you can easily explain it, aiid 
lay the l)lanie on mc. As to rcmair^iny withl^ady 
LuxuToie or not, you will be guided by. your o^n 

good 
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good sense. 1 have no wisU but for your kappi- 
ness ; an«l if Portargis turns out deserving of you^ 
be assured I can have no objection to his marrying 
you : he ought, indeed, to niaiiy for rank: but it Is 
a trifling consideration, when compared lodorucstic 
happiness. — /failed, in marrying for money ;— /ic 
may do as ill, in marrying for any other worldly 
(Consideration. 

These were Lord Luxmore's expressions to her, 
r,hcn alone witli him. It was only occasional! v, 
tliat the viscount sat for half an hour witli him; for 
Portargis'sgood-mitureand tender h(!art, now hav- 
ing an unobstructed field to move in, and not coun- 
terbalanced by any preparation of mind, acted 
like the guns rolling all to one side of a ship, and 
bore him down : he could not stand the appeal to 
his feelings ; and perhaps, at the moment, would 
have renounced half his follies, to have saved his 
father. 

She met him one day, when the earl was 
thought in the most imminent danger, coming out 
of his chamber and hardly able to :bupport him- 
self: she followed him into the drawing-room; 
and there he laiU his head on a table and wept like 
a child. She had moix^ firmness, but not enough 
to endure this trial : she tried to soothe him, and 
to reconcile him to that which appeared the viil 
of IVovidence. When he could speak, he broke 
out into the most violent accusations of himself^ 
for want of atVection to so good a fatiier, still 
mingling with then), reproaclies on his mother, for 
havin<i; contributed to his fathers uneasinesses and 

bis 
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Ills own errors ; and repeating to Gertrude, * ! 
you cannot think how g jod he has been ; you can 
have no idea of his kindness !'— -He burst out in s 
mixt tumult of joy and grief, with scarcely breath 
to utter six words together, into something like a 
recital of his fathers expressions in favour of that 
attachment, or rather habitude of love, which if 
it was not born with him, was nearly as old as 
himself. 

Gertrude was dumb : she could not be surprised, 
but she was overwhelmed ; and she heard not 
Ijis convulsive intreaties, that she would, as she 
now safely miglit, ratify his father's permissioa 
* Give me a little time,* she at last replied, — * do 
not suppose me unkind or ungrateful, but I am 
bewildered ; and I do not know what I ought to 
do.' — Portargis was beginning to reproach her, 
when they were both called to the earfs bed-side, 
where the countess had just paid her daily visit: 
he addressed the young people with the most pa« 
thctic tenderness, recommending their union, as 
soon as they should be of age, and shewed how 
j)rudcnt, how disinterested, nay, how ^^ ise we can 
be, when this world is compelled to quit its hold 
on us. He exerted himself to make his son sen- 
sible of the merit of her whom he seemed to be- 
queath to him ; and using expressions which raised 
her almost to a level with the family into which 
he, in the himdsomest terms, invited her, he con- 
cluded with saying, ' You will find my affairs in 
exact order — thanks to good Sydcn'iam ; and you 
will come into possession of an abundant income 

ancl 
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«d an improving eslSitc ; but I leavfe *you nothing' 
IS valuable a* this girl. 'Be civil to your mother, 
Lud tell her you had jny dying injunction to marry 
ilias Aubrey.' 

* You are too indulgent, my lord,' said Ger» 
rtjde : * I have little to say on the subject. — I 
lught perhaps to have not a word to say, but 
hat which my gratitude would dictate ; but I have 
een timt splendor is no substitute for comfort; 
ind perhaps I am made too cautious. I love 
Lord Pbrtargis as my brother; and I shall be 
lappy to devote my life to his happiness, if I am 
uire that in doing it, I do not sacrifice my own 
without securing his. We must be miserable to-' 
jether if he is not very steady: he knows me 
[jerfectly: he can judge how he can endure me 
AS a wife r he must recollect what I ^m, and w*ho 
[ am. It is at his own peril he takes me : be is, 
at this moment, free from all engagement, and 
surely he had better remain so. ' — * Not for the 
world,* he replied : / give me your consent, Gatty, 
and rely on my honor when I assure you, that no- 
thing shall be wanting to making you happy. 
Consider I have been always trying to pldase you,' 
Slid to gain your good opinion ; and thei'eford it 
will be no new task: if you will not promise your^ 
self to me, I shall then indeed give up, and cara 
pot what becomes of me.' 

* So many are the instances;' said Lord Lux- 
more, exerting himself to speak, * of young men 
made dissipated by the disappointment of a fair 
attachmept, that I should be sorry to see my son 

in 



304 THE COUNTESS AND 6£RTEUDE» 

in this situation. I shall not be here to guard 
Kim; tlierefore, Gatty, for my comfort^ for the 
ease of my last moments, if you have no greait re- 
luctance, engage yourself. — Come to uae, my chil- 
dren, and. let mc join your bauds/ 

The viscount led up the trembling G^rtrude^ 
%nd the earl, with all the little energy left him, 
gave tiiem his blessing. — It seemed his last ex- 
ertion : he . reiterated the blessing, and then 
recollecting himself, said in a low voice to Port- 
urgis, ' Say nothing to your mother, she will 
only torment her: — send Gatty back with Sy- 
denham, if he comes. I must now think of my- 
self.* 

Events came too fast for even tlie sober-minded 
Gertrude to sustain tbeir rapidity: she was obligeci 
to sutler her tears to flow at their pleasure and 
to beg a few minutes quiet solitude: she then re* 
turned to Lord Luxmores bed-side^ where, ex<r 
fluding even the viscount, she passed the remain* 
der of that day, as she had done the two preceding 
in anxious expectation of Mr. Sydenham ; and 
when night came, in the more painful expectation 
of the change which superstition, rather than ex-* 
perience, made the nurses assure her would take 
place at midnight. . Lady Luxmore had a new 
friend in a i>ext-door neighbor. Mr. Reynardson 
was in the house, and Lady Elma had great cwt* 
solation in her power, for those at all inclined 
to listen to it> as she argued eloquently against 
the unreasonableness of sQrrow where it could be 
pf no avail. , . 

Jjord 
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Lord Luxmore, however, remained three days 
longer in this state, and without growing per- 
ceptibly worse : he smiled complacently when he 
saw his son with Gertrude ; and the little he could 
say, shewed a mind fitly preparing to leave to 
others what had been the vain pursuit of his 
best years : accident accounted for Mr. Syden- 
ham's silence, by informing the family of his 
absence from home^ and the uncertainty of his 
stay in any one place. 

The earl remained satisfied with Gertrude's 
reading to him ; and at intervals he seemed disposed 
to converse seriously. The Scriptures were not 
now so new to him as in his former illness; and 
it was great comfort to him, that, without the for- 
mality of even fetching a bo6k, Gertrude's mind 
and men)ory could minister to his necessitiesf 
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It was neither hope with its elations^ nor fear with 

rfe depressions, that could make- Gertrude swerve 

^om her pUm duty : her sense of right and wrong 

was not founded on her feelings, but aninmttd by 

r&em : when informed that she was to be Countess 

of Luxmdre, she was still Gdrtrude Aubrey; atod 

had lier scarcely-credible prospect been removed 

even by the caprice of him who had sanctioned it, 

the change would not have relaxed the smallest 

... 
part of her assiduities, 

Ix)rd Portargis was not quite so steady: he 
could now support the prospect of his father*s 
death with itiore composure, though he felt af- 
fectionately towards him : he availed himself of 
every moment Mhen he could seize on Gertrude, 
to beg her not to defer their marriage longer than 
-ivas necessary; he talked of a private wedding 
which would save appearances ; and his mind was 
fcrmenting with its own fulness. To have pa- 
tience, was tlie only acquiescence he would not 
promise ; and his caution proved his knowledge of 

.<: I ' hilOKrif. 
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himself, and ^id credit to his lioiietity, if not to hi^' 
i^agnanimity. 

But the earl recovered.- A short but shartj 

fit of the gout — the iirst he had had, and which 
Y\,e bore with patience and gratitude, removed hi9 
datiger ; and, in a f§w days after liis physicians 
had consigned him to the care of those who take, 
frankly ^nd fairly^ for their motto, * Mors mihi lu- 
crum/ he was on ccutches and in tlie drawing-roocq^ 

A fine September day received him to his unr 
expected state of convalescence ; and ^ben Ger-. 
trude had dispatched the countess for her airings 
seen the earl seated, comfortably and free fi*om pau), 
opposite the exhilarating prospect, and Lady Elma, 
who had called in to make her friendly enquirieSg 
was diffusing around hei* ttie sunshine of benevo^' 
lent feelings, she was, perhaps, not only happier 
tlian ever in her life, but happier than is the com^ 
mon lot of this world. If she had any pride, the 
pix>of she had received of the attachment of th^ 
family, might now soothe it : if ^he had any vanity, 
her importance with them might intlate it ; but shQ 
had as little of either quality as m^ost girls ; and 
the quantity she brought into the world with her, 
had been very much extracted from her compo- 
sition, by that most powerful air-pump, adversity, 
which ejects from the mind all tlie gas that comes 
under the denomination of nonsense. 

In the present instance, she, without her own 
qonsciousnessi was acted on by Mr. Sterling's ffOr 
quent precepts, * Give to every part of your min^ 
its proper province : Jceep things an4 i(}^? 4(B* 

X s parate : 
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parate: do not let your imagination interfere wrtb 
realities, or bring to the test of reality, that which 
is addressed to the imagination. Do not convert 
the Scriptures into allegories, or exact of a poem 
that it should contain facts ; and wl>en you lfK)k 
on human life, take care the pictare is not falsified 
by reflected lights.' — In considering, therefore, on 
lier bed, or in her chamber,* the great, the flatter* 
ing, the gaudy prospect before her, she endeavored 
to see it as it would be to her, and not as it might 
appear to her fancy. The elevation it promised, 
made her not giddy, but cautious ; and she felt it 
yome abatement of her confidence that she must 
set out in life, with one as ignorant of it as she 
was, and still more exposed to its temptations. 

But we must .be ingenuous ; and though we 
claim great approbation of Gertrude's equanimity, 
though we portray it as the natural consequence of 
a mind thus disciplined, and we exhort all young 
women to keep that command over themselves, 
even in trying circumstances, which proves them 
the disciples of Ilim, who came to teach us for- 
bearance ; yet, as we would not deter from honest 
endeavors by setting tlie standard of right too hi^b, 
we will confess that Gertrude had an assisting feel- 
ing in her bosom when she was thus moderate : 
and not only in the present instance had this feel- 
ing aided lier: she had experienced its influence 
when she suffered herself to be interested in Mr. 
Carr's application to l^dy Luxmore, and still 
more when that application failed; and had she 
been a party to tlie subsequent attempt of Pr^M i-* 
i - rabel. 
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rabcl^ it would equally liave promoted his interest, 
and have made her satisfied in the repulse : it was 
a strange feeling that could, at one time, make her 
permit a request and acquiesce .in its refusal, and 
render her at anotlier, to all appearance, anxious 
for her fate, and negligent of it^ but such a feel- 
ing existed ; and iiavingbeen thus candid, we must 
not at present go farther in explaining, than to say 
that no one of the three who had offered tiiemselve^, 
was the man with whom she would ha.ve wished to 
pass her life. The controling power of her piinciples 
was most to be recognized in the secret of her 
heart : she dared not give form and substance to 
her wish ; — she prayed not to be led into tempta- 
tion : she would have married Harry Carr chear- 
fuHy, because she could esteem him, she liked him, 
and she could have done her duty; — she would 
have suffered herself to have been given passively 
to Dr. Mirabel, because she would have feared to 
refuse what might .assist in detaching an idea that 
had got hold on her mind. Not to be grateful in 
the present instance, would have been, to her ap- 
prehension, a rejection of the hand of the Al- 
mighty ; and had any evil betaUen the viscouQt, 
in consequence of her rejection, sh^ would, though 
free from superstition, have blamied any obstina<;y 
on her part;— beside, she loved Portargis. 

She was now dimisscd from her close attend- 
ance, and resumed her usual habits of industry. 

. The viscount with more delight, but with perhaps 
somewhat less of method; returned to his office uf 

, classic tutor, and fancied hiiiiself the Abelafd of 

tlie 
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the drama ; but he could not prevail on his pupil 
to think herself at all honored by the parallel with 
Heloisa. \lr. Sterling had too frequently wished 
every young woman, in danger of the tyranny of 
passion, to read the genuine correspondence of 
these lovers, to admit of her being igndrant of the 
degradation to which the female victim had sub- 
jected herself; and she was perfectly convinced 
by it, that when two Cupids are harnessed together, 
and the more powerful needs the whipcord, it is 
time for the other to slip out of the collar, * Who, 
Mr. Sterling would say, * can expect honor, con- 
stancy, fidelity, from passion and selfishness?' As 
Abelard is portrayed to us by the roost authentic 
documents, he is the coarse voluptuary; and how- 
ever Heloisa might have been deceived in him at 
first, she ought to have been disgusted t^ith fans 
brutality. It is impossible to read her requests to 
see him, to hear from him, and to gain his atteo- 
tion and advice, in matters where she needed them, 
•imd to know the manner in which they wore an- 
Bwered; without thinking him a brutish, obdurate 
wretch. You see in his mind and feelings not the 
tuiallestt trace of cultivation ; he might liave been 
Df any country and of any age of that eountay, 
where society was in its rudest state ; and I can 
picture this theologian and this tremendous disfMi- 
Aint, this accomplished scholar, this luminary of 
the M orUI» as a Dutch boor sitting wrapt in a dirty 
blanket, and smoaking his pipe, while a wiib might 
chop wood for him, and his children might be 
lemming that vice of nature, depi-edution. If the 
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man bad been a consistent character, be would 
have had my respect ; but when he chose to plaj 
the Damon, and to set up for a pretty tellow 
amongst the women, which certainly was the am^- 
bition to which his love of polemics succeeded, he 
ought to have -aiTected to carry a heart in bis 
bosom.* 

Almost insensibly, and certainly without any ef- 
fort on her part, Gertrude bad become, in great 
measure, emancipated from her subjection to Lady 
Luxmore. The establishnient at Brighton- was 
such as befitted tlie rank of the family ; and the 
expence was liberally defrayed by the earl, who, to 
relieve the countess from cares which did not tend 
to her peace, had requested Gertrude to superin* 
tend it. It was a novel duty to her; but it required, 
she soon found, only the exertion of a little atten- 
tion and common s^nse ; atid, under the guidance 
of her wish tp do 4ight, she acquitted herself so 
much to the earl's approbation, that her province 
was every df^y enlarged, and she found herself re- 
sponsible for theAvhole conduct of the falnily-detail. 
By an even -^handed justice, by quiet steadiness, 
and by a successful endeavor to know >vhat was 
•fit, she escaped error, and had the satisfectldn of 
f)}easing those for whom she took pains, and tbote 
wl2om sbe was to employ m the same endeavor. 
rShe had only to endure a few side-speeches or 
taunting witticisms from tlie countess ; and as .sh? 
never replied to them farther than by an ofter to 
quit her responsibility, the conversation could nor 
iast long. 

It 
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It was not in Lord Luxmore*s nature to give 
paio willingly, or to cause needless trouble. He, 
therefore, on the first day after the crisis of his 
disorder, made Gertrude %vrite a few lines to Mr. 
Sydenham, at the hazard of their not reaching him, 
biit with the intention of sparing him an unneces*- 
sary journey; and scarcely was this duty of frieDcl- 
ship and politeness performed, when Mr. Syden- 
ham's absence from home, for which the fkmily 
had supposed clothing but an ordinary pause, was 
accounted for, by an article in the newspapers, an- 
nouncing the marriage of Sir Veni Vidi Vici qf 
Sham park, Nottinghamshire, which the compo- 
sitor had, by some strange blunder, made Nothing- 
bamshire, with Miss Brett, sp described as to leavp 
no doubt pf her being Mr. Sydenham's niece. 

The paragraph first caught the countess s eye ; 
and she read it with an expression that, if the 
subject would have borne it, might have beep 
construed into triumph ; but how could it poncera 
iier P-T-and, above all, how could it please her r— 
Writei's have endeavored tp define and analyse the 
pseudo-pleasure we feel in the calamity of another. 
O ! let it not be reasoned on; let it be proscribed 
even in the mention ; but, if it does, if it must 
jexist, it is to be accounted for on the disgraceful 
corruption pf pur natjure, — ^^s a sin against the 
laws of the religion we profess, against oStD, 
against God, — as fitted only to 3avage nature, — ^ 
• not to be pamed amongst Chfistiaps.* 

The earl and Gertiude, who alone were present 
ii\ilh the countess at the moment, stared at pach 

other. 
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ether* ■*■ This must be wrong/ said his lordship; 

* this can never be with thaconcurronce of my 
good friend : this must be some quarrel, some jea- 
lousy, some pique, or some jilting trick : and I tear 
the girl must be ruined ; for she is of age, and her 
large pro|>erty has, I dare say, allured Sir Veni/ 

* Uo you know him r' said the countess. 

* O ! yes ; he's a fme dashing soldier-like fellow, 
witli not too much principle, but a great deal of 
good humor : he has not, I suppose, by this time, 
a sixpence of his own ; for he has been making 
<lucks and drakes of his money, ever since 1 knew 
him ; and I fancy his family mansion is mortgaged 
up to the chimnies. It must be a bad business — 
I must write myself to Sydenham.' 

* Ah !' replied her ladyship, * she is not the first 
fool tliat has thrown herself away ; and she won't 
ho the last' 

The earl bad prudence enough to bold his 
tongue.-: Gertrude heard not what was said. 

•^ If I had been of her council,' continued the 
countess, ' I could have told her what it is to 
throw one's self away.' • 

His lordship s prudence tottei:ed. Still Ger- 
trude heard not; till setting down his coflee-cup, 
^e replied — * Unhandsome, Lady Lu^^noi-e: I beg 

Sitbing more may be said on that subject If 
is man behayes no worse than I have done, she 
will have little cause to complain. I have not 
wasted your property : — I have not disgraced you : 
I would have done better, if you would, have done 
^our part ; b^t if we come to personal redections, 

which 
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M'hich I detcsti perhaps 1 may have as much to 
say as y8u. 1 insist on your silence. I advise it 
as your friend. I beg your pardon ; but you force 
uie to be rude/ 

Lady Luxniore, for the first time, perhaps, ia 
her conjugal life, obeyed when she might tiave re- 
sisted, and was silent with the power of spcakiog. 
^V'as it that his lordship was right? — Was it that 
his lordship was firm r Or was there something, in 
his unaverted eye, that s.ubdued her. 

Perhaps this transient detneli might have dis- 
tiu*bed Gertrude, and have given her some weak 
apprehensions for the continuance of her present 
peace and comforts ; but the cause that had given 
occasion to it, was so infinitely superior in impor* 
tance to the effect produced, that she beard tlie 
<iialogiie witiiout feeling it Though not inclined 
to be tlic world^s dupe, she had not learnt suspi- 
cion : she knew that its society was composed of 
nioFe than one sort of persons, and she could not 
be ignorant that characters shaded into each other, 
till it was difficult to discriminate between their 
component colors ; but ttmt the very good, the 
highly commended, the esteemed, the beloved, the 
examples of life and manners, sliould, in an ia** 
staat, as it weic, fall ^ trom the bright -meridian 
%vhcre* they *' stood,' into the abyss of folly andjB" 
consistency, and become, instead of the pride, ve 
:ptu<:isure, the boast of a family, its shame, and its 
.turmeni. bhr, who had known the restraint of the 
curb bci'orc she had felt the Mimulus of the 6pur, 
/could out understand. SlieJLncw net iiiiat it is to 

act 
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«ct not on principle : «he knew not the lordly cha- 
racter of the will : she knew not that years of the 
i)Gst teaching, and every assurance of s^uccess, are 
<)aily reduced to notiiiug, literally in the twinkling 
of an eye, by the electric spark of wayward passion. 
Could she have reasoned on the subject, she would 
liavc seen the good sense of the heathen mytholo- 
^ts, in making a paramount deity of Cupid : there 
was no other way, in their system, of keeping one 
half of the world within the description of rational 
•beings. Let us not be told that we can make no 
allowances, that we know not the human heart, and 
are ' foe to love:' we wouki make every allowance 
for every thing honest; we know llie human heart; 
and we pity it when there is the smallest claim to 
pity ; and to love, as the sunshine of young lexist- 
'ence, as possessing, beyond any other passion, the 
power of creating virtue and rewarding it with bap* 
piness, we are sworn friends ; but a jilt is a jilt» 
-and a jilt is a person entitled to no credit ; there- 
fore Gertrude could not admit the idea that 
Miss Brett's conduct couid come under 'this de- 
'«cription. 

But the return to Lord Lu itmore's httt ' lettisr 
-was a bar to her acquittal; for though It delaiM 
circumstances ^ith forbearimpe, the truth cKMld-Tiot 
"be^ld, without a sad impeaehment of Miss Bret^s 
moral integrity. She ceMaiAly had led the way in 
3asil Sydenham's attachment to faek*; but that at- 
tachment, his general resjpect for women, his feel- 
ing for the necessary shackles of their mk, his 
esteem-lorhis oounn, the* love coadequent on rela- 
tion 
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lion and early habit, her own personal and acqav- 
ed recomDicndationSy and, perhaps as strong an 
incentive us any, her preference of him, had made 
deep and serious impression, and not to be de- 
stroyed but by unnorthiness ; and even then not 
ininiediateiy. It requires some time to persuade 
a generous nature that the mind which has seemed 
congenial, has no sentiment in common ; it requires 
sonic rhetoric to persuade a getitleman^ that a 
w Oman well born, endowed, and educated, can be 
guilty of vulgar baseness ; and it requires resolu- 
tion to get rid of that habit of thinking which 
makes domestic union its farthest horizon, and 
which addresses itself, in detail and circumstancCi 
to an hour which is to give new cares, new soli- 
citudes, and new pleasures. 

The communications of ^Ir. Sydenham's letter 
were, that he was disappointed, and his sister 
broken-hearted. Basil fortunately was still de- 
tained abroad. Sir Veni, having been unsuccess* 
ful at play,- had retreated to the house of a friend, 
to whose daughters Miss Brett was, at the time, 
making a visit. Hearing from his host, that she 
was a young woman with a large fortune at her 
own disposal, and not at all checked by the warn* 
ing that she was engaged, he betted bis last five 
guineas with a young man in the house, that he 
would win this betrothed lady: the father very 
honorably apprised her of the wager, and almost 
advised licr returning home ; but she laughed at 
the supposegi danger ; and more could not have 
bee^n st^id ^\i(liuut otfending her. Nothing was 
• " perceived 
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perceived by the family : she quitted them in a 
Ibrtnight to return home : her own carriage and 
servants were to convey her : the distance was not 
twenty miles : but her next letter was dated from 
a hotel in London, and subscribed by the name 
that proclaimed her mad folly. From tlience, she 
betook herself, with the object of her new passion, 
to Holyrood-house, and again addressed her mother, 
with assurances of her perfect happiness : ' her hi- 
therto delicate healtli it was probable, would obtain 
vigor in a northern climate : Sir Veni was a most 
affectionate husband, and was determined to grow 
prudent : she had, to be sure, done a very foolish 
thing ; but it convinced her that what she had bO' 
fore felt and fancied love, was not that genuine pas* 
sion, as she must confess she had never loved any 
thing in this world as she did Sir Veni, from tiie 
first hour of conversing with him : — he had gi-eat 
resources in himself, and joined her in every thing 
respectful and affectionate : he would send Mr. 
Sydenham some moor game, and she hoped her 
dear mother and good uncle would see it was the 
best plan to take no notice of what could not now 
be helped. She did not doubt poor dear Basil 
would soon reconcile himself, and see it was all for 
the best : she had not had a letter froui him for so 
long, that indeed she must say, this was in a great 
degree the cause of the rash step she had taken; It 
was, at all events, her determination that, on her 
part, there . should be no breach between her and 
lier relations*' The lady was not treated unfairly 
in tlib detail of her proceedings and sentiments ; 

fof 
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for Mr. Sydenham had incloaed her letter: it 
proved her a dishonorable bankrupt io comaKm 
faith, and as such ahe was now despised by the 
head of her family. 

Gertrude was released, in mind aa wdl as in 
person, when she could quit the room after bear- 
ing this narrative : she had only half an hour ta* 
spare, hut this was all bestowed on tiie event, and 
its probable consequences : — never had she felt as 
she did now. She saw, in idea, Mrs. Brett bowed 
to the earth in sorrow and in shame, not daring to 
look at her brother, recollecting his active exer- 
tions for her Mary's happiness, and repenting every 
step she had taken :-*she doubted whether Mr. 
Sycienliam and his sister could remain together ; 
and then this good man, this excellent father, kind 
brother, and invaluable friend 1 — to see him making 
up his manly mind to the voluntary exile of bis 
only son, perhaps approving and encourag^ that 
which he knew must break a Other's heart, in the 
words, ^ Stay thou, and let me die :* O ! it 
was grievous ! — and that Basil Sydenham aboukl 
be treated so !«*The clock struck, and she set out 
for Lady £lma*s. 

The suspension of intercourse which Lord Lux- 
more's ihness had occasioned to Lady £lma and 
(iertrude, made tbeui meet with increased plea- 
sure. Mr. Reynardson had been, for a few days, 
absent, and returning just at tliis time, was of use 
in assisting to amuse the earl and engage Lord Poit- 
ar^, on whom it now reqpiced the utmost -con- 
straint 
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stiaint to keep secret his situation with regard to 
Gertrude, who^ why she could scarcely tell, dreaded 
beyond all reason, its publication. His money 
was laid out in presents for her, which made her 
anxious rather than happy, since a discovery of 
them w*ould have, at least for a time, have sub- 
jected her to very unpleasant suspicions ; and U ith'- 
out being unkind, it was very difficult to prevent 
his being seen constantly with her. At length, 
like persons who could not depend on their own 
prudence, they laid down . rulcs^ and times, and 
seasons for .meetiiifr, and lor being separate; bat 
this caution made little mor(.* difference in the af- 
fair than convincing them still more of their diffi- 
culty. 

If Lady Elma had any suspicions on the subject 
the was too well bred to hint tliem, after sl^e had 
learned fron^ Gertrude the jeopardy in which they 
might place her ; but, as if she studied the comfort 
of her young friend, she drew her more than ever 
from her home, and by introducing to the countess 
a set of acquaintance calculated to employ and 
gratify her, and by expi^essing her wish to relieve 
ber from a sameness of society, she rendered her 
thankful for a plan that left her, more than ever, 
at liberty to detail, without fear of contradiction or 
observation, the miseries she had to endure from a 
pegligent husband, an uni\ffectionate son, and a 
learned Miss, who thought herself wiser ihan any 
body, ^ because she understood giammar.' 

To amuse Lord Ji^uxmore under hi?, remaining 

weakness, 
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weakness, and tlie fluctuation of animal spirit^^ 
conseqaent on « reduced frame, was much of tl)« 
employment of Gertrude's hours, and for which 
she could forego any thing. It is one of the plea- 
santest charities of life ; and it is very much to be 
wished that, in the pursuit of accomplishments, 
those were reckoned particularly worthy of attain-* 
ment, which contribute to the comfort and recovery 
of our friends, when in that state of health, be- 
tween sick and well, which is, perhaps, more trying 
to the spirits and temper than positive disease. We 
cannot be supposed to recommend educating young 
persons as slaves to the caprice and fastidiousness 
of those who light all around them under the fake 
colors of imaginary evil ; but we certainly do con- 
ceive that the judgment, the good-sense> and the 
activity of the sound, can do much to the benefit of 
the IialJ'Sicky and that the want of powers of this 
description, has been sometimes felt, and resent-* 
ment shewn in hastiness towards those whose inten^ 
tions were deserving of acquittal. 

And even in the happier intercourse of society, 
to amuse is of inestimable value ; and not to be 
able to do it has not unfrequcntly laid the'founda^ 
tlon of apathy which has ended in unkindness, arid 
estrangement. When our vigorous-minded friend 
William, married the object of his early and tender 
affection, it was matter of hope and anxiety to all 
their relatives, that they, who were so well fitted to 
discharge the duties of parents, might have a nu- 
merous progeny ; but a few years reconciled every 
one to their childless prospects ; and it was soon 

perceived 
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]3€rceived, that, should Providence withhold tliis; 
blessing, the incoiiipleteness o£ their happiness 
would scarcely be felt ; for Susan united in her ^ 
loveliness all the charms of all ages ; and while she 
irendered to William the services of an informed 
companion and a sensible friend, she reserved, for 
the hour when his stretch of thought relaxed, and 
great concerns remitted their pressure, a sportive- 
iiess, an adaptability, a novelty of powers, and va- 
riety of ideas, that left nothing to be sought. 

If we would see the contrast, let us look at Wal- 
ter and his Lucy. He, at thirty, married an ami- 
able creature, of twenty-three : Nothing could be 
objected to thQ match : he had wealtli, she had 
pedigree; and their tempers good, and their sen- 
timents correct, they laid claim to a large share of 
human happiness. Equally disliking London, ex- 
cept as an occasional resort, they settled themselves 
on his noble estate, in a mansion and situation that 
realised every wish; and while occupied with 
visitors and friends, all went well ; but the first 
time Walter had occasion to say, * My dearest 
Lucy, what can you do to amose mc:' — he felt that 
he needed something beyond innocence and pretti- 
oess, to enliven a deep snow, and remove an indo- 
lent nervous head-ache : music he liked vei*y Well^ 
-when in et state to hear it : her attempts at copy* 
ing prints into drawings he approved,- when he 
could correct her outline : her nice needle-work he 
admired, when the motion of iier hand did not an- 
noy him ; and he would have lis^ned to her read- 
ing to him with pleasure, Could he have substituted 

VOL. III. r a natural 
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a natural tone for tlie high pitch, and avoided key* 
note of her place of education ; but when these 
powers were useless, what could pretty Lucy do? 
Conversation she had none : her curicsity had ne* 
▼er been roused ; and what * became a young wo- 
man' was the boundary of her enquiry : the care 
of her person occupied stated * periods of the 
morning; and Walter looked forward on certflin 
days in the week, to the prospect of a longer soli- 
tude than usual : repaid, indeed, by the improved 
and glowing brightness of her complexion, and her 
bn\r. In their evenings, he proposed chess or 
backgammon : ' she, happy to oblige, would play 
willingly, if he would have the patience to teadi 
her/ Of cards she had more knowledge ; but her 
games were those of the merry circle : • she would 
learn cribbage, or picquet with pleasure ; but she 
eould not say she liked games for two : she wbhed . 
she could amuse him, but she knew^slie was a very 
dull companion/ 

It was not in Walter's nature to be severe ; and 
the inconvenience appeared temporary, till in-tari- 
ed with the hebdomadal welcome and farcwel of a 
situation five and twenty miles from town, he be- 
gan to wi«h himself less dependent on society ; and 
relaxed in his invitations. The experimenl of three 
years, excluded hope, and confirmed his forebod- 
ings ; bikI the remedy nearest at hand, a long resi- 
dence in I-ondon, and excursions to places of mul- 
titude, was seized on. Still there werc times, and 
time? in every day, when, as a domestic man, be 

fdt 
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felt bia haunting tacuatn. Lucy made na in- 
terests, no improvements : to keep up what she 
had learnt, was her aim; and she was diligent by 
measure; she played the same lessons of uniit- 
teresting execution : she copied draiwings' of the 
same class : she read and extracted ; and w|ien the 
extract was neatly written into her Morocco vo- 
lume, her conscience^nd her memory felt e<jually 
relieved. 

A temporary variety offered itself in a visit from' 
a female cousin of Lucy's, a native of Irelandi 
who united to the advantages pecaliaf to that 
country, the softened interests of ui education in^ 
the south of France. Walter was in ill healtte 
and low spirits when she arrived t she roused him^ 
and his maladies of mind and body fled. Without 
much pei'sonal attraction, she charmed him : she 
professed nothing : she could do any thing. When 
Lucy had risen from her instrument, after a long 
cramp sonata. Rose would sit down negltgentiy, 
and in gloves and unsuspended chat, play a soft 
melody; she would command silence, and sin^ 
till her southern feelings bade her break offl— * 
When Lucy requested to be saved the * trouble of 
informing herself of the state of public afiairs,' , 
Rose could discuss the fate of empires, and predict 
fhe views of tyranny. While Lucy was elaborately 
^ finishing a distance,' on which she had spent t^ 
months. Rose would sketch her figure, and give it, 
where alone it could possess it, animation and IK 
character. When Lucy was trying to cemprefaend 

y a the 
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the interest of cbess. Rose gpive her queen, and 
was victor ; and when Lucy wat bestowing ail her 
taste and tliougbt on a dress for a ball, Rose 
eclipsed by privation and simplicily. Rose used no 
artitice ; she must have been artful to be otiier tbaa 
sbe was. Lucy was too just to be jealous ; but 
her happiness was gone ; and Rose, in the alterna- 
tive of impeaching her high honor, or withdrawing 
ber powers of usefulness, could not hesitate. She 
amight again her friends in Languedoc, leaving for 
her cousin an affectionate letter, exhorting her to 
activity of mind : the advice came wlien habits were 
fixed : lAicy could not comprehend that her hus- 
band could disapprove her, for continuing to be 
that which had attracted his love. Perseverance in 
right, she understood to mean an unvaried state of 
tliings; on m hich principle a beautiful infant should 
never gr.ow to tlie age of manhood, and the dials 
should shew the hour once in twelve. Obstinacy 
was the result of her reasoning ; and she saw her 
husband change his character, and become grave- 
ly dissipated, in tlie comforting consciousness 
that he had atways Jourid her the woman he mar^ 
rkd. 

: Lady £hna was of great use in Gertrude's plaii^ 
as she assisted in passing many eveuiqgs with tbe^ 
,earl, and in this time, Gertrude, by steady ob- 
servation enabled herself to repeat what she had 
seen. She made it a duty to get a knowledge of 
all tlie amusing games that Lady Elma played to 

such 
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wch perfection as gc^ve them an interest beyond 
their own ; she procured every llm^ in her reach 
that was admirable, curious, or diverting, and was 
encouraged by seeing that his recovery seemed to 
give him that perennial well of tranquil joy, ^ 
thankful heart 
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CHAPTER LXIII. 

Prudent restraint. Adtantageous injktpice. New urfnNbe- 
tiotis. Untimely repentance. Cimtradictary reports. Deep 
thought. The chaperon a icoman rf address. Nemain. 
A tabby. 

To save that most valuable an4 now abridged pos* 
session, Ume ; to avoid observation, and, if possi- 
ble^ to starve down the countesses still existing dis- 
position to take in an ill sense all she said or did, 
Gertrude, whose acquaintance, of necessity, must 
increase with that of Lady Luxmore, ^till declined 
all pjBrsopal iajtimacies and all invitations to pablic 
^r private amusements ; and in this prudence. Lady 
Luxmore kindly encouraged her, by adding, when- 
ever she beard her excuse herself, her opinion |hat 
it woufd be very improper for a young person In 
* her situation of life,' to be seen - gadduig aix>uf in 
company ; beside ^ Miss Aubrey had no fortunenf 
her own, and all her expences came out of her 
purse;' therefore * it uould be very ^rrpngfcr her 
to think of expensij/e plans:' she must be sensil^le 
pf * the charge she was already to her ;' and * cef» 
tainly there was no occasion to make it more/ All 
this Gertiude heard, and felt to her fingers' leods; 
but a hearty cry, which she could generally enjoy 
|i^dis$urbed in her own chamber, unless one of the 

1 maidr 
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inaid-servants came with her execrations and com- 
mberatioDSy always settled the matter. 

She soon perceived that a place such as Brigh- ' 
ton, even seeing it only as she saw it, must present 
an epitome of the world worth her observation ; 
and under the guidance of Lady Einia, she would, 
even restricted as she was, have seen it to great 
advantage, had not the ' pour se faire aimable* 
thrown a mist over the objects she wished to un- 
derstand. 

It is perverse to complain of the eflfectof agree- 
ble qualities; but certainly Lady Lima's had that 
if giving so pleasant a hue to most minds, that 
what they were in themselves, it required more sa- 
gacity than a novice could possess, to discover, and 
mis-led as completely as the principle, ' to make 
Monsieur feel happy,' mis-leads a traveller in 
France, wlien assured that six leagues are three. 

Gertrude would not, perhaps, have suspected 
Ihis had she not been led to infer it from what she 
observed in the countess, viho, in the society of 
Lady Elma, appeared a creature to be moulded and 
fashioned at tlie pleasure of any one who would 
lake the trouble ; for having, in process of days, 
)earqt some of tlie little arts of popularity, or at 
]e^f^i^ veiling her temper, so that those who could 
SisfiH^h&r, ipight approach her without pricking 
tjjHsir.^ng^, fbejiad procured, not only sympathy 
for^befs^lf, but iKpme very valuable assistance in 
^rpi of. gpod advice, which those who listened to 
lN9r9«thojijgbt proper to bestow on Miss Aubrey. 

. When 
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When Lady Elma was in danger of being pesr 
tcred with persons who would have proved hitt: 
dmnces to that independence she affected, she 
amused herself, and got rid of them, by turning 
them over to Lady Luxmore, to whom, as they 
were, in general, persons, if not of birth or wealth, 
of high connections, they were always acceptable; 
and in some of these instances, Gertrude saw nKMre 
of the truth, than she could otherwise have got at: 
she took all these circumstances still as lessons; 
and who can say they did not assist in forming her 
character, and giving her that power of acting for 
herself, whicli must otlierwise have been inspira- 
tion if she had ever attained it? 

On the Steyne one day with Lady Elma, two 
ladies, one rather advanced in years, came up to 
them ; and in terms of the greatest fondness the 
telder exprest her delight * My dearest Lady 
Elma ! how overjoyed I am to meet your Ia*ship ! 
how long has Brighton been blest with you? where- 
abouts are ypu? what stay do you make? I anx 
so vastly glad to see you ! Give me leave to intro- 
duce my friend. Miss Strangeways, to you. Miss 
Strangeways came forward, in a style that sh^*ed 
her acquainted with the manpers of * the 'upper 
world;' and mutual introductions having passed, 
Gertrude found that the old lady was Mrs. Mam* ^. 
mon, and tliat she was newly arrived from Bognor. 
' Do you, my dear, take that young lady's arm,' 
said Mrs. Mammon to Miss Strangeways; ' and 
let me have a little cause with Lady £lma.< I aib 
80 happy to meet lier !' 

Miss 
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IVIiss Strangeways appeared about the age of 
iGertrude: she was little in her person, and fashion-- 
able in her dress and deportment. A pair of fine 
dark eyes were set otf by rouge ; and a face, of nq 
f*egu]ar beauty, was improved into prettiness by vi* 
vacity and intelligence ; her ease and good humor 
soon made Gertrude forget that they had never met 
before ; and Lord Portargis joining the party, Lady 
£lma arranged with him that introduction to his 
mother, which Gertrude knew well to be a symptom 
that she wished to be, in some measure,' rid of her 
newly-arrived friend and her appendage. 

An acquaintance soon commenced: Mrs. Mam- 
mon was just the fit person to contribute to Lady 
Luxmore's pleasures ; and between them there iifas 
a ' quid pro quo,' that promijsed a fiiendship, bs 
lasting as their stay at Brighton. Mrs. Mammon 
was connected not only in the world of rank, but 
that of power ; and having seen the greater part of 
what is to be seen in Europe, and knowing bow to 
make the most of her advantages, she was a com- 
panion of no common recommendations : it was im- 
possible not to be pleased with her, as impossible 
as that she shouM not be pleased witii the opportu- 
nity of domesticating herself with persons who lived 
in ' a good style,* and had a vacant place in their 

jiyjarriage. O ! what is it that some females will 
not do for a ride? 

Though this sudden intimacy proved occa- 
sionally a little loss of time ta Gertrude, who was 
forced to leave her sittin^^-room when Mrs. Mam- 
0)0{i called,' aod to entertain Miss Strangeways, or^ 

• if 
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if Lady Lux more was well enough to walk, to ac« 
couipaay tlietn, that Mm Strangeways might oei- 
tber interrupt the dear friends nor ^ feci forlorn/ 
yet she was inclined to be pleased with this Qew 
source of amusement to Lord Luxmore, who not 
having regaiiied bis strengtii, was still very much 
restricted in his circuit of pleasure, and whose spi- 
rits did not reqovcr with his health. 

It waSj indeed, with sincere concern that Ger- 
trude observed a sad alteration in h^ chearfulness : 
lie was far from what he had been be£ore his last 
attack : he looited well, and was rallied by his ac- 
quaintance for being hyppish uiul idle, and as if 
disposed to give way to melancholy; but Gertrude 
knew him well enough to be assured there must be 
cause for the change : she hoped, at first, that it 
was only the seriousness of a mind sensible of a 
narrow escape ; she put in his way whatever CQuld 
divert him, and tried to chear witliout disturbing 
bis spirits : she would have sacrificed her pun^uits 
and Lady Lima, to the satisfaction ^ contribi^ing 
to his comfort; but her offers wer^ col41y4eGUQ€d, 
and sometimes pettishly rejected; and s(ie retire^ 
in tears, to ask herself how <&he had pfiended. 
' Go, go,' he would.say, ^ leave me; seek jjour 
own happiness. I would not for the world distuj;^ 
it : leave mc to myself. I ^m |H copipany ipr OK 
one else — only keep Lady Luxmoreayvay-' 

1 he company of his son, who wgs veiry laudably 
attentive, was as littte sopthii)g to h^iv Sl^m^- 
times 1)^ would talk of going jabro^d agEiiii; and 
spaictimos.he would give.«^;Spur'tp4iiosefMrraQge- 

(ueuta 
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mentft for his soo, which Lord Portargis did not 
now hasten, preparatory to bis joining tbq * well- 
dressed' dragoons, into wbpse number he was to 
be adnoitted : in company be seemed for a wliile to 
forget his dejection ; and as no persons had such 
power to rouse him, as Lady Elma, Airs. Mam- 
lupn, and Mr. Reynardson, common kindness drew 
them much to the house* 

Two of this trio were always acceptable to Ger« 
trude ; and she might, perhaps, equally with the 
rest of the family, have enjoyed Mrs. Mammon's 
lively descriptions of foreign countries and man* 
ners, if the good lady's inevitable inquisitivcness 
had not sometunes annoyed her. To such ques- 
tions as ^ Pray, my dear Miss Aubrey, how old 
are you P ^ Pray, my good youug friend, let me 
aak youi what was your mother's name?' she could 
^answer witbput reserve, and fiseling only the rough 
privily assumed by a superior station ; but there 
.were prying and oblique insinuations, with a note 
of interrogation at the end of tbem ; there were 
mpposea, with * they si^,' apd * J hear,' and * per- 
taape,' that distressed her excessively ; and she was, 
on sMch occasions, obliged to redouble her intrntias 
ID Portargis, that be would not, by any indiscror 
lioa, render ber the gat of carkmty, or the victim 
of biamojdber's resentment. ' All you candofor 
iQd,' said ahe, ' all that your btber^ could, do or 
My,. wooU not prevent ber taroiog me out of the 
liouse; nod wfaiiber could 1 gio, without leaving it 
m bar jpewopr to accuse 010 of the basest oondiict? 

Let 
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Let US wait till we get away from this gossiping 
place, and then we can act at liberty/ 

At first, the viscount braved all these dangers, 
and even would have courted them, in hopes that 
Gertrude might be placed at Luxmore, but it 'was 
easy to convince him of tlie many objections to so 
violent a convulsion ; and by degrees he acquiesced 
in her wishes, without repugnance. He tliought 
not so seriously of his father's state of low spirits 
as she did. That shrewdness which sometimes 
results from good sense, but is often found without 
it, taught him to think it the effect of his pre* 
eluded hope with regard to Gertrude ; but as she 
never had admitted the previous idea, she could 
not listen to that following from it 

Portargis was however right Lord Luxmore 
felt that, like a man expecting sentence of death, 
iie hctd made oyer his possessions to one from whom' 
be could no more expect than ask their restitu- 
tiQp. He had nothing to alledge against any body : 
no unfair means, whatever, had been used to gpJa 
his approltation : what he had done and ratified^ 
was only the fruit of a conscientious solicitude to 
fulfil the duty of a fether, by considering Ii6w he 
might best secure a son, so exposed as the vis- 
count must be, f^om the Scylla and Charybdis of vice 
and folly ; and had Lord Luxmore been a little far* 
ther advanced in good habits of thinking, be mi^t 
have felt the invaluable remuneration of an approv* 
ing conscience ; but there is a neutral ground be« 
tween folly and wisdom that is comfortlesi^ unless 
^ traveller can look forward with con^denoe; 
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And wanting this, ne was sensible that ' vows made 
in pain' it is very difficult to lieep. Let it| however, 
be remembered, that though even our wishes ought 
to be strictly guarded, there is respect due to him 
who will suffer in secret, rather than give his wish 
* a local habitation and a name ; and to this re- 
spect Lord Luxmore had a fair claim : no intention 
of rescinding his consent, no paltry subterfuge 
found its way into his ruminations ; he thought 
only of withdrawing himself from the hourly mor- 
tification, and wbbed simply that he had not been 
so precipitate. Often was he inclined to avow to 
Geitrude the weakness under which he wds sink*^ 
ing ; but unable to maintain his own esteem, he 
could not hope her's would stand the test of such a 
communication. His medical attendants could 
discover nothing but a low lurking fever, which 
came and went irregularly, and which, as it was 
not to be detected when he was amused, was 
hardly acknowledged to exist 

Mrs. Mammon being of that description of per- 
sons, who, having lived to walk, must walk to live, 
wished much to persuade every one, as idle as her- 
self, that walking was the grand elixir of human 
life ; and could the earl have made the attempt, she 
would have led him out to experimentize. But 
obliged to postpone the discipline she promised him, 
she took out, by turns, all the rest of her pedestriaa 
acquaintance, and amongst them, of course, the 
countess, who, now cpnvinced that she had two feet, 
and that saufson honneur she might use them at 
Brighton, got occasion^ly to some distance from 

the 
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the ^farine Paradci in return for Mrs. Mammon s 
oompany in her airings. Mrs. Mammon was 
fashionably select in her associations ; and even 
Mr. Reynardson was indebted to his being the 
natural son of ^ a man of rank' for the honor of her 
notice. An old gentleman had ofiered her his 
servicesi but he was a plebian, and she could not, 
either by reflection or refraction, catch from him 
a ray of what she sought That he was good, that 
he was wise, that he was independent, that avarice 
could not tempt his integrity, or ambition oirrupt 
his loyalty, that he loved his country too well to 
live upon its vitals, or to repine at its demands, 
that he passed each day as he might safely pass 
tfie next, and was established in habits of virtue 
which every day improved, were recommendatioDs 
no way addressed to the acceptance of Mrs. Mam* 
mon : his coat was unfashionable in color and m 
make, his stockings were worsted, and his whole 
dress peculiar, because it had stood still in its form. 
She complimented htm with her ptty * for the sake 
^ his connections,' that he was not in parliament; 
and she laughed as heartily as etiquette permitted^ 
when he said the espence would have deterred 
Inm from seeking the elevation. Mrs. Mammon 
was not incaotioirs in her acquaintance; 

Lady Luxmore s proiegh ought, on the same 
prfnctpfe, if nonsense can ever be consistent, to 
have been left: at home ; but she, as has been said, 
was very convenient to take off Miss Strangewaya ; 
and here commenced her knowledge of that petty 
trumpery world of cunning and prejudice^ and all 

the 
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the littlenR»ses of the niind, that form the irery A- 
mospbere ^)f the selfish. 

An appointment' had been made by this j^orf/e 
qaarrie for one of those dtUghiful walks of "Which 
they had, in a fine autumn, begun to taste th^ 
eharms, when, on meeting for the purpose, 6er« 
trude perceived Miss Strangeways not in b^r usucQ 
spirits. Tears appeared still in lier ej'es, and.her 
muscles seemed not to have recovered from 'the 
form into which grief or ve^tion had thrown them ; 
—but Gertrude could not ask a question ; -she 
could only, and this almost invduntarilyi and un- 
consciously, put out a little more tenderness df 
maimer. 

This seemed to operate as an encouragement to 

frankness on the part of Miss Strangeways; and 

having found it difficult to reply, even to common 

questions or remarks, without betrayint; the excess 

of irritation under which her spirits labored, she 

said, when at safe distance from the pair of friends 

before them, * I beg your pardon for my ilUbeha- 

vior ; I am ashamed of it; but Mrs. Mammon has 

It all to answer for. You have no idea of ni'faat 

I have to endure with her. I cannot expect you 

-to believe me; for, I dare say, you are, as every 

body must be who knows her slightly, charmed 

n ith her ; and there cannot be, I am sensible, a 

more agreeable woman ; but to know her really^ 

you should see her at home. There is no one 

here to whom I can look for any comfoit, but you. 

Miss Aubrey ; and if you will let mc speak freely 

to you, it will dp me good : for Lady Khna and 

Mr, 
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Mr. Rcyaardsoiii and every body who has the hap 
piness of Igiowing you, gives you such a character^ 
that I am sure I am safe in speaking to you, "and 
shall be the better for your advice. You know I 
came from Bognor with Mrs. Mammon. We had 
met. last year at Clifton^ when miy father and mo- 
.ther* were with me, and she seemed to like us so 
•very tnucb, tha( we called on her in town ; and 
when she had settled her Bognor plan, she beset, 
them to let me accompany her : they accordingly 
took me to her there; and as they could not remain 
with me, they were glad to have me under the pro- 
tection of a woman so well known and connected. 
She undertook the care of me very readily : I got 
lodgings in the same house with her ; and we di- 
vided our expences, which 1 soon foiTnd, by her 
frugality,' exactly suited her plans. I have great 
. spirits ; and my fi^thcr and mother live in a very 
retired Way in London ; my health in not good, and 
I am glad to get away, for my home is very dull ; 
and I am rather of an idle disposition, tliough I 
am ten years older than you suppose me. I have 
nothing to attach me. I want something to be 
ibnd o£ It was to indulge and to amuse me, that 
my father and mother suffered me to leave homis,' 
though, I believe, I ought not to leave them, poor 
old souls ! by themselves. But now to shew you' 
what Jail's. Mammon is, let me give you one anec- 
dote. While we were at Bognor, the military gave 
a ball, to which, as I love a little dress and danc- 
ing, I went I ask^d Mrs. Mammon to go ;. but 
she declines, as not suited to her years> all amuse- 
ments 
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tnents of ibis kind ; atid I could not be otTended at 
her not breaking through a rule so respectable, for 
me. She assured me that in such a place^ I wanted 
no cfmptron ; so I resol ved to go. I had a new dress ; 
she approved it, and I was pleased in having drest 
ipyself, as I thought to advantage, without offend- 
ing her ; in shorty I took the sanction of such a 
•woman for a passport every where. I went to the 
ball, and danced the two first dances, as I found 
afterwards, with the only gentleman in the room 
whose conduct made others shy of him. I per- 
ceived that something made every one keep 
aloof from me, even those of whom I had some 
knowledge, and whose notice I had promised my- 
self; and when I had gone down the two dances, 
no one asked me to dance again. My situation 
being very unpleasant, I went home very soon. I 
discovered by accident, the next morning, when I 
asked at the well what was known of the Mr. 
Dashwell I had danced with, what had been the 
cause of my vexation ; and I directly told it to 
Mrs. Mammon, who treated it very lightly, and 
said she would set it right ; but, to others, I have 
since found, she attributed this mesalliance to the 
impropriety of my dress, which, I have told you, she 
herself had approved. As we were near quitting 
the place, I passed this over, and strove to forget it. 
My next vexation was occasioned by the arrival 
of two ladies of her and my acquaintance, whom I 
know she allured to come to' Bognor by the offer 
of joining families, and every attention in her 
power. They came, and I was rejoiced at it; but 

VOL. III. z uot 
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not needing them^ as I was with her, she belia^ed 
to them in such a way, that I hardly dared apeak 
to them ; and she wouW have prevented roy evef 
appearkig with them, on the plea tliat they weA not 
persons who would * do her credit ;' (Certainly Ibey 
wore precisely tlie same persons as when she mad^ 
. them give up another plan, for ti^e sake of coming 
where she was/ 

* My next mortification was occasioned by mf 
w*}sh to return the civilities I had received with 
her. It was the fashion to give tea at Ibe roome^ 
and as we had no accommodations at home, IpFof 
posed this; and she gladly assented. Slie coneurred 
in all I said and did, on the subject, till she found 
I meant, as I supposed was right, to defray the 
expence ourselves: the option was, to let the 
waiter stand with a plate at the door, and coHeetr 
shillings from our company. This, I thought, 89 
very shabby, when the invitition was meant ad a 
return of civility, that I opposed her, and infbniied 
her that, on the same plan as mine, there wa9 
another party that evening in the rooms ; but tbiii 
moved not her purse; an^i the next morning, r^r* 
ring to the matter, she asked me, very angrily, if I 
really intended to throw away five and tt?enty sbit^ 
lings in this manner : I told her 1 did ; cm which 
she replied, * O ! very well, my dear, then thank 
you for my tea.' 

* This was too contemptible to be more than 
laughed at. I could name you fifty other proofii 
of hef spirit; but I will only say, we came hither, 
she having previously written to the first boarding* 
kouse here to know if it could receive u* and our 

a servants. 
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Servants. She likes the plan of a boarding-house^ 
because it leaves her at liberty to receive invitationSi 
trithout obliging her to return any; and if I am 
but protected, it is indifferent to me. The houS 
has been filling ever since we came ; and yesterday 
M^ dined in a large miscellaneous company, two 
or three of whom she knew. One lady was just 
arrived, add being a fresh friend, she was very ac* 
ceptable to Mrs. Mammon. To my great sur<> 
prise, I saw them nod to each other, as soon aa 
dinner w^ over, and quit the table. I made 
haste to finish my glass of wine; and supposing they 
were-going to walk, I went to my room and equipt 
myself; but before I oould be ready, tiiey were 
out of the house. I followed, and soon cominjg 
up with them, I heard Mrs. Mammon say, ' O! I 
left her, because I know she likes to sit with the 
gentlemen.'-^! felt indignant, and was going M 
speak, when she turned round, quitted her compa- 
nion, and making up her countenance, expressed 
ber joy at tny havmg come out to partake the sweet 
evening, and her great pleasure in my joining her. 
I had got so far as asking her how ^ could be S6 
eniel as to leave me to all those sttatigers, wheh 
9he began overwhelmmg me with ffweet wo^ds ; and 
I forgot my anger, though I Mt my vexation. I 
see clearly,' conctoded Miss Stfangewjttys, * ho# 
the matter stands. She accepted me gladly at Bog- 
lK>r, because she had nobody of her fteqaafaitcince 
under the same roof; and as her friends were ncn; 
kerning hither, she persuaded me to* cMbie heiiES^ 
heeaiiee ifae might again be alone ;• bitt mw this 

z S lady 
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lady is come, I may jump into the sea, if .1 chu50 

it/ 

Gertrude was astonished at a sort of duplicity she 
told never yet found it necessary to be acquainted 
witli. The ' audi alteram partem' of Mr. Ster- 
ling, was hardly strong enough on her recollection, 
to prevent her blaming severely any one so failing 
in an undertaken duty ; but considering that she 
had no riglit to judge or to pronounce sentence, 
she confined herself to pitying Miss Strangeways, 
and to offering her those attentions, in lier calls oq 
Lady Luxmore, or in their walks, which would 
prevent, at least, her feeling neglected. 

The next morning, in her visit to Lady £lma, 
without betraying any thing which Miss Strange- 
wctys had confided to her, she mentioned her, as in 
her opinion unpleasantly situated, in a boarding-* 
liouse. * You must be cautious,' replied Lady 
Elma, * in your notice of that little dashing wo- 
man : Mrs. Mammon has told me the trouble she 
has had with her at Bognor. She went to a ball by 
herself, with scarcely half a yard of clothes on, and 
danced with a man who had a mistress in the place; 
and she cut a beautiful new walking-dress into a 
fantastic form, to imitate a divorced woman, who 
came down with the .man she had married, to figure 
at'lJognor, and insult the decent people who resort 
to it.' 

In her walk home, which the occupation of her 
nnad made more slow-paced than usual, Ger- 
trude had time to give way to the extreme vexa^- 
tions these contradictory reports produi:ed. She 

was> 



THE COUNTESS AND GERTRUDE* 341 

was, like all the inexperienced on the stage of the- 
world, completely embarrassed. * How can I 
learn, or whom can I trust,' slie asked, * if the se- 
cond report I hear of every thing is thus inconsist- 
ent with the first ? 1 can never be safe in pitying 
or assisting a sufferer, if I must expect to hear that 
they deserve neither pity nor assistance, I shall be 
perpetually doing injustice, under tlie idea and 
conceit of doin^ kindness. Had I followed the 
dictate of my own feeling, I should have alnjost 
hated Mrs. Mammon's conduct; and now, perhaps^ 
she ought to be regarded as tlie suflferer by the folly 
of hGr companion. Which of them ought I to take 
part with ? I know not : on the whole, I think 
Miss Strangeways most in fault, because she has 
departed from that circumspection of conduct that 
becomes a womai^, and she may have embarrassed 
her friend. But nothing, if it be true, can excuse 

• Mrs. Mammon's insinceritv to her ; nor can I for- 
give her leaving her at the table. How can I 
judge between them ?— But stay, what occasion 
have I to judge ?— 'What right have I to judge ?— 
What licence have I to judge? — O ! how wise! 

^how safe ! how kind is that precept which tells us 
we are fiot to judge ! — It says, * Do not hurt your- 
self by attempting that wly/cl%j|ou can never accom- 
plish.' But if I am to get throu^ the world safely, 
I must have prudence, and a little knowledge to 
save myself from the blame of supine imposition. 
O ! what would I not give that dear Portargis had 
more experience than myself! — I love hinj, I hope, 
sincerely. I wish he were my brother; but we 

shall 
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fihc^l certably be ruined together : bis good-oatuni 
^ill lay him open to every oa^ ; be is precipitate ; 
and I shall have no power to assist him in distio* 
guishing between what is proper and improper, IC 
Lord Luxmore goes abroad, what shall I do?-*«I 
am afraid Lady Luxmore wUl be too angry to assist 
u$. I know nothing we can do but keep at Liix-» 
more, and then I shall be near Mr. Sydenham an4 
Mrs. Brett ; but if Portargis is in the army, tbi& 
wiU not be possible* I almost hope now, he wiU 
^ve i| up ; yet to wish this, is wrong. O 4ear \ 
bow strange it is that I see and feel all this^ when 
I ought to be so thankful and so happy I Perhapa 
I can rely on Lady £hna : if Portargis were but a 
lew years okier! — or if be had but the steadiness of 
■ ■ r She hastened her steps at this moment, 
and met the earl and his son cooung out of the 
bouse for thehr airing in the open carriage. Lord 
Luxmore wras cool and dejected : his soa would 
have preferred the companion at his hand; bat 
fikte had arranged their plans ; and Gertrude was 
fortunately called by the countess to assist in some 
of the petitesses of her toilette for the evemn^ to 
the exclusion of her unavailing anxiety. 

Let us now amuse ourselves, while poor Gatty 
is tacking on trimmingi, and sewing in pearls^ ior 
Mrs. Lawless's rout at next door, with improving 
fuir acquaintance with Mrs. Mammon^ wIk), iK>t 
from any great importance in our history^ but as 
^ matter of fact,' deserves the attentioQof all those 
who, like our Gertrude, are subsiding into opn 
Bions. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Mammon's exterior matters not : it was 
very much of tlie description of other persons: 
ikcr manners were the most insinuating that can 
consist with a temper, of which all the good was 
factitious ; but slie could bear no thwarting : the 
least opposition brought her real character into 
her cojantcnance; and had she not, by experiment, 
discovered tiiat the world is no more inclined to be 
controled, tlian she was, it would have appeared in 
more tiian her couatenauce ; but witli this know- 
ledge of fact, she was so prudent as to adopt the 

* suaviter in modo' whenever the * fortiter in re' 
had for its stimulative, her own pleasure or advan- 
tage. Every one, therefore, was * her dear' or 

* her good,' or * her excellent,' or * her clever/ 
or * her amiable,' or ' her charming.' It was * my 
dear Lady' Mai'y ; ' my good' Mrs. Sponge; ' my 
excellent' Sir Thomas ; *my clever' Mrs. Trimwell ; 

* my amiable,' Miss Dovekin; ' my charming' Anne 
Spanglefoot : a mode of address tliat, nine times 
in ten, made the hearers at least ape the character 
bestowed on them. To tliese testimonials of af- 
fection, were added tlie charms of seeming confi- 
dence, and the sotto voce behind the fan, the glove, 
or the muff, that told the present friend she, and 
slie alone, was trusted; and so fair did this plan 
succeed, that ^om;i^ persons in particular, set Mrs. 
Mammon down, or rather up in their opinion, for 
the most delightful woman in the world, because 
ahe was so very affable. ' 

In one point, her politeness a little obstructed tlie 
pleasure of tliose within hearing of tlie conversation. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Mammon was so perfectly informed, on eveiy 
subject, that not instantly to dismiss it, on her sig- 
nificant nods and winks, which were symptoms of 
previous acquaintance, would have been to hazard 
a repetition wearisome to her ; ai>d as there was no 
one bold enough to say ; ' But /am ignorant ;' and 
sometimes the propounder of a new topic was too 
modest to address another hearer, those who would 
have been gratified by accounts of distant places 
and manners, new discoveries in science or im- 
provements in art, were starved, because Mrs, 
Mammon had had, as she professed, a previous 
meal of tliis untasted dish. This disposition to 
seem to know all things^ included in itself the same 
omniscience with regard to persons ; and as to 
know without intimacy, would have been fruitless, 
and intimacy, without fondness, was impossible^ 
every one she named, seemed her peculiar and bo- 
som friend. She had her ' dear duchess,' her 
* dear Lady Anne,' her * dear' of every rankj and , 
80 familiar was the expression to her organs of 
speech, so readily did this adjective of kindness 
bang to her tongue, that she talked of ^ the dear 
author of the Iliad,' and was within half a semi- 
tone of saying * my dear coachman.' Appropriation 
was anotlier figure in her rhetoric. One must have 
supposed that the New river water was turned to 
the offices of her house, especially and exclusively: 
the church and the parson were, by her modes of 
appellation, converted into her chapel and chap- 
Jain: one step farther would have made the Thames 
and its bridges the decorations of her pleasure- 
grounds^ 
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grohnds, and the shops of Bond-street, her drawers, 
and dressing-tables. * I have been to-day,' said 
she, * to my favorite Idunge, the Stafford gallery : 
upon uiy word, it satisfies me ; though, I wish my 
dear Poussins were in a better light/ Nay, even 
the royal anniversaries could not escape. She al- 
ways went to * her dear St. James's' on her * fa- 
vorite birth-day;' and * My good king' was one of 
her daily expressions. 

The same conduct, with scarcely a shade of dif- 
ference, suited her superiors and her equals. To 
her inferiors, where nothing was to be gained, and 
where she was not afraid of their revenge, she was 
a very different personage; there, she had no dis- 
guise; there, and there alone, she was honest; and 
certainly if any class of persons respected her inte- 
grity, it must have been those who suffered from 
the peevish ill-humor which she reserved for ser- 
vants, tradesmen, and clamorous mendicants. 
I Of her birth, nothing was known but that it took 
place under the influence of some very fortunate 
planet ; and it had occurred so long before, that 
few remembered to have heard of it. As she never 
spoke of it, we may infer that it was not illustrious. 
In the discharge of relative duties, she had not 
been deficient; but her attentions were conducted 
with a sort of management^ that left little to be said 
about their merits. In marrying, she had first suf- 
fered herself, at a very early period of life, to be 
transferred to a man co eval with her grandfather, 
for the sake of an increase of indulgences ; and 
when sh^ chose afterwards for herself^ she bad the 

good 
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good fortune to lind a nuui precisely her couotci* 
part Their very marriage-articles declared their 
coo&eDtaoeous qualities; for their pecuniary con- 
cerns were arranged with a fractional accuracy and 
a legal dexterity, that made it impossible for either 
to gain or lose by tlie bargain* In educating ^ 
numerous family of children, one department only 
bad slie taken on herself; and this was ' the science 
of the world/ in which she had made them sucb 
proficients, tliat, like the scholars of antiquity^ they 
could fence with their teacher, and not despair o|f 
applause or of victory. 

If it; be asked to wliut purposes could a female 
use the astuteness and Hie utlciUion to self-interest^ 
which Airs. jMainmon possessed, be it known tbaty 
having a moderate jointure, she contiived to live by 
her wits, better than others, of double her wealth, by 
their purses. She had a good house, well^furnish* 
ed, and all the appointments of a gentlewoman. 
She kept her servants on board-wages, dined out as 
often as possible, and pleaded the tyranny of her 
houselK)ld, who, by chusing to provide for them- 
selves, deprived her of the ^ pleasure of asking a 
friend to dine.' She could make a couple of chair- 
nien go as far as a pair of horses, and a pair of 
horses, 9wt her oum^ do^ in one day, the work of 
three days. She did every thing by contract that 
could be contiacted for, and all on tlie lowest 
term^, consequently lier axle-tree often broke on 
the ruad, or the departure of a wheel occasionally 
spilt her on the pavement. She admired the handi- 
works of young females^ ia a way that made many 

simpletons 



THE C0UNTES6 AND GERTRUDE. 347 

wmpletons offer ber their labors, which she would 
requite by something oiimputed value^ dragged out 
of the lioards of ber yputb, or the gleanings of a 
legacy ; and where papa3 and mammas kept car* 
riages and went journies or frequented sights, Mrs. 
Mammon was particularly fond of their ^ clever' 
3ons, or their ' amiable', daughters* Wishing to 
be admitted into a party for races or reviews, she 
would overcome the resolution of any of her ac* 
quaintance not to enter into the amusement; and 
if they Avere not as firm as herself, she ac* 
complished their going and carrying hen Tasting 
an agreeable wine at any one's house, she would 
ask the owner of it to let her ^ have a few bottles 
of it ;' and there were persons who did not know 
tlmt such concessions could be refused to a ^ womaii 
of her connections/ But once repulsed, as siie 
merited, sbe would spare no expression of her 
resentment : — but once given to understand tliut 
ahe was seen through, she had not another ti unip 
to lead ; she would then take, with tlie most per- 
fect Christian patience, an honest objection to %vhat 
she said, implying that it wanted foundation in 
ti'utli ; and she soon found it was fencing with a 
left*handed person, to attempt a communication 
of ideas with ' that extraordinary }Oung woman^ 
Miss Aubrey/ 

In truth, she puzzled poor Gertrude, and con- 
sequently did not gain on her gpod opinion : we 
love nothing we cannot comprehend : but in I^dy 
Luxmore she found all that such friendship can 
bestow on such friends ; and too liberal to keep for 
her own consumption all the delights of this new 

intimacy, 
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intimacy, she introduced to the countess as many 
as she could draw with her, of her train of flat- 
terers and imitators: an accession of connexion so 
valuable and so relished, that Lady Luxmorc's 
drawing-room became the fashion ; and another 
dozen of chaira were hired for their accommoda* 
tion, while the earl, now satiated with nonsense,* 
and every day less disposed to relish it, shrunk 
from the cotericsj and tried to wear away the time 
for which the house was taken, in a separate room 
and separate amusement. 

Of these ' friendly ladies,' and * vastly agree- 
able chatty women,' one was the honorable Airs. 
Eglantine Tamis, a spinster, not more than seventy 
years of age, of independent fortune and an old fa- 
mily; and who, professing a taste ^/W/^zr to Mis* 
Aubrey's, seemed disposed to transfer a partof iicr 
regard from the countess to her dependent. 

Mrs. Eglantine Tamis had received the common 
* best education,' of the days of her youth ; she 
had * read Clarissa,' and * learnt flourishing/ 
Wicked Mr. Sylvanus Reynardson, indeed, con- 
tended that her gait must have been acquired un- 
der one of the anserine tribe. Of painting, she 
knew enough to be confident that her great aunt 
learnt it, either of Apelles or Sir Godfrey Knellcr, ' 
she could not, indeed, justly say which ; but she 
was sure it was one. * Yon do not mean Sir Peier 
Lely,' said Mr. Reynardson, in a tone that asked 
for, ' Yes, but 1 do.' * No, no,' said Mrs. Eg- 
lantine, * Apelles or Sir Godfrey Kneller.' Of 
music^ she had heard almost from the time of Pe* 

pusch 
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pusch and his Margarita ; and she could remember 
the days when she could play Handel's * Water- 
music' on the spinnet, and had sung * Fairest isle' 
to one of the royal family ; but reading, reading ! 
was now her delight, and when her tongue was not 
employed on tlie annals of queen Caroline's courts 
of which her mother had been the belle^ or od 
decrying all modem customs and fashions^ it 
descanted at large, for it was all matter of general 
recollection, on the book that happened to be under 
her perusal — * My dear young miss,' said she one 
day when she had poked poor Gertrude into a 
corner for a little confab^ as she termed it, — * you 
are very clever, I perceive ; and to tell you the 
truth, I think we want clever people who will let 
us have a Utile of their cleverness. I don't at all 
wish tQ be learned, or to seem so ; I think it very 
unbecoming in a woman, especially in a female ; 
,but yet there are some things that one likes to 
know. Now can you tell me, is Sicily a town ? 

Start not, good reader : do not presume to cry out 
* too bad; improbable, impossible,' for the matter 
is fact, and only a very little qualified : it loses in 
the qualification. — And it is not many hours since 
4ve heard a lady, equally related to Mrs. Mammon 
and Mrs. Tamis, assert, with every assurance short 
of perjury, that her daughter stopt at Ely, in her 
way from Berkeley- square to Falmoutb. 
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CHAP. LXIV. 

3 great ttil in morals. A prvdent lotcer, failumaUt atioh 
iiuns. Communication 'xithout confidence. A Vfomn of w- 
raeiti. An aypoinfcd momtrcu, A grave toShfwy, WM^ 
f€rtd iiandtr. A pmmfiilidca. Av^maiita^^ Ar^ft. 

Acquainted as we fancy ourselTes trith tfc 
world, we are often compelled to own th« defieiency 
of our information ;-but the love of knowledge, and 
the impulse which we feel to search ftfter tnitfa^ 
make us most humbly and tbahkfiiUj recdve the 
lessons, sometimes not of the pleasantesi des^rtp* 
lion, bestowed on us. When we havB Uuneot^ 
m places of public retreat from Loddon where 
tlic fashion has indeed declined, the tmHbrm evening 
occupation of playing cards, as paralysing the ef- 
forts of a rising generation^ we have beeh mswer- 
M that, even admitting it an knperfecf i^ysten of 
fotional amusement, it has ks advantaged, as h pre« 
vents, we wrll not ^y, in common phrase, sM9fdal; 
but t^e dhcmsien of Hit affairs (fmkei^ The 
German writer, Zimmermafm, has^ by an odd sort 
of deduction, made it dear that tii^ P^^g ^^ 
riosity in ourselves, and this disposition to commu- 
nicate to others, arise from a social anxiety" which, 
as he treats it, appears not only excusable but al- 
most laudable. AVe cannot think with him ; nor, 

OQ 
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on the other hand, can our own experience con- 
vince us that a passion for a frivolous amusement 
IS any security against the evil of which he makes 
so, light. On the contrary, we are satisfied, that 
in changing soil, we change not ourselves, and that 
if we go to Bath, Brighton, Weymouth, Tunbridge, 
or any other still more crowded place, with a habit 
of discussing our fellmv-creaturesj neither cards 
nor dissipation of any kind, will make us virtuous 
in forbearance. 

We would most willingly give up every praise, 
dvery encouragement that can be bestowed on our 
present labors ; we would ourselves distribute our 
leaves for the wrapping of cheese and the defence 
of penny-pies, could we effect, any otherwise than 
by censure, the great, tiie important, the conscien^ 
tious purpose of frowning into shame this intoier* 
able, this inci*eashig, this disgraceful vke of ex* 
posing the failings of our fellow-creatui'es with- 
out necessity. What is disclosed in resentment, 
may plead i^ome, tliough a wretched, excuse : what 
is #)Brited by moral turpitude, it is not always fit 
to withhold from tlie observation of the inexperi- 
enced ; but it is for the good, if not for the inno- 
cent, that we plead : it is strange to say, it id to the 
good that we address ourselves. 

What we would abolish does not amount to de» 
traction ; of that we speak on anotlier occ^ion :— ^ 
it is .the presuming to report on imperfect evi* 
dence : it is the daring to judge, after we hare 
heard the command, Judge not, — against which 
we remonstrate. Were the fault that offends us, 
copfioed to any rank, we could quote those which 

are 
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are free from it ; but M'hetber the matter of dis- 
cussion be the cecopomy of poor little Scammony 
the apothecary's family, or the training of Mar- 
qub Altitude's young lords and ladies, the prac-- 
tice is the same ; and Mrs. Scammony and Mar- 
chioness Altitude requite it in kind. Nor is it a 
vicious propensity confined to years or any parti- 
cular standing : our young friends well-bom, well- 
educated, well-gifted, arc, in many instaiices, taint- 
ed with it, and a governess walks with elegant 
fiirls, while their eyes make an inventory of our 
equipments, to carry home to IV^ama and out 
again to their acquaintancey^r discussion ; and in 
process of time, we hear news of ourselves, on 
points which we should have thought beneath the 
notice of liberal minds. We have been entertained, 
in some of the best neighborhoods of the metro- 
polis, with a commentary on tl|e clothes ^yorn by 
a. bride during the first month of her appeaTance ; 
and perhaps some feeling of self-concern sharpens 
the acuteness of the lovely Lady Bellahges, ^hen 
they are so well informed on the engagements ^cL 
views of every officer of the six-hundred and fori 
second: curiosity must precede information. Ou1 
discussing parti/ first listen and enquire, then guess, 
decide, and report ; and sliould a novice come in 
the way of these common informerSy we must laugh 
or be angry. Who gives balls ; how those balls 
were given ; the means for giving those balls ; and 
the views that prompt those balls, arc radii of one 
point that illuminate the intellect of speaker and 
hearer; and J^Irs.* Filter, when she has been elo- 
quent 
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quent for half an hour, thinks^ the silence of her :* 
I bearer the tribute due to the knowledge she has 
imparted. * Lady Eggshell/ said tlie good lady tof * 
us, crossing our path in a , crouded room ; ^ wHl 
give no more balls liow ; the plot is hatched ; thei 
last of her daughters is married off : no more balls 
now/ 

We give this, only as one in tett-fhousand in- 
stances ; but here allow us to ask what right has 
Mrs. Filter or Mrs. Any-one to judge what is the 
view of another in following the custom of the 
world ? Lady Eggshell might have her views ; or 
she might be teazed into indulging her daughters ; 
or she might think it right to return civilities re«- 
ceived ; or she might not know what to do with 
a vacant evening ; but even were Mrs. Filter in- 
cluded in the invitations, she cannot tell the motive 
on whicii tll^y are given ; and when she details all 
this trumpery of her own conceiving, let her recol- 
lect that she is exposing herself to the ridicule of 
Lady Eggshell's friends, to lier own shame ; and 
if she tells it to one newly associated in the party, 
she gives an impression that perhaps it is as diffi-^ 
cult to overcome, as to forget the hand from which 
it was received. — To the whole family of Filter, to* 
all titeiT alliances and connections, we beg to offer 
an humble request, that they would cease from iiH 
sidious flatteries, abstain from prying and formings 
conclusions, and remember that Judge not is a 
command of as much force, and the breach of it 
as cognisable by Divine Justice, as 7/iou ahalt not 
MUaUr^l^i us hear no more of incomes and ex- 
V .VQt. Ill, A a «penditures 
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peuditurcs in the peerage^ of ' ilirtationa and ar^ 
fangements/ among connnoners, nor even of the 
thoughts of the Princesses, however gratifying the 
fidvelation may be, to all who love to i)car of good 
affections and good deeds. It is safer and not 
ujore disgusting, to be told of the progress and cure 
of a disease, if, unfortunately, we canmot discus9 
the merits of * Mai'mlon' and * Wallace,' and have 
no anecdotes of private goodness to bring ibrwaird 
for the amusement of a friend. 

It was Gertrude's lot always to hear much of that 
didcussion we here reprobate^ and which we caiv 
scmrciBly listen to innocently; and, at Brighton, the 
source did not seem to have failed* Obliged some-' 
times to reply, and tempted at others to laugh, she 
felt uncomforta:ble in the retrospect of an hour 
spent in that wliich prolest to be nothing more thark 
idle, and began to be persuaded that tliey are most 
fortunate who see the least of the world : that which 
existed by the sea-side, puzzled her at every step ;. 
and rare were those accessions of intftttacy which 
formed exceptions ; some, however, there were ; ' 
and to these she felt dul^ grateful. 

The viscount's conduct towards her had become 
precisely what she could have wished : he was much 
engaged, and was quoted, in a way-«he could not 
disapprove, as the youthful shadow of Lady EJma 
' de Kuse. He was somewhat vain of the distinc- 
tion ; and Gertrude regarding his advantage and 
her own ease, piqued his piide in retaining lira si-* 
tuation; but he still returned to the object of hisi 
more serious attachment with pleaaurei and greir 
1 EH)rc 
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more and more anxious for the time when tbey 
should escape from Brighton, though at present 
be knew not what was to succeed it^ as Gertrude 
would suffer no arrangement, and the earl now 
never mentioned the subject of bi$ son's views, ex« 
cept as connected with the army. The m\\y wish 
Portargis dared utter to her, was for a garden, and 
the absence of his nKXher, that he might be allow- 
ed to walk with ^ dear Gatty' unobserved; and h4 
talked with enthusiasm of * those happy days' which 
were to set him down for life, the most envied of 
mortals. The felicity of coming of age, now with- 
in a few weeks of his grasp, seemed Ipst in tbef 
ideas that occupied him. 

With his friend Reydardson^ whom Gertrude re^ 
commended still more to his favor by expressing 
het obligation to him, he Uved in intimacy, but 
without confidence ; for his lordship, on almost Ibo 
verge of matrimony and of majority, seemed bo- 
ginning to think before he acted or spoke ) and hit 
increasing sedateness, so far from being unbe- 
coming, gave, if the judgment of the young ladiov 
was to be trusted, ^ a most delightful intefeMing 
character' to hittk : he rode, he walked, be sailed 
with all the beauties of the place, without excfiting 
the jealousy of Gertrude, who viras entirely oniilf 
ted ; and not even recalling to her recotkcUos tbt 
lovely lines, 

« O ! free for cfcf be his ey^, 

* MTbose heart tg me is alwa^ true/ 
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gcfod passive mother, Lady Waveney," by eortse^ 
4«ence admified to the familiarity of Sir Philip 
torimer, who seemed td make the countess's house 
Ms hotel, while suffering hhwself to be distm- 
gdished by Lady Paula-^he was of all their parties : 
ihthese * the jumble of atoms' n>ade it often his 
fete to drive Lady Caroline ; and he composed 
Kltle poetic trifles, which Gertrude corrected, and 
irhieh he sent to various young ladies, in return 

,ft)r thosie odd preisehts which, somehow or other, 
—how, it is difficult to ascertain, — our females of 
hish fashion think it decorous to make to fashion-: 
Able young men. 

Gertrude was sometimes surprised ; but she 
never commented : it was sufficient for her, that 
Portargis had taken up the whim, of calling her 
^my Httle wise sister Gatty.' She was quite satis-^ 
fied : and the earl seemed to r^rli$h the fancy* 
though he did not follow it up by saying, * my 
little good* daughter Gatty/ She was now with 
Kim, rarely, ^ Gertrude ;' almost uniformly ' Miss 
AubYey/ 

:. But Miss Aubrey danced in a net; and---poor. 
l^tHy girly !— fancied herself invisible. She did not 
know that Mr. Reynardson was still pei-suaded of 
his friend the viscount's attachment, that Lady 
Elfmi was not perfectly satisfied that she had se- 
cured his best assiduities, that I^dy Caroline de 

^ Hautefoii; had made her election, that Lady Paula, 
to^ain her sister's concurrence in her views on Sir 
Philip, had promised every assistance, that Mrs- 
;]Mitf|ndaoB| loei^ly for the iove of matctwuakiog, wa& 
tv%i J.' " >. trying 
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trying to talk up something like a supposed attach^ 
ment between Portargis. and Lady Caroline, or 
that, with the exception of Lady Elma, who parti* 
cipated with no one in her conquests, there was « 
general comaiunication between the persons we 
have mentioned. 

None of this escaped Lady Elma's sagacity 3 
nor was she reserved in denying every assertion 
respecting her friend Miss Aubrey, with whose 
most retired thoughts she boasted herself intrusted; 
or. in setting forth, by a sort of inuendo, the hope? 
iessness of pretensions, where any one of the fa^ 
niily of De Ruse had a claim, natural or prcscripr 
tive, or acquired. But with this facility of Goai!- 
luunicatloii there wa;» no trust : — not one of the 
party complimented the otlier by any reliance on 
tried, or imputed integrity ;--eacb thought and 
acted for him and herself; and Gertrude seamed 
the only person who had no interesjt io the dia* 
tussioD. 

Not to be wanting, however, in circumspectioa, 

Lady Ehna, in her interviews with her young f»- 

rvoritc, now and tlien, treated her with a surmise or Ji 

report,, as if proviog from day to day, the jbtreogth 

-of ^ fQrtr^^,.8he suspected under, sieger. bgtOer- 

tryde always resorted to. her own danger of dii- 

iinission and the los& of her daily bread ;.• ^nd it 

, must have been a curiosity and an infterest A^sti^ 

;tuteofall coipmon compassion^ that had pursu^ 

Jh^ subject at.such a risk, . •. . •J 

^ And pow^' said her ladysbip^oqe mornings in 

walkinc; 
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walking with Gertrude, and when she had pushed 
the topic quite as far as good manners warranted, 
< do let me speak to you about something more 
important than all this silly chat ;■ I am really 
nery uneasy for that little simpleton, Miss Strange- 
ways. Mrs. Mammon is, indeed, using her very 
cruelly ; she neglects lier entirely, except in com- 
pany where she does not want her notice, and 
leaves her to form her own connections. I met her 
Ais morning, walking at some (fistance with a very 
gay man. Do give her a little good advice : she 
will listen to you ; and it is not a business I can 
interfere in : I should draw all the men about me. 
If you could walk with her before bre^kfeist, it 
would be a great comfort to her, and perhaps save 
iier from some fndiscretion that would make hor 
ridiculous } it is then I am particularly anxious for 
Jier ; in the^iddle of the day, every body's roove- 
pacints are known.' 

The value of Gertrude's hour before breakfast, 
tr«9 too great to allow of her sacrificing it willingly^ 
•yen to this purpose, as Portargis made a point of 
Imstowing it on her Latin studies ; but obliged as 
abe was tl) Lady Elipa, and not daring to name 
|/>rdf PortafTgia as an obstacle, she had no attornii- 
live to of^xme to obedience, 8he began to dis- 
like, tnoM thkli ^tf^ tlie modes and babkt of a 
place which needed sueh watcl>fu)nes8, and led to 
Mch haseMsees ; ahe eonld not but ask herself what 
became of the mind \shm tiie nK>ra>s occupied so 
much of its attention : * It is attemi)Ung to dance 
on ice/ ttu)Tigtit she, ^ whore all grace must be sa- 
crificed 
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crimed to self-preservation. However, it is my 
duty to aid a fellow-creature, if the aid be even 
imaginary. I must try to cliaoge my poor Latin 
hour. But what is it in my power to do for Misd 
Strangeways ? if a woman, by her own confession^ 
not toy young, cannot conduct herself, what am 
I to do ? She ought rather to be my guide. It rc- 
. minds me of the time when I learnt to dance, and 
. ivas always set to practice with tliose M'ho had no 
ear. I must comfort my vanity with taking it for 
a compliment to be trusted.' 

On the importance of tlie trust to which she waft 
then culled, she could perhaps judge, even more 
correctly than Lady Elma^ who certainly did not 
think too deeply in tearing only tliat Miss Strange- 
ways would make herself ridiculous. This little 
lively being, who had a vast deal to attract, and 
scarcely any thing to attach, hadi with a precipitancy 
of adhesion, clung to Gertrude, because Gertrudie 
was the first prop she had found : the continuanoc 
of her dependence, did her more credit than its 
commencement ; for her love was not unmixed witli 
fear. Gertrude was of a class so far above hcr^ 
that she might have been excused bad she shunned 
and hated her; but aware of some part of her su- 
periority, and seeing, still more clearly, that she 
had the least presumption of any young woman she 
had ever known^ she not only respected her for 
what slie could not well understand, but siie fdt 
grateful for what came to her coaiprchension in the 
form of condescending kindness. A glimmering ai 
peroeption now and then crossed lier mind, that vir- 
Sue afid good setose were not the spontaneous pro> 
m duction 
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duotioiis of Brighton : and being very fashionable^ 
and at the same time, very peculiar in her fashions, 
ftbe prised Gertrude's friendship, not only for tlie 
worth, but the singularity of its character. ^ 

Gertrude, it is Irue^ was very ignorant of the 
practice of the world, as it stands ; but she knew, 
with tolerable accuracy, what it ought to be; tfnd 
;aware of her disadvantages, she, without obstinacy, 
Mneeit, or pretension, conformed, in all things in* 
different, to what she saw the custom of others. 
She woul4 l^£ive been much astonished Irad ^lie 
ever heard, as she might have done, that her man- 
ners were accounted * perfect,' that she was called 
^ a very superior young woman,' and that when 
Miss Newlove admired a walking-bonnet at Mrs. 
Gossamer's, for having, as she said, ' more good 
sense' in it than any she had seen, the artificer re- 
.plied, that • it was the exact pattern of Miss Au« 
•brey's,' for she had * borrowed it of her woman' for 
the purpose. 

It was as well that Gertrude should not know 
this. She was in no, danger; for as the men pre- 
sumed not to flatter her, the women neither quizzed 
*her, nor said distressing things to her face. She 
went on, very quietly, in the performance of her dti- 
ties, very attentive to the countess, whenever she 
was in a humor to be attended to, offering her ser- 
vices to the e^rl, and, if possible, anticipating his 
wishes : keeping the family-accounts, and making 
the most of every moment she could steal,, for hef 
own pursuits^ by the sacrifice of sleep and cur 
fiosity and sea- side habits. On Sundays, as was 

• . > . '.; .^ the 
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the fashion, she went with the family to chapel, 
and thinking always, on that day peculiarly, of good 
Lady Mary Sydenham, she endeavored to keep it 
distinct from the rest of the week : her six days' 
dilijfence made rest a grateful vicissitude; and she 
found that when she liad been, all the week, draw- 
ins on her faculties for tlieir exertions, the calm of 
Sunday was medicine to her mind : and however 
the idea may have been despised as that of pres- 
byterian superstition, she could, on her own recol- 
lections and feelings, assert, that the week never 
•passed so well as when the first day was well Spent. 
* And why should it not be so ?* she a^ked : our 
tempers, when we cease to be children, depend, in 
a considerable degree, on the discipline of our 
minds : Sunday is a day designed for calling our- 
selves to order ; and on the same principle, that 
whatever has been re-adjusted looks to more ad- 
vantage, whatever we have attempted to correct 
must be somewhat better for the attempt : we arc 
pleased with our intentions, even if Uiey have small 
effects, and encouraged by our endeavors,- if evw 
so little perceptible: our self-satisfection which, if 
4luly controled, is innocent and useful, communi- 
cates itself to our spirits : we feel braced lo new 
exertion; and under this influence, can certainly 
do more than when dejected by conscious neglf- 
gence, and distracted by not knowing whereabouts 
we are on the ocean of existence/ • ' ' 

* These intervals of leisure^' said she, when sit- 
ting alone, and looking on the placid expanse bc^ 
fore her — these intervals : — O ! how long siiall I 

preserve 
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preserve Uiem ? — In my new situation, I shall need 
some one, perhaps, to remind me when it is Sun- 
day. I may forget that I want protection and cor- 
rection, when I cease to be indigent and depen- 
dent I may forget that I must die, because I 
ieel it pleasant to live, and that I am an account- 
able creature, because others serve and flatter me. 
I must, therefore, make it an obstinate rule to keep 
Sunday as clear as I can, for my mhid's holiday* I 
/will reserve, if possible, in each day of my life a 
quarter of an hour, when I can shut myself into 
fiome little snug room alone, and pause : it is very 
necessary for tliosc who wish not to have long ac- 
counts to settle. I fear Portargis will take some 
training to get into good habits ; but I do not de- 
spair, if I can rest satisfied in using gentle means. 
It is the business of a woman to influence to what 
is good, not to compel to quit wtiat is not so. I 
Di^iy gain the victory ; but I must not fight for it. 
. How hard ! how very hard, tliat I must set out in 
life, to correct, wbeie I might have hoped for cor- 
jcction !' 

She had told Lord Luxmore what had passed 
.respecting Miss Strangeways; and he concurred 
in Lady Eima's idea. He tlK)ught tljis giddy wo- 
man needed control, but doubted whether the task 
ouglit to have devolved on Gertrude,, thougli he 
iwas convinced, be said, no one could be so fit, and 
he approved particuladi} the plan of their Malk- 
ing ioj^'ther before breakfast. She did not ask his 
lovd^i^ * ^'liy r' — slje t/tou^hi she knew — she ima- 
gined 
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ginecl she had heard it from Lady Elma. No^ Ger« 
trude, no. 

It wad not difficult to increase her intimacy with 
one who always looked on the being joined by 
Miss Aubrey, as a favor. Tiie morning-walks be- 
gan ; but Gertrude in a very few days, saw with 
great concern, Miss Strongeways perpetually guilty 
of some imprudence which served Mrs. Mam- 
mon to detail, but which she never offered to cor- 
rect. Notwithstanding all her approbation of 
Gertrude s deportment and opinions, and her ac- 
quiescence in all her sentiments, while they were 
together, there was cause to fear that the moment 
of their separation was that of welcome liberty to 
Miss Straugeways, and that to dress and exhibit 
for admiration, to prattle with tlie military, and to 
go to those extremes of innocence which confine on 
the border of guilt, were her amusements. Slie 
danced round a fire ; she was delighted with the 
blaze and tlie effect on her trappings, perhaps -un- 
conscious that she might be scorched, but certain- 
ly not free fiom danger ; and Gertrude had just 
settled herself in the post assigned her, when she 
)ieard it hinted that Miss Strang^ways was not be- 
lieved to be a respectable woman. 

. It was Mrs. Eglantine Tamis who, in great kind- 
ness, whispered this to Gertrude, and advised her 
l)ot to be seen too much with ben Thou^ unin- 
fluenced herself by a surmise to .which she gave 
fiot an atom of belict^ Gertrude felt most painfiilly 
for the predicament in which it placed her ; and 
grievous was it to hcr^ to renounce the quietest 

hour 
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hour the day afforded her, and with it a pursuit oq 
which none but those like herself, could knowhov 
ardently slie had set her affections, to involve her* 
self with the folly of a stiaoger ; for the viscount 
either had no other hour to bestow, or he was be« 
ginning to be weary of his employment. When 
she spoke to him on the subject, he replied, with 
expressions of civil regret, and hopes of more fa* 
▼orablc opportunities-: he wondered Lady Elma 
should have proposed tliis plan, as he was sure she 
knew how tliat time of the day was occupied. Ger- 
trude accepted hi^ apologies, and promised to wait 
b\s leisure, or to endeavor at her own emancipation: 
i* If I could get rid of this horrible walking,' said 
^ihe, meeting him as she was setting out: ^ will you 
igo on then?' — *0! certainly, certainly, if you wish 
«t — and think it worth while.' 
' Gertrude looked at him: she paused : an idea— 
a veiy painful one, came into her mind : she dared 
iK)tH)ffer it a moment's hospitality. * Thy will be 
done,' said she, when she had passed him, and pul- 
ling the door after her by the knocker, saw only the 
Heaven of her hopes, and the abyss that seemed 
ready, to receive them. * Courage, fool,' said she, 
to herself; ' the greatest events of this life are but 
•those ships in the distance ; in sight now, out of 
•sight a tew hours. hence; but that rea>aina which I 
must seek, that. is obvious to me which I must 
'shun : the sparrows aj*e protected/ . 

* Good morning, dearest Miss Aubrpy,' saki 
.Miss Strangciways, coming to meet her. • 
•.:-(jcrtrudc5 mind was instuutly. regaled .to .tl^e 
. •: present 
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present duty. She had decided, while preparing 
to come out, that the least itjlaxation of her atten* 
tion to Miss Strangeways, would be equivalent to 
traducincr her as she liad heard her traduced, and 
that to communicate what she had heard, and which 
s!i^ had begged Mrs. Taniis not to broach any. 
wider, till she had iascertained the fact, would be to 
give the death-blow to the reputation she wished: 
to save. But for this necessary caution, she would 
have waited a few hours to consult Lady Elma. 
There were but two paths, she saw, for the libelled 
lady;. the one was to quit the place, the other 
was to prevail on her father and mother to join her f 
and to put her in the way to do the otie or tlie 
other, it was necessary to tell her explicitly what 
she had heard. When she had hinted to Mrs. Ta-' 
mis tiiis plan of proceeding, it had, * of course/ 
shocked hcr'excessively: she thought it * the most 
tintommon, the most violent way of proceeding ia 
the world:' — * such a tbini» was never herd ot\ as 
telling a person what had been said against them;* 
and, 'Ar be it from her, to take upon her to say 
Tt was true ;' she * only gave* it as she received it.* 
* God knew, she was the farthest removed in the 
Uorld'fl'om a gossip :' — * she thought Miss Strange-* 
w^ys an exceeding pretty amenable kind of woman,- 
verv well for her station in life: she doubted, in* 
dl^d, wliether she was a woman of birth; but that 
Was not her fault, poor thing! — but she hoped 
Miss Aubrey would not do so extraordinary a 
thing, a^ to]go and tcU licr what she had said.' 
^ Cortaioly nqt, madam/ rj^ptied Gertrude, / i 

sbouIU 
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should not presume to use your name ; but I am 
surprised to hear it is extraordinary to warn a per- 
son, when they arc accused of that of which it is 
not certain they are guilty. I should think it is the 
only way by which we can have an opportunity of 
proving our innocence/ 

^ 1 far frpm it, my dear : it only makes the 
matter worse: the best way is to let the thing die 
away of itself/ 

* But how can it die, if it is incessantly re- 
ported?* 

^ O ! it must take its chance for that : people 
will, you know, speak : there is no stopping tongues.' 

* I am very ignorant on the sgbjeet ; but I can 
hardly give up my idea that it is the fairest way to 
tell a person, when tiiey are accused, and we do 
not believe they merit it.' 

* Well ! you must take your own way : you are 
vei7 clever, you know; and doctors difier: but 
my plan is always, ^ Do to otlicrs as you'd be done 
by;' and peace and quietness.' 

Argument, such as this, had not moved Ger- 
trude. She felt it impossible for her to stand up 
the champion of an imprudent woman ; but she 
saw, very plainly,^ that she could put it in her power 
to clear herself; and she meant, by very gentle de- 
grees, to lead to it in tliis morning's walk. But 
the morning was inviting; and every time slie bc« 
gan to speak, some one or other joii^d them. Miss 
Strangeways, as soon as they were alone, by new 
complaints of Mrs. Mammons neglect, led to th^ 
subject, aod declaring herself dqsperat^ Gertrude 

asked 
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asked her if she wouW not be happier at home. 
To this she replied, with the true cliaracteristic 
ittcoosistency of a frivolous woman, saying, * it 
was not quite so serious as that, and if it did qot 
grow wgrsc, she must try to bear it/ 

* A new leson for me,' thought poor Gertrude. 
' Just now, she was miserable beyond endurance; 
and now it is not quite so serious. What am I to 
understand? — She cannot take a hint: — 1 must 
speak out. Perhaps, if I had said the thing was 

trifling, she would have thought it important. 

I am afraid you will find yourself embarrassed/ 

* Embarrassed ! how ? — O ! I know what you 
mean. I told vou, I remember, that Mrs. Trim- 
well had asked me for the money for my dresses to 
make up a payment: it was, indeed, a monstrous 
impertinent thing of her : but I have only to send 
my bills to my father: he is very liba^al.' 

* The embarrassment I mean, is of a very differ- 
ent kind. I understood you expected Mr. and 
Mrs. Strange ways ; and I fear if tliey do not come 
soon, you will lind yourself uncomfortable/ 

* Why, my dear child, how, in the name of pa- 
tience, is that to embarrass me ? If they cannot 
come, they cannot ; and what's that to me ? — they 
must do as they like, poor old souls! but tliey 
could not make Mrs. MamuM)n more civil.' 

* True; but they would lessen the importance 
of her being so.' 

' After all, I believe it's only that I am very silly, 
and make myself uneasy for nothing. But I see 
Captain Treocbwell coming on tbe other side the 
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way* I thii^k its he; but I ain so short-sighted ; 
and I Iiavn't my glass. I must go up to him, to. 
< > wkhim about the raffle: its a beautiful gold chain ; 
aad I know half a dozen more that I want to get 
intoity to see if they are bears enough to keep it, if 
they win it* Will you join us? — only half a guinea 
€acb» and twenty names I — good morning; just for 
this once; wc shall meet again soon/ 
* * A good chance/ said Geitrude, * I should 
stand ! I thank you, I never raffle; it would in no 
way suit me/ 

The last six words Miss Strangeways certainly 
did not hear : she was on the other side of tlie road 
b^ore they were uttered, and Gertrude saw her^ 
with a hand in each of the captain's,, looking up 
in his face, in the way best calculated to try tlie ef- 
fect of her eyes. 
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CHAPTER LXV. 

A delicate business. The idle captain. The advisers, A 
iright decision. Questions and ansrocrs, A bus^-hodj/. 
Match-making, Waning iovc. Vicious connections ream* 
mended. A quotation. The vigilant coquette. 

Ik a very different attitude, aiid with very different 
feelings, with downcast eyes, her arms banging per* 
pendicularly, and unconsciously measuring her 
steps, Gertrude returned to the Marine Parade, and 
was entering the house, w lien she met Lord Lux- 
more coming out, alone and on foot : it was his 
iirst attempt at walking without support ; and she 
could not refuse when he asked her to take a few 
turns before the door w ith him. 

She felt it out of her power to amuse him : she 
could only cx|)ress her pleasure at seeing him w alk 
again, and observe on the fineness of the morning: 
ber mind was filled with the folly of Miss Strange- 
ways; and feeling that she had been most unfortu- 
nately interrupted in her intentions, she meditated 
on the possibility of obtaining an interview with 
her in the course of the forenoon. 

^ You are not in spirits, my fair friend/ said tlie 
earl. ^ I hope you are not ill ; you hav& w*alkect 
too far ; you look jaded. Upon my lionor, Ger- 
trude, you do too much. What ? have you been 
walking with tliat Utile painted gig? — I do not 
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think she b a proper companion for you to be seen 
with : she can, indeed, do you no harm, and you 
niuy do her a great deal of good ; but you must not 
expect wonders: I am afraid she is not worth 
much. I-ady Luxmore begins to think her not very 
correct ; and Mrs. Mammon will be des[)erate in a 
day or two, if her family do not take her off her 
hands.' 

Tl)is was a f&ir opening to a conversation which 
Gertrude could not wish to shun. She represented 
to the earl what appeared to her the arguments in 
fiivorof Miss Strangcways; and, admitting mucli, 
she exculpated her fix)m morc than her share of 
blame : slie moreover stated liie frank means she 
meant to pursue. 

His lordship thought these little less extraordi* 
rtary than they had appeared to Mrs. Tamb ; but 
hot l)eing very well able to specify his objections, 
his respectful prepossession in favor of the projec- 
tor, made him give credit to the project. He there- 
fore did not oppose her wish to see Miss Strange- 
ways alone; and he allowed her to send one of the 
men, with a note, requesting her to receive her after 
breakfiist. 

An oi)en answer was returned immediately. It 
told her how * most happy' Miss Strangcways 
would be to see her dear Miss Aubrey to whom 
she was • so infinitely obligaUd^' that * she guessed 
the private businciis was the charming gold chain ; 
that she had been again to look ut it; and thought 
it more beautiful than ever, that she rejoiced to in- 
form her, that one single name alone was wanting, 

and 
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Md thai sbe^aliould order Captain TreachweH, on 
pain of her €lispleasure, to keep that plac^ for Misg 
Aubrey. 

' As soon as she had performed the duties of the 
breaj^Ht-table, and lurraDged the family concerns^ 
Gertitide set off for the boarding-bouse, where 
Miss Stfaugeways was to be found* BreaJcfosit 
was over, and the party dispersed ; and she was, 
shewn to the drawing-room, where, on a sopha be^ 
htnd the do0r, with her feet Idd upon it, and her 
back reclining against the end, sat, as if on purpose 
to exhibit her new nanlceen-boots to the admiring 
eyes of Captain Trench well, thtf lady she sought ; 
while the captain, with one arm resting on the near 
end of the sopha, and the other occasionally laid 
over his head and reaching far enough to keep in 
vibration the clanlting appendage of the bell-rope, 
was enjoyiqg the prospect, and meditating the ea«- 
suing campaign. 

' O here she comes I' said Miss Strangeways as 
slia entered; 'Qo^, my dear Miss Aubrey, your 
half-guinea, and the business is done : TrenchweH 
will go H'itb you to (ee the chain and to throw, I 
«baU aknost n^Qice in-losing, if you are the winner; 
— you are so good T 

'* No, ne }^ said Gertrude, * I have M gpod^ 
AesB ; you have misunderstood me ; I want no 
chains.' * . • • 

^ '^MonStroua «gQod, iatith !— *ba, ha, ha! — ^want 

no chains* I— 01 'fao^ g0od!«-«I shf^l die widi 

•kughii^.—^I must give iipthe ghost;' said the vciy 

Bdeiiy captain^ putting bis jarmjbebind hhniby ^ay 
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of cix)S8 bar, as. if to save, his.wbole.fiwne iiom 
giving way under his laughter. 

^Hdve 1 said any thing very absurd?* satd Ger- 
trude to tlie lady, 

' O ! no, iny d.ear.mtfdam; no, indeed/ repUe4 
the captain ; ^ pardon me, farfcom absuifd^ I assure 
you ; every body, must j^gree witii you ; you want 
no chains ; no, faith !— *never heard a better thing 
in my life, by Jove !' 

^ Will you allow me to speak to you in your 
own room ?' said she to Miss Strangeways. 

^ Can't yoii speak here?' answered the foolish 
woman. ^ What? has Trenchwell discpmfittd 
you with his nonsense?— come, don t mind him-- 
he's not very terrible ; and he'll ask me all you've 
said when you're gone ; and I don't know how to 
tell a lie — never could in my life— not even wlien 
the men asked me, if I thought myself han()* 
some. Come, come; I know you are shy — I'll 
help you out.' 

' It would be cruel to obey you,* said Gerr 
trude. 

* Cruel?— Lord! my dear, you're quite^/ie this 
morning. I vow I know nothing about all this. 
Well ! I suppose I must withdraw with you.— « 
Stay, tin I come back. Trench ; I shan^t be loc^' 

* No, 'pen honor can't stay ; parade in^ fiftecfi 
niinutes/ said the laconic captain. 

W ith a little ihoi^e in treaty, Gei triid^ prevailed on 
Miss Strangeways to leave the room with her; and 
having reaclifed Ker little slip of a bej-room, s^e, in, 
A whisper, tenderly reprovedTier fofhep exHJbe?- 

ance 
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Mce of spirits, which bad almost lundered her from 
saying what she came purposely to say, and then 
seriously remoostrated? M the extreme impropriety 
of sitting doif u alone, and in so very indecorous a 
manner, with any gentleman. The culprit being 
much inclined to take her own part, Gertrude was 
driven to her last resource^ and frankly, but merci- 
fully, told her, in what manner her character and 
connections were questioned. 

This silly woman, like many who have fallen 
victims to similar folly, had said to hdf' s, ' Hitherto 
sbalt thou go, and no farther,' and knew not that 
neither the waves of the sea, nor those, more de^ 
structive, of the passions, will stop for any one s bid- 
ding. She was astonished^ and she was shocked, 
when she heard she was suspected : ber color, at 
lea^t all her color that could fly, fled ; she trcm* 
bled, she wept, apd she begged Gertrude td tell her 
how she could escape from the oiisery she saw be^ 
fore her. 

' By immediate prudence,* said Gertrude. * If 
you run away after what has passed, I am afraid 
you will only confirm the supposition; Were it my 
case, I would write to my friends. Cannot you 
urge &f r. and Mrs. Strangeways to come down to 
you ? if it were but for an hour, it would rescue 
you. * Write to them directly. Tl>row your letter, 
when you have written it, on the most conspicuous 
table in the house, and wait the event quietly. If 
Mr. Strangeways is indeed detained, ask your mo-- 
(her to com^ to*}9u.' 

\ thousand 
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' A tiiousaod thanks : I will, I will. Db stay 
with roe white I write. Tell me what to toy r' 

' I am aoriy I c^onot de^ Aat. Bot before fon 
write perhaps it would be but a proper compKment 
to Mrs. Mammon to take her opinion. I do not 
wish you to reveal what I baVe said ; but you could 
say that you feel it uncomfortable to be here with- 
out Mr. or Mrs Strangeways. I must teil you in« 
genuously, that I know what her answer will be ; 
for she has said she wished them here. Pray ask 
her?* 

' I hate her for being so silent and. so smdoth^^ I 
care notibr her opinion : 1 will not ask her/ 

' 'But^ for my sake, 'do{ it Icioks ao presuming in 
ifie to atlvfse--^rjf>ray, pray do ask her whether their 
jnresetioe wotild iiot phoe you in a moiie respedia* 
Ue 3rtnQtkin..' 

* "W^U ! fo plea^Toajl att do it, « yon will 
stay tiH I V^tnro.* 

Gertrude complied. Miss Strangeways wos^waj^ 
^{bOut ^?e tnioiuftes. She tame -bade with a .^ocm- 
'tivntocethsit tervdtiaerVrClHid not^translafce. ^ This 
iB^HewMd,' :stliA'^ ' iiftiog Hip "herhdfids and 
^lyes. Mfk. Mamindn is astonished at inykineasi- 
nrtess — she teHs (ne she nnev^r wi^d me t6 -bare 
tmy other protection -than hei^'-x-^he is kleli|bted 
witli the charge, It is a fileasfirS)iito b6tidn;*§he>be^ 
rl will not tbitfH of ifoubllhg Mr/or Mrs. ^nnge- 
Hkrays. Now, Miss ^Aubrey, what ^do^jfba say^ 
-this ?* 

' Only, that if you obey faer^ /I csnoQt "blMIe 
iyou,' 

* lani 
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' I am puzzled. I can't tell who's rigbt and 
who's wrong: perhaps, if she bad said less, I 
should have beljeved her : you have never deceived 
me ; *he has. I will write as you advise.' 

* I cannot ask such confidence. But tell me, 
was tills all that Mrs. Manmion said ?' 

* Yes, I believe so — except indeed that she de- 
pended on tny company to Bath.' 

* Well ! you will do as you please now.' 
' O ! I shall write, ccrtiiioly/ 

Gertrude left her sitting down to ber employ- 
n\ent ; and, in finding her way out of the house, 
she saw, leaning on a window in a passage that se- 
parated tlie drawing-room fram the other apart* 
xnents, Captain Trench well. She wished to pass 
him slightly noticed ; but this not being his wish, 
he stopt ber, and in a manner very different from 
•what be had assumed half an hour before, he re- 
quested to speak to her, holding the drawing-room 
door open, as if expecting her to enter it. * Here 
is nobody in ttiis room,' said he : * will you let me 
speak three words to you, Miss Aubrey?' 

* Certainly,' she replied ; * but as Lady Elma 
de Ruse is perhaps waiting for me, you wul do me 
a favor by saying what you wish, as I M'alk towards 
the house/ 

He followed her down stairs, and in the ^treet 
began : — ' What is the reason. Miss Aubrey r' — iio 
took out his handkerchief, and having used it aiost 
violently, lie began again — * Why, Miss Aubrey, <io 
you seem to be — why do you appear? — 1 think 

you seem so shy of me, Miss Aubrey/ 

G: 
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Grave as were her thoughts this morning, she 
could not be insensible to the ludicrous of this 
scene ; and having about her a little of, that com- 
mon alloy o( human perfection, a keen relish for a, 
little innocent' mischief, she was resolved not to 
help the valorous captain out of his oratorical 
quagmire. * Surely,' thought she, as he again ap- 
plied his handkerchief till be was in danger of mak- 
ing his nose bleed, * this must be the reality of 
what Mr. Sterling used to call a localintpudcnce — 
-this man was almost insulting me just now in the 
house; and now he seems afraid to speak \o ipe. 
If all gay men, as they are called, are like this 
preux chevalier^ what must women be who are en- 
$nared by them ? it must be themselves who arc tlieir 
own seducers. I shall have no patience with the 
man. I shall run away. I am rather in a hurry. Sir/ 

* I say, Miss Aubrey, what is it I have done to 
make you watch me so ?' 

* I cannot tell you why I watch you so^ Sii:. I 
can only say I do not watch you at all.' 

* Yes, you do; you watch me and Miss Strango- 
ways.* 

* Now you say something T can admit and an- 
swer. I certainly do watch Jor her, and perhaps 
my explaining my reasons on that point, may cor^- 
vince you that it \sJor her alone that 1 watch.' 

* Will you have the goodness to inform me what 
those reason^ are, which, by explaining one thing, 
are to convince me you do not do another.' 

* Certainly, Sir: Miss Strangeways associfCtes 
with those who ^re so kind as to notice me : she 

'. '^ has 
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has told me boAV very uncomfortably sl'ie is situated 
here: nay» she has even confessed, voluntarily con- 
fessed to me the little foibles of her mind : she is, I 
believe, innocent, and good humored. I am sure 
she is vain and imprudent : — she shews too much 
respect for the world, in my opinion; by being the 
one;, and too much confidence in it, by being the 
other. A most illiberal, a most uncharitable slander 
has been surmised against her: imconscious of it, 
and really not supposing the world could be so 
wicked, she has not had the means of correcting 
her conduct. I am of a more serious character 
than she is. I was uneasy for her. I feared she 
ivould naakc herself misunderstood, and therefore, 
unwilling to give her pain, I have, as you say, watch- 
ed her, or as /say, watched /?>/• her. If I have 
seemed to direct my attention to any one else, it 
could only be because I feared their adding to that 
self-opinion which is too predominant in her; but 
ROW I am perfectly at ease about her ; for I have 
told her the unv&rnished truth. I have prevailed 
on her to see how much her levity degrades her ; 
and though it has wounded her more deeply than I 
intended, the sterling worth she has shewn, has re- 
paid me. She is now writing, more earnestly d)an 
ever, to her father; and if he cannot come down di- 
rectly, her mother will.' 

* You have a(ivised this measui^e^ have you, 
Miss Aubrey?' 

^ I left her to act as she pleased; and it was her 
Qwn prudent ciioice: she likes the place ; 'tis pity 
she sLoulci bo drivenf from it by her owti little folly, 

but 
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but it is of teore importance than she is aware of, 
not only to preserve her estunation, but to increase 
it : she is very much to be pitied^ and equally to be 
respected.' 

* But still I must say — don t walk so fast — turn 
back a little way; — ^still, I must say, I perceive you 
have particularly levelled at 7ne in your guardian- 
ship of her. What have you seen in me to procure 
me the honor of this pcculim* regard ?' 

* Captain Trenchwell,' replied she firmly, ' you 
certainly would embarrass me extremely, if I liad 
now to decide on what 1 ought to do : you really 
leave me scarcely an option; and you must forgive 
me, if your hear the truth. I am sure you are not 
always what I saw you this, morning ; you are not 
always deficient in the qualities of a gentleman-; 
you do not atways triumph in the distress you oc- 
casion an unprcsuming female; but, I believe, there 
is a sort of pleasure — you must. not expect me to 
understand in what it can consist — ^in helping a 
silly woman to become moresilly. This pleasure, 
j think, you seek in your acquaintance with Miss 
Strangcv^ays. It cannot add to her or your re- 
spc'ctaJbility : it may be very injurious to ber's ; 
therefore I confess, and I am sure you will think nie 
right, that I have advised her not to listen to you. 
She seems scarcely to know she has done so; but 
she is disposed to be advised; if you perceive her 
now more on her guard, you will know to what 
to impute it; and you will, I persuade myself you 
vrill, have that honorable consideration for her, that 
Kill induce you to conform to her manners.' # 

' Say 
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* Say no more, foi God's sake, my dear madam : 
I shall respect you, as long as I live. I leave 
Brighton to-morrow morning.* — * So soonf — ' Yes, 
I have particular business in town. Can I do Any 
tiling for yoci ? Good morning. God bless you. .1 
shall respect you as long as I breathe.' 

It was Very early in the agreeable friendship 
Mrs. Mammon had formed with I«ady Luxmorc, 
that she persuaded herself, by means of the reflec* 
tii^e powers of her experience, and tlie perspective 
assistance of her imagination, of the existing at- 
tachment of Lord Portargis and Gertrude. She 
bad, by force of her own natural logic, brought this 
to be a matter of moral certainty ; for she had per- 
ceived that they were two yoiing persons more 
than usually ne^ in age;, neither of them seemed 
to have any other claim on their affections or at- 
tentions : Lord Portargis was at home, and often 
seen with Miss Aubrey: Miss Aubrey was a poor 
dependent on the family ; consequently muBt be 
greedy and artful ; she must have drawn in the 
young man, who being very handsome, she must, 
of necessity, be desperately in love with bim^ which 
'very much accounted for the seriousness, nay al- 
vmost the melancholy of her character. 

The next step after this decision, was te- send 'to 
that cfxcellent ^ O ! mast excellent young - man !' 
'Mr. lieynardson, whom she had known, ever since 
-the first "week ot her aiTival at /Brighton ! — a note 
with 'her * coinplioients,' and a request that * he 
would' allow^ her a place in his curncle the next 

time 
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time be drove but, as she bad a little particular bu- 
siness on which she wished to consult him. The 
accoinroodation was offered that day ; and she soon 
got out of him all he knew, or could surmise, re- 
specting the viscount and Gertrude, more than 
enough to convince her that she was right as to the 
subsisting fact ; but as to the events Mr. Reynard- 
son informed her, he was dubious, and inclined to 
think the least mention of any such partiality on the 
part of his friend Portargis, would prove the ruin 
of the young woman, for whom, he confessed, he 
felt more concern than she could claim, as he was 
well convinced he was not honored with her good 
opinion ; but she was a very respectable girl, and 
he had done what he could to serve her, foreseeing 
that a time would come when she must be turned 
out by * that infcrnal hag • Lady Luxmore, penny- 
less and friendless, and so ignorant that she must 
starve, if poverty could not subdue her spirit 
When he first knew her, he declared, as far as he 
could discover, she had no one accomplishment 
To all the questions she had ever asked her, she 
always answered * No, no :' — she would not play 
or sing ; she could not draw ; she did not ride ; be 
doubted if she had ever seen a play or an opera; she 
never danced reels ; in short, there was no bottom 
to her ignorance ; and out of mere pity, he had 
asked Lady Elma to take some pains Hith her. 

'This modest display of poor Gertrude s deficien* 
cies and his endeavors, naturally produced acknow- 
ledgments of superior goodness, and commendations 
of unprecedented benevolence; and Mrs^ Mammon 

proceeded 
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{Koceeded to ask bis opinion on the propriety of 
the supposed attachment : he could give npne that 
^as not unfavorable to it ; tliey agreed that it was 
setting Portargis down for life, shutting out ail his 
friends, and putting it out of his power to assist 
any one ; they foresaw that he musty in six months, 
be weary of a woman who had so little to charm or 
to amuse, that he must repent * in sackcloth and 
ashes' his precipitation, and in short, that, as Sir 
Philip Lorimer observed, ' tlie sister of Lady Paula 
de Hautefort, the elegant, the accomplished, the 
fascinating Lady Caroline, was the woman for him : 
she was, to be sure, a few years older, and slie had 
no iBoney ; but her mother. Lady Waveney was as 
good a creature as ever lived, and. Lady Caroline 
' was a most charming woman.' 

' 'Tis pitiful, 'tis Mondrous pitiful,* that good 
pains should ever be tlirown away ; but it must be 
coQiessed, that in the present instance, Mrs. Mam- 
mon's cares and exertions, so far as regarded Ger- 
trude, were superfluous. Would she but have 
trusted to the operatipn of ciiance, or had she really 
known the human lieart in all its vagaries, she 
%vould have flattered herself that though Time is 
indeed one of. 

' The mighty two 
' That bring our wishes nearer to our view / 

yet that exercising sometliing similar to the ad tibi- 
turn of a Greek aorist, he occasionally does just 
the contrary ; and so it was in the present case ; 
for, however silent we have been on the subject, as 
. not wishing to confirm a disagreeable suspicion, 

sorry 
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sorry are we to say, that Viscount Portargus had 
not been one fortmgbt in possession of that c(m-. 
currence be bad so ardently sought, and of which 
he had so totally despaired, before he began ta 
wonder how he could think it absolutely necessary 
to his happiness ; and having proceeded thus far oa 
the decli\ ity of indiffertnce, his projectile and cen^* 
tripetal progress may be calculated* 

Without any endeavor on the piart of any one 
to convince, him of his error, and left solely to his 
own feelings, he, for a few days, had rejoic^ in be* 
ing rid of the anxiety be bad suffered to torment 
him ; for a few days moi'e, be felt quietly and calmly 
settled in the possession of that which was to he the 
root, the stem, the branches, and tbe fruit of his 
happiness for life ; his next feeling was a sort of 
interrogation, whether it was well U> see thus early 
all the prospect before him ; be bad, it was truef 
escaped all the apprehended disasters of bis mind's 
journey ; it was all a bowling road before him ; but 
it was strait and flat, and be bad, only to perforin so 
many miles on it each day; it wns Newmarket 
beath without Newmarket's attraction. He could 
not, perhaps, embody these ideas as accurately as 
M'c have done ; but if be did not think as deeply as 
we do as to causes, he was far more sensible thaa 
we can be, to effects. In one of his £ts of ennuis 
he was surprised that he ever thought Gertrude 
not rather plain ; — ^in the next, she ceitainly was not 
near so amusing as she used to be ; slie grew very 
dull: when compared with ^ the nice giri^* at 
Brighton slie was positively^^if-^here was a sa^ne- 
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Mss about ben that he wondered had not .sooner 
Mearied him ; how should he pet on ? and her per- 
petual industry was really quite sordid ; she .never 
had half an hour to spare, as other women had ; 
then her dress was * so excessively' plain; she 
looked like a quaker ; nothing but white, white, 
ivbite ! or a little buff or pink-striped thing in a 
morning. She would buy nothing but what was 
necessary ; and what he gave her she would not 
wiear ; he had given three guineas and a half for a 
glass to wear round her neck ; and she had made 
him lake it back to the goldsmith's, because, truly, 
she was longer-sighted than any body else — just 
as if fashion did not require a glass, as much as the 
eyes. Every lady had a Maltese cross : he had 
given ten guineas for one ; he never saw it : tliere 
was something very disagreeable in all this. Purple 
parasols were the fashion ; she had a green one; alt 
women, of avy stylcy had slippers with silver 
clasps ; she had none ; and when he spoke on the 
subject, she always stopt him, by bidding him re- 
collect that she was a beggar. Ail this had some- 
thing so sordid in it ; he did not, indeed, know how, 
but somehow or other, she surely might manage 
better ; other young women contrived to have their 
own way, why could not she? she had only to 
exeit a spirit, and defy Lady Luxmore, and she 
knew they would all stand by her. 

Perhaps, as her reasons were unanswerable, as 
iier conduct was laudable, and her intentions weifV 
pure, the excuses she framed for her submission to 
circumstances, might have found their way to the 

comprehension 
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corapreliension pf the yiscount, and have obtained 
his asscDt, or at least bis acquiescence, bad not an 
irresistible dread lest be might be doing wrong in tlie 
eyes of the world, seised him. His friend, the Mar- 
quis of Sowsorrow, had just made ^ an arrangement* 
whicli his family indeed condemned, and for which 
they were worrying the good fellow out of his 
senses ; he had told him all his reasons, and had 
proved to him so clearly that every man who marries 
mu^t be ruined, that he could not but wish he bad 
taken a little more time to think about it/ The mar- 
quis had, indeed, most eloquently supported his own 
choice of an infamous connexion, and had informed 
his less-experiencod friend, tliat * for merely twelve- 
hundred a year, a tabic, a carriage, and servants,' lie 
bad engaged Madame du Catfi6 ; whei-eas had he 
married, he must have been ' tied up by articles Ut 
tlie Lord only knew what ;' that * in a job' there 
was the most peifect liberty, not only of parting on 
any difference, — but liberty ia every point. A fa- 
mily, which a man was not obliged to bring for- 
ward, were easily provided for. Places in public 
situations were always to be had for boys, and 
girls could be sent out to India, with no trouble and 
scarce any expencc ; a man had his own company, 
kept his own bom's, and in short, thus, and thus only, 
could be said to be his own master.' Portar<;is had 
half a mind to inform Gertrude, in a distant way, of 
the marquis's opinions, but he had heard her re<iJ, 
■ince their engagement ; and he had seen the tears 
drop from her eyes, as she read those lines which 
perhaps have never yet been duly appreciated, as 

to 
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to their moral merit, and the credit of which is not 
always given to their real author : 



* Thou wretch 

Quite lost to life as lost to loV( 
Whene'er misfortune comes, how just ! 
Anrl come misfortune surely must* 
In the dread season of dismay, 
^ In that sad hour of trial, say. 
Who then shall prop thy sinking heart ? 
Who bear affliction's weightier part ? 

Say, when the black-brow'd welkin bends, 
And winter's gloomy form impends, 
To mourning turns all transient chear. 
And blasts the melancholy year ;«— • 
For times at no persuasion stay, 
Nor vice can find perpetual May ; 
Then where's that tongue by folly fed ? 
That soul of pertness whither fled f 
All shrunk within thy lonely nest. 
Forlorn, abandoned, and unhlest, 
Mo friend by cordial bonds allied, * 

Shall seek thy cold unsocial side. 
No chirping prattlers, to delight 
Shall turn the long-enduring night ; 
N«r bride hor words of balm impart, 
And warm thee at her constant heart/ 

There was slender hop# of attention from 
a mind * thus illiberally prejudiced ;' so his lord- 
ship kept to himself the counsels of his friend 
Sowsorrow, with no abatement, however, of their 
estimation, and very much inclined to ^ be pru- 
dent' 
From Lady £lma, the yJKOiiQt's attachment 
voIh III. cc could 
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tould receive no support: — every day her lady- 
ship was more convinced, by Oertrude's steady, 
calm, prudent regard to the future, and the lowli- 
ness of her still dignified deportment, that she had 
nothing to apprehend : yet this freedom from anxi- 
ety was not inv3.riablc ; it was rather a certainty 
she wished for, than a truth she must confess. Slic 
was in tlic liabit of saying, in a jesting way, that she 
could never give up Portargis to any one ; but that 
which was jest to the ear of her auditors, was serious 
in the mouth of the speaker. The viscount was, in 
general, sufficiently attentive to secure her favor ; 
and she meant he should continue to deserve it : a 
correspoodencc in prose and poetry, served to fan 
the flame ; but Gertrude was no longer called to 
assist in iiis lordship's replies : nor were the lady's 
billets communicated to her. Mystery succeeded 
*to frankness : the viscount reserved tliese favors for 
l)is private perusal ; and though perfectly un- 
shackled by any niavemcnt on the pait of Ger- 
trude, it was soon evident that he wished her absent 
when he received them : they however, and all 
other coquettish offerings to the young man's va- 
nity, met encouragement from the earl, when he 
called on Ids son to be grateful for **the most 
useful friendship in the world, that of an ele- 
gant woman.' This satietion gave Lady Elina 
unlimited scope, and removed every necessity of 
caution or concealment ; yet as if * to nrake assur- 
ance double sure,' she could not forbear lament- 
ing to Gertrude that Portargis >vas so frivolous a 

• character ; 
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character ; and when Gertrude concurred in wish- 
ing him less so, her ladyship was satisfied that 
she had no cause to fear the still-life of that 
good girl, ^almost too good for this world/ Gertrude 
Aubrey. 
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CHAPTER LXVI, 

A match for an earFs daughter ! A match not for an earFi 
son, A korst'tnatis oratory. A gmuine aurcdote* Coi- 
suUing the oracle at his lodgings. The oracU namutata, 
J)is$ertation on cunning. Various states of mimd in xariou 
subjects. A draidng-roofn party. The oracle's decision. 
How to get off from a promise. Wtcuring the viilow* 

Avert short time, assisted by the young lady's 
own endeavors, had united the interests of Sir Phi- 
lip Lorimer and Lady Paula de Hautefort. No- 
thing is so easy as to ' get oflT at a watering place, 
if you have but set your mind on it, and are re- 
solved to clear hedge and ditch. Lady Caroline 
had been useful to her elder sister, in this laudable 
undertaking, notwithstanding her former aversion 
to Sir Philip : — aversions will sometimes give way 
to prudence ; — and very slight hints sufficed, where 
tlicre was such activity of comprehension^ to in- 
form the baronet how he might please and oblige 
the ladies. Into this service, Mrs. Mammon had 
intiuded herself ; and fully persuaded of the ar- 
ranged plan between the viscount and Gertrude, 
she called on all the powers of Brighton, except 
Neptune and his Amphitrite, who to do them jus- 
tice woald have been ashamed of the job, to assist 
in pre\fenting * that divine young man' fix)m ^ so 
qpi^y' throwing himself afvay, * on something not 

•• much 



much abof e tlie rank of a servant' The next tUjMi 
tl>erefore, that Sir Philip crossed on Portargis^ kt 
t:^ok him u^der the arm ; and teUtng him he want- 
ed to give him a httle good advite, the viscount 
walked aside with him, perhaps induced by tbe 
persuasion that what was promised was tkai from 
whijh he was most secure. Ha b^an : 

* Port, I have a devilish regard for you ) and it 
Inakes me cursed sorry to see yoii to doK^ n to IhC 
Hioutb/ 

^Mer' 

^ Yes, yoo. Come, di^'t tip me a»y of your 
girl's tricks. I know what I say, man. YouVe 
in love, and in love with that there Miss Garty, 
ifrhat's-her-name ? I never can remeiober low peg* 
pie's names. 1 can remember titles fast enoughi if 
they're ever so hard — but names always puzzle me. 
£ttt as I say, don't interrupt me till I've done. 
Kow seriously. Port, were a soul upon earth lo 
tnow thtit yo\i ever cast an eye, that is, i* th6 T^ay 
of marriage, on your motlier's fondlirtg, ydu^rf ht in 
a quagmire, ai^d I defy all the black Stafibr({- 
ahires in the kingdom to pull you out Nothing 
on this side— is so bad as a low match; you 
may flounder for ever, and never gtt o\it That's 
juj>t my reason for. taking Polla: she has very little 
ibrtune, and yocr see, as Captain Megan says, 
* slie's no beauty '-^she'g a good deal, I thinky awry, 
but she shews a deal of blood, and has good action'^ 
Caroline now, is a deal more powerful, and I aiii 
dure above ft hand higher, but we must not4)ick 
and chuse ; and Polla likes iny person^and accom* 

plishments. 
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plishments, I understand — so, I think, I shall e en 
tarke her : her brother Lord G raveney, no — 
Graveney ? Graveney? no Waveney, I think it is, 
mil take me by the hand, and bring me into 
parliament instantly. Now, Caroline, I think, 
my dear friend, would be just the Toprag for you, 
as we say ; she is just cut and dried for you. I 
tliink, upon my soul, she likes you ; monstrously, 
I think, by what I hear; get the matter settled, I 
say, as quick as you can, and then you may have 
what money you will of me, between this and the 
old gentleman's walking off to kingdom come *. '- 

Even in listening thus long. Lord Portargis had 
given currency to an opinion that rendered his si* 
tuation public : he knew not what to do or say : he 
was convinced that, if he regarded Gertrude's wish 

* Let no one bestow on us the praise of inventing elegant 
phrases ; we never work without a pattern ; and a very little 
observation will afford an abundant choice. In^e present 
instance, we borrow from a member of one of our universi- 
ties, and the tutor of a nobleman. In the one interview with 
which he favored us, may it never again be repeated ! he 
was introduced at a dinner-party, and, in the f^w minutes 
between his arrival and the assembling at table, he desire^ 
us to show him our little library, saying, * I always judge of 
ivomcn by their books :' seeing the voluminous works of a 
near relation, he asked if * it was a good thing,' and perceiv- 
ing Airs. Hannah More's publications on our shelves, he 
asked our opinion of her as a writer. We replied, with our 
usual adherence to truth, that we thought her a woman qf 
the first class of powers,^ * What V he replied, * i suppose 
you like her because she writes about ' Kingdom come/ We' 
(are heppy to say, we lurgct the geptleroau's name, therefore 
1)0 is not obliged to our concealment. 
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or even her necessary comfort, he ought to mislead 
Sir Pliihp out or liis preconceived idea; and that if 
he felt f(;r her what he had so recently professed 
and urged her to belipve. he ought to crush, In the 
first effort towards existence, an offer so militating 
aj^.iinst his lionor and his conscience ; but chilled 
affoction uiakes a tepid heart; and feeling nothing 
but his Cinbarrassnieut, and having nothitiig to bring 
forward but his good breeding, be took off his 
glove, shook hands with the baronet, and saying 
' Allow me to quit you just now; you shall hear 
from uje,' he walked a quarter of a mile farther 
from the town, holding his glove in his hand, and 
lashing with it all tluts^ rare productions of the 
South Downs, which presume to start eighteen 
inches from tlie soil. This was the resource of - 
deep thought, not of want of thought ;— his lord-, 
ship could not whistle. 

At tlie end of this walk, which was bouiKled 
only by the time of his brain's chymical projection, 
he found he had nothing^ upon earth' to do but to 
consult his friend Sylvanus. He felt that he could 
not apply to J-ady Elma. No matter that this was 
just what Gertrude would have deprecated; he had 
no alternative, and her injunction was rendered, 
by this exigency, null and void ; it 'was saying to 
a starving man, ' Shun the butcher and the baker :' 
• — go he must. 

And go he did ; and he found his friend jat home 

. with a cold, much in want of something to occupy 

bis mind, which was just then aukwardly disposed 

to ruminate on a dishonored bill with which he had 

tried 
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tried to get out of debt for bis carriage ; be was 
seated in the drawing-rooto of his lodgings — for he 
had a protegie inadmissible in a boarding-boase, — 
before thie fire, which his cold made a comfoit, with 
one foot on each side the stove-grate, and iihistling 
' Cupid god of soft persuasion,' when the viscount, 
taking the privilege of friendship, kicked open the 
<3oor ; and something, he could not well tell what, 
but it was m rose-^olor, and had a train, glided 
^t at another door at the same moment 

Had Portargis been naturally ever so curious to 
litTOw what it wflTs iii rose-color and with a train, 
that glided out, he was not then in a mood to be 
inquisitive. His friend's countenance was a little 
'suffused ; and if the intruder had been any one be- 
low the rank of Portargfe, be might perhaps have 
regretted that ' his people' were not in the way, to 
show him up ; but as matters stood, he thou^t it 
^he^ to bring forward tlie question himself; and he 
ti^ould presently have toH to whom ttie rose-ccAor 
and the train belonged, "had not Portargis evinced 
a mind as little at ^ase to listen, as edged to ask. 
He was therefore saved from this painful oflice, if 
the exposure of follies and vices, where they ex- 
pected nerthei- check nor reproach, could be painful. 
His lordslup intimating that be had some veiy 
serious busiiiess to talk over, entered «fn k by a full 
disclosure of the situation in which be had placed 
himself, with regard te Crejftrude, and the doubts 
which bad siibseqnttitly arisen in his mind as to the 
prudence of the part he had acted : he professed 
himself «9 ^till poseessibg^lhe highest esteem for 

Misi 
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^liss Aubrey, but he wanted the adTice of some^ 
body as to ' what was mdst eligible m sach a di« 
lemma.' 

Reynardson was now master of the fact ; Und 
though he felt a little datural resentmeiU of the 
partial coniidehce he had been allowed, afld the li<* 
berty the viscount had assumed of acting f6r hitt- 
selff he repressed all this, and turned it into fegt^ 
for the embanassment this independence had t>r(y- 
duccd. * My dear fellow, why, in God's name, 
would you think of going on at this fate,' witbodt 
naming the subject to me * ? I would have pift 
you in a much better method : I row I do not see 
what is to be done. 2\s to any advice or opiftiod 
from me, it all comes, I fear, now too }ate.' 

^ Is that three ?' said the viscotmt, hearing the 
clock strike; ' I profnised to fide wHh the De 
Hauteforts. I must be off. When can I see you ? 
Shall you be at rafy mother's this evening?' 

An affirmative enabled Lord Portargis to kee^ 
his afppointment ; and Mr. Sylvanut Reynardson, 
having first called in the something in rose-cdor 
with a train (o it, and then sent his right honorabfe 
friend to the antii)odes for a fool and a biodcbead, 
sat d^wn to consider what advice he should give 



* It is not at all out of .drawing, that Mr. Reynardson, 
tiuliius vel terrctfilius sliould use this l<inguage to the legiti- 
mate son of an English earl. When the late Lord R— -- » 
then disncellor, had Lis pocket picked at the kvee, a Baiw- 
street dflicer asked him ' kow be coakl bis nich a gig ub to 
go wHkout him.' ^ 

him 
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him that would get hiin out of his dilemma^ and re- 
serve him, in some measure, for his own picLing, 

But embafrassed as he was, there v.as, hovr- 
ever, some consolation and encouragement in see- 
ing that caprice had done precisely what he wished 
and could not attempt : his work was more than 
half done for him : whenever his suspicions had re- 
vived and suggested to him the necessity of acting, 
he had felt the want of foundation for the engine 
he must use; but now there was no question of 
foundation or engine. The rocking tower of con- 
stancy was mouldering of itself, and it now nodded 
to its fall, witlK)ut (he least daijger to himself or 
any necessity of his getting out o( its reach. 

The advantages of this change, and the comfort 
derived from the certainty of it, were not tardy in 
presenting themselves to his imagination. He told 
himself, ai\d he was right, that any plan bis friend 
might hereafter pursue, was better than that which 
he was now relinquishing. Where a man acted 
without an agent, there could be no brokage ; and 
he could now take care, at least he thought so, that 
a successor to the deserted nymph should be of his 
own appointment. Cares, of kin to those ef the 
high order called parental, now invaded his pbilan* 
thropic bosom ; he felt that he had a wonderfully 
increased regard for his friend Portargis ; and he 
turned over in his mind those plans of life which 
he thought were fittest for him : he was resolved 
on pushing him into tiic army by all means, and for 
many reasons ; but on any thing farther, he could 
not Jnstantly, in the consequent tumult of novel in- 
formation, 
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formation, decide. His mind now naturally revert- 
ed to the danger he had escaped, and which, till tbo^ 
viscount unbosomed himself, be bad not known to 
be so imminent : he looked on the rocks, and sands, 
and shoals he had passed, and was almost thank- 
ful. Even if his friend should again do a foolish 
thing, and involve his affections, there was experi- 
enced caprice to rely on ; and nothing could be sa 
much to be dreaded as tlie danger just avertecL 
Quiet and retired as was Gertrudes character, 
much more was to be apprehended tlmt was hos- 
tile to his interests, from her, than from any other 
wife that his friend could chuse. She was at lei- 
sure to observe, because she was not occupied with 
herself; and that she had powers of discrimination, 
he saw in her countenance, and fancied be felt, even 
in her politeness to him. She gave no hope of be- 
ing governed, fur she governed herself: and there 
was no chance of deceiving her, because she had 
but one standard of Judgment, and that was the test 
of truth established on the principles of revelation. 
She was proof against flattery ; for she knew her- 
self, and was more likely to be humbled than ele- 
vated by undue praise. Instead of existing in 
forms, he perceived tlmt her code of etiquette was 
short enough to be always in her memory, and that 
its simplicity, while it made it applicable to all 
purposes, rendered its practice perfectly easy. On 
hearing, by ceremonial compulsion, a sermon on 
the text that inculcates justice, mercy, and humility^ 
as all required of those whose minds were to be 
prepared for the greate&t event the world ever wit- 

pessedy 
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nt^tdi h6 will aliMBt prompted, as it let into A se^ 
€ret, to tell hie friend that h^ had found the recipe 
fmr her ckar4k:teri the figure of her dance^ the pat* 
tern of her conduct^ or whatever elM would have 
intimated the developement of a mystery ; bat fear- 
'mi% the quotation might involve him in a cliarge of 
methodism, be kept his discovery to himself^ only 
fesolving to bis own satisfaction, that a woman who 
4Ml justitey Itivcd mercy^ and walked huo^bly, 
would never suit his views, should she become th^ 
wife of his friend. 

As in some measure the coadjutor of La<fy 
£lmii, in the usual course of bHsiness, he might 
now bate sought to confer with her on the subject ; 
but the viseoniit had particularly deprecated any 
eoRiaiufnication with her on it ; and as it snited Mr. 
Beynardson's plans to ad^iere to the promise de- 
manded of him, he did not break it A designing, 
^arty soon becomes a set of unconnected ind»> 
viduais— self-interest has no adhesion ; and amongst 
ikKb crafty, every one shifts for himself. The 
guardianship of Portargis seemed now offered; an4 
the acute Sylvanus chose to consider is as a clear va» 
<&ncy : the influence of Lady Elma, thoi^h not so 
Csnnidable as that of Gertrode, he had no wish ei- 
Iber to increase, confirm, or acknowledge, therefore 
be felt no reluctance to act without an assoeiate ; 
rniKl the affection her laidyship manifest for the 
dependent girl, made him somewhat douftt her con^ 
curring in a plan against her. 

Tis much to be lamented, that no ingenious 
Writer has yet stept forth, le re<k>mmen4>' to i»- 

prove, 
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prove, and to adapt to 'the present inatant, that 
minor system of politics denominated cunning. 
The requisite accomplishments, amd the demanded 
duties of ambassadors, have been explained till 
the world has cried ' Drop the curtain.' How to 
succeed in the world of power and ambition — how 
to make loathsome vices contribute to bribe For?- 
tune, has been taught by high and elegant autho- 
rity; but nobody has yet been kimi enough to writ^ 
down to the comprehension of the tyro^ in mere 
worldly cunning, unless that can be called instruc- 
tion in cunning, which teaches only the nature of 
the human mind, and resolves all its motions into 
pure selfishness. If this be the ^mmar of cun- 
ning, we have only to purchase Rochefoucault 

But the daily and hourly experience which 
shews us the grievous mistakes, the sad blunders, 
the fatal errors committed by the cunning, proves 
that the world wants to go to school : the cunning, 
efen in this a^ of chymistry and metaphysics, are 
no better prepared ios their duties than Uiey were 
when they first persuaded men to disbelieve the in- 
controipertibie principles of religion. They still 
lay snares fer tliemselves, and &I1 into their own 
traps. Surely, all this ought to be amended 
amongst persons wlio are very much given to boa^t 
a monopoly of wisdom. Had a proper educatioQ 
in the science^ preceded Mr. Sylvanus Keynardsoq s 
deliberation on the distress <^ his friend, ba would 
not have suffered any doubt of Lady Ebna's vu^ws, 
sentiments, or concurrence to intrude : be would 
have given a United credit 4o her pnifessioii^ pf 

regard, 
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regard, and would have understood them, as thejr 
were, perfectly sincere, — where there was no com- 
petition : he would have recognized her ladyship as 
of the most dignified class of the cunning, and would 
have been made diligent by recollecting that the 
present hour bounds the horizon of this descriptioo 
of wise persons : he knew, indeed, by frequenting 
the elegant pigeon-holes of the exotic theatre in an 
evening, and bein^ admitted to comment in sunset- 
mrning- visits, not merely on the aliment fouud 
there, but the cooings whispered there — that a vain 
woman is always a selfish woman, and that there is 
no folly, no meanness, no cruelty which can 
surprize the world, when it is traced up to the pal- 
try, the dishonest wisb to rise by the depression of 
another. He would have known, that to look for- 
ward steadily to the comforts and consolations re- 
maining to future years, never entered the imagi- 
nation of her who lives on the ephemeral nutriment 
of this day's triumph ; that to talk of the calm hap- 
piness resulting from reflected goodness, and sup- 
ported by the attachment of a rising generation, is 
to present hieroglyphics in Marybone, and that to 
suppose Lady Elma de Ruse would forbear 
her interference, because she might repent her 
cflbrts, on seeing the ruin of an innocent girl's fair 
prospect, would be tantamount to expecting Lord 
Laststake would throw down his dice-box, because 
he would not quite ruin his wife and children. 

But had he made the experiment, he would have 
been puzzled. With point, quint, and quatorze 
m his band^ he would have complained that be 

bad 
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had not spadille ; for looking only on one scale^ 
and waiting to see it pop down with a decided 
opinion, he ^ould have been astonished to see the 
balance ahnost equally adjusted. He would not 
have altered his opinion that the ^ suit and service* 
of a boy bear a high price in the estimation of va- 
nity, and compensate for expensive sacrifices; but 
he would have heard Lady Elma profess, in terms 
which her undisturbed feelings justified, the most 
cordial affection and esteem for Gatty Aubrey, 
and — because she had no confidence in her hear- 
er — the impossibility of her sanctioning any thing 
hostile even to the wishes or the vanity of one so 
entirely at the mercy of the world:— she might, — 
because she thouglit the matter in her own power, 
have tried to laugh at the idea of serious attach- 
ment; but if he had' questioned the ground on 
which she placed her infidelity, she would have had 
nothing to answer but — * Me void J 

If others were injperfect in cunning, Gertrude 
was no less to be taught in the school of possibili- 
ties. She ought, at the moment wlien she felt 
most obliged to Portargis for his caution, and best 
satisfied with his deportment, to have known— 
but how, poor girl! could she know it? — that her 
hopes of a coronet, if she ever had any, had passed 
their acme. It was not in the viscount's nature 
to be moderate; hope, enjoyment, and regret 
succeeded each other, with the accuracy, and in all 
the mixt hues of the prismatic colors : hope pro* 
tracted^ became impatience increased by procras- 
tination ; 
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tination ; enjoyioent was short, in proportion to its 
intenseness ; ati4 regret was bounded only by ^ 
distance of the next hope. His passage through 
life was a succession of glaciers^ of which no ooc 
had an apex that allowed his foot to rest 

But though this was visible, as has been saidy in 
the first fortnight of his rati Bed engagement, it 
required a longer period to address it to the optic 
faculties of Gertiiide s mind ; and the first suspi- 
cion, and that far short of conviction, reached it 
at the moment when, surely with some claim ta 
praise! she was setting out on the task assigned 
her of sobering Miss Strangeways. 

Such an idea, however, once having found ac- 
cess to her mind, was a species of leaven tliat could 
not be again extracted. Having done all that cir- 
cumstances at present demanded or permitted for 
her charge, she felt either that she had a right to 
indulge some thought for herself, or that it was im- 
possible to exclude it. The mind must have been 
Stoical, even to apathy, that could remain uncon- 
cerned in such vicissitude; and blessings could 
have made no impression on a heart insensible to 
the convulsions of social life. It was a subject on 
which it was ^ damniqg proof* to ruminate. Every 
hour served to convince her of that which she was 
resolved to con^ne to her own observation. 

If any doubt could subsist, before Mr. Eeynard' 
son had given hi3 Qpinion, it wou^l all liave been 
• done away after the evenbg, when, his cold having 
given way to hia wiQniiDg carasi he kept his ap- 
pointment 
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pointment by ' sjiewing himself at Lady Lux* 
inore';5 party. The viscount took care to be near 
him all the short time of his stay ; and at length, " 
after an agonising eight minutes and a half of sus<- 
pense, his fate, or rather Gertrude's, seemed on 
the lips of the oraqlc, who leaned one elbow on the 
chimney-piece, and crossing one foot over the 
other, in a very good attitude, with the other 
hand turned over in his pocket, pretty nearly the 
whole of his worldly possessions, consisting o£ 
three half-crowns, one shilling and a sixpence. If, 
to save him from the charge of poverty, we re* 
count any thing or things that he called bis, we 
should err : that which is not paid, for, is very selr 
dom our own. 

It required a sort of Spartan compressioil of the 
.subject; to direct the dubious viscount, and not 
inform the company. Mr. Sylvanus, not having 
much choice of time, tdok that when in obedience 
to Lady £lma^ Gertrude was acknowledging her 
iadysbip's talents, and her personal obligation to 
them, by singing to the scientific accompaniment 
ftf her instructress, the pathetic air, * O ! Nanny/ 
The Lady de Hauteforts had quizzed : good Lady 
Waveney, their mother, had encouraged : Sir Phi- 
lip Lorimer had vowed, before God, the girl sung 
well, but he was sure his PoUa would beat her 
hollow : Mrs« Mammon had smiled, nnd grimaced^ 
Miss Strangeways had just finished a sentence with 
«r--' her accomplishments are the least part of het 
merit : if you did but knoir what ar heart she baa 1' 

you UU P d wticrt 
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when Reynardson perceiving tl^e viscount, not- 
withstanding his wish to be freed, much inclined 
to listen and to feel, repeating his preamble, laid 
hold on his button, and thus securing him from 
starting, gave him his reply '. ' You can do no- 
thing in this cursed scrape, but let the afi^ir die 
away: take no more notice, and get away from 
this Hell upon earth, as soon as you can. I am 
devilish hard run for fifty pounds { will you breal^ 
&st with me to-morrow P 

This occurred on the third day after Gertrude's 
confidential interview with Miss Strange ways ; and 
as she had, out of regard to appearances, for her 
sake, continued the practice of walking before 
breakfast with her, she had had no opportunity of 
trying how much of inclination the viscount re- 
tained to give up this hour to her ; but on the day 
following that of Lady Luxmore's party, Mr. 
Strangeways arrived, and Gertrude's cares in that 
quarter ended : his first visit was tp her ; and the 
countess being absent, he proved, at once, by his 
expressions, the integrity with which Miss Strange- 
ways had stated her own folly, and her sense of 
that kindness which had saved her from the conser 
quences attached to it. 

At the first opportunity, in tlie course of the 
same day, Gertrude informed the viscount, .that 
she was now at liberty to avail herself again 
of his kindness : * What kindness ?' * Will you 
not go on in teaching me Latin ?' — ^ Upon my 
word, I think you might amploy your time more 
to your own satbfaction : you will find it an im- 

fiense 
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mense labor. I am sure Z did ; but ^till^ if you 
chuse it-^to-morrow, indeed, I must be out early, 
and the next day I am engaged ; and Saturday, I 
believe — you see, not expecting you to be dismiss- 
ed — I am afraid I have promised myself. If I 
can g«t off, and you wish it, I will ; but really, I 
tliink these fine mornings you should walk/ — Ger- 
ti*ude paused for a moment, and turned away in 
silence. The viscount did not understand pauses. 
She quitted the room. He was too well bred to 
stop her : she went to her chamber. He did not 
interrupt her : they met no more till the dinner- 
hour the next day. 

Did she not now repent the little encourage- 
ment she had given him ? — No : she would have 
said, had the question been put to her, that the 
flame which needed fanning thus early, must soon 
expire, in spite of any effort she could have made. 

But did she not revolve in her mind the most 
probable means of recalling his departing passion ? 
Surely in such an exigency, she had only to write 
to him a few lines, which any servant would have 
put into his hand, involving her in no other suspi- 
cion than that of carrying on an illicit correspon- 
dence. She had only to say, in her own language, 
that she was unhappy, or in that of the poet, 

* What shall I do to win my lord again ?* 

aod his heart, ever obedient to every impulset 
would have flown to her. He would have returned 
an answer by bis confidential friend, the earl's valet, 

D d 2 *^ who 
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who would only have concluded that he had novr 
both tlie lovers in his power ; and the pretty 
French device of Cupid-Pilot, steering by the 
polar star, with the motto, ^ Sans vous, je peris,' 
ti'ould have saved the necessity of breaking the 
seal. 

But no. Gatty Aubrey was not * the sort of 
girl' for this practical romance. She could love, 
and most tenderly ; she could conceal that love, 
and she could govern it, by bringing against it her 
sense of duty, and her confidence in the approba- 
tion of a Power wliom her heart felt and acknow- 
ledged : slie could have bestowed a rational and 
firm aftcction on one whom a sensation of almost 
natural instinct, gratitude, and something like 
compassion, had made the object of a sisterly re- 
gard. She could have Sacrificed l)er own present 
oomtbit to him, in hopes that the latter years of life 
would have repaid her by shewing him deserving of 
respect and esteem; and as it was tl>e wish of him* 
self and his father, that she should ri$e to a situa- 
tion fai* above that in which her birth had placed 
her, she had gratefully, and Jiumbly accepted the 
distinction. 

But how was a crcatuiv, no l>ettcr endowed tiian 
(iertrude, to contribute to the liappiness of so dis- 
tinguished a character as Viscount Portargis r — 
That she n)iglrt make him happj^ his happiness 
should have been within her reach. In what did 
it cOftsist ? Did it consijst in active or conteiD|^- 
tivb virtue ? Was it likely to conimunicate itself to 
fre World in th6 defence of his country, or the 

regulations 
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regulations of its morals? Was he to lead in the army 
or the senate? Was he to set an example of vir- 
tue on a smaller scale? Was he to shame conju- 
gal licentiousness, or rear an offspring to prosecute 
his plans of beneficence ? No, no ; his happiness 
was seated in the shape and color of his horses : 
his active exertions were to take for their mark a 
fly on the leader's ear, his contemplative faculties 
were to tend to the complication of mechanical ab- 
surdity on two wheels or on four, to the improve^ 
cjut of bis boot-top, or the adjusted altitude of his . 
collar. His spirit of defence might lead him to a 
duel : his re^rulations mi^^ht be seen in his stables 
or his kennel. To lead in no way was he formed-: 
to be led he seemed doomed. At home what could 
she expect? she must plant virtue: she must pre- 
pare the soil : nay, she must disencumber it of its 
weedy vegetation: she must endeavor to trace, 
amongst ruins inclosed by stagnant pools of folly 
and idleness, the original once lovely work of na- 
ture, and its improvements under Mr. Sydenham's 
care, now all defaced, if not annihilated, by tlie 
quackery of Abb6 Bonfront, the sub-lessons of. his 
select pupils, the good advice of every one who had 
taken the trouble to inform the noble novice, tlie 
friendship of Mr. Reynardson, the practical exam- 
ple of the Marquis of Sow sorrow, and tlie encour 
ragement of male and female nonsense in fifty . 
otbfin who had conoe in his way. 

$br all that a husband thus gifted might call on 
her to ei>dure, and all that her interest for bim 
might command her to do, she was, iudee(), traiiv 

1 Qd 
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ed by early adversity, and by the coercions to which 
she was, y\'e may almost say, bom ; but it must 
have been atchieved by a great reduction of the 
share of peace to which every creature, who prizes 
k, is entitled. She hud a wondrous dislike to tliat 
engine of arbitrary government, called caprice, and 
an equal dread of turbulent passions. She never 
.could find ti>e path of duty wide enough to admit 
of the serpentine track which childish humors and 
^bstinaie self-will fancy they can trace ; and in the 
endeavor to subjugate her own temper, she had 
not acquired any inclination to contend with that 
of another. To perform the duties of her situa- 
tion, wliatever it might be, with a quiet steadiness> 
was her plan of domestic policy ; and to acquit 
herself in this life, so as not to forfeit her hopes ii\ 
another, was the height of her ambition — a sad 
groveling spirit, it must be confessed ! 

Every day brought its negative proof of the state 
of the viscount's mind ; and she was obliged often 
.to call to her recollection the comforting truth that 
iier situation was no worse than before these false 
hopes flattered her. Unwilling as she had been 
to admit them, she could not but consider them 
when they presented themselves, as deciding at 
least, the anxious question, ' How am I to subsist?' 
yet tlie terms on which they were to be accepted, 
bore with them suob sobering considerations, that 
she felt in renouncing them some counterpcMAing 
relief: * I shall now,' thought she, MndeedtM'to 
seek a provision ; and I must probably work for 
iny daily bread : but still I shall have no dread of 

what 
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tvhat I may suffer from an indissoluble connection: 
if I haveiew comforts, I shall have fewer disquiets ; 
and all persons are not unhappy who are depend- 
ent : did I not love Portargis, I might be happier 
with him as his wife; but eyery, folly he is guilty 
of, would be a double misery to me: if I am not 
imprudent myself, I may hope to escape misery.' 

Consoling herself in this way, she in silence sub« 
mitted to what appeared her fate, and confined all 
her observations to her own bosom. She endea- 
vored to make no change in any part of her beha- 
vior to any one, and sincerely hoped none w- as per- 
ceptible. 

One circumstance which she had not shrewdness 
enough to trace to its real source, gave her plea- 
sure. The earl's health improved daily ; his chear- 
fulncss was returning, and nothing could exceed 
the decorum of his conduct. All the various de- 
partures from right and amiable which the countess 
contrived to exhibit, he bore with good breeding 
^nd condescension: his temper seemed entirely 
out of her reach, and he was uniformly civil to 
her. She had every indulgence ; she was made of 
as much consequence as her character would ad- 
mit, and as long as the toys and rattles of the place 
^addressed themselves to the grasp of her pride, she 
was endurable: vexations disturbed her; but OQ 
the whole, she was far easier to live with. Ger- 
trude felt the phange gratefully, and equally con-r 
jducive to her comfort was another almost as ex- 
traordinary, produced in herself, and amounting in 
^er judgment nearly to al)surditj. 3he could not 

well 
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well tell why, but her own chearfulness was bcreas- 
ing; she did not sigh as when she thought on her 
approaching exaltation: she had lost many ua« 
pleasant feelings ;— -it was very odd. 
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